
13523 HWY #118 WEST, HALIBURTON
705-457-9355

www.highlandsmedicalsupplies.com

Call or email us for a free consultation today!

STAIRS?
NO PROBLEM!
Our Stairli� s get you there - 
e� ortlessly!
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It’s all downhill from here
Four happy faces flash a thumbs up as 
they take a ski lift to the top of the hill 
during March break at Sir Sam’s Ski/Ride. 
Photo by Mike Baker.

Market set to return to Head Lake Park
By Mike Baker
The months-long saga between Dysart et al 
council and the Haliburton County Farmers 
Market Association (HCFMA) - over the 
long-term future of the Haliburton market - 
has been resolved, with the popular weekly 
event returning to Head Lake Park. 

Angel Taylor, who sits on the HCFMA 

board, said market officials notified the 
township March 8 that it would accept the 
terms outlined by council to bring the event 
back to its spiritual home.

The market ran out of Head Lake Park 
for 11 years before it was moved to Rotary 
Beach Park last season. Response was 
largely negative, with attendance down 

approximately 30 per cent across the season 
and many vendors reporting losses.

The board reached out to council in late 
2023, asking for clarity on the market’s 
location for the upcoming year. They were 
told the event could return, but not for free. 

After much back and forth, HCFMA has 
agreed to pay the township $5 per vendor, 

per market day, for a seasonal cost of 
approximately $4,200. That’s based on the 
market having 40 vendors for 21 markets. 

Taylor said the board has committed 
to covering those costs, rather than 
downloading them to vendors. 

“We could not delay finalizing the location 

Moe’s Renos

Small jobs are always welcome

Handyman Services

Bathrooms / Kitchens
Tiling • Plumbing • Decks • Docks

705-978-7777
Haliburton / Kawarthas 

moe@moesrenos.com
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705-935-1320

morrinrealty.com

hilary@morrinrealty.com

260 Mountain Street, Haliburton
Elegantly appointed home with proximity and privacy within Haliburton. 

Newly completed 2022, Guildcrest home offering 3 beds, 2 bath 
featuring 4 season sunroom all situated on an acre (plus) lot. Granite 

outcroppings, mature trees with an abundance of natural light are sure 
to excite.

4 Lake Ave., Suite 101 • $488,000 
Welcome to Granite View - The Eyre, Suite 101. This fi rst fl oor corner 
suite boasts 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 1121 sq. ft. Featuring crown 
moulding, a/c, 9 ft ceilings, radiant in fl oor heating, carefree condo 

lifestyle. MLS 40515890.

PRICE REFRESH

SOLD

Applications open to growers
Continued from page 1

The Haliburton farmers market is returning to Head Lake Park. Pictured is Ron Lofthouse of Lofthouse Beeswax Company. 
File.

any longer,” Taylor told The Highlander. “We have begun 
working on plans to raise funds to cover the additional charge 
to our vendors and to make the market an attractive and 
vibrant destination this coming summer.”

She said the first market will take place May 14, running 
every Tuesday through the summer. There is a change in time, 
with the market to run from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., instead of its 
usual noon to 4 p.m. slot. Taylor said the board hopes this 
will help with traffic concerns, as raised by some members of 
council. 

After closing applications to potential vendors in early 
March, Taylor said they’ve recovered about three quarters 
of the merchants who participated in last year’s market. The 

board is still hoping to attract more agricultural vendors, with 
applications remaining open for local growers. 

“We welcome our vendors back and thank them for their 
patience and understanding through this process. We aim to 
make this our best season yet,” she said. 

Deputy mayor Walt McKechnie said he’s glad a deal could 
be struck to bring the market back to the downtown. 

“This is what the community wanted, so from that 
perspective I’m thrilled. We’re very excited to partner with 
HCFMA and to see the market back in Head Lake Park. It’s 
a wonderful event that creates a great buzz in the community 
and showcases a lot of local products,” McKechnie said.

Anyone interested in becoming an agricultural vendor can 
email incrediblehcfma@gmail.com. 
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‘We’re going to need a lot of rain’ - CEWF
By Lisa Gervais
The Coalition for Equitable Water Flow 
(CEWF) says water levels in area reservoir 
lakes are near normal right now, but will be 
changing over the next couple of weeks – 
much earlier than usual.

Chair Ted Spence said, “CEWF is attentive 
to the noteworthy combination of a very low 
snowpack, subnormal winter precipitation, 
and unseasonable temperatures.”

CEWF said recent surveys have shown the 
snowpack in the watersheds is less than 60 
per cent of normal in northern areas, and 
ranging down to near zero per cent further 
south. 

Additionally, total precipitation has been 
below normal each month since September 
2023, and in February was just 35 per cent of 
normal in the Haliburton area of the reservoir 
system. Since the Haliburton Highlands is 
the headwaters of the reservoir system, this 
combination of factors is impactful to the 
entire system, CEWF said last week.

“The TSW recognized this developing 
situation early and has been adding logs 
to reservoir dams. By the end of February, 
almost all reservoir dams have had logs 
added to store water and reduce the risk of 
very low spring water levels,” Spence said. 

As a result of the early logging operations, 
CEWF predicts most lakes will see a slow 
rise, however flow-through lakes will see 
lower levels, and river flows will be reduced.

“As lake levels rise, changes in ice 
conditions may include breaking up and 
away from the shore and creating a risk of 
shoreline ice damage, particularly under 
high winds,” Spence said. “CEWF advises 
property owners to be attentive to changing 
conditions via local news, municipal 

channels or its website at cewf.ca.”
While logging operations this early is 

unusual, CEWF said, “the TSW has been 
proactive on behalf of the reservoir lakes. 
TSW staff continually monitor weather 
forecasts, lake levels and flows in their daily 
evaluation of options. Their future actions, as 
well as the vulnerability of the spring season, 
will depend on melt and rainfall events over 
the next two months. 

“We’re going to need a lot of rain,” Spence 
added. He said despite the weekend rain 
event, we did not get as much precipitation 
as predicted. 

In the TSW’s water level management 
update of March 8 for Haliburton and 
northern areas, it said the Haliburton and 
Northern Peterborough County reservoirs 
are above average due to earlier than 
typical snowmelt. It said the low amounts 
of snowpack remain in the most northern 
watersheds of the system.

“Lake levels are monitored daily and 
assessed in relation to estimated runoff 
amounts, however they are susceptible 
to changes in response to the future 
precipitation amounts.”

The TSW added flows on the Gull and 
Burnt River were expected to rise as a result 
of this past Saturday’s rain and saturated soil 
conditions.

Fire season
Meanwhile, Dysart et al fire chief Dan 
Chumbley said “definitely things are drying 
up… or seem to be drying up a lot faster.”

He said he’d already had people calling him 
and commenting on how dry the bush is.

“We usually have snow on the ground. It 
looks like the ice is going to be out by the 

end of March, when it’s usually the end of 
April.”

He said it’s too early for MNRF daily 
notices, and for the township fire chiefs to 
discuss fire bans but “it’s not too early to be 
worrying about it. We are conscious of it and 

thinking about it.”
Meanwhile, the four townships are working 

on a new burn bylaw before the official 
MNRF burn season.

It will mean not having any daytime 
burning permits available. 

Ted Spence, chair of the Coalition for Equitable Water Flow (CEWF). File.

OPP NEWS
OPP charge two drivers 
travelling in wrong lane
Haliburton Highlands OPP have charged 
two drivers, they say had been travelling in 
the wrong lane, in two separate incidents, in 
the last week.

On March 1, shortly before 10 p.m. police 

stopped a passenger vehicle that had been 
driving in the oncoming lane towards a 
police cruiser on Bobcaygeon Road in 
Minden.

As a result of the investigation, they said 
Tabbitha Watts, 35, of Peterborough was 
charged with: operation while impaired-
alcohol and operation while impaired-blood 
alcohol concentration (80 plus).

The accused is scheduled to appear before 
the Ontario Court of Justice in Minden on 
April 3.

On March 5, shortly before 7 p.m., OPP 
say they stopped a passenger vehicle 
driving in the oncoming lane on County 
Road 21 in Dysart et al.

An investigation was commenced and as 
a result, Robert Krzeczkowski, 60, of St. 

Catharines was charged with: operation 
while impaired-blood alcohol concentration 
(80 plus).

The accused is scheduled to appear before 
the Ontario Court of Justice in Minden on 
April 3. 
(OPP news compiled by Lisa Gervais).
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Septic inspection rates going up in Dysart

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911 • AFTER-HOURS MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY DIAL 1-866-856-3247 • WWW.MINDENHILLS.CA 

SPRING LOAD RESTRICTIONS (HALF LOADS) IN EFFECT
Half Load weight restrictions are placed on roadways and posted each year in 
the spring for approximately 1-2 months. Persons contravening this regulation 
will be prosecuted under Section 122 of The Highway Traffi  c Act. Please watch 

for and obey posted signage. Visit www.mindenhills.ca for updates. 

WINTER PARKING
From November 1 to April 30, 2024 overnight parking is illegal from midnight to 
8:00 AM on township roadways and parking lots. Parking in the turning circle 

of a cul-de-sac is prohibited during all hours. Vehicles parked in areas that 
interferes with snow removal will be towed away and/or ticketed at the owner’s 

expense. 

IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION
The 2024 Interim tax bills were mailed on Friday, February 23, 2024. If you have 
not received your bill(s) prior to the March due date, please contact our offi  ce.
The Interim tax bill will be payable in two installments: March 22 and May 24, 

2024. This bill has been calculated using the 2023 annualized assessment 
multiplied by 50% of the 2023 applicable tax rate(s). Payments received after 

February 12 may not be refl ected on your tax bill. Please note that any overdue 
amounts shown on your tax bill do not include penalty/interest for February 
and March. Please contact our offi  ce for a current balance at 705-286-1260 

email: admin@mindenhills.ca. 
Property owners are responsible to provide to the Municipal Offi  ce written 
notifi cation of any address change. As per the Ontario Municipal Act, 2001, 
failure to receive your tax bill does not exempt penalty charges from being 

applied to a tax account. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
We are currently seeking energetic and highly motivated individuals for the 

following positions: 
• Building/By-law/ Planning Clerical Assistant (Temporary)

• Supervisor of Parks, Recreation and Cemeteries
• Parks Summer Students

• Cultural Centre Summer Students 
Please visit our website at www.mindenhills.ca/careers/ for a complete list of 

available positions and how to apply.

MINDEN HILLS CULTURAL CENTRE
• Archie Stouff er Elementary School presents their 1st annual student 

exhibit with the theme of what Minden means to the artist. Selections for our 
permanent collection and new acquisitions are also on display. The exhibits will 

be on display in the Agnes Jamieson Gallery until March 30, 
Tuesday – Saturday from 10 am – 4 pm. Admission is by donation.

• The Knitting Village provides free knitting lessons for children ages 11-14.  
The next class is scheduled for Tuesday, March 19 from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. at the 
Minden Hills Cultural Centre, 176 Bobcaygeon Road. All materials are supplied.

  
• Stop by Nature’s Place for FREE drop-in activities every day during March 

Break from 10 am – 1 pm https://calendar.mindenhills.ca/default/Detail/2024-
03-11-1000-March-Break-Drop-in-Programs. Visit www.mindenhills.ca/

calendar for details on these programs / events. 

REUSE CENTRE REOPENING
The Reuse Centre at the Scotch Line Landfi ll will open for the season on March 
15, 2024. Are you spring cleaning? If you aren’t sure what to do with the things 
you no longer need, bring them to our Reuse Centre for someone else to use 

and enjoy. Please ensure items are in good reusable condition. 

COUNCIL MEETINGS VIRTUAL & IN-PERSON
Council and Closed Session meetings are currently being conducted with a 
hybrid model of in-person (Council Chambers) and electronic participation 
in accordance with the Municipal Act. Meetings begin at 9:00 AM unless 

otherwise noted. The scheduled upcoming meetings are:  
• March 26 – Special Council Meeting (2024 Final Budget and Business Plans)

• March 28 – Regular Council Meeting and 2024 Budget 
(Ratifying 2024 Final Budget and Business Plans)

• April 11 – Regular Council Meeting
• April 25 – Regular Council Meeting 

Members of the Public are invited to observe Council proceedings by 
attending in-person or via the live-stream link on the Township CivicWeb Portal 

at https://mindenhills.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingTypeList.aspx. Visit our 
website for more information.

7 Milne Street, PO Box 359, Minden, ON, K0M 2K0 | Phone: 705-286-1260 • Toll Free 1-844-277-1260 • Fax: 705-286-4917

@Township.Minden.Hills        Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

A MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
No ice is safe ice, use extreme caution before heading out on a frozen lake or 
river. Temperature changes or a fresh snowfall can contribute to concealing 

thin ice. There are three steps to assess ice safety: 1. Complete a visual 
inspection. 2. Note the colour of the ice. 3. Measure the thickness of the ice. 

By Mike Baker
Dysart et al is proposing changes to its septic 
maintenance inspection program ahead of the 
upcoming testing season. 

Bri Quinn, program supervisor, told council 
Feb. 27 the changes clarify requirements for 
pump-outs, outline new components such 
as lake health assessments, and look at the 
implications of the recently-approved short-
term rental bylaw. 

The township is also looking to increase its 
fees this year, with an approximate 12 per 
cent bump to $220 per inspection attempt. 

A public meeting has been scheduled for 
March 26 to further discuss the changes. 

“We’ve been working closely on a strategy 
to make sure we’re moving in the right 
direction with this program, ensuring we’re 
evolving as the industry needs us to evolve,” 
Quinn said.

The program has been running since 
2017, with Dysart managing it completely 
in-house since 2022. Each year, staff focus 
on one geographic region and connect with 
homeowners to set up inspections. Last year, 
the department tested over 1,000 systems in 
‘Area 4’, which encompassed homes within 
30-metres of lakes in and around Haliburton 
village, including Grass, Head, Drag and 
Kashagawigamog.

Quinn said the township received feedback 
from those in the industry last year, who 
found it difficult to keep up with the number 
of follow-up work orders. As a result, 
they’re scaling back this season – spreading 
inspections in ‘Area 5’ over two years. 

This year, staff will focus on properties 
around Grace, Farquhar, Barnum, Benoir 
and Elephant lakes. In 2025, inspections 
will largely be done within Harcourt 
Park, including Fishtail, Long, Allen, 
East, Little Straggle, Charlie George, and 
Kennaway lakes. It will amount to roughly 
500 inspections each year, Quinn said, 
which, along with software and equipment 
enhancements, is the reason for the fee hike.

“Even with this increase, staff have 
effectively been able to keep the fee under 
that which was being invoiced by WSP 
Canada in 2021,” Quinn said, noting the 
company billed the township $228 per 
inspection. 

Property owners requesting an inspection 
after Sept. 1 will face an additional $100 
fee. Property owners are billed the full rate 
should they miss a scheduled inspection. 

Referencing the other changes, Quinn 
said for systems that require a pump out, 
the township has clarified the tank must be 
pumped entirely, leaving little to no contents 

behind. The township is also asking that 
haulers provide brief comment on tank/
component conditions that may be more 
visible following a pump out. 

Through the lake health assessment, staff 
will provide property owners with an overall 
score on their shoreline conditions, while 
offering tips on how to improve their score 
and help maintain healthy lakes. Quinn noted 

this is informational only and will not feature 
any enforcement measures. 

Once the STR bylaw comes into effect, 
inspections of those properties will be 
completed during the township’s scheduled 
inspection program dates, Quinn said. 

She anticipates inspections beginning in 
May. 

Seasonal septic inspectors Kailynn Sikma and Jess Hannah carrying out a routine 
inspection in 2022. Submitted.

DYSART ET AL NEWS
Community events
A new event is coming to the downtown 
this summer, after Dysart et al council 
approved the Haliburton County Public 
Library to host ‘Touch-a-Truck’ in the lower 
library parking lot in July. 

Recreation coordinator Andrea Mueller 
said there are four dates proposed – July 4, 
5, 11 or 12. The library will close off the 
parking lot and invite organizations such 
as the Dysart Fire Department, Haliburton 

County EMS, and the township’s public 
works department to set up trucks for the 
public to visit. 

“These events are quite popular and are 
educational for kids,” Mueller said, noting 
drivers will be available to talk about their 
job. 

In other news, the upper library parking 
lot will stage the Haliburton Time Travellers 
classic car club this summer. While the 
group has traditionally set up at Head Lake 
Park, they asked to change location to a 

more solid setting, with Mueller noting the 
event was usually cancelled on wet days. 

The car show comes to Haliburton every 
other Thursday during the summer. 

Fee increase
Dysart is upping its fees for its memorial 
bench and tree programs. 

Traditionally, residents have been able to 
purchase a cast iron black coated bench for 
$1,000 and have it placed in the community. 
Mueller said the township’s cost to acquire 

the benches has increased significantly in 
recent years, proposing fees to the public be 
upped to $1,850. 

Trees have been offered for $750 in 
the past but will now be considered on a 
case-by-case basis, due to varying costs 
year-to-year, Mueller said. The township 
usually plants red maple, red oak, sugar 
maple, or willow trees for residents who 
want to commemorate a deceased loved 
one. (Dysart et al news compiled by Mike 
Baker). 
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Big changes coming for Scotch Line users

13588 Hwy 118, Haliburton 
www.NorthernExpressionsCanada.com

Phone: 705-457-8957 
info@northernexpressionscanada.com 
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By Lisa Gervais
Minden Hills council has approved $1.4 
million to continue work on a proposed 
Scotch Line transfer station – to be built east 
of the existing landfill.

Manager of waste facilities, Chelsea Cosh, 
provided council with a comprehensive 
overview of design details at a special 
council meeting March 5. 

Her ask was that council approve the design 
concept, include the $1.4 million in the 2024 
capital budget, and allow her to continue 
moving the project forward.

She said the township already had an 
amended Environmental Compliance 
Approval. The lot has been cleared for the 
expansion area. The consulting services for 
the detailed design and construction are also 
complete. 

Cosh reminded council staff were just 
looking for money for phase one of what 
could ultimately be a $5.5 million project. 
She said phase one essentially allows current 
operations to be moved to the new transfer 
station

“The new transfer station will be essential 
in managing the growing population in 
the township,” Cosh said, adding that with 
growth comes more traffic and demand on 
the site.

“Additionally, where the current site 
operations are positioned at the landfill is 
where future landfilling will need to take 
place. Ensuring operations are moved to 
the new transfer station area will prepare 
the township in advance to be able to start 
landfilling in the northwest portion of the 
site, where operations sit currently.”

Cosh added they’ve been told the existing 
site has about 11.5 years of life remaining.

As for design details, the waste facilities 
manager said the new configuration will 
ensure “optimal efficiency” for users and the 
township. “The intent of the design is to meet 
the current and future needs of the township 
and maintain adequate levels of service to 
Minden Hills residents. 

“In light of the growing population and 
increasing waste generation quantities over 
time, the transfer station design will have 
the ability to expand for future needs and 
requirements. This operational flexibility 
will enable future expansions of the site with 
minimal impact to the existing operations.”

Scales will be installed, for accurate and 

consistent measurements for chargeable 
items. She said they can accommodate 
more waste diversion and add bins on long 
summer weekends, for example. 

Next steps are finalizing and approving the 
design, presenting the drawings to council, 
and tendering for construction and contract 
administration. As for timelines, Cosh 
suggested the transfer station coming online 
in spring 2025. Minden Hills will spread the 
spend over two years and look to borrow the 
money as well as use reserves. Meanwhile, 
budget talks are continuing at the township.

Manager of waste facilities, Chelsea Cosh, at the site of the new Scotch Line Transfer Station. Photo by Lisa Gervais.

PHASE ONE
•  Concrete block retaining walls for 40-yard 

roll off bins and space for 11, 40-yard roll off 
bins (containers recycling, fibres recycling, 
cardboard recycling, and household garbage). 

• Inbound and outbound scales and scalehouse.
• Reuse building. 
•  Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 

collection area for propane cylinders, batteries 
(household and automotive), oil filters, empty 
plastic automotive containers, fluorescent 
bulbs/tubes. 

• Electronics recycling. 
• Service road for landfill staff and contractors. 
•  Mattress recycling, textile collection bins, 

lumber reuse area, shingles recycling. 
• Construction and bulky waste collection. 
•  Tire, scrap metal, appliances, brush, leaf and 

yard waste collection. 
•  Open space to accommodate events (paper-

shredding, HHW etc.). 
• Hydro service.
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5 Knob Hill Crt, 
Minden

Extensively renovated 4400 
sq. ft. home on a double lot 
in Highland Gate Estates. 
Recent upgrades include a 
new 2 bedroom basement 
suite with rental potential, 
new propane furnace, new 
4 pce primary ensuite 
bathroom, new laundry 
room with new washer 
& dryer. Large backyard 
backing onto neighbourʼs 
80 acre forest.

$849,000
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We’ll walk you through your application, and help you
claim other credits and deductions that impact families
to maximize your refund.

HRBLOCK.CA  
1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)

ADDRESS
CITY 
PHONE

87 Bobcaygeon Road
Minden
705-286-6916

62 Maple Avenue
Haliburton
705-457-1676

For more info, visit an H&R Block location near you.

INSTANT 
REFUND™

HRBLOCK.CA  |  1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)

WHY WAIT? GET YOUR REFUND NOW*.
Walk in with your taxes, walk out with your money. Ask for
H&R Block Instant Refund™ when filing today.

At participating offices. Instant Refund™ valid only on the federal portion of tax returns filed in Quebec. Some
restrictions apply. Not everyone gets a refund. Not everyone is eligible for Instant Refund™.

 INSTANT
REFUND PROGRAM

MORE FOR
YOUR FAMILY.

For more info, visit an H&R Block location near you. 

DO YOU QUALIFY FOR THE CANADA CHILD BENEFIT?
Having kids means a few more expenses. The Canada Child
Benefit helps with the cost of raising children. We can help
see if you’re eligible for this non-taxable monthly payment. 

We’ll walk you through your application, and help you
claim other credits and deductions that impact families
to maximize your refund.

HRBLOCK.CA  
1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)

ADDRESS
CITY 
PHONE

87 Bobcaygeon Road
Minden
705-286-6916

62 Maple Avenue
Haliburton
705-457-1676

For more info, visit an H&R Block location near you.

INSTANT 
REFUND™

HRBLOCK.CA  |  1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)

WHY WAIT? GET YOUR REFUND NOW*.
Walk in with your taxes, walk out with your money. Ask for
H&R Block Instant Refund™ when filing today.

At participating offices. Instant Refund™ valid only on the federal portion of tax returns filed in Quebec. Some
restrictions apply. Not everyone gets a refund. Not everyone is eligible for Instant Refund™.

 INSTANT
REFUND PROGRAM

P E R S O N A L  I N J U R Y  L A W Y E R S

123 Maple Avenue, Haliburton · 705-854-0068

leonemurray.com

Save Minden ER 
donates funds to 
food centre
By Mike Baker
Ten months from admitting defeat in their 
fight to save the Minden ER, cottager Jayson 
Schwarz and full-time resident Debbie 
Sherwin have turned their attention to 
another local cause. 

The pair met with Gary Stoner, a volunteer 
with the Minden Community Food Centre, 
March 9, donating $820.61 to the facility. 
The money was the balance remaining in a 
TD Canada Trust fund established by the pair 
and fellow local resident Patrick Porzuczek 
last summer while they searched for ways 
to keep the hospital’s emergency department 
open. 

“This is the money we were going to use 
to hire a litigator and try to take this to 
court,” Schwarz said, noting at its peak the 
trust contained more than $60,000. “We’ve 
returned most of it, and while we have 
tried to give back this last bit of money, 
people said they didn’t want it. We decided 
to donate it to another cause – and there’s 
no greater cause than the food bank with 
everything that’s going on right now.”

Schwarz said the group was advised 
last summer that no judge would grant an 
injunction or judicial review – two “final hail 
marys” that could have kept the ER open. 
Instead of wasting all that money, they stood 
down and began issuing refunds. 

Ross Nasseri LLP, the Toronto-based firm 
retained, were paid $6,780 for their services, 
with the fees covered by several community 
members. 

Sherwin said as of last week all donors had 
been issued cheques, returning their money. 
The trust fund was closed March 9. 

Schwarz said the group didn’t have to think 
too hard before deciding on donating the 
leftover money to the food bank. 

“Because of the way things have been over 
the past couple of years – major inflation, 
carbon taxes going up, which impacts fuel 
prices and causes everything to go up – it’s 
very, very difficult for people to survive and 
make ends meet,” Schwarz said. 

Stoner noted the donation comes at an 
opportune time, with demand at an all-time 
high. 

“Our numbers are increasing again. In the 
last little while we’ve had lineups when 
we’re open, I’ve never seen that before,” 
Stoner said. “Cash donations are always 
most appreciated because it then allows us to 
purchase food that’s most needed.”

Jean Munroe, manager of the food centre, 
said an average of 261 people and 109 
families have been using the facility monthly 
so far in 2024. That’s up from an average of 
255 individuals and 90 families per month 
in 2023, and 230 individuals and 78 families 
per month in 2022. 

“This year is starting off as we expected, 
with a jump in the monthly number of people 
[we’re serving]. The housing industry has 
hit a standstill and many individuals are 
getting laid off, families are finding food 
unaffordable along with rent and other 
expenses,” Munroe said. “This will be a 
continued trend for 2024. We do not expect a 
slow down or change in numbers, other than 
moving up, this year.”

For more information, including how to 
donate, visit mindencommunityfoodcentre.ca. 

Jayson Schwarz, left, and Debbie Sherwin, right, present a cheque for $820.61 to Minden 
Community Food Centre volunteer, Gary Stoner. Photo by Mike Baker. 
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County sets tax levy at just 
over a seven per cent increase
By Lisa Gervais
Ratepayers will see a 7.17 per cent increase 
on the County portion of their tax bill this 
year after councillors finalized the budget at 
a March 13 meeting.

CAO Gary Dyke and director of corporate 
services Andrea Robinson said it was a 
decrease on the second draft, which was 7.62 
per cent.

They said a finance liaison committee of 
councillors Bob Carter and Murray Fearrey 
and warden Liz Danielsen met with them 
Feb. 16 to look for more efficiencies.

The committee suggested removing the 
hiring of one EMS supervisor, to save 
$120,124. They also recommended scrapping 
the FoodCycler program to slash $83,000. 
The three also pitched reducing the overall 
give to the Haliburton County Public Library 
by $115,000.

Robinson said the $318,154.65 cut means a 
2024 levy of $23,261,957.69 – which results 
in a rate increase of 6.17 per cent. The other 
one percent comes from the creation of a 
$220,000 dedicated capital reserve levy.

“The 2024 budget and new dedicated 
capital levy will be a total cost to the 
ratepayer of $16.91 per $100,000 of 
residential assessment,” Robinson said. That 
is in addition to their municipal and school 
board taxes. 

At the outset of last Tuesday’s meeting, 
library CAO Andrea Brown presented a 
third draft of their budget – with $34,260 
in cuts, asking for $1,314,801, down from 
$1,349,061. The cuts included to the book 
budget, removing some library board 
per diem fees, dropping non-local 
newspaper subscriptions, reducing 
insurance costs, and reduction in 
Dorset branch mileage. She also 
pitched using reserves for air filter 
replacements, iPad replacements and 

other tech items, and pause a transfer for an 
asset management plan. She noted the service 
is doing a library staffing model review to be 
presented to the board in June.

During a lengthy debate, Coun. Lisa Schell 
said the library board had a $200,000 reserve 
and she thought this was the “rainy day” for 
them to use some of that. Dyke pointed out 
they could not tell the library board how to 
spend its money. 

As a result, a motion was moved to agree 
to the $115,000 library budget reduction as 
suggested by Carter, Fearrey and Danielsen. 
It passed 6-2 (Cec Ryall and Jennifer 
Dailloux voted against).

Coun. Walt McKechnie said, “we’re not 
here to try to get rid of libraries. We’re here 
representing municipalities and the County 
of Haliburton. We’re just concerned about 
$1.2 million budgeted for payroll. We’re not 

downgrading all 
the good 

things you 
do, but 
somehow 
this has 
got to be 
brought 
down a 
little bit. 
We have 
a lot of 

other issues going on in our community.”
With the EMS decision, the County is 

hiring one EMS supervisor, but are deferring 
the hiring of a second. Asked by Dailloux 
about the impact, chief Tim Waite said with 
just one, it means “there will be several 
days without a supervisor at all for any time 
during the day. It does add additional on-call 
time for myself and management.” He said 
once a week every three weeks he works 
full-time and is also on call. He said those 
weeks are 24/7 for seven days. He added 
they will have to be “creative” with staffing 
that one person. 

Fearrey said he thought they would get the 
second position in the next budget year.

Carter added, “it sucks that we have to cut 
things out of the budget but there were not 
many other places to cut, unfortunately.”

As for scrapping the FoodCycler program, 
Dailloux said one rationale was return 
on investment, saving money in waste 
management costs by diverting food 
waste from landfills. “The idea behind the 
FoodCycler is to spend a little bit upfront so 
that we get longer-term savings both in this 
year and in future years.”

However, Carter said he understood the 
company did not get federal government 
funding. He added in Minden Hills, they are 
seeing the units being put in electronic waste. 
“The suggested savings may not be what 
they suggested.”

Coun. Walt McKechnie said “we’re 
not here trying to get rid of 

libraries.” File.

Central Food Network (CFN) says its 
food van project “has revolutionized food 
distribution locally.”

The project, funded through a grant from 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Local 
Food Infrastructure Fund and donations 
from the Rotary Club of Haliburton, 100.9 
CanoeFM radio bingo proceeds, and private 
donors, has exceeded all expectations, 
executive director Tina Jackson said.

The amount required for the van was 
funded faster than anticipated, she added, 
highlighting the support and dedication of 
the community.

“Since rolling onto Central Food 
Network’s lot seven months ago, the cargo 
van has been a game-changer, transporting 
an astounding 105,619 lbs of food with an 
estimated value of $371,779. Additionally, 
it has facilitated over 40 deliveries to 
other local food banks, diversifying the 
food available for all members of the 

community,” Jackson said.
“This cargo van is not only empowering 

us to reach more individuals in need but 
also enables us to better collaborate with 
neighboring food banks, maximizing the 
impact of our collective efforts at a time 
when its most needed,” said Tina Jackson, 
Executive Director of Central Food 
Network.”

The grant from Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada’s Local Food Infrastructure 
Fund provided essential support, while the 
contributions from local organizations and 
individuals demonstrated the community’s 
united effort to address food access issues, 
Jackson said.

Aaron Hill of Rotary Club of Haliburton 
said, “Food security in our communities 
is very important to us, and we’re proud 
to have played a part in this important 
initiative. The success of the food cargo 
van project underscores the impact that 

can be achieved when organizations and 
individuals come together to support their 
community.”

The majority of the food being transported 
is surplus food within the food bank 
network, highlighting the impact of food 
banks, food distributors and food producers 
in Ontario working together to ensure no 
food goes to waste, Jackson said.

“Central Food Network remains 
committed to its mission of eliminating 
food insecurity in the Haliburton Highlands. 
The cargo van represents a significant step 
forward in achieving this goal by improving 
food distribution and ensuring that no one 
in the community goes hungry.”

For more information about CFN and its 
initiatives, visit centralfoodnetwork.org or 
contact Tina Jackson at 705-448-9711.  
(Lisa Gervais).

Central Food Network driving up food success
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By Lisa Gervais

By Dr. Nell Thomas

Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 

Go Huskies Go

Money in my pocket
GUEST COLUMN

By Judy Paul, Environment Haliburton!

On Jan. 15, my husband and I received $200 
from the federal government. 

The same amount will be deposited in our 
account in April, July and October. Did you 
notice a credit on your account on that day? 
You could be forgiven if you didn’t know 
why you received that money. The wording 
in my credit union statement was ‘pre 
authorized credit.’ That could be a number of 
things, right? 

Formerly known as the ‘Climate Action 
Incentive Payment’, this deposit is now 
called the ‘Canada Carbon Rebate’(CCR). 
Apparently, people have complained online 
that they do not receive a carbon rebate. If 
they filed their taxes, however, they would 
receive a rebate. The CCR is deposited every 
three months to every household in Canada. 

To the dismay of the federal environment 
minister, banks are not labelling the credit 
accurately and the federal government 
is losing an opportunity to demonstrate 
its commitment to easing the transition 
away from fossil fuels. Many Canadians 
don’t realize they are getting money back 
to compensate for the carbon tax paid on 

gasoline, heating oil, propane and consumer 
items. 

In Haliburton County, because we are a 
rural community, we get a slightly higher 
amount than those who live in areas 
with public transportation options. In our 
household, the carbon tax is doing what 
it was intended to do, which is to help us 
reduce our use of fossil fuels and electrify. 
We now receive more money from the 
rebate than we pay in carbon taxes. How 
is that possible? Within the last year and a 
half, we installed a heat pump in our house 
and bought an electric car from a local 
dealership. Propane remains our back-up heat 
source but the amount we use has decreased 
dramatically. 

Contrary to misinformation sources, heat 
pumps work in cold temperatures. Ours is 
rated to -25 Celsius. By our calculations, it’s 
a financial win and a win for the climate. 
Heat pumps and electric cars, however, are 
not simple and inexpensive purchases. With 
a combination of savings, rebates, and a loan, 
we were able to accomplish these goals.

While we appreciated the federal rebates, 
an additional rebate from the provincial 
government, like those offered in British 

Columbia and Quebec, would have helped. 
It is challenging for many households and 
likely impossible for many, to electrify due 
to the significant upfront costs. Government 
assistance, like the grants available to switch 
from oil to a heat pump, are therefore key to 
enabling the majority of Canadians to reduce 
their reliance on fossil fuels. 

Some politicians want to eliminate carbon 
pricing and other taxes. Taxes are an 
investment in the well-being of citizens and 
the planet. The carbon tax/rebate system 
is a way to address both the cost-of-living 
crisis and the climate crisis. We need more 
programs that put us on the path to greater 
economic security and planetary health. To 
facilitate this shift, governments could insist 
that the minimum wage be a living wage, 
ensure there is affordable daycare, housing 
and dental care, and implement a guaranteed 
livable basic income. 

These initiatives will do more to contribute 
to the flourishing of citizens, communities, 
and our natural world than cutting taxes. 
Perhaps when people understand they are 
actually receiving rebates, we might hear 
“rebates are great’, instead of ‘axe the tax.’

Correction: In ‘McFaddens and hungry kids the winners’ (The Highlander, March 7), we said a fundraiser organized by Vince Duchene and 
Troy Austen raised $1,100 for Trillium Lakelands District School Boards’ Feed All Four Foundation program. It actually raised $8,100.  
We apologize for the error.  

Growing up outside of Sudbury, I spent a fair 
bit of time at the Sudbury Arena watching 
the Ontario Hockey League Sudbury Wolves.

One of the highlights then – and still today 
– is when the Wolves score and a taxidermy 
wolf descends from the rafters. It is, 
naturally, accompanied by a wolf howl. The 
tradition dates back well over 50 years.

Back then, there was also a portrait of 
Queen Elizabeth II at one end of the old 
hockey barn. In the glory days before netting, 
the then-monarch took a lot of pucks to the 
face. She was pretty disfigured by the time 
they took her down.

Attending the Haliburton County Huskies 
playoff game March 12, I was delighted to 
see the Haliburton Highlands Sports Hall 
of Fame has been duplicated on the wall 
behind the stands at the arena. It pays tribute 
to 17 athletes – including hockey builders 
A.J. LaRue and Lenny Salvatori and players 
Bernie Nicholls, Cody Hodgson, ‘Joe” Iles, 
Glen Dart, and Marla MacNaull. The hall’s 
first home is upstairs at the A.J. LaRue 
Arena.

In between periods, I noted the township 

of Minden Hills has done a good job of 
decorating the arena and community centre. 
There are fine display cases in the lobby, 
featuring championship trophies, photos 
and memorabilia, all paying tribute to our 
Highlands sporting glory. 

Inside the rink itself, there are banners 
marking the various team championships 
over the years. The Huskies logo is painted 
at centre ice. There is the requisite Canadian 
flag underneath the score clock. There were 
plenty of ‘Go Huskies Go’ posters in the 
stands.

The atmosphere is always good as a 
Huskies game here attracts about 500, and 
even more, in the playoffs. Had it been a 
better game – the blue and white lost 4-2 – 
the stands would have been a tad bit more 
raucous.

Susan was in the lobby flogging Huskies 
merch. Jess Jackson was running around the 
arena – as usual – making sure everything 
was in order. Owner Paul Wilson always 
presses the flesh. The bar staff and fine 
folks from Mulligan’s were busy upstairs. 
The kids, as usual, were running around and 

having a blast.
There was really 

only one thing 
missing – or maybe 
two or three. 

I wondered about 
the prospect of 
getting a stuffed 
Husky – maybe not 
a taxidermy one – but a replica, stringing it 
up on a wire, and running it across the roof 
every time the Huskies score – along with a 
blood-curdling dog howl.

Over the years, in Sudbury, there’s also 
been a large inflatable wolf head that the 
players have skated through. 

I also pondered the prospect of a portrait 
of King Charles II at one end of the arena. 
With the netting, we would be assured 
the monarch’s face would remain intact 
throughout the course of his reign.

Meanwhile, we are down two games to one 
in this first-round series with a pivotal match 
in Cobourg March 14. So, Go Huskies Go!

HAVE AN OPINION? 
Send your letters to editor@thehighlander.ca  

(300 words max)
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Good politicians  
are good people
Dear editor,
Mr. Poilievre, and what has become the 
Regressive Conservative Party, are in favour 
of cutting Canada’s aid to Ukraine.

Does anyone remember how this world 
stood by while Hitler invaded and devastated 
Poland?

Russia and Canada are in dispute over land 
claims now. Do we remember why the Dew 
Line was built?

As Putin and Trump, Poilievre, too, seems 
to have a great thirst for undisputed power. 
This is scary, particularly as our planet burns.

Politicians of every stripe should not be 
only interested in their own job and personal 
party power – good politicians are good 
people, who work as a team across party 
lines to find solutions for all, to save our 
planet and all its inhabitants. 

Do we remember that this is how Canada 
got Universal Health Care (CCF/NDP 
Tommy Douglas working with the Liberal 
government of the day?) And, most recently, 
(again thanks to the NDP and Liberals) 
achieving Canada’s Dental Plan and newly-
introduced PharmaCare Bill. 

Using fear, misinformation and anger to 
create and fuel division does not belong in 
politics, does not protect democracy, and will 
not serve to protect our planet or fix what is 
broken in our country, or in our world.

Working together, finding common 
ground and building just solutions – is what 
governing is about – it is what we want for 
our families, our communities, our planet.

The value of learning from history is to 
help prevent us from repeating mistakes 
and committing atrocities. It is also a very 
valuable roadmap for continuing to build 
on accomplishments toward achieving an 
equitable society and healthier planet.

Fred Phipps 
Haliburton 

All we hear are…crickets
Dear editor,
I support the concerted attempts by Christine 
and Jim Legge to question Dysart council on 
why STRs are allowed to operate businesses 
in residential zones. 

Subsequent to their Jan. 23 presentation 
to Dysart council, Mayor Murray Fearrey 
agreed to look into this question of legality of 
STRs in residential zones.

Based on a subsequent letter submitted by 
Christine and Jim Legge to The Highlander, 
published March 7, they are still waiting 
for a response, along with other concerned 
residents.

It is not only extremely disappointing, but 
discouraging and frustrating when council 
does not respond to constituent concerns and 
follow up with a public consultation about 
the legality of STRs in residential zones.

Unfortunately, all we can hear are… 
crickets

Jaan and Patty Luubert 
Dysart
Editor’s note: Dysart et al planner Jeff Iles 
has since responded to the Luuberts. 

LETTERS

PHOTOS OF THE WEEK

Left: Fred Pyziak sent this photo, captioned ‘some Blue Jays steal bases, others steal peanuts.’ Right: ‘Cabin in the Woods’ by W.J. Meharg, West Lake, Dysart et al.

SEND IN YOUR  
PHOTO OF THE WEEK

AND
SEND US YOUR OPINION!

Send them to editor@thehighlander.ca



March 14, 202410 Highlander news
AROUND THE COUNTY NEWS

HSAD offers public 
courses all-year long
HSAD’s 2024 course calendar is out. Copies 
can be picked up at the Haliburton campus 
and an online version is also available. 
Registration opened March 1.

The college said this year’s calendar 
brings some big changes to programming 
and continuing education at HSAD. Some 
continuing ed programs have already begun, 
with classes running throughout the winter 
months. Wednesday evening courses run over 
a six-week period for those unable to take 
classes during the day. Saturday workshops 
focus on new techniques taught in one day.

Full summer programming begins in June 
and runs until August. The summer months 
also feature HSAD’s Wednesday evening art 
talks and Thursday evening entertainment in 
the Great Hall.

There are new courses in video game 
design, improv comedy and jazz band. Book 
lovers can sign up for one of three courses 
celebrating the written word beginning in 
September. Young artists can spend time 
in HSAD’s studios learning glassblowing, 
blacksmithing and jewellery making in 
programs geared to teenagers.

New bus line struggles
After taking over the former TOK 
Coachlines Haliburton to Toronto bus 
Feb. 2, Entertainment Tour Travel Inc. has 
suspended service, blaming low ridership.

An announcement on the company website 
says, “thanks to all the customers who try to 
keep the bus service. We try our best but not 
enough rides at the moment, we will do a 
reassessment of the bus route.” 

It went on to say the route – which goes 
from Haliburton to Lindsay to Bowmanville, 
Oshawa and Toronto Yorkdale Mall - will be 
temporarily cancelled until May 1.

In announcing the new service, company 
spokesman Mark Williams said, “I think 
it’s going to be great. I really do believe it’s 
going to be awesome.”

YWCA announces  
annual bursaries
The YWCA Peterborough Haliburton 
education awards committee is now 
accepting applications for its 2024 Hazel 
Education Bursary. 

Applications are due April 18. They 
are intended to help women who have 
experienced gender-based violence reach 

their goals through education or training.
The YWCA board offers two bursaries 

of $1,500 and two bursaries of $2,500 to 
women who: have experienced barriers 
related to the impact of violence and abuse; 
have a dream to strengthen their economic 
security; are a resident of Peterborough City/
County or Haliburton County and seek to 
further their formal or informal education, or 
develop skills.

Women from rural areas will be given 
special consideration for this award, in 
honour of Hazel’s request.

To learn more or to apply, go to 
ywcapeterborough.org or contact Emily 
Jensen at 705-743-3526 ext. 120 or by email 
at ejensen@ywcapeterborough.org.
(Around the County news compiled by Lisa 
Gervais).

The Haliburton to Toronto bus run is temporarily suspended. Photo by entertainmentcoach.ca.
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U-Links celebration studies ‘key’ issues 
By Mike Baker
Benthic assessments of local waterways, 
wetlands analysis, localized seismic activity 
monitoring, and a study of native apple trees 
in Haliburton County are all on the agenda 
as U-Links gets ready to host its annual 
celebration of research. 

This year’s event is happening March 
23 at Haliburton School of Art + Design 
and features 21 projects led by student 
researchers over the past year, said Frank 
Figuli, U-Links’ program coordinator. 

“This is an opportunity for project hosts and 
the community at large to hear presentations, 
ask questions about the outcomes of the  
research and to network with other 
community members,” Figuli said. 

For years, U-Links has taken topics pitched 
by County residents and matched them 
with students from Fleming College, Trent 
University, and, new this year, Metropolitan 
Toronto University (MTU), to help identify 
issues, and find solutions, to various 

environmental, social, economic, and cultural 
concerns in the Highlands. 

The celebration provides a platform for 
students to present their findings and is also 
a great way for the community to learn more 
about various important topics, Figuli said. 

Celebrating its 25th anniversary this year, 
U-Links has facilitated over 300 research 
initiatives in the years since inception. 

There will be four projects showcased this 
year, with students discussing their findings 
during short, 10-minute presentations. 
Carmen Galea, a student at MTU, has been 
working alongside Luba Cargill, founder of 
ATIP Haliburton, to identify native apple tree 
locations across the County. Cargill recently 
told The Highlander more than 170 locations 
have been identified, including 10 orchards. 

“The long-term ambition… is to revitalize 
the heritage apple industry for Haliburton 
County, addressing things like opportunities 
for tourism, but also increasing the food 
security factor and finding ways to keep 

food production more localized,” Figuli said, 
noting Galea had spent roughly four months 
on the project. 

Trent University students Ainsley Tagett, 
Emily Colautti, and Jess Livingstone led a 
four-month investigation of wetlands north 
of Grace Lake last year. Figuli said the idea 
was to grade the wetland to determine its 
eligibility for provincially significant status. 

Students from Fleming College’s geological 
technician program carried out seismic 
activity monitoring on Grace Lake after 
finding evidence that a fault line runs under 
the body of water and will be presenting their 
findings at the event. 

There will also be a presentation 
showcasing results of a benthic 
macroinvertebrate assessment on Kawagama 
Lake, led by Trent University student Trinity 
Torejos. 

Figuli said benthic assessments were also 
completed on Koshlong, Haliburton and 
Gull lake systems, with an aquatic invasive 

species inventory completed for Kennisis 
Lake. 

Sean Campbell, executive director of 
Union Cooperative in Kitchener-Waterloo, 
will serve as the event’s keynote speaker, 
discussing ways to bring innovative housing 
projects online in small communities. Figuli 
said this is an important topic, with U-Links 
recently partnering with local residents Fay 
Martin, Fay Wilkinson, and Dave Wilfong, 
and grad students from Trent, to look into 
housing alternatives for Haliburton County. 
He expects results of that project will be 
available in the fall. 

“I’m excited for this year’s celebration – I 
think we’re going to get a good turnout… 
there will be lots of great updates and 
information shared. If you want to learn 
about what’s going on in Haliburton County, 
this is a great thing to come out for,” Figuli 
said. 

The celebration runs from 12:30 to 3 p.m. 
For more information, visit ulinks.ca.

A student discusses his work at a previous U-Links Celebration of Research event. File. 
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Committee Members Required

Council invites letters of interest from members of the public who are interested in serving on the 
Environment and Stewardship Committee or the Recreation Committee for the remaining term of Council.

Environment and Stewardship Committee
The Environment and Stewardship committee will provide input on the advancement of the Township’s 
policies and initiatives that contain environmental components. The Committee will also propose new 
initiatives for Council’s consideration in support of the Township’s commitments to environmental 
protection.

Recreation Committee
The Township of Algonquin Highlands Recreation Committee actively participates in the recommendation, 
development and implementation of recreation programs and events at recreation facilities and outdoor 
spaces throughout the Township.

To view the Terms of Reference for the Environment and Stewardship and Recreation Committees please 
visit the Township’s website at https://www.algonquinhighlands.ca/municipal-
services/committees/

Any person having an interest in being appointed to the Environment and Stewardship Committee or the
Recreation Committee is invited to submit an expression of interest no later than March 27, 2024,
to the attention of:

Dawn Newhook, Clerk/Deputy CAO
Township of Algonquin Highlands
1123 North Shore Road
Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1S0
T: (705) 489-2379 Ext. 333 | E: dnewhook@algonquinhighlands.ca

New business hopes 
to transform Highlands 
outdoor spaces
By Lisa Gervais
Shannon Hulme got his first taste of 
construction in Haliburton County when 
he worked on the MNRF headquarters in 
Algonquin Highlands.

He started in the trade in 2000, beginning 
as a labourer, then a licensed carpenter, site 
supervisor, and clerk of works, or contract 
administration. He looked after three 
courthouse projects, 17 or 18 OPP forensics 
units, and four MNRF projects, including the 
one in the County in 2015.

Born and raised in southwestern Ontario, he 
met his American-born wife, Mary, when the 
two were doing a spartan race on a mountain 
in Quebec. She moved to Canada seven years 
ago from downtown Chicago. 

They started a business called The Porch 
Doctor in 2017. And, two years ago in 
July, the couple and their children moved 
permanently to the Highlands.

They said their focus is on transforming 
outdoor spaces, primarily using premium 
waterproof deck coatings and custom 
aluminum railings. They specialize in a 
product called Flexstone. Shannon said it’s 
used on decks and flat roofs, porches, patios, 
balconies, sundecks, garage floors, pool 
decks, industrial floors, and wooden decks.

He noted it’s a seamless system with 
a 20-year warranty. As for the railings, 
Shannon said they come in four colours and 
have a 25-year warranty. They are also going 
to offer supply-only of PVC decking, fencing 
and railings. Next year, they will stock it. 

Since finding Flexstone, Shannon, who’s 
become a certified installer, estimates they’ve 
done about 1,000 porches and balconies, and 
six multi-story apartment buildings. “Not just 
anybody can install.”

The couple think the Highlands – with its 

lakes and cottages - is a good home for what 
they are offering.

Shannon takes care of the construction, 
while Mary – who has a university degree 
in graphic design - does the sales and 
marketing. She is also on the board of Abbey 
Gardens. 

They want to be part of the community. 
Mary said she joined the board two years ago 
because she wants to help make a difference. 
Shannon does some maintenance work onsite 
there. Their daughter works at the Hub.

The plan is to make their property on Hwy. 
118, just down the road from Abbey Gardens, 
into a bit of a showroom. Shannon is in the 
process of building a deck. “Everybody 
driving by is going to see a built deck with 
what we’re offering.” He’s already built a 
30 by 50-ft shop. The two plan to be at this 
year’s home show.

“Basically, we don’t have competition,” 
Shannon said. “We want to work with 
everybody. We’re trying to fit in. We’re a 
niche product.”

Mary added they would be an addition for 
a builder manufacturing a house. “It’s more 
of kind of finishing, but also fixing issues 
as well, for example if there’s a crack in a 
pool deck. So, it’s a solution and also an 
addition.”

As for their goals, Shannon said, “becoming 
a recognized brand up here that people trust 
and rely on, and providing new spaces for 
people to enjoy, and partnering with the local 
businesses to just provide something new.”

Mary added, “just integrate into the 
community, helping people boost their curb 
appeal… it could help sell a property, or just 
for them to enjoy themselves.”

Contact Sales@PorchDoctor.ca, 519-859-
4497, PorchDoctor.ca.

Mary and Shannon Hulme have brought The Porch Doctor to Haliburton County.  
Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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NATIVE PLANT SALE
Friends of Ecological and Environmental Learning

Fundraiser for the Haliburton-Muskoka-Kawartha 
Children’s Water Festival 

705-854-0284 • EcoEnviroLearn@gmail.com  

Plant pick-up Saturday May 18
from 10am-2pm

Pick-up Location: Abbey Gardens,
1012 Garden Gate Drive, Haliburton

Trees, Shrubs, Perennials, 
and Shoreline Bundles

order online at 
ecoenvirolearn.org 
Sale closes may 13, 2024

NOTICE
ADOPTION OF 2024 BUDGET
NOTICE is provided that the Council of the Township of 
Algonquin Highlands proposes to enact a By-law to adopt 
the 2024 Municipal Budget at its Regular Meeting scheduled 
for Thursday March 21, 2024.

The meeting will be held in the Council Chambers located at 
1123 North Shore Road, Algonquin Highlands commencing 
at 9:00 AM. Members of the Public may also observe Council 
proceedings by joining a live-stream link. The live-stream 
link can be found on the meeting Agenda at https://
algonquinhighlands.civicweb.net/portal/

Dated this 13th day of March 2024.

Dawn Newhook, Clerk/Deputy CAO
Township of Algonquin Highlands
1123 North Shore Road
Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1S0
T: (705) 489-2379 Ext. 333
E: dnewhook@algonquinhighlands.ca

Ryan MerrittRyan Merritt
sales representativesales representative

705-935-0601
thecottageteam.ca

Make an Educated Decision

Thinking of listing in the Spring? 
Contact me for a no pressure 

consultation.

Halco Electronics pulling the plug
By Lisa Gervais 
On a weekday afternoon, customers 
pop into The Source – Halco 
Electronics to wish owner Don van 
Nood and long-time employee, Ryan 
Urquhart, well as the two prepare to 
close the long-established Haliburton 
store this month.

They officially end their lease at 
160 Highland St. March 31 but will 
likely start winding down the week 
before.

They are selling stock as well as 
business furnishings.

Van Nood has owned the shop since 
opening the May 24, 1999 weekend. 
This year would have been 25 years. 

Bell announced Jan. 18 it was 
winding down operations at The 
Source, transitioning 165 stores 
to Best Buy Express, with the 
remainder closing.

Van Nood said it didn’t make 
economic sense to continue – and he 
could not find a buyer - so decided it 
was finally time to retire.

“The economic climate was not 
conducive to continuing, and The 
Source closing their shops at the 

same time made it uneconomical to 
continue. That was part of it.”

After a quarter of a century as 
a Highland Street mainstay, the 
proprietor said it was the end of 
an era. “As far as the world of 
electronics goes, we’ve worked with 
Radio Shack, then Circuit City, then 
The Source by Circuit City, and then 
Bell, and right now we’re working 
with Best Buy. It’s been a long run.”

He added they will miss their long-
time customers, of whom many 
have become friends. There are also 
some aspects of the business they 
won’t miss, such as a 2018 robbery. 
Van Nood joked he won’t miss 
the downtown traffic and gridlock 
coming to, and going home from, 
work. He is looking forward to 
spending more time with two young 
grandchildren. 

Urquhart has been with the business 
for 25 years, joining as a high school 
co-op student. Van Nood said he is 
like a son.

“It’s emotional… it’s going to 
be a change for sure,” Urquhart 
commented.

Owner Don van Nood and long-time employee Ryan Urquhart. Photo by Lisa Gervais.

The Space in Haliburton is offering drop-in 
workshops, as well as open studio time. 

Owner Scott Walling has already begun his 
‘stop, collaborate and listen’ sessions, which 
are being held Tuesdays until April 2.

Coming up, on March 19, is ‘thrifted 
frame treasures.’ Walling describes it as 
“bring new life to your thrifted art treasures. 
Whether it’s just a frame that needs some 

love, your want to re-mat an artwork, or it’s 
a whole new makeover, I’m here to help.”

The next offering is on March 26. It is 
‘needle-felted gnomes.’ Walling is urging 
people to “craft an adorable felt gnome to 
add a touch of whimsy to your home or as a 
present for a loved one.”

On April 2, it’s all about ‘working 
digitally’ with an opportunity to learn 

what is possible working in Photoshop, 
Lightroom and Illustrator. People can 
register for the workshops, with starting 
times of 1, 3 and 6 p.m. on offer

Walling said, “if you want a space to 
create with some materials, feedback/
critique or just someone to work and talk 
art with, whether you’re a seasoned artist 
or just discovering your own creative side, 

The Space welcomes everyone to join in, let 
your imagination run wild.”

Open studios run Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
“Stop in and create. Collaborate on some 
work, try your hand at something new and 
see what hidden talents you have,” Walling 
said. Follow them on @thespace_hali 
(Lisa Gervais).

Stop, collaborate and listen at The Space
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All about
natural
gardens 
in the
Highlands

Download this free
handbook at
groundedgardens.ca

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, MARCH 24TH AT 1:00

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION, HALIBURTON BRANCH
Love paddling & connecting with new friends? 

Interested in Dragon Boat Paddling? 
Join us and learn about our club, meet current members, 

and get excited about being on the water this season.

No registration required. Everyone is welcome.
 

www.haliburtonhighlandspaddlers.ca

thehighlander.ca

County-written classic 
returning at the opera
By Mike Baker
Highlands Opera Studio (HOS) has released its 2024 season 
lineup with Mishaabooz’s Realm, a traditional Indigenous 
story created specifically for the local group, one of two 
featured operas – making its first appearance in Haliburton 
County in seven years. 

HOS co-artistic director, Valerie Kuinka, said there’s lots 
for classical music enthusiasts to sink their teeth into this 
year. Celebrating their 18th season in the Highlands, HOS 
has 17 performances lined up for July and August. 

Mishabooz’s Realm, written by Cree First Nation composer 
Andrew Balfour, will run for two nights Aug. 15 and 17 at 
the Northern Lights Performing Arts Pavilion. 

“It was conceived as a sesquicentennial project… with the 
intention of building a reconciliatory work combining a sort 
of cultural interaction between western opera and traditional 
Indigenous storytelling,” Kuinka said. “It tells the story of 
creation, colonization and hope for the future.”

Given the continued findings of residential school burial 
grounds in recent years, coupled with what Kuinka says is a 
complete lack of societal attention to murdered and missing 
Indigenous women, she feels it’s important to bring this 
production back.

“There are lots of very serious issues we deal with, and 
we’ve had more talks about how to appropriately portray 
them in a short, but powerful work. It’s all about educating 
people and bringing these things to the front of people’s 
mind,” Kuinka said. 

The Barber of Seville is the other feature presentation, with 

four performances Aug. 22 to 25, also at the Northern Lights 
Performing Arts Pavilion. 

“It’s a hilarious opera… from Bugs Bunny cartoons to 
movie soundtracks, The Barber of Seville, by Rossini, is one 
of the most popular and recognizable Italian comic operas,” 
she said. “Join us for the hilarious antics as Figaro helps 
Almaviva outwit the doddering and conniving Bartolo for 
the hand of the beautiful Rosina. Fun for all ages.”

There are four concerts scheduled, featuring local HOS 
acts – ‘Opera to Broadway’ Aug. 1 at St. George’s Anglican 
Church; ‘Pop Goes the Opera’ Aug. 7 at St. George’s 
Anglican Church; ‘Celebrations’ Aug. 10 at Abbey Gardens 
Performance Tent; and ‘Homecoming’ Aug. 19 at St. 
George’s Anglican Church. 

Kuinka is also excited to bring back four community 
pay-what-you-can events – giving everyone the chance to 
catch HOS in action. ‘Why Choose Opera’ is pencilled in 
for July 29 at Abbey Gardens Performance Tent; ‘Music on 
the Water’ Aug. 3, a beach opera on a lake to be decided 
in Haliburton County; ‘Casual Song Soiree’ Aug. 12 at 
St. George’s Anglican Church; and a surprise pop-up 
performance Aug. 16 at the Northern Lights Performing Arts 
Pavilion. 

“I’m excited every year to bring this art form to Haliburton 
County. It’s a challenging time in the world… it seems 
today, there’s not much room for the arts. But music is 
fun. Bringing light and beauty into the world is our main 
purpose,” Kuinka said. 

Tickets at highlandsoperastudio.com, or by calling 1-855-
455-5533 and using the code ‘Highlander24’. 

Highlands Opera Studio is excited for the 2024 performing season. Submitted. 
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Rest At
Nomi

Our outdoor and indoor 

spa, hydroptherapy - steam 

and shower are ideal for 

individuals coming here for 

the day to enjoy the warm 

spa water outdoors and 

indoors - Nordic type 

experience followed by 

a spa lunch.

The Ultimate Spa 
experience at Nomi 
Resort, includes 
hydrotherapy access.

4727 Elephant Lake Road | Township of Dysart (Harcourt)
County of Haliburton ON K0L 1X0

1-888-765-9951 | nomiresort.com | 8fifty.ca

Rejuvination
season is coming

Access Hours

$60 - Day Pass (9am - 5pm)

$70 - Twilight Soak (5pm - 8pm)

That’s a rap-tor
Oohs and aahs could be heard from all corners of the Haliburton Forest Wolf Centre March 
12 as the facility hosted a Predator Prowl educational workshop. The event was a big hit, 
with more than 30 people attending the afternoon session, which featured a tour of the wolf 
centre and presentation from Royal Canadian Falconry. Another Predator Prowl is scheduled 
for March 16.

Top: Amy MacAlpine of Royal Canadian Falconry introduces guests to Skye, an eight-
year-old Gyrfalcon. Middle: Seven-year-old Olive shows off a falcon feather following the 
workshop. Above: A crowd of people piled into the theatre room at the Haliburton Forest 
Wolf Centre to learn more about flying feathered predators from Amy MacAlpine of Royal 
Canadian Falconry. Photos by Mike Baker.
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Sale
March

Minden
1016 Ravine Rd.
Mon – Fri 8am -5pm
877-286-2946
sales@justebikes.ca
justebikes.ca

Authorized Dealer for Magicycle & Swagman

Our lowest Our lowest 

prices ofprices of
the yearthe year

Sale ends March 29

March break at Sir Sam’s
Sir Sam’s Ski/Ride was a flurry of activity March 12 as hundreds of skiiers and 
snowboarders took to the slopes for some March Break fun. While the weather was warm, 
the snow held up throughout the day. 

With the kids off for March Break, families took the opportunity to have some fun in the 
snow while it’s still around. Photos by Mike Baker.
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Free Site Visit
WSIB Compliant 

Well Drilling 
Well Inspection

Geothermal Drilling
Hydro Fracturing

Pump Installation

Site Clearing
Drilling & Blasting

Road Building
Driveway Maintenance

Utility Trenches 
Backfilling

Septic Systems
Excavation

Trucking Services
Retaining Walls

Landscaping

ToTal
Site Services Inc.

Make your first call the only call you need to make!

Tel  705.457.9558 
Toll Free  877.586.8232

6522 Gelert Rd., RR#2 
Haliburton, ON  K0M 1S0

www.totalsiteservices.ca

Water Well &
Geothermal Inc.
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need t ile?

We’ve got you covered!

705-341-9170
info@kegelheatingandcooling.ca

DID YOU KNOW...
Kegel is one of the leading companies for oil 

burning technology in the area?

 We service a wide range of oil 
burning appliances including 
furnaces, water heaters, tube 

heaters and boilers. 

Book your cleaning for 
the new year! 

Call or email the offi  ce for more details.

Symposium to feature top apple experts
By Mike Baker
If County resident Luba Cargill has her way, 
Haliburton will soon be competing with 
New York City over the nickname ‘The Big 
Apple’. 

Having launched ATIP Haliburton last year 
– an organization committed to finding and 
promoting the existence of apple trees in the 
Highlands – Cargill has organized a two-day 
symposium May 16 and 17, which she says 
will bring some of the continent’s top apple 
identifiers and researchers to the community. 

It all comes after a game-changing 
discovery late last year, which Cargill said 
proves the existence of native Haliburton 
apples. 

“The provincial government has established 
a line showing where apples grow in 
Ontario, and Haliburton County is north of 
that line. Apples shouldn’t grow here, but 
we know now that they do,” Cargill said, 
referencing an 1890 edition of The Canadian 
Horticulturalist, which discusses the 
Haliburton apple. 

After a County-based reader mailed 
two apple samples to the publication, 
accompanied with a letter, the now defunct 
magazine published a response, saying, 
“this is no doubt a purely local apple.” It 
was described as medium in size and a pale-
yellow colour, save for the side exposed to 
the sun, which turns carmine red marked 
with splashes and streaks of a deeper hue. 

Cargill credited this discovery to Steve Hill, 
recently retired curator of the Haliburton 

Highlands Museum. 
“It’s such an important find, because it 

proves to us that apples have grown in 
Haliburton County for well over a century,” 
Cargill said. 

Since launching ATIP Haliburton, Cargill 
said she’s identified 177 apple tree locations, 
including 10 orchards, the smallest featuring 
about 10 trees and the biggest more than 200. 

When putting plans together for the 
symposium, Cargill said her primary goal 
was to provide information to people that 
own apple trees on how to properly care 
for and cultivate them. Then, following the 
Haliburton apple discovery, she decided she 
wanted to get into the history of apples in the 
County. 

She was discussing a potential itinerary 
with friends, who said Cargill should reach 
out to renowned apple hunter and orchardist, 
Tom Brown. Based in North Carolina, 
Brown spends much of his time searching 
for lost heirloom apple varieties across North 
America. 

He is one of five keynote speakers at the 
symposium, joining Helen Humphries, author 
of The Ghost Orchard; Brian Husband, a 
University of Guelph professor and lead of 
the Ontario Heritage and Feral Apple Project; 
Pauline Plooard, of Haliburton County 
Master Gardeners, who will discuss her 
group’s heritage apple project; and Carmen 
Galea, ATIP Haliburton coordinator, who will 
provide a historical context and preliminary 
inventory of apple trees in the County. 

There will be other speakers throughout 
the two-day event, including Aisha Malik 
of Harvest Haliburton, Gena Robertson of 
SIRCH Community Services, and Scott 
Ovell, the County’s director of economic 
development and tourism, who will address 
the benefits of apple trees for food security, 
climate, business, and tourism. 

“We don’t have many large events in May. 
This will be very educational, people will 

learn a lot about apples… then enjoy a drive 
around the County for our self-directed apple 
blossom tour,” Cargill said. “I’d really like 
to see this become a big, annual, recurring 
event.”

The symposium will be held in Haliburton 
village May 16 and 17, location to be 
determined. For more information, visit 
appletreeshaliburton.ca. 

Luba Cargill hopes to make her upcoming ‘All About Apple Trees’ symposium an annual 
event. Submitted. 
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Office: (705) 457-4576
Fax: (705) 457-1494

Professionalism at “Your Service”

705-457-4576 
steve@churkoelectric.com
www.churkoelectric.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL
15492 Highway #35. | Carnarvon | Ontario
    705-489-2212 | sales2@cottagecbs.com

COTTAGE COUNTRY BUILDING SUPPLIESCOTTAGE COUNTRY BUILDING SUPPLIES

705-457-2510
haliburtonlumber.com

sales@haliburtonlumber.com

5148 Cty Rd 21
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Show 
them your 

bark

Moving the Highlands
T E A M

TERRY CARR
Sales Representative

Cell: 705-935-1011
movingthehighlands.com

Celebrating Over 40 Years • Rod Thurston, Owner
GENERAL CONTRACTOR • CUSTOM BUILT COUNTRY HOMES

ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS
705-457-1224 | 866-343-4985 | info@rodcoen.com | rodcoen.com

thehighlander.ca

It’s what everyone’s reading.

Proud supporter of 
The Huskies
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Toothless Huskies down in first round
By Mike Baker
The Haliburton County Huskies find 
themselves in a hole, down two games to 
one, in their OJHL first round playoff series 
against the Cobourg Cougars. 

Boasting home ice advantage, the blue and 
white enjoyed a perfect start to the post-
season March 9, downing the Cougars 3-2 in 
overtime in front of 625 fans at S.G. Nesbitt 
Memorial Arena in the series’ opening match, 
before dropping game two 6-1 in Cobourg 
March 11, and game three 4-2 on Tuesday 
evening in Minden.

The atmosphere was electric inside a 
sold-out arena on Saturday afternoon as the 
Huskies kickstarted their post-season with a 
win. Patrick Saini got the home side off to 
the perfect start 9:59 into the opening frame, 
burying one past Cougars netminder Ryan 
Piros to send the home fans into a frenzy. 
The captain’s tally was assisted by fellow 
20-year-old forward, Charlie Fink. 

Alex Bradshaw doubled the lead at 16:57, 
assisted by Saini and Ethan Wright, as 
the Huskies took control. They looked 
comfortable through to the end of the second, 
with goaltender Brett Fullerton in peak form, 
turning away 23 shots across the two periods. 

The Cougars came roaring back in the third, 
Michael De Sousa finding an answer for 
Fullerton at 1:54, assisted by Riley Pitt and 
Matt Mueller to make it a one-goal game. 
They peppered the Huskies goal throughout 
the period, outshooting the home side 16-3, 
but struggled to find another way past 
Fullerton. 

With the clock ticking down, defenceman 
Tyson Rismond took a tripping penalty at 
18:04, with Saini handed a second tripping 
minor at 19:24. The Cougars’ Jack Falkner 
made them pay, beating the buzzer to tie the 
game at 19:59 on a six-on-three powerplay, 
with Piros on the bench.

The Huskies weren’t to be denied though, 
Saini helping himself to the game-winner 
5:45 into the extra frame, assisted by Fink 
and Noah Lodoen. 

Cougars 6 Huskies 1
It was a much different story on the road 
in Cobourg on Monday evening, with the 
Cougars dominating much of the game. 

Trevor Hoskin, the OJHL’s regular season 
points leader, notched his first of the series 
12:03 into the first, assisted by Falkner and 
Pitt. Jordan Fuller extended the lead three 
minutes later on assists from Andy Reist and 
Parker Petruniak. Jonathan Kapageridis made 
it a three-goal game 2:18 into the second, 
assisted by Michael De Sousa and Lucas 
Stanojevic. 

The Huskies showed some fight – Lucas 
Marshall making it a game at 6:43, assisted 
by Saini and Lodoen. After the Cougars’ 
Jesse English was sent to the box for 
boarding at 14:35, the Huskies powerplay 
went to work, but couldn’t find a way 
past Piros. Stanojevic stuck a dagger 
in Haliburton hearts at 15:58, scoring 
shorthanded to give Cobourg a 4-1 lead at 
the end of the second. 

While the Huskies outshot their opponents 
in the third, it was to no avail – Hoskin 
added a fifth for the Cougars two minutes 
into the final frame, chasing Fullerton from 
the Huskies net, with all-star rookie Logan 
Kennedy brought in. He made three saves 
on four shots – giving up the game’s final 
goal to Logan Kelly on the powerplay at the 
12-minute mark. 

The Huskies ran up multiple penalties as the 
game drew to a close – Lucas Vacca earning 
a two minute minor for roughing and game 
misconduct for unsportsmanlike conduct, 
Milic two-minutes for cross checking, Lucas 
Stevenson two-minutes for slashing, Aidan 
Yarde two-minutes for roughing and a game 
misconduct for unsportsmanlike conduct, and 
Fink ejected for unsportsmanlike conduct.

Cougars 4 Huskies 2
The Huskies were chasing their tail for 
much of Tuesday’s match-up in Minden. 
While the home side started well, they 
found themselves a goal behind after just 

five minutes, with Matt Mueller firing past 
Fullerton after being teed up by Kapageridis 
and Jack Lowry. 

Fuller extended Cobourg’s lead 3:38 into 
the second, assisted by Hoskin. Saini made 
it a one-goal game at 16:01, scoring on the 
powerplay from Milic and Ty Petrou after 
Owen McKinnon’s two-minute slashing 
minor. 

It was a tense opening to the third, with the 
Huskies digging in to kill off a two-minute 
Rismond boarding penalty. They had a 
powerplay opportunity of their own a few 
minutes in, after Kelly was sent to the box 
for tripping, but couldn’t find a way past the 

impressive Piros. 
Andy Reist scored his first of the series at 

8:01 on the powerplay after Antonio Cerqua 
was punished for tripping. Mueller made sure 
of the result at 13:26, assisted by Hoskin and 
Fuller, who had a three-point night. Saini 
added a late consolation for the Huskies 
at 19:07, giving him his sixth point of the 
series. 

The Huskies are back in action tonight on 
the road in Cobourg, with Game 5 back in 
Haliburton March 16. Game 6, if needed, 
is in Cobourg March 17, with Game 7 in 
Haliburton March 19.

Lucas Stevenson questions a referee call. Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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Minden & Haliburton

5201 County Rd. 21
Haliburton, ON

705-457-1402

16 Bobcaygeon Rd.
Minden, ON
705-286-1351

HomeHardware.ca
Learn more at

Top: Patrick Saini prepares for a faceoff. Middle: Huskies players and coaching staff watch 
intently from the bench. Above: Saini makes a power move towards the Cougars net. 
Photos by Lisa Gervais.

Playoff schedule
• Game 4: March 14, 7 p.m. Cobourg
• Game 5: March 16, 4 p.m. Minden
• Game 6: March 17, 5:30 p.m. Cobourg
• Game 7: March 19, 7 p.m., Minden

Jerry and Dale Walker are arranging a bus to Cobourg for the game on Thursday evening,  
leaving Haliburton at 3:30 from Haliburton Home Hardware and 3:50 from Minden Home 
Hardware. The cost is $40 cash only per person. If you are interested in reserving a seat, 
call Dale Walker at 705-457-3134. There are 50 seats available on a first come basis and 
tickets can be purchased at Saturday’s game.

Home game tickets can be purchased at Foodland in Haliburton or Minden. It is likely they 
will be sold out and no tickets available to purchase at the door on game days.
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705-457-1386   hawkriver.ca

YEARSYEARS4545
#buildinghaliburton

OVER

AUTO PARTS

Highway 35 Minden (across form Ridgewood Ford)  
705-286-1011

For every auto or marine battery donated 
to CarQuest

We will donate $18 to Storm Minor Hockey

P R O U D
S P O N S O R

U11 LL Cottage Country 
Building Supplies
The U11 Cottage Country Building Supplies 
Local League team had a fantastic season. 
We were a team to be reckoned with all year 
long with an impressive 13-2-1 record. 

Supported on our back end with superb 
goaltending from Mason Bishop and Gavin 
Suke allowed us to be competitive every 
game and the two shared defensive duties 
when not in the cage. 

Solid defensive play in front of our goalies 
from the likes of Brody Alton, Beau Gilmour, 
Grayson Thomas and Olivia Emmerson, 
allowed the team to capitalize in the 
offensive zone. 

Continuous effort up and down the wings 
with evolved positional play led to many 
scoring opportunities for the likes of Aliyah 
Cox, Jase Jones, and Kylie Simms. 

The heavy lifting up the middle was 
shouldered by three interchangeable pivots 

in Everett Bjelis, Miller Brown, and James 
Hamilton. 

Going into MPSL playoffs, we were 
confident it was our bracket to lose, 
but unfortunately came up short in the 
semifinals. 

Overall, a tremendous developmental 
season filled with lots of fun and great 
memories. It was a very tight knit group, 
always supportive of each other on and off 
the ice; working together to bring everyone’s 
skill set forward as a team. 

A special thank you to Rachel Smith for all 
of her hard work in managing our team. 

All the parents and bench staff - of Stefan 
Bjelis, Chris Bishop, and Ryan Emmerson 
- are very proud of this group in all of 
their accomplishments this season. It was a 
pleasure coaching this great group of players. 
(Submitted).

U11 LL Carquest
As the season has come to end, as the coach, I am so proud 
of all the boys and girls. We ended the season in fourth 
overall and lost out to go to the semi-finals by one goal.

We had one player, Reed Brown, that had an incredible 
season. In only his second year of hockey he was tied for 
overall points in all LL divisions and lead the U11 LL 
division in overall points as well as in the regular season.

Our captain Kora Reid was the backbone of our team and 
was the best person to take on that roll. Harper Hamilton 
(first time playing hockey) and Jaxon Demerchant both 
finished 16th and 23rd overall in points as well.

Also, I have to mention that every player on the team 
either scored a goal or had an assist, which show how much 

we played as a team to have everyone get a point. 
All the other players showed so much improvement 

throughout the year. The team came together after the 
Christmas break and only lost one game. 

Myself and all the other coaches; Jeff, Mike, and Jamie are 
so proud of our boys and girls. 

Lastly, I need to speak of our AP U9 players. Nolan and 
Cohen Carpenter and Jackson Little. They supported all 
year from the stands and at practice until they were able to 
play. The three boys were a vital part of our success once 
they joined us as well. (Submitted by coach Kevin).  
(Photos by Tim Tofflemire).
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pl.ural

TRAIL STRATEGY

Wednesday, March 20 | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
2249 Loop Road, Wilberforce

For more information, visit www.highlandseast.ca

Open House

Custom Home Builder

Quality builds done efficiently
We specialize in structural framing and 

exterior finishes

Call Today
Aaron • 705-500-4922 | Luis • 647-981-4894

Haliburton School of Art + Design, Fleming College,297 College Dr., Haliburton
REGISTER: ULINKS.CA OR SCAN CODE

FREE ADMISSION    FREE PARKING    SNACKS & REFRESHMENTS

Keynote Speaker:
Sean Campbell, Union Co-operative Housing

Featured Research Presentations:
Long Forgotten Fruits - Apple Tree Inventory
Grace Lake Wetland Assessment
Kawagama Lake Benthos Assessment
Grace Lake Seismic Activity Monitoring
+ 21 research posters by Trent University, Fleming College & MTU Students

March 23rd, 2024
12:30 - 3pm

ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION
OF RESEARCH
25th A� iv� s� y

Leveling up their Jiu Jitsu skills
Open Sky Jiu Jitsu recently hosted their 2nd annual winter grading day for the kids of 
Haliburton County and Kawartha Lakes.

Special guest professor Andrew Buckley, a first-degree Jiu Jitsu black belt, came to support 
the event as students of Open Sky leveled up their skills in the art of Jiu Jitsu, owner and 
instructor Veronica Abrenica said.

The results of this grading are as follows:
•  White belt 1st red stripe: Ari Anna Hirstwood, Hudson Ideson, Addison and Sadie Lester, 

Carter and Violet Lowes, Nash Nelson, Lennon Tiffin.
• White belt 1st degree: Jace Skinner, Theo Jones.
• White belt 1st degree, red stripe: Elliot Kim, Magdalene Letourneau, Jude Williams.
• White belt 2nd degree, red stripe: Bailee Wells, James Foster, Olly William.
• White belt 3rd degree, red stripe: Eden Roscoe, Madeline and Elana Jackson
• White Blue belt: Annika Clark, Keira Legassie, Preston Hall.
• Grey White Belt: Brady Smith.
• Grey White belt, red stripe: Mykola Danilko, Henry Lane.
• Grey White Belt 1st degree: Audrey and Teagan Legassie, Braxton Parro, Rhea Skinner.
• Grey White Belt 2nd degree: Tally Diesberger.
• Grey White Belt 4th degree: Ava Joseph-Hill. (Lisa Gervais).

Open Sky Jiu Jitsu owner and instructor, Veroncia Abrenica, with some of her students at 
the Norland studio. Submitted. 
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4727 Elephant Lake Road | Township of Dysart (Harcourt)
County of Haliburton ON K0L 1X0

1-888-765-9951 | nomiresort.com | 8fifty.ca

BOOK NOW for a breathtaking 

culinary experience.  

Call 888-765-9951

Experience
Robust Cuisine
Serving a level of cuisine you’d 

expect from an acclaimed urban 

eatery, Lands 8Fifty, a nod to 

the hundreds of forested acres 

thriving around us, is where 

superb international cuisine 

meets Haliburton’s striking 

natural scenery.

Browse our wide variety of wines 

and pair it with our culinary selections!
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Municipality of 

Dysart et al 
www.dysartetal.ca 

705-457-1740 
 

Download our free mobile app 
Haliburton County Waste Wizard 

Textile Recycling 
Along with donating gently used clothing to the Haliburton 4Cs Lily Ann Thrift 
Store and the SIRCH Community Services’ Thrift Warehouse, Dysart ratepayers 
can drop off textiles for recycling at Haliburton, Harcourt, Kennisis Lake,  
West Bay, and West Guilford Landfills during regular operating hours. 
 
Place textiles in clear bags to help keep materials dry. 

 While textiles should be clean, our textile recycling program will also accept 
torn, worn out, stained or scrap textiles.  

 Bedding, Blankets, Curtains, Fabric, Pillows, Sleeping Bags, Towels 

Single and 
paired shoes 
accepted 

 Items you wear “head to foot” (including undergarments) 
Clothes (including undergarments and socks), Hats, Scarves, Ties, Jackets, Coats, Belts, Shoes 
(including single shoes), Jewelry, Purses, Backpacks)  

Success! 
In 2023, Dysart collected 

20.85 metric tonnes 
(45,969 lbs) of textiles 

for recycling! 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION EVENTS
Royal Canadian Legion - Branch 129 
Haliburton weekly activities
Mondays: Bridge at 1 p.m. in the Schofield Rm.
Tuesdays: League darts 7 p.m. Haliburton Army 
Cadets practice 6:30-9 p.m. 
Wednesdays: Bid euchre 1 p.m. start, main hall. 
Scottish country dancing throughout February, 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the main hall. Everyone is 
welcome. Contact Jim at 705-457-6962. Bingo 
is back, featuring a brand new machine. There’s 
a $1,000 jackpot on the first Wednesday of the 
month.   
Thursdays: General meeting third Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. & ladies auxiliary last 
Thursday of the month at 1 p.m.
Fridays: Meat draw, five draws, five prizes each 
draw, first draw at 4:30 p.m., last draw at 6:30 
p.m., tickets $2 per draw. Ed Pickard, MC. Friday 
fun darts 4:30 p.m. onwards.                                      
Saturdays: 50/50 draw 4 p.m. Tickets $1 each, 
available in the Clubroom. 

Clubroom hours: Mon 3-6 p.m., Tues 3-9 p.m., 
Wed/Thurs 3-6 p.m., Fri 3-7 p.m. & Sat 3-6 p.m.  

Come on out and support Haliburton Legion 
Branch 129… everyone is welcome!

The Legion’s mandate is to help veterans, assist 
with their mental health and social wellbeing, 
provide a feeling of togetherness and combat 
isolation. We cater to seniors, but all are welcome 
to attend our events.

Royal Canadian Legion - Branch 519 
Coboconk
Second Monday of the month: General meeting 
- 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays: Soup and sandwich lunch, 11:30 a.m. 

to 1:15 p.m. Euchre - 1 p.m. Open Darts - 7 p.m.
First Wednesday of the month: Big Buck Bid 
Euchre from 11 a.m. $15 per person.
Saturdays: Meat Roll at 3 p.m. 

Royal Canadian Legion - Branch 624 
Wilberforce
March 14: HHHS social 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Open 
2 to 6 p.m.
March 15: Open 2 to 9 p.m. Wings and jam 
session 5 to 8 p.m. 
March 16: Open 2 to 6 p.m. Meat draw at 3 p.m. 
March 17-19: Closed
March 20: Open 2 to 6 p.m. Darts at 2 p.m. 

If you are planning an event, our Ladies Auxiliary 
would be pleased to cater. Please call the branch 
at 705-448-2221 to arrange your event.

Royal Canadian Legion - Mabel D. Brannigan 
Branch 636 Minden
Monday - Thursday: Lunch 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with regular menu and daily special including 
Liver Lovers’ Tuesday.
Friday Fish & Chips & Wings. Lunch 11 a.m. to  
2 p.m. and dinner 4-7 p.m.
Saturday all day breakfast 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. with 
meat draws at 11 a.m.

Call ahead any day for take-out: 705-286-4541

Weekly activities:
Karaoke: call for dates
Monday: Euchre 1-3 p.m. Rug Hookers every 
second week.
Thursday: Cribbage 1-3 p.m., Darts 7-9 p.m. 
and euchre 7-9 p.m.

EVENTS
March 14-31  
Stedmans Department Store in Minden is hosting 
an Easter colouring contest, with the winner 
earning a basket full of goodies. For children 
aged 12 and under. Visit Stedmans to pick up 
a colouring page and drop off when finished to 
enter the draw. Pictures will be put in the store 
windows for all to view. Submissions due by 
March 29. Draw taking place March 30. For more 
information, call 705-286-1188.
March 14, 1 p.m.  
The Dysart branch of the Haliburton County 
Public Library is hosting an interactive movie 
screening of Finding Nemo! Free to attend.
March 14, 7:30 p.m.  
The Lake Kashagawigamog Association (LKO) 
presents ‘Love your Lake’, a new seminar series 
held over Zoom. Speaker Howard Simkover will 
discuss the upcoming solar eclipse, on April 8. 
This talk will describe the many kinds of eclipses, 
what they are, when they happen, what causes 
them, and why they’re so rare. To register, visit 
lko.ca.
March 15, 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.  
Meet authors and educators Daniela Ferrante and 
Dina Russo-De Cotiis from Little Light Books 
and hear them read from their ‘With Your Help’ 
series. At the Dysart library at 10:30 a.m. and the 
Minden library at 2 p.m. Visit haliburtonlibrary.ca 
to register.
March 16, 2 p.m.   
The Dysart location of the Haliburton County 
Public Library is hosting an information session 
for youth on native pollinator plants. Learn how 
to choose which plants best fit your garden. To 
register, visit haliburtonlibrary.ca.
March 16, 4 to 7 p.m.  
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at the Haliburton 
Legion, featuring ‘The Highland Trio’. A stew 
dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. Admission is $5 
for non-members.

March 20, 7 to 8 p.m.  
100 Women Who Care Haliburton County 
hosts their spring event at Castle Antiques in 
Haliburton. Three local charities have been 
nominated, with one to be chosen as this period’s 
beneficiary. Tax receipts are given directly from 
the chosen charity. Bring a friend, learn about the 
100 Women group, and the growing needs in the 
community.
March 20, 7:30 p.m.  
The Lake Kashagawigamog Association (LKO) 
presents ‘Love your Lake’, a new seminar series 
held over Zoom. Sgt. Dave Moffatt, a provincial 
marine and ATV coordinator with the OPP, will 
discuss boat safety and provide updates on rule 
changes for 2024. To register, visit lko.ca.
March 21, 4 to 6:30 p.m.  
Aging Together as Community town hall meeting 
at the Haliburton Legion. Join this local group 
as it shares the results of its ATAC community 
survey and creates a plan for next steps. Light 
refreshments provided. RSVP by March 18, 
contact agingtogetherhc@gmail.com.
March 22, 6:30 p.m.  
Skyline Dance Studio presents its Skyline 
Showcase at the Northern Lights Performing 
Arts Pavilion. Includes solo, duet, trio, all levels 
of competitive tap, jazz, and ballet. There will be 
two further shows March 23, at 2 and 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets on sale now. For more information, visit 
skylinedancestudio.ca.
March 22, 7 p.m.   
The sixth annual Sleeping in Cars event is 
coming to Head Lake Park. Hosted by local 
non-profit Places for People, this fundraiser 
supports affordable housing developments in 
the community. Sleep in your car, truck, on a 
couch or tent. Includes a light breakfast. Pre-
registration is required, with a minimum $50 
pledge per vehicle. For more information, visit 
placesforpeople.ca.
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BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 | 
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certi� ed Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$400 per Bush Delivered
Seasoned

HOME & COTTAGE

LOCKSMITH

Skycor Locksmithing
Duane Pratt

705-879-9668
duane@skycor.ca | Box 785, Minden, K0M 2K0

FIREWOOD
Cut, Hand Split, Delivered.

Call for pricing.
Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

Call Brian 705-930-7198

INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

Tim Kegel
incineratingtoilets.ca 

info@incineratingtoilets.ca

Call us to fi nd out more about 
INCINERATING TOILETS!

TIRED OF COMPOSTING TOILETS?

Eco- friendly • Only ash remains!
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Bus: 705-341-9170
info@kegelheatingandcooling.ca

• Geothermal 
• Furnaces 
• Fireplaces 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Air Conditioning 
• Hrv’s  
• Radiant Floor Heating 
• Chimneys 
• Ductwork 
• Radiant Tube Heaters
• Gas Piping 
• Boilers
• AND MORE!

Tim Kegel

INSULATED CONCRETE 
FORMS (ICF)
Insulation, vapour barruer 
& studs in one form 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
FOR AN ICF BUILD
Block, rebar, foam, bracing, 
zip ties & more

GUIDED INSTALLS & 
EXPERIENCED LOCAL 
BUILDER REFERRALS

7581 Hwy 118, Minden Hills
705-306-4911

help@everythingicf.ca
everythingicf.ca

Decks and Property Care
Repair, Rebuild
Insured, WSIB

Loon Lake Haliburton
tednobles@outlook.com
Free EstimatesT. Nobles & Son

Ted Nobles • 705-854-2300
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN COTTAGES 
INCLUDING RENTALS

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

PAUL KENNEDY M.A.A.T.O. 
Residential Designer & Owner

paul@studio-pk.ca
905-767-0961

studio-pk.ca
@paulstudiopk

@studiopk-inc

Get in front of The Highlands, all-year round
Reach 8,000 by print and 7,800 by email by advertising in The Highlander.  

Call 705-457-2900 or email sales@thehighlander.ca
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WANTED ANTIQUES
Furniture, advertising signs, gold, silver or costume jewellery, 

wrist & pocket watches, old coins, sterling silver, tea cups & china, 
records, military items & paintings, Anything old etc. 

BOB CARRUTH • 705-887-1672

Highlander classifieds 25
LAWYER

Courts: MINDEN • LINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL 

CAS MATTERS 

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street, 
2nd Floor - Box 648, 
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

SOLUTIONS FOR MARCH 14

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS
A Mixture of Music by Barbara Olson

© ClassiCanadian Crosswords 
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OBITUARIES

FOR RENT

In Loving Memory of

Donald Grozelle
Peacefully at Extendicare Haliburton on 
Friday March 8, 2024, Don passed away 
in his 87th year. Son of the late Alllen & 
E� ie Grozelle. Best friend and husband 

to the late Deborah Grozelle (nee Brown). Loving father 
to Melissa (Mike), Cam (Bonnie), Donald Jr. (Kendi), Sean 
(Joan), Dean (Kim), Kerry (Mary), and Candace. Fondly 
remembered by his many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. Dear brother of Roger & Keith (Diana) 
and sister Mabel. Predeceased by his son Kelly and by 
his brothers Bruce, Ranald, John and by his sister Linda. 
Also lovingly remembered by many nieces and nephews.
Don lived a peaceful and quiet life at his home in the 
Highlands.

Celebration of Life
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. As an 
expression of sympathy, donations to the Alzheimer 
Society or a charity of your choice would be appreciated 
by the family. Arrangements have been entrusted 
to HALIBURTON COMMUNITY 
FUNERAL HOME 13525 Hwy #118 
Haliburton, Ontario 705-457-9209.

www.communityfuneralhomes.com

In Loving Memory of

Peter Baumgartner
(Resident of Haliburton, Ontario)

Peacefully at Haliburton Hospital on 
Monday morning, March 11, 2024 in his 
98th year. Beloved husband and best 

friend of Pauline Baumgartner (nee Schmidt). Loving 
father of Gary (Elsbeth). Fondly remembered by his 
grandchildren Nicole (Jarod) and Gregory (Christine) 
and by his great grandchildren Rhett, Scottie, Pierce and 
Lennon. Predeceased by his brother Rudolf (Elfriede). Also 
remembered by his daughter-in-law Linda Baumgartner, 
by his nieces Sabine, Lisa, nephew Stephen and his many 
friends. Peter & Pauline owned and operated Locarno 
Resort in Haliburton for many years before retiring.

Celebration Of Life
A Celebration of Peter’s life will take place at a later 
date. As an expression of sympathy, donations to the 
Haliburton Highlands Health Services Foundation 
would be appreciated by the family. Funeral 
arrangements have been entrusted 
to the HALIBURTON COMMUNITY 
FUNERAL HOME 13523 Hwy. #118, 
Haliburton, Ontario (705) 457-9209. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

FOR RENT - 2 bedrooms for rent in shared home. 
$800 each / month. Available immediately. Parking, 
pool, utilities, wifi included; close to all amenities, 
located in the village. Email info@smfhome.com or 
text 647-824-5734. 

FOR RENT - Minden home on Gull River, quiet 
street, updated kitchen with open concept living/dining 
room, main floor master bdrm and ensuite, den, spare 
bedroom, lovely gardens. $2150/mth plus utilities. 
rentalsminden@gmail.com. Please provide your 
resume. 

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT - 160 Highland 
Street, Haliburton. 1500 sq ft., available April 1, 2024
Measton3@rogers.com or call 705-457-8868

SELF-CONTAINED STORAGE UNITS for rent - 
Industrial Park Road, Various Sizes.  
Call (705) 457-1224 

FOR RENT – Room for rent, house to share.  
Call Dave at 705-457-616

WANTED

EVENT

J & D TOWING & SERVICE STATION - will pay top 
dollar for scrap cars. We also provide towing services 
as well as flat bed. Call Jim 705-447-2113 

A MURDER IS ANNOUNCED
and will take place April 3, 4 & 5, 7 :30 p.m.  at the 
Northern Lights Performing Arts Pavilion at the High 
School in Haliburton, and April 6 at 2 p.m.  
Presented by Highlands Little Theatre. Tickets 
available at Up River Trading, Minden & Haliburton
Friends please accept this as the only intimation. 

We want to see the best of what the 
Highlands has to offer in all of its 

seasons and activities.

Send us your HIGH quality photos for 
this year’s Highlander Handbook.  

Limit of 3 photos.

Please ensure the photographer’s 
name is in the email and send entries  

to production@thehighlander.ca

send us YOUR send us YOUR 
PHOTOS!PHOTOS!
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HELP WANTED

HELP 
WANTED

Looking for Carpenter and 
Construction laborer

info@millcraftdesignbuild.ca
Municipality of Dysart et al 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Roads Department Seasonal Employees

Reporting to the Operations Manager, the successful 
applicants will have sound knowledge of the methods, tools 
and equipment required for the general maintenance of roads 
during summer months. Primary duties include, but are not 
limited to, tra�  c control, pothole patching and spray patching. 
Previous road maintenance and/or construction experience is 
considered an asset. 

Self-motivated applicants must be able to work outdoors 
with minimal supervision. A valid Ontario Class ‘DZ’ licence 
is required along with an acceptable abstract. A Criminal 
Reference Check will be required.  Pursuant to CUPE Local 
#2142 the rate of pay is $24.51 per hour based on a 40-hour 
work week. 

A detailed job description is on our website at 
www.dysartetal.ca 

Interested individuals are invited to email a detailed resume 
and cover letter to:

Sonja Marx, HR Manager
hr@dysartetal.ca

No Later Than 12:00 pm Wednesday, March 20th, 2024. 
**We thank all who apply; however only those selected for 

an interview will be contacted.**

Municipality of Dysart et al 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Full Time Equipment Operator
Reporting to the Operations Manager, the successful 
applicants will have sound knowledge of the methods, tools 
and equipment required for the general maintenance of the 
municipal road system including bridges, culverts, drainage, 
and other road/property. Primary duties include, but not 
limited to operation of a sidewalk plow, dump truck (with 
sander/snow plow), backhoe, loader and grader. 
 
Self-motivated applicants must be able to work outdoors in 
all weather with minimal supervision. A valid Ontario Class ‘A’ 
or ‘D’ licence (manual) with ‘Z’ endorsement is required along 
with an acceptable abstract. Pursuant to CUPE Local #2142 the 
rate of pay is $27.77 per hour based on a 40-hour work week. 
Pension and Bene� ts after a 6-month probationary period.
 

A detailed job description is on our website at 
www.dysartetal.ca/careers

 
Interested individuals are invited to email a detailed resume 

and cover letter to: 
 

Sonja Marx, HR Manager 
hr@dysartetal.ca 

Closing date is 12:00pm on March 20th, 2024

*We thank all who apply; however only those selected for an 
interview will be contacted.*

JOIN OUR SIRCH TEAM! 
We have the following temporary & permanent 

positions available

Temporary (Summer and Part Time)
• In the SIRCH Bistro & Bakery

• Thrift Warehouse
• School’s Cool

• Child care support
• O�  ce work

Permanent Full and Part Time
• Cook or chef

• Server
• Child care support

• Marketing manager
• Human resources

Contact us for details
info@sirch.on.ca • 705-457-1742

Thomas Contracting 
is looking for

Labour Requirements:

Truck and Vacuum Truck Requirements:

We offer to our employees:

APPLY NOW!

• 18 years of age or older
• G license required

• AZ, DZ with minimum 3 years experience

• Extended health benefi ts
• Pension opportunities
• Workplace training

• Email joe@thomascontracting.ca

Labourer, Truck Driver, Vacuum Truck Driver

Don’t delay, 
Apply today

thehighlander.ca

SOMETHING TO SELL?

DEADLINE TUESDAYS 
AT 5PM

With over 8,000 copies printed 
and distributed and 7,800 sent 

by email, The Highlander is the 
#1 place to get your message 

noticed.

Place a classified ad by 
emailing  

admin@thehighlander.ca or 
calling 705-457-2900.  

$9 for 25 words.

NOTICES
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS - 
Sundays - 10:30 am at Saint Anthony’s, 27 Victoria 
Street Haliburton. Mondays - 7:00 PM at West 
Guilford Baptist Church. Wednesdays - 7:00 PM at 
Highland Hills United Church, 21 Newcastle St. in 
Minden - rear door. Thinking about alcohol. Thinking 
about stopping. We’ve been there. We can help! 

AL ANON- WE CARE, are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Meetings: Thursdays 7 p.m., St. Anthony’s 
27 Victoria Street, Haliburton, and Mondays 7 p.m. 
at Highland Hills United Church, 21 Newcastle, Rear 
Entrance, Minden. 1-888-4AL-ANON (1-888-425-
2666) al-anon.org. All are welcome.
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.52)
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The Good, the Bad and 

the Wacky

by Barbara Olson
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!

Be Fuddled by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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Across

1 Sonny's honey, once

5 "Dix" x "cent"

10 High times in England?

14 Idée ___ (obsession)

15 Caribbean percussion 

instruments

17 Meadows

18 One holding a chicken appy?

19 Type of bank acct.

21 What a dog is perpetually on 

the wrong side of, per Ogden 

Nash

22 Carry-___ (hand luggage)

23 Scott Joplin tune for happy 

puppies?

28 Hanoi's country

29 Admiral's rear

32 Rule-breaking, as some verbs: 

Abbr.

33 Folder for unwanted email

36 Vancouver poet laureate 

Evelyn ___

37 Hand-flapping nut job?

41 Go from ___ B

42 "It's not ___" ("I can hack it")

43 Montreal Expos div., once

45 Hands-on Japanese healing

48 Hair stylist for an Anne Shirley 

portrayer

50 Shania on the lam?

53 "The Lord of the Rings" beast

56 "Well, jeepers"

57 Suffix with Caesar

58 Vigil for the dead in a 

vegetable patch?

62 Armed Forces Sgt. and Cpl.

65 Got even with

66 "Keen!"

67 Keys not found on typewriters

68 Rulers before Lenin

69 Doesn't just wonder about

Down

1 Org. for Lions and Tiger-Cats

2 Hotfoot it, old-style

3 Frustrate to no end

4 Add another dash to the dish

5 Counsellor's deg.

6 "Lord, is ___?" (Last Supper 

question)

7 Assist, before "hand"

8 ___ lamb (meat order)

9 Rib prodders

10 Singer's syllable

11 Its symbol is €

12 "You got that right!"

13 Rus. regions on pre-'90s maps

16 Do an exterminator's job

20 Starbucks 20-ouncer

23 Brutus's 1006

24 Combat for ace Billy Bishop, 

e.g.

25 Git through yer head

26 Digital publications

27 Yiddish moola

30 Native American rituals to end 

droughts

31 Cells' centres

34 ___-pitch softball

35 ___ Bubba bubble gum

38 What "les yeux" do

39 None, with "a one"

40 "It's ___" ("See you then")

44 Seaside soarer

46 Baked pudding, in Jewish 

cuisine

47 A party to the con job

49 Start to a bratty request

51 ___ the custom (traditionally)

52 "___ maroon!" (Bugs Bunny 

comment about the hunter 

parodied in this puzzle)

53 Tyrannical boss

54 Former politician Bob, and 

others

55 Broadcast media watchdog: 

Abbr.

59 Word preceding "Boot" or 

"Kapital"

60 Flooey lead-in

61 Magazine masthead figs.

63 Yellow-ribbon tree of song

64 Peter, Paul and Mary titles: 

Abbr.

705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

L
I
S
A

M E R C E R

Don’t keep  
   me a secret!

Broker

In the market to buy a home or  
cottage? Feel free to give me a call

Puzzle 1 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.34)
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Across

1 "Monkey on Your Back" singer 

___ Nova

5 "Warm," in a searching game

10 Tepid assessment

14 "In ___ of flowers ..."

15 Rock guitarist Eddie Van ___

16 "It's either him ___"

17 Abandoned

19 "We ___ what we sow"

20 Advice to a kidnapper?

22 Nursery rhyme sheep keeper

25 Linus, to Lucy

26 Advice to a debt payer who's 

short on funds?

29 Fancy feed for many

30 "___ heard" ("They told me")

31 Prefix with natal or Nazi

32 1942 movie "gal"

33 Advice to a court plaintiff?

38 Watch display letters

39 90° from SSW

40 Slalom turn

43 Canada's Walk of Fame singer 

McLauchlan

46 Advice to André the Giant?

49 Former

51 Its eyes are peeled?

52 Advice to a worker in a no-tip 

restaurant?

55 Flat-footed?

56 Spends uselessly, as time

60 Do hard labour

61 "Chapeaux" holders

62 Room in a "casa"

63 Parisian airport

64 Uncages

65 Harper or Chrétien, for short

Down

1 100%

2 Emulate Pinocchio

3 Rockers ___ Leppard

4 Electrical socket

5 Rendered less classy

6 Actor Bert on the Yellow Brick 

Road

7 Screen stars Lena or Ken

8 Here at the request of

9 Planet of the Ewoks

10 Predict, as future events

11 She wanted R-E-S-P-E-C-T

12 Mind's eye sights

13 Present the news

18 Network on the telly, with 

"the"

21 Like lite food

22 Groups of corp. directors

23 Three love letter hugs

24 Professor in a Nabakov novel

27 Sun. address

28 Egypt's Mubarak

32 Slope grade

34 In a tickled pink way

35 TV content blocker

36 It's sealed with a lick: Abbr.

37 Pound of poetry

41 Real estate rep, e.g.: Abbr.

42 Pres. Washington

43 In order that

44 Royal Canadian Navy emblem

45 Draw back in horror

46 Lusty lounge lizard

47 Captains' journals

48 Feeling unpressured

50 Work week cal. headings

53 Sexologist Shere ___

54 Sailor's safe side

57 Hair removal substance

58 Matterhorn or Mont Blanc

59 Sweet spud

Highlander Sudoku
sponsored by

Get your daily dose at
snubsta.com

Moon reflects in still water.
Breeze distorts.

Will I wait for the waves to settle
and trust the moon always is?

Custom Docks & Decks

705-306-0090 · thedockshop.net
carson@thedockshop.net

Dock Services 
EZ Dock products
Ramps & Railings



PROFESSIONALS NORTH

Brokerage – independently owned and operated

BAUMGARTNER REALTY
contact@haliburtonrealestate.on.ca 
www.haliburtonrealestate.on.ca

(705)  457 .3461
Linda Baumgartner - Broker of Record | Owner

When Spring brings blooms and buyers,
we bring our wealth of 

experience and expertise. 

HALIBURTON LAKE
$2,495,000

HWY 118
$479,000

MOUNTAIN STREET
$628,000

HALIBURTON LAKE
$875,000

VICTORIA STREET
$425,000

PINE AVENUE
$109,500

SALERNO LAKE ROAD
$449,500

SOUTH WEST 
EXPOSURE

SAND 
BEACH

MLS# 
40548273 

MLS# 
40543181 

MLS# 
40529487 

MLS# 40534333 

MLS# 40530312 

MLS# 40542276

MLS# 0487128

TURN 
KEY

5 X 
BED

3 X 
BED

3 X 
BED

NEW LISTING

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

GULL LAKE
$1,290,000

.92 
ACRES

MLS# 
40546940 

2 X 
BED

NEW LISTING

2 X 
BATH

326 FT. 
FRONTAGE

GELERT ROAD
$1,639,000

3 X 
BATH

14 
ACRES

2500+ 
SQ. FEET

MLS# 
40499725 

3 X 
BED

HALIBURTON LAKE
$999,000

2 X 
BATH

169
ACRES

MLS# 
40424313 

3 X 
BED

SOUTH WEST 
EXPOSURE

BETHEL ROAD
$195,000

MUNICIPAL 
ROAD

MLS# 
40476956 

24.65 
ACRES

330 FT. 
FRONTAGE

GRACE RIVER ROAD
$185,000

MLS# 
40549856 

2.61 
ACRES LAKEFRONT

NEW LISTING

GRACE RIVER ROAD
$179,000

MLS# 
40549838 

1.23 
ACRES RIVERFRONT

NEW LISTING

LAKEVIEW ST.
$159,900

MLS# 
40538935 

MUNICIPAL 
ROAD

1.47 
ACRES

GREAT 
LOCATION

3 X 
BATH

3 X 
BATH

1.5 
ACRES

2.3 
ACRES

GREAT 
LOCATION

GREAT 
LOCATION


