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County parks public transport once again
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Sister act 
Francoise and Josette Lepine, the Kif-Kif Sisters, 
were in fine form at the Northern Lights Performing 
Arts Pavilion Feb. 4 during the latest Razzamataz 
Kids’ Shows event. Photo by Mike Baker. 

By Lisa Gervais
County councillors were unwilling to board 
a bus Feb. 8 that would have allowed staff 
to prepare and put out a tender for a possible 
rural transit system for the Highlands.

Director of economic development 
and tourism, Scott Ovell, and director of 
planning, Steve Stone, wanted a green 

light to develop and put out a request for 
proposals. Ovell said it could result in a 
detailed operational budget, implementation 
schedule and service delivery map, “that 
would clearly lay out how the transit service 
would operate, and how much it would cost 
to initiate and subsequently operate.”

He added they weren’t asking council to 
say ‘yes’ to a service now, but possibly at a 

later date.
In June 2018, a consultant, the IBI Group, 

did a public transportation implementation 
plan. They used a business case created by 
the Haliburton Transportation Task Force to 
come up with an outline for a countywide 
system. A recommendation was made at a 
Jan. 23, 2019 meeting but council did not 
proceed. However, $50,000 has been put 

aside in subsequent years.
In the meantime, the County has taken part 

in two pilot transit projects. In the spring 
of 2022, they gave $20,000 to an initiative 
involving SIRCH, Fleming Crew and the 
City of Kawartha Lakes Human Services. In 
addition, council funded a project with Point 
in Time Centre for Children, 
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New staffers wanted to put it out to tender

HILARY MORRIN
SALES REPRESENTATIVEYOUR TRUSTED REALTOR

The Newcastle Suite 305 
$485,000

Stunning Penthouse 1215 sq ft 
suite offering 2 bed 2 bath plus 

den/office, indoor heated parking 
with locker. 2022 Updates include 

freshly painted, kitchen faucet, 
backsplash, shelving in laundry, 

window coverings and water 
system (in-suite). Carefree condo 
living in the heart of Minden Hills.

Book your showing today.

Granite Cove Suite 301 
$679,000

Haliburton Highlands’ Premier 
Waterfront Condo, bright and airy 

2 bed 2 bath 1200+ sq ft suite. 
Original upgrades include stainless 
steel appliances, propane fireplace, 

propane bbq, crown moulding, 
granite countertops, tile bathrooms 
and laminate principal areas. Enjoy 
sunrise mornings from the kitchen 

and sunset vistas from the balcony/
dining room. Carefree condo living 
in the Heart of Haliburton - walk to 

town. Book your showing today

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

WhatWhat
 Wood Stove  Wood Stove 

owners already know . . .owners already know . . .

Burn a third less wood than a 
new conventional high ef� ciency 

wood stove. 
Guaranteed overnight burn Guaranteed overnight burn 

Up to 40 hour burn time King model 81% ef� ciency
No highs or lows, consistent heat - you control the temperature

Less splitting, less stocking, less carrying wood and less ash
Why be a servant to your wood stove?Why be a servant to your wood stove?

The most ef� cient wood stove in The most ef� cient wood stove in 
the world! Made in Canada the world! Made in Canada 

technology perfected since 1977technology perfected since 1977

Make Your Cottage a HomeMake Your Cottage a Home
with Blaze King Comfortwith Blaze King Comfort

www.blazeking.cawww.blazeking.ca

Contact your local dealer:

myerschimney@hotmail.com
www.myerschimney.com
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What                      Wood Stove
owners already know ...

myerschimney@hotmail.com • www.myerschimney.com • 705-286-1245

The most efficient wood stove in the 
world! Made in Canada technology 
perfected since 1977
Burn 1/3 less wood than a new  
conventional high efficiency wood stove. 
Guaranteed overnight burn. The best  
alternative to high oil and propane prices.

Up to 40 hour burn time King model 81% 
efficiency. No highs or lows, consistent 

heat - you control the temperature.  
Less splitting, stacking, carrying wood 

and less ash  
Why be a servant to your wood stove?

Make Your Cottage a Home  
with Blaze King Comfort  
www.blazeking.ca

Sirocco

King

Chinook Visit Our Showroom

Youth and Parents.
Ovell and Stone said it’s well-noted 

the County has some unique transport 
challenges, including its geography, 
population density and demographics. 
However, they said the need has been 
expressed for years and now might be the 
time to finally proceed. 

They added, “the need for a public transit 
service has only been magnified by the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the significant increase in the County’s 
population.” 

The two said they had been contacted by 
transit service providers over the last year, 
asking to meet and present options. They said 
they were given “valuable information on 
the numerous options if we were to pursue a 
public transit service.

“With the advancements in technology 
and proliferation of ride sharing or 
on-demand services since 2019, more rural 
municipalities have been able to successfully 
implement transit services within their 
communities.”

They thought multiple companies would 
potentially bid on the project, with multiple 
transit solutions, “whether it be a fixed 
route, on-demand, or ride share service, or a 
combination.”

The IBI document recommended $294,000 
a year for a service. At the end of 2022, there 
was $152,754.16 in a transit reserve. While 
gas tax funding is not available in the first 

year of operation, in the second year, the 
County could get an estimated $68,523. In 
the third year and beyond, the funding could 
go up to $126,020.

Councillors say ‘no’
Coun. Murray Fearrey said, “I think it’s 
something that everybody desires, but it’s not 
practical in Haliburton County the way we’re 
located.” For example, he said waterfront 
property owners likely wouldn’t use a service 
but would have to subsidize it. He suggested 
council, “park it for the time being because I 
just don’t think it’s practical. I know it’s hard 
to say that, but it’s just reality. It’s distance 
and it’s sparse population.”

Coun. Cec Ryall was part of the task force 
six years ago and said the challenges have 
not changed. However, if free, he did not 
have a problem with a tender to get more 
information. However, he wanted council 
to revisit its past work before spending any 
money. “I do not want to start from zero.” 

Coun. Bob Carter said while it would be 
wonderful to have a service, the budget 
estimates appeared “pretty optimistic.” 
He was also fearful of giving somebody a 
contract, only to have them say in 18 months’ 
time, they cannot make it work. “We can’t 
just be half-committing.” He didn’t feel he 
would know what he would be committing to 
financially either, so agreed with parking it.

Coun. Jennifer Dailloux wanted the County 
to get a better handle on demand. She said 
there are assumptions but, “who are the 
people who would say ‘yes’ to this sort 

of service…on what terms, where they’re 
located.” She wondered about a community 
interaction platform.

Coun. Lisa Schell said there was no harm 
in an RFP that would only cost staff time. 
“Otherwise, we won’t have any of those 
answers which people are asking around the 
table right now. There may be something that 
we never thought of.”

CAO Mike Rutter said they could spend 
time gathering data to demonstrate need, 
such as via the pilot projects, as well as see 
what other communities are doing. Warden 
Liz Danielsen said they could also examine 
what subsidies might be available from other 
sources.

Council deferred the report, with Danielsen 
saying they could revisit the file in the future. 

That decision was disappointing to Tina 
Jackson, who has lobbied for public transit.

“In an area as large as Haliburton County, 
the ability to access health care, food, 
education, social, recreation, employment 
opportunities and more is intrinsically tied to 
one’s ability to get there. With development 
of the Community Safety and Well Being 
Plan underway, the need for transportation to 
accomplish other community goals will be 
highlighted once again. On the positive side, 
our population growth has the potential to 
feed a larger ridership base.

“We are continuing to leave provincial 
dollars on the table for every year we go 
without public transportation of some form 
- dollars that really could be improving the 
quality of life for Haliburtonians.”

Tina Jackson was disappointed at council’s 
decision. File.
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McCallion ‘a force to be reckoned with’
By Lisa Gervais 
As the province prepares to bid farewell 
to long-time Mississauga mayor, Hazel 
McCallion, the Highlands’ David O’Brien is 
reminiscing on his 30-year friendship with 
the woman dubbed ‘Hurricane Hazel’.

The two met when O’Brien was city 
manager in Ottawa and McCallion on various 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
and Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
committees.

When the city manager job came up in 
Mississauga, McCallion asked O’Brien to 
apply and he got it. They worked together for 
10 years, and became close friends.

“We clicked. We did our business of 
running a city together, and that worked well, 
and the friendship just evolved out of that,” 
O’Brien said.

The two stayed in touch after both 
retired. O’Brien would go to McCallion’s 
home every couple of weeks with coffee 
and cinnamon rolls. When he moved to 
Wilberforce, they chatted on the phone every 
couple of weeks for an hour or so. 

“Whatever was happening federally or 
provincially, she liked to get together and 
chow down on that and have a little fun,” he 
said.

Their last phone call was a few days before 
McCallion passed away on Jan. 31. It was 
a shorter call, as she was weak and failing, 
but the two had a few chuckles. “It was 
definitely a goodbye call,” O’Brien said. 
He has been working behind the scenes on 
McCallion’s funeral plans. She will lie in 
repose at Mississauga City Hall Feb. 12 and 
13. Premier Doug Ford has also announced a 
state funeral at 11 a.m. Feb. 14.

O’Brien said McCallion’s favourite line 
was “do your homework” and it was well-
known at city hall “you better come prepared 
because if you were mumbling along, she’d 
say ‘the meeting is over, go and do your 
homework, and come back when you’re 
ready’.”

He described her as straightforward, 
however, if a problem cropped up, she would 
have all the time in the world to sit with 
her senior leadership team to brainstorm 
solutions.

“She was tough, which was good and why 
the city became what it did … a no-nonsense 
mayor but always willing to help you out.” 

He added she supported female staff 

in getting ahead in the organization and 
brokered on behalf of youth.

Another long-time mayor
Dysart et al mayor Murray Fearrey said he 
met McCallion on many occasions, most 
often at municipal conferences and provincial 
events. A few times, he sat next to her at 
strategy sessions, “and her comments on 
most, if not all, issues were clear, focused 
and definite.” 

He added, “fiscal responsibility and 
common sense were her guides for 
managing Mississauga. Every municipal 
politician I know had the utmost respect 
for her as a lady and her leadership skills, 
the special dedication and commitment she 
demonstrated for 38 years. She was and 

will be a role model for years to come in 
municipal politics.”

O’Brien believes her legacy is the forward-
thinking that made the City of Mississauga 
what it is today. He recalled how they had 
development charges before they were 
supported by the province to help the city 
get the infrastructure needed to keep up with 
growth. 

Another example was her mayor’s gala, 
which led to the creation of the Hazel 
McCallion Foundation for Arts, Culture and 
Heritage. O’Brien remains chair of the board. 

O’Brien brought McCallion to Wilberforce 
for a fishing weekend five or six years ago. 
Growing up in the Gaspe, she loved to fish. 
She got skunked and told O’Brien she didn’t 
think there were any fish in his lake. During 
the weekend, as the two sat on the dock, or 

stopped into Agnew’s General Store, he said 
people were in awe of her.

O’Brien worked with eight or nine mayors 
in his municipal career and said, “she will 
always be the standout. I travelled the world 
with her and met some very interesting 
people.”

He is out of the country, and while he will 
be back for the state funeral, he plans to 
watch it virtually. That said, he will make a 
trip to her gravesite in Stittsville in the not-
too-distant future, “and just sit there quietly 
and we’ll have a chat.

“She was a force to be reckoned with, both 
politically and from a business point of view. 
She loved her community. I will remember 
her with great pride, great joy, as a good 
friend and a mentor and somebody that I had 
so much respect for.”

Hazel McCallion surprised David O’Brien on his 65th birthday. Submitted.
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INFORMATION PAGE
7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 

Toll Free 1-844-277-1260 Fax: 705-286-4917 • www.mindenhills.ca

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911   AFTER-HOURS MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY DIAL 1-866-856-3247

@Township.Minden.Hills            Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

WINTER PARKING
From Nov 1st to Apr 30th, overnight parking is prohibited between the 

hours of midnight and 8:00 AM on township roadways and parking lots. 
Furthermore, parking in the turning circle of a cul-de-sac is prohibited during 
all hours. Vehicles parked in these areas that prohibit the removal of snow will 

be towed away and/or ticketed at the owner’s expense.

CULTURAL CENTRE UP-COMING EVENTS
Valentine’s Candle-Making Workshop in partnership with Snuff Candle Co. 

at the Minden Hills Cultural Centre on Saturday, February 11 from 1-3 pm. All 
supplies included. Price is $45 per person; pre-registration is required.

Visit the Agnes Jamieson Gallery this winter to view a selection of artwork 
from our permanent collection featuring renowned artist André Lapine. The 

Gallery is currently open Tuesday to Saturday from 10 am – 4 pm. Admission 
is by donation. 

For more information, please call 705-286-3763 or email culturalcentre@
mindenhills.ca. The Minden Hills Cultural Centre is located at 176 Bobcaygeon 

Road, Minden.

(VIRTUAL) COUNCIL MEETINGS
Council and Closed Session meetings are currently being conducted with 

a hybrid model of in-person and electronic participation in accordance with 
the Municipal Act. Members of the Public will participate electronically, 

until further notice. Meetings begin at 9:00 AM unless otherwise noted. The 
schedule of upcoming meetings are:

February 9 – Regular Council Meeting & 2023 Budget

Members of the Public are invited to observe Council proceedings by joining 
a live-stream link available on the township website at mindenhills.ca/council/ 

or by using the direct link provided in the notice. Meeting agendas are not 
displayed during the meeting; please download by visiting our website at 

mindenhills.ca/council/. Please note the live stream file/video will be available 
to the public for the duration of one week after the Council Meeting.

2023 DOG TAGS
2023 Dog Tags are available $10 each from January 1 to March 31 and $15 

each from April 1 to December 31

PARKS & RECREATION UP-COMING EVENTS
Join us on February 20th for some Family Day Fun! Parent & Tot: 8am, Jr. 
Shinny (7-9Y): 9am, Public Skating: 10am, 6 & under Stick’ n Puck: 11am. 

Each program is 50 minutes, except Stick n’ Puck which is 30 minutes. We 
also have parent/child floor hockey (4-6Y) 9am, and parent/child basketball 

(11-14Y): 10am.

March Break is just around the corner. The Township of Minden Hills is running 
a March Break Camp for kids. Choose single day or full week registration. 

Different themes each day.

For more information, please call 705-286-1936 ext. 554.

SHARE THE LOVE, NOT THE WASTE
Valentine’s Day is around the corner and instead of purchasing disposal gifts, 
consider making items from scratch or gifting an experience. Hold the plastic 
wrapping on flowers and consider giving a houseplant that can last for years.

WASTE DISPOSAL TIP
If you do indulge in some chocolates and candies, remember that the 

packaging is not recyclable and should be disposed of in your household 
garbage.

NOTICE – 2023 BUDGET DELIBERATIONS
The Council of the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills will continue 

its 1st round of the 2023 Budget deliberations during its Regular Council 
Meeting scheduled for February 9, 2023. The meeting will commence at 9:00 

AM in the Council Chambers, located at 7 Milne Street, Minden ON.
Greg Bedard, Director of Finance/Treasurer  

● 705-286-1260 ext. 504 ● gbedard@mindenhills.ca

A MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Ensure all entry/exits in your home are cleared from snow to ensure you can 

get out in case of a fire. Make sure all windows are not frozen in case you 
need to use these as an escape mechanism. If there is a fire hydrant near your 
home you can assist the fire department by keeping the hydrant clear of snow 

so in the event it is needed, it can be located.

SNOW REMOVAL
Pushing snow across roads and streets is not only a safety hazard; it is also 
against the law. The Ontario Traffic Act states: No person shall deposit snow 

or ice on a roadway without permission in writing to do so from the Ministry or 
the road authority responsible for the maintenance of the road. R.S.O. 1990, 

c. H.8, s. 181.

COUNTY OF HALIBURTON NEWS
County endorses 
FoodCycler program
Councillors endorsed a County-wide 
FoodCycler program at their Jan. 26 
meeting.

It means 500 residents will get units 
at a subsidized cost, with help from a 
federal government grant and $90,000 
from the County.

Following the success of pilot 
projects in Algonquin Highlands, 
Dysart et al and Minden Hills, climate 
change coordinator Korey McKay 
said, “this program would result in 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions, 
which would achieve our climate 
change goals, as well as significant 
cost savings” at landfills.

She added the program could pay 
for itself over time.

Referencing the successful pilot 
projects, and the fact Dysart’s was 
showcased during the recent ROMA 
conference, McKay added, “we 
have an opportunity to build on that 
momentum and continue to showcase 
the County as an environmental 
leader.”

Coun. Lisa Schell recommended 
slightly increasing the cost of 
subsidized units by $50 from what 
was initially proposed, bringing the 
County portion of the spend down 
to $90,000. She said the investment 
would result in landfill cost savings 
for all municipalities.

Coun. Bob Carter felt, “this is tax 
dollars at work.” He said the federal 
government was offering “a huge 
chunk of money” and the program 
would benefit constituents, who will 
get units at a fraction of retail price. 

Coun. Walt McKechnie was the 
only one to vote against, saying, 
“I’m not in favour of it at all. If you 
want to buy it, please go out and buy 
it yourself.” He said he represented 
all of his constituents, not just “the 
chosen ones.” He said people on 
middle-class incomes would not be 
buying them. He went on to say the 
County are not salespeople and felt 
this was setting a precedent. 

However, Schell urged councillors 
not to lose sight of the fact the 
investment would equate to a “wash- 
out” in costs, with the money spent 
returned in savings by diverting waste 
from landfills and extending their 
lives. 

Coun. Jennifer Dailloux agreed, 
saying the price tag of a new landfill 
would result in a budget, “beyond our 
reckoning.” She said this was a low-
hanging fruit in a sector where there 
are not many.

Carter said, “the big thing is 
reducing the impact on our waste 
management and the cost of that. 
To me, that’s the biggest win for 
us in all of this, and a win for our 
constituents.” (County of Haliburton 
news compiled by Lisa Gervais).

The County will make 500 FoodCyclers available to the public. Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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RIVERVIEW PINE SOFA 
Reg. $1999  NOW $1499

RIVERVIEW PINE LOVESEAT 
Reg $1799  NOW $1299

PINE STORAGE COFFEE TABLE 
Reg $699  NOW $499

All available in any stain and many designer fabrics to choose from

Available in Maple
Available 
in Maple

Many Bases 
Available

Built By

7’ PINE DISTRESSED 
TABLE  

with Trestle Base
Reg. $2099 • NOW $1579 

5’ PINE RUSTIC  
BUFFET & HUTCH 
Reg. $2499 • NOW $1799 

4’ BUFFET & HUTCH 
Live Edge Top

Reg. $2499 • NOW $1799

6’ LIVE EDGE  
HARVEST TABLE 

With Trestle Base w/12” End Extension 
Reg. $2499 • NOW $1999

Built By

Many Designer Fabrics &  
Stain Choices To Choose From!

WHY PAY RETAIL, BUY DIRECTLY FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Be Sure To Follow 
Us On-Line!

HOURS OF 
OPERATION  
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun: 10:30am-3:30pm

HOURS OF 
OPERATION  
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun: 10:30am-3:30pm

705-286-3167  •  94 Bobcaygeon Road  •  DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

705-286-3167  •  94 Bobcaygeon Road  •  DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

We Carry ALL Canadian-Made Products!We Carry ALL Canadian-Made Products!
All Wood Items Are Built  

Right Here in Haliburton County!
WE BUILD IN PINE, MAPLE, OAK OR YOUR CHOICE OF WOOD!

All Wood Items Are Built  
Right Here in Haliburton County!

WE BUILD IN PINE, MAPLE, OAK OR YOUR CHOICE OF WOOD!

– Canadian Made – 

QUEEN MATTRESS  
& BOXSPRING SET

Sleepking 800 Pocket Coil  
Foam Encased  

Other Sizes Available at Similar Savings! 

LAKESIDE SOFA 
Reg. $1999 • NOW $1479 

CHAIR 
Reg $1499 • NOW $1079 

Many designer fabrics  
to choose from!

ON SALE $899!!Regular Price: $1399

While 

quantitie
s 

last!

While 

quantitie
s 

last!

LAKESIDE  
LIVE EDGE SERIES

SOFA 
Reg. $2499 NOW $1879! 

LOVESEAT 
Reg. $2399 NOW $1779! 

CHAIR 
Reg. $1899 NOW $1379! 

QUEEN RUSTIC 
BED W/STORAGE 

DRAWERS 
Regular Price: $2999 

NOW $2279 
Available in many size & stain choices.  

RUSTIC CHEST 
NOW $979!

~Riverview’s Own ~

PINE BUNKBED! 
Available in many different 

configurations and stain choices! 

SINGLE OVER DOUBLE 
Reg. $1699 NOW $1279 

TRUNDLE NOW $479! 
7’ BOAT SHELF $579! 

Any colour choice!

SOLID PINE DINING TABLE 
with Maple Shaker Chairs
Available in any size with many  

stain choices to choose from! 

PINE LIVING ROOM SUITE 
All Built by Riverview & All On Sale!

Built By Built By

Built By

Sectionals & Sofa Beds Available! 

Available in many different configurations

Matching Pieces Available!
We Carry Hemp Mattresses!

Designer Consultant Available to Come to Your Home  
and Assist with Flooring & Furniture Decorating Ideas. 

FREE SHOP 
@ Home Services

Made In Canada Made In Canada Made In Canada

Embassy Sleep

6” FOAM 
MATTRESS 

with one side quilted top

SINGLE SET $219! 
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Brothers Craig & Derrick have been in business together for 40 
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out of a tiny 400 sq.ft. building that over the past 40 years has 
grown into over 7000 sq.ft. of space that includes flooring, blinds, 
appliances, mattress’s, upholstered furniture, and of coarse their 
hand crafted custom built wood furniture.  Riverview is known 
first and foremost for their custom wood products.  Their staple 
slogan “Built for a Lifetime of Memories”  has helped 1000’s of 
clients design and build custom pieces for their homes and cottages 
that will last for many generations.  Come visit Cabin Country 
located right beside Riverview Furniture to view many of our 
beautiful custom pieces.  Riverview Furniture prides themselves 
in selling over 90% All Canadian Made Product with the most 

exciting part is their wood is sourced from all over Ontario.  Derrick and Craig plus their staff pride themselves in putting their customers first 
and making it one of their top priorities that their customers are happy with the service they have received.  Riverview Furniture would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of their customers new and returning, because without them we wouldn’t have lasted these 40 years.  Come 
visit our showroom – Downtown Minden to help celebrate 40 years in Haliburton County.
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first and foremost for their custom wood products.  Their staple 
slogan “Built for a Lifetime of Memories”  has helped 1000’s of 
clients design and build custom pieces for their homes and cottages 
that will last for many generations.  Come visit Cabin Country 
located right beside Riverview Furniture to view many of our 
beautiful custom pieces.  Riverview Furniture prides themselves 
in selling over 90% All Canadian Made Product with the most 

exciting part is their wood is sourced from all over Ontario.  Derrick and Craig plus their staff pride themselves in putting their customers first 
and making it one of their top priorities that their customers are happy with the service they have received.  Riverview Furniture would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of their customers new and returning, because without them we wouldn’t have lasted these 40 years.  Come 
visit our showroom – Downtown Minden to help celebrate 40 years in Haliburton County.
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123 Maple Avenue, Haliburton | 705-457-7518 | cornergallery.ca

Learn how to photograph 
your art for maximum effect 
with David McClyment,  
Artist & Art Educator

Saturday, February 18  
• 1-3 p.m. • Lecture $20

Followed by a hands-on 
workshop • 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Lecture & Workshop $40
Space is limited

To reserve your ticket call 
705-457-8770

C O R N E R  G A L L E R Y
GET TICKETS AT http://bitly.ws/zzcu

ATTENTION ARTISTS
Pro-Tips Lecture followed by Workshop

Business case tabled for new HE office
By Lisa Gervais
With three aging buildings housing staff in 
Highlands East, CAO Shannon Hunter and 
deputy CAO and treasurer Brittany McCaw 
presented a business case for a single office, 
by either renovating an existing space or 
building a new one.

Hunter and McCaw made their pitch during 
a Highlands East budget meeting Jan. 31.

“The municipality of Highlands East is 
considering building a municipal office and 
council chambers due to inefficiencies, cost 
of maintenance, and managers working out 
of three buildings,” McCaw said.

She added benefits would be saving money 
on utilities, energy efficiencies, longevity for 
future replacement, reducing maintenance 
costs and assets to cut back on future 
contributions to reserves for replacement 
of multiple buildings. The two added that 
having all senior staff under one roof would 
be beneficial to properly manage and 
supervise, cross train and share resources. 
Another crunch, she said, is the inability 
to meet future growth, including human 
resource requirements.

The public would benefit as well, having 
all services in one place and a proper council 
chamber. Council now meets on stage at the 
Lloyd Watson Centre.

As for excess buildings, McCaw said 
council could consider making them 
available for housing, “which would provide 
some relief to the current housing shortage in 
Highlands East and Haliburton County.”

The municipality has been putting funds 

away for seven years, now totalling 
$938,469, not including previous years’ 
surpluses, which could also be used towards 
a new build. An estimated price from seven 
years ago was $1.5 million, it’s expected to 
cost much more in today’s market. 

McCaw said they could possibly reduce 
the office footprint, since, through COVID-
19, they realized office space could be 
maximized by plans for shared spaces, work 
from home, compressed work weeks and 
scheduling alternate shifts.

The township has the Lloyd Watson Centre 
at 2249 Loop Rd., built in 1975. It’s home 
to the municipal office, memorial centre and 
food hub. Average annual maintenance is 
projected to be about $35,000 to $107,000. 
It’s recommended a new roof top furnace, 
windows, doors, roof, and interior water leak 
repairs be considered. It costs $8,622 a year 
for heat, hydro and insurance.

There’s another building at 2778 Monck 
Rd., for the environment and bylaw 
departments and the library. Also built in 
1975, maintenance costs are projected at 
$8,604 to $72,300-a-year. Exterior doors, 
interior painted drywall and baseboard, 
and upgraded electrical panel are needed. 
Approximate hydro, building and insurance 
is $9,175. 

The third building is at 1032 Gooderham 
St. Built in 1987, it’s home to the building 
department and a library. Maintenance there 
is put at $9,261 to $60,000 annually. It’s 
recommended interior and exterior work be 
done to fix water and moisture issues, costing 

about $100,000. Utility and insurance are 
$6,959.

“Due to the age of these buildings, 
major maintenance will be required in the 
upcoming years,” McCaw and Hunter said. 

Deputy mayor Cec Ryall said, “how you 
accomplish what you do in this space you 
have is beyond my understanding. You’ve 
got people standing on top of other people 
or sitting on top of them … the long and the 
short of it is there is absolutely no argument 
we need space.

“The question is ‘how do we determine 
how much space we need and are we getting 
it in the right place at the right time’?”

He was not in favour of budgeting $100,000 
for an architect. A former industrial engineer, 

he said they first need an expert to assess 
their needs now as well as look at future 
growth. He wondered if they could work 
with Trent University or Fleming College 
on that for a fraction of what an architect 
would charge. He was seeking a more 
detailed report leading to a shovel-ready plan 
in the event of federal or provincial grants 
becoming available.

But Hunter said they were only at the 
stage of seeking council approval to proceed 
with the project. She said it was too early to 
hammer out details.

The discussion, as well as one about what 
to do about two aging public works garages, 
will continue. 

Township operations are currently housed in three buildings with council having an 
inadequate meeting area. File. 
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Kinmount welcomes new 
family doctor to community
By Lisa Gervais
The Kinmount District Health Services 
Foundation (KDHSF) has announced 
Dr. Lesslie Ponraja will be joining the 
healthcare team at the Kinmount and 
District Health Centre (KDHC). 

Susan Forrester of the communication 
committee said Dr. Ponraja is from 
England, where he has practised medicine 
for 20 years, 15 as a family doctor, and 
five in a hospital.

“The KDHSF appreciates the assistance 
of the Kawartha Lakes Health Care 
Initiative (KLHCI) during the recruitment 
process,” she said.

KLHCI recruitment and retention 
coordinator, Cindy Snider, added, “I 
wish to congratulate the KDHSF for all 
their hard work on the recruitment of Dr. 

Ponraja. It has been a pleasure to assist 
them through the process.”

Dr. Mihu, a family doctor at the KDHC 
since 1999, said she was “extremely 
pleased” to welcome Dr. Ponraja, 
especially with his “vast experience and 
friendly, supportive manner.”

Dr. Ponraja plans to join Dr. Mihu in 
seeing patients from Monday to Thursday, 
starting March 1.

Forrester said, “it is important to note 
that new patients are not being accepted at 
this time. Dr. Mihu has been caring for a 
large number of patients for several years, 
so initially, she will be sharing her existing 
practice with Dr. Ponraja while preparing 
for her retirement and the transfer of her 
entire patient roster to Dr. Ponraja over the 
next few months.”

The KDHSF expressed gratitude to Dr. 
Mihu for dedicating almost 25 years of 
care to her patients. “Dr. Mihu’s retirement 
is a loss for our community, but a well-
deserved respite for her. We wish her the 
very best in the coming years,” Forrester 
said.

The KDHSF thanked the community 
for its support, which they said makes 
physician recruitment possible. “The 
KDHSF is continuing its efforts to 
increase the healthcare team at the KDHC 
in order to meet the needs of our growing 
community.”

The foundation is a registered charity 
comprised of community volunteers who 
work to support and expand the healthcare 
team at the centre. See kdhc.ca for more 
information.

Dr. Lesslie Ponraja will join the Kinmount and District Health Centre March 1. Submitted.

HHHS calls  
‘Code Grey’
By Mike Baker
Haliburton Highlands Health Services (HHHS) 
has enacted emergency protocols after an 
external cybersecurity issue was detected at a 
partner hospital Feb. 5. 

Ross Memorial Hospital in Lindsay put out a 
notice to its staff Sunday evening that multiple 
services, such as WiFi, email, and the Epic 
electronic medical records system, were offline 
due to a suspected cyber-attack. Those systems 
remain offline as of press time. 

In the immediate aftermath of the attack, 
ambulances were rerouted to other nearby 
hospitals. 

Some staff reported having difficulty accessing 
the facility’s pneumatic tube system (PTS), 
which connects all wards, surgical rooms and 
departments with the hospital’s laboratory and 
central pharmacy. Those issues were resolved as 
of Feb. 7.  

The source of the attack is unknown at this 
time.

Lauren Hunter, HHHS spokesperson, told The 
Highlander that both hospital sites in the County 
had declared a Code Grey, used whenever there 
is infrastructure loss or failure, due to HHHS 
sharing an integrated information technology 
system with Ross Memorial Hospital. 

She did not provide an answer when asked 
if there was any concern over patient or staff 
personal information being leaked, or internal 
systems being compromised, instead saying 
“we understand the Ross Memorial Hospital 
is working to investigate and will share more 
information when we are able.”

She said some HHHS email accounts are not 
functioning properly due to the attack, and 
some of the hospitals’ services are experiencing 
delays, though confirmed WiFi remained online.

When asked if other systems, such as Epic, 
were operational, she said, “currently HHHS is 
operating based on our established protocols to 
continue delivering services.” 

She also said two ambulances that would have 
gone to Ross Memorial Hospital were redirected 
to Minden. 

Updates, when available, will be provided at 
hhhs.ca, and on the organization’s social media 
channels. 
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Minden’s first crack at budget 
north of 7.5 per cent hike
By Lisa Gervais
The first draft of the Minden Hills budget has 
a 7.54 per cent tax-supported increase from 
2022.

Tabled Feb. 2, CAO Trisha McKibbin said 
the big hits were wages and benefits (35 per 
cent), materials, supplies and other operating 
costs (34 per cent), policing (12 per cent), 
contributions to cemetery and capital funds 
of seven per cent, contributions to reserves 
six per cent and serving debt six per cent. 

“The effect of changing global markets, 
supply chain issues and inflation have 
created financial pressures on Minden Hills’ 
operating and capital budgets,” McKibbin 
added. “Maintaining current service 
levels, while balancing these pressures and 
increases, were at top of mind when building 
the first draft of the 2023 budget.”

The budget includes money to improve 
roads, public safety, comply with regulations, 
and for accessibility. There is also cash for 
studies to help the township, with a strategic 
plan and asset management plan. 

Director of finance, Greg Bedard, noted 
property assessments in Ontario are still 
based on 2016 MPAC valuations, resulting 
in a growing disparity between the assessed 

value of a property and its market value. 
Minden Hills raises about 70 per cent of 

the money it needs from property taxation. 
It gets upper-level grants, this year totalling 
about $2.25 million. It also raises money 
from user fees.

Bedard said wages and benefits were 
heading north, with annualization of four 
new positions, pro-rated in last year’s budget, 
a 1.75 per cent cost of living increase, people 
moving up the township’s pay scale and 
increased volunteer firefighter hours. 

They’re budgeting a 22 per cent increase 
for fuel, and more for maintaining fleet. 
Insurance is up 7.6 per cent. A little over 
$957,000 would go to reserves, with almost 
half for roads.

As far as where money will go, public 
works and roads will eat up 64 per cent 
of the spend, followed by 20 per cent for 
community services, 14 per cent of public 
works and environmental and two per cent 
for the CAO’s office to develop a strategic 
plan.

Community services wants money for 
accessibility improvements, to fix the 
boardwalk and Village Green walkway. 

Public works is seeking more than  

$2 million for roads, guardrails and an asset 
management plan. Landfills are set to cost 
the township $575,000.

Planning continues to experience operating 
costs associated with the need for external 
planning consultants. This has resulted 
in the budget for consultants to increase 
from $60,000 in 2022 to $125,000 in 2023. 
Many municipalities are dealing with 
similar issues, with an apparent lack of 
qualified or available planning professionals 
provincewide. There’s a proposal to up fees 
at the S.G. Nesbitt Memorial Arena and 
community centre by three per cent and 
contract out grass-cutting.

Mayor Bob Carter noted 78 per cent 
of the budget was for public works and 
infrastructure.

“We have probably underspent on 
infrastructure over the past number of years. 
At some point, it comes back to haunt you. 
We really have to emphasize and focus on 
our roads, bridges, culverts and buildings.”

Carter also told viewers of the meeting, 
it is a first draft. “We will go through this 
in a number of iterations. We need to get 
the budget right for ourselves and all of our 
constituents in Minden Hills.”

One of Minden Hills’ newer subdivisions. Photo by Lisa Gervais. 
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By Dr. Nell Thomas

Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 

CLIMATE CORNER

From oil to green renewable energies 
PROBLEM
Fossil fuels – coal, oil and gas – account 
for over 75 per cent of global greenhouse 
gas emissions and nearly 90 per cent of 
all carbon dioxide emissions. Made of 
decomposed carbon-based organisms that 
died millions of years ago, fossil fuels 
are extracted from deposits deep in the 
earth. The processes of extracting them, 
transporting them, burning them for energy, 
and using them to manufacture plastic or 
steel - and a myriad of other goods - all 
contribute to global warming. Fossil fuels are 
non-renewable and currently supply around 
80 per cent of the world’s energy.  

To keep global warming below catastrophic 
levels (there are current estimates of 4-7 
degrees Celsius warming with continued 
extraction and burning of fossil fuels), the 
IPCC advises carbon dioxide emissions must 
be reduced to zero by 2050. 

Despite repeated global promises to reduce 
carbon emissions (e.g., Kyoto Protocol, Paris 
Agreement, COP26), analysis of oil and gas 
companies suggests we are currently on track 
to produce more than double the amount of 
coal, oil and gas than is recommended for us 
to limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

Profit from oil and gas companies goes to 
the stock exchange and makes executives 
rich. A handful of the world’s biggest oil 
firms are projected to report profits of 
US$200 billion from 2022. This money goes 

to the shareholders rather than to the public 
that pays for the fuel, in a blatant transfer of 
public money to private fortunes. 

Oil and gas companies are known to 
falsify their public image. In 2019, BP spent 
millions on an advertising campaign about its 
low-carbon energy and cleaner natural gas. 
In fact, more than 96 per cent of BP’s annual 
expenses remain on oil and gas. 

Oil spills in recent years have been 
devastating to our oceans’ ecosystem. And 
while natural gas is often promoted as a 
cleaner energy source than coal and oil, 
it accounts for a fifth of the world’s total 
carbon emissions. 

Gas pipelines contribute to deforestation 
and loss of habitat. Hailed as one of the 
largest private sector projects in Canadian 
history, a $6.6 billion pipeline in northeastern 
B.C. will carry natural gas, obtained by 
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) to a 
$40-billion liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
terminal for export to Asia. Construction of 
the 670-kilometre pipeline will cross about 
625 waterways, including vital habitat for 
salmon.  

Poorer countries desperate for revenue often 
get trapped in debt, entering agreements 
that sacrifice their own resources and 
environment. Ecuador gets 19 per cent of 
its revenue from heavy crude oil sales. As 
drilling and sales increased, global markets 
allowed Ecuador to borrow against this 

perceived asset. 
Yet citizens of the 
country have no safe 
or running water, 
endure contaminated 
rivers, no sanitation, 
despite many living 
next to profitable 
drilling sites. After 30 years of oil extraction 
and devastation to the rainforest ecosystem, 
the human inhabitants are reported to suffer 
social, physical, and psychological damage.

For 10 years, Ecuador sought international 
help to prevent oil drilling in what may be 
the most biologically diverse place on the 
planet, Yasuní National Park, a 9,800-square-
kilometre area containing more than 380 
known species of fish and 590 identified bird 
species. This UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 
has, in one single hectare, more than 100,000 
different insect species (more than all of 
North America), and in 2.5 acres it contains 
more tree species than the U.S. and Canada 
combined. The park is also home to two 
Waorani clans, whose traditional isolated 
lifestyle is threatened. But the promises of 
international relief didn’t materialize, and in 
May 2022, Ecuador’s president announced 
plans to double Ecuador’s oil production to 
one million barrels per day by 2025. 

Next week: “solutions and what you can 
do”

It’s time to work together
It’s not often I find myself at a loss for words 
during an interview. 

A couple of weeks back, I had a Zoom 
call with Tom Regehr to discuss the work 
he is doing in the County through his new 
movement Voice Haliburton. Launched 
in tandem with a small working group 
committed to addressing issues surrounding 
homelessness, mental health and substance 
abuse in the Highlands, Voice is designed 
to show some of the community’s most 
disassociated and disenfranchised people 
there is a way back from a life of despair and 
addiction. 

I sat for an hour as Regehr outlined his 
vision, explained his working methods, 
and went into detail on the circumstances 
and situations that led him down this path. 
He spent years in the late 80s and early 
90s living on the streets in Brampton and 
Toronto, addicted to alcohol and a myriad of 
other substances (see last week’s edition for 
the full story). 

While his story wasn’t unlike others I’ve 
heard before, I was impressed by the way 
he was able to not only bring himself back 
from the brink but launch a successful career 
advocating for people just like him. 

He’s made a difference in just about every 
community he’s worked in. He got things 
started here this week, holding an inaugural 
Voice meeting in Haliburton Feb. 8. Another 
is scheduled for tonight in Minden. A third 
will be held via Zoom Feb. 13. He plans 
to run sessions every two weeks for the 
foreseeable future, bringing people together 
in a non-judgement, supportive setting to 
help them collectively work through their 
issues. 

The more I thought about Tom, Voice 
and the working group, which features 
representatives from Point in Time, SIRCH, 
the Haliburton Highlands Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Haliburton County 
Public Library, the more I realized the 
current system we have in place to deal with 
these concerns is broken. 

Most supports and programs today are 
funded by the province. Maybe it’s time that 
we saw our lower-tier governments take 
more of an interest in this kind of work. 

I was chatting with a local the other day 
about a recent story I wrote on Dysart’s 2023 
budget. He queried why I hadn’t broken 
down and provided further analysis on some 
of the key numbers included. He focused 

on the $20,501 
the township 
is planning to 
spend on social 
and family 
services this 
year, saying that 
was shamefully 
low when 
compared to 
the $2.9 million 
earmarked for recreation and culture. 

And to be honest, he’s right. 
While it’s not in a municipality’s mandate 

to provide the kind of mental health and 
addiction supports Regehr is focusing on, all 
our lower-tier councils should be concerned 
with, and trying to find solutions, for this 
kind of thing. 

It’s not easy work, and there’s no quick fix. 
It takes time and care to help someone turn 
their life around.

Credit to Regehr and the Haliburton Mental 
Health and Substance Use Working Group 
for recognizing this and guiding people on 
those first steps towards possible redemption. 

It’s hoped our municipal leaders follow suit 
and get involved too. 
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LETTERS PHOTO OF THE WEEK
Commends Fearrey  
and McKechnie
Dear editor,
Regarding the editorial in the Feb. 2 
Highlander, regretfully, the editor did 
not find the time or space to do a factual 
reporting of the Haliburton County special 
meeting on the shoreline bylaw on Jan. 30 
but did spend half a page airing her opinions 
on the topic. 

This left readers with no facts to gauge 
the merits of her views. The media has a 
responsibility to provide factual reporting, 
not just proselytize their own views.

Democracy also depends on the free 
exchange of informed views during 
the public-policy making process and 
expects elected representatives to take 
into consideration the input of all their 
constituents, not merely pursue their own 
agendas. 

Over the past several years, groups such as 
Haliburton Waterfront Owners have provided 
many thoughtful, researched submissions to 
County council and their consultants on this 
issue. We regret that the warden chose to 
denigrate those who do no share her views, 
calling them the “nasty underbelly of the 
County.”

I commend councillors Fearrey and 
McKechnie for representing the views 
expressed to them by their constituents, and 
for their efforts to propose a more effective, 
less expensive program.

We learned in the meeting that the full 
budget impact of (at least) $250,000 per year 
will not be felt in 2023 because the County 
will use reserves from prior years to pay for 
it. Even if the County reduces the program 
costs to offset the 40 per cent that Dysart 
normally pays, this will still add more than 
one per cent to tax bills in the other lower 
tier municipalities in future years.

Yet, several councillors acknowledged that 
this bylaw does not address what the Love 
Your Lake program identified as priority 
number one – renaturalizing the shorelines 
that have been most compromised.

We regret that the editor did not see fit 
to report these facts or decry this waste of 
taxpayers’ money.

Tayce Wakefield 
Dysart et al

How would  
bylaw be enforced?
Dear editor,
I can understand the reluctance of Fearrey 
and McKechnie to approve the new shoreline 
preservation bylaw.

There has been a shoreline protection 
bylaw in effect for 50 years. It was part of 
the building bylaws but was never enforced. 
Some years ago, there was another tree 
cutting bylaw brought in, and again it was to 
protect the shoreline and never enforced.

How will we enforce this new bylaw? Will 
the townships hire people and boats to patrol 
the lakes on a regular basis? What will the 
cost be?

How will we inform people about this new 
bylaw, when they don’t even seem to know 

about fire regulations?
Over the years, the Trent Valley Authority 

has done more damage to the shorelines than 
anyone. I have seen 50’ long by 5’ to 6’ wide 
sections of bank collapse into the lake taking 
trees and everything else with it.

Some years ago, a surveyor attended 
a Dysart council meeting to explain to 
the councillors the problems they had 
establishing the original high-water mark 
because of the land being washed away, and 
that in many cases the road allowance was 
under water.

I believe it is very unfair to criticize Messrs. 
Fearrey and McKechnie about wanting to 
hold off on a bylaw that they don’t think is 
acceptable nor enforceable.

 
William Beatty 
Drag Lake

Decries Dysart  
leadership
Dear editor,
Thank you for outing the elephant in the 
room once again in today’s editorial (The 
Highlander, Feb. 2).

Can’t wait until him and his sidekick let us 
in on some of their suggestions to combat the 
degradation of our lakes and wetlands.

Your editorials and exemplary reporting are 
worthy of the Toronto Star. No one should 
have the excuse that they are unaware of 
what has gone on in municipal politics in 
the past and in the now with all the various 
media and accessibility to council meetings.

Sadly, maybe people do get the government 
they deserve. 

Maura Archer 
Dysart et al

Not the same  
boat launch pitch
Dear editor,
The Bob Lake Association’s (BLA) 
delegation to council on Jan. 12 resolves Bob 
Lake’s long-standing boat launch issue…
and it does this at no cost or liability to the 
township. 

The location isn’t perfect, but it’s the only 
practical site and meets all the essential 
criteria (public land with public road access 
and suitable topography).

It has also been declared a viable boat 
launch location through independent 
planning, engineering, and legal assessments. 
It was the location of the original public 
boat launch used up until the 1970s. While 
some are challenging this historical claim, 
the supporting evidence presented as part 
of the delegation is pretty compelling – an 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources map 
published in 1970 and a letter published in 
The Highlander (Dec. 21, 2017) from a very 
well-respected past township staff member.

The mayor’s statement that there are 
“many” opposed to this proposal needs to be 
qualified. The BLA has conducted a survey 
of Bob Lake property owners that shows 
overwhelming support for restoring a public 
boat launch on the lake. While not “public”, 
the BLA’s latest proposal for a “community” 
launch is the best we can do without a 
stronger initiative from council themselves…
which has been a seven-year struggle for the 
BLA. There is no relevance to the “many” 
who were opposed when council assumed 
it was being funded by tax dollars – the 
proposal before council now is absent of any 
cost or liability to the township.

Granted there are some opposed to the 
location itself – namely the few local 
cottagers in that area and abutting the road 
allowance. There will always be some level 
of opposition and NIMBYism, but council 

needs to make decisions that benefit the 
many, and not cater to the few – something 
that is echoed in recently-published quotes 
by this very council.

Dave Roberts 
Bob Lake 

Bob Lake boat  
launch needs resolving
Dear editor,
The Bob Lake boat launch has been in the 
news for seven years. Finally, there has been 
a viable solution presented by the Bob Lake 
Association to the Minden Hills council. A 
no-cost solution.

The BLA will pay for all the construction, 
continued maintenance and insurance of a 
community boat launch for Bob Lake. The 
proposal rests on the leasing of the township 
property where the original launch existed off 
of Claude Brown Road on the unopened road 
allowance. 

This site has been surveyed by the 
township. EcoVue Consulting Services has 
drawn up the plans. Tatham Engineering 
has produced a detailed site drawing. A 
joint lawyer’s report has been received. The 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
determined there will not be an impact on 
fish spawning beds. All of these efforts 
support the viability of this site.

The Bob Lake community boat launch 
will restore access to the lake for property 
owners, OPP, emergency services and 
delivery of items, such as pre-made docks.

This situation needs to be finally resolved. 
It requires the council to vote in favour of a 
lease to the Bob Lake Association. This will 
allow the municipality to maintain ownership 
of the property while incurring no cost.

Lisa Raine 
Minden Hills

Fred Pyziak captured this image of an incoming male Mallard on the Drag River near Gelert.
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LouLouie’sie’s

FULL SERVICE DETAIL CENTRE

705-455-3691• 705-455-7018705-455-3691• 705-455-7018
LOCATED AT 14367 HWY 118

Auto,Boats & RV’s 

CERAMIC COATING NOW AVAILABLECERAMIC COATING NOW AVAILABLE

CAR CARE & DETAIL CENTRE

FULL SERVICE DETAILING

$15 EXT WASH

$89 $110 $130
CAR SUV FULL SIZE TRUCK

INTERIOR DETAILINGINTERIOR DETAILING
FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER

CERAMIC COATING AVAILABLE

RUSTPROOFING - NO DRIP - FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER FLUID

Township of Algonquin Highlands
NOTICE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETINGS
2023 BUDGET DELIBERATIONS

TAKE NOTICE that Council will begin its 2023 budget deliberations during a 
Special Meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 2023 commencing at 9:00 
a.m. conducted electronically via web conference.

Council will continue its 2023 Budget Deliberations during its Regular 
Council Meeting being held on Thursday, February 16, 2023.

If required, Council will continue its 2023 budget deliberations during a 
Special Meeting on Thursday, February 23, 2023 commencing at 9:00 a.m. 
conducted electronically via web conference.

Please Note: Public participation in meetings of Council, remains virtual at
this time. Members of the Public are invited to observe the Council
proceedings by joining a live-stream link which can be found on the
published Council Meeting Agenda on the Township’s website at
www.algonquinhighlands.ca

Dated this 1st day of February, 2023.

Dawn Newhook, Municipal Clerk
Township of Algonquin Highlands
1123 North Shore Road
Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1
T: (705) 489-2379 x333
E: dnewhook@algonquinhighlands.ca

PERSONAL TAX PLANNING,
PREPARATION & FILING

UNITUNIT 12 – 187 HIGHLAND ST
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FREE HALF HOUR CONSULT BEFORE
FEBRUARY 15,  2020 – REASONABLE RATES

DIONNE MORGAN CPA, CGA
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Online - No 1 Cloud solution for
your accounting needs
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Chaulk outlines aggressive 
growth plan after rebranding
By Mike Baker
Minden’s Trevor Chaulk believes he has found a way to take 
his cabinet-making business to the next level, outlining a 
multi-year vision to become an industry leader nationwide. 

Having recently wrapped up a months-long rebranding 
process, evolving from a general localized woodworking 
operation to one centred around e-commerce, Chaulk invited 
members of the community for a tour of his facility Jan. 26. 
Located just outside Minden on Hwy. 35, the 5,000 sq. ft. shop 
is churning out around 100 custom-made kitchens annually, 
though Chaulk hopes to triple that number by 2026. 

“We’re trying to change the narrative on what people think 
when they need cabinets. They think [big box stores], but what 
most people don’t realize is we’re more cost-effective in many 
cases than those companies,” Chaulk said. “We’re faster, we 
offer a higher quality, and we deliver a better service. The 
three things that everyone says you can only choose two, 
we’ve found ways to incorporate all three.”

It's a long way from the single-man operation Chaulk 
launched in his garage 14 years ago. Now, the company has 
grown to 10 employees and is shipping products all over 
North America. 

By streamlining the business to focus solely on cabinet 
making, Chaulk has been able to work on his processes 
in-house. After taking in a cross-country tour with his partner, 
Angela, to visit other successful woodwork operations, he 
figured out where his business was lacking and how they 
could improve.

One of the biggest changes, he said, was going from working 
on multiple orders at a time to now seeing a single project 
through to completion before starting another. Productivity in 

the shop has doubled, even after implementing a new four-day 
work week. 

The development of a new website, recently released but still 
requiring some tweaks, will be a game-changer long-term, 
Chaulk says. Customers will be able to place orders online 
at any time of the day, while any designs requiring a quote 
will be returned within a couple of hours. He hopes to have it 
online by the end of the year.

“You’re not going to find that anywhere else,” Chaulk said. 
“We are ready to take that next step in becoming one of the 
first in the industry to start offering fully customizable, online 
e-commerce. If you just need a single cabinet, we can do that. 
If you need a full kitchen, we can do that.”

And he plans to do it all in a new record turnaround time. 
“We’re going to try and get certain product lines out within a 

24-to-48-hour delivery window. Nobody else in this industry 
can touch that,” Chaulk said. 

He’s also added a new segment to his business by working 
more closely with contractors, offering wholesale pricing on 
all Chaulk cabinetry products. This benefits both sides – the 
contractor saves money, and he gets further exposure for the 
Chaulk brand. Since launching three months ago, he’s signed 
agreements with six local contractors. 

Chaulk is excited for the future. He expects he’ll need to 
expand his current workspace and has plans to add a two-
storey extension on the back to extend the shop floor and 
install a fully automated artificial intelligence material storage 
system above. 

“We have lofty goals. We want to become an industry leader 
in Canada,” Chaulk said. “That would be pretty cool for a 
small company in Haliburton County.” 

Trevor Chaulk led guests on a tour of his workshop just outside Minden Jan. 26. Photo by Mike Baker.
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A passion project years in the making
By Mike Baker
Over the past six months, childhood friends 
Sarah Comer and Shay-Lynn Hutchings have 
been hard at work establishing a new health 
and fitness community in Haliburton County. 

The pair, both raised in the Highlands, 
came together last July to form Wellness 
Hub. Located on Industrial Park Road in 
Haliburton, the new venture is a passion 
project years in the making according to 
Hutchings, who said the space is helping to 
empower several local entrepreneurs looking 
to kickstart their business, while offering a 
slew of unique programs and services to area 
residents. It officially opened Nov. 1. 

“We dared to dream, and Wellness Hub 
is a direct product of that,” Hutchings told 
The Highlander. “We feel there’s a real gap 
in Haliburton County when it comes to 
specialized services in the health, wellness, 
and fitness fields. We want to bridge that 
gap.”

Hutchings offers massage therapy sessions, 
while Comer hosts popular Pilates classes. 
Several partners have come on board in 
recent months, including Chelsea Adamson 
and her Sweat Social health and fitness gym. 
The space also boasts a naturopathic doctor, 
holistic nutritionist, psychotherapist, and 
Reiki master. 

Sticking true to the building’s earlier days, 
when it served as home to the Haliburton 
Dance Academy, there are also dance class 
options for youth and adults. 

“The hub is kind of like the umbrella brand, 
but we have 13 different businesses operating 
out of here, and we’re always looking for 
more,” Comer said. “We will take on literally 
anybody if your values align with ours, 
which is being open minded, quality over 
quantity and collaboration over competition.”

The latest addition to the team is Mia 
Quigley, an RPN who specializes in offering 
IV vitamin drips. 

“We’re excited to partner with Mia, because 
this is something that Haliburton County has 
never had access to before. People would 
have to drive to Peterborough and take a day 
off work to do something like this before,” 
Comer said. 

Next, the pair are hoping to find a 
physiotherapist with training in pre-and post-
natal services. 

Reflecting on their recent opening, 
Hutchings said there were lots of sleepless 

nights, noting many things had to fall in 
place to make this new business feasible. 

“I used to be an instructor at HDA, so I 
know Chyna Schell, who owned the building, 
very well. She really helped us get things 
lined up, and then agreed to do a private 
sale to us, almost as a way to continue the 
traditions of this space,” Hutchings said. 
“We also partnered with the Haliburton 

County Development Corporation, which 
has been a tremendous help to us as we’ve 
navigated these first few months. They’ve 
really mentored us as we took the leap into 
entrepreneurship.” 

They’re in this for the long haul, Comer 
said, and are already coming up with plans 
for the future. 

“We have a lot of dreams and goals. We’d 

like to eventually extend the deck and put 
in a juice or coffee bar, and have the hub 
become a spot people can gather and hang 
out,” Comer said. “We just want this to be a 
busy, happening spot.”

To learn more, visit Wellness Hub on 
Facebook and Instagram, or contact 
wellnesshubhali@gmail.com. 

Sarah Comer and Shay-Lynn Hutchings formed the Wellness Hub in Haliburton last summer. Submitted. 
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MORE FOR
YOUR FAMILY.

For more info, visit an H&R Block location near you. 

DO YOU QUALIFY FOR THE CANADA CHILD BENEFIT?
Having kids means a few more expenses. The Canada Child
Benefit helps with the cost of raising children. We can help
see if you’re eligible for this non-taxable monthly payment. 

We’ll walk you through your application, and help you
claim other credits and deductions that impact families
to maximize your refund.

HRBLOCK.CA  
1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)
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CITY 
PHONE

87 Bobcaygeon Road
Minden
705-286-6916

62 Maple Avenue
Haliburton
705-457-1676

For more info, visit an H&R Block location near you.

INSTANT 
REFUND™

HRBLOCK.CA  |  1–800–HRBLOCK (472–5625)

WHY WAIT? GET YOUR REFUND NOW*.
Walk in with your taxes, walk out with your money. Ask for
H&R Block Instant Refund™ when filing today.

At participating offices. Instant Refund™ valid only on the federal portion of tax returns filed in Quebec. Some
restrictions apply. Not everyone gets a refund. Not everyone is eligible for Instant Refund™.
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The Highlander is looking for your best 
photos for inclusion in this year’s  
The Highlander Handbook.

We are looking for pictures that show the 
best the Highlands has to offer in all of 
its seasons. The best submissions will be 
printed on this year’s cover and others 
inside. We are looking for good quality, 
high resolution photos (JPEG, 300 dpi). 

Please limit 3 entries per person. 
Deadline April 10, 2023 by 5 p.m. 
Please ensure the photographer’s name 
and contact details are in the email.  
Send entries to editor@thehighlander.ca

Photo contest

Putting the Finn-ishing touch on your art
Artist Carole Finn is back in the Highlands this winter and offering classes at the Eagle Lake 
Community Church. Finn, who is well connected to Eagle Lake, reached out to the church 
when she decided to come back for the first time since 2020. She has been living in B.C. 
She recalled when they began the Haliburton School of Art + Design, it was common to hold 
art classes in community churches, since the college only ran classes for the public for two 
months every summer. She said the Eagle Lake Community Church was a critical location 
back then. “There was a history and a connection between myself and this church,” Finn 
said as she worked on her own painting Feb. 7. The classes will be held every Tuesday until 
March 28. Students can register for individual classes, or a package of four classes back-to-
back. Finn will offer Zoom support between sessions. All experience levels are welcome. “I 
just want to connect with the people. The space is lovely. I want to teach again.”  
To register, email finn@halhinet.on.ca or check out carolefinnartist.com.

Artist Carole Finn is painting and teaching in Eagle Lake. Photos by Lisa Gervais.
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Exhibit considers intersections of life
By Mike Baker
Life is a combination of crossroads 
intertwined to make us who we are, and Rails 
End Gallery and Arts Centre in Haliburton is 
holding a new exhibit showcasing the stories 
that helped mould some of the community’s 
most accomplished and up-and-coming 
artists. 

Running until April 1, ‘Intersection’ is the 
latest offering in Rails End’s annual members’ 
salon exhibition series. It features works 
pieced together by some of the Highlands’ 
most creative minds in painting, sculpture, 
fabric, and jewelry. 

Curator Laurie Jones welcomed invited 
guests to the show’s kick-off Feb. 4, saying 
she was pleased to see the arts are “alive and 
well” in Haliburton County. She noted there 
were 63 entries to the exhibit. 

“We had a lot more three-dimensional 
works and fibre pieces than usual, which I 
think speaks to the different ways people 
interpreted the theme,” Jones said. “It was a 
challenging theme this year, one that made 
people really think. It brought us probably 
our most diverse selection of submissions in 
years.”

Speaking to her own entry, which she called 
Witness Tree, Jones said she drew inspiration 
from a forest in upper New York state that 
was long used as a landmark, or navigation 
tool, for settlers in the area. When sharing her 
story, Jones said the conversation pivoted to 
focus on how a place can remain the same, 
untouched through time. 

“That got me thinking into how time is 

this three-dimensional thing that intersects 
everything – our passions, our lives… and the 
more we talked, the more people took it in 
different directions. So, that painting (Witness 
Tree) really became the source of the name of 
the show,” Jones added. 

Harvey Walker talked about his piece 
Patterns Repeating, an oil painting on canvas. 
He said it depicts the “ultimate intersection” 
of two lives he saw come together on a park 
bench while he was attending a competition 
at the McMichael Canadian Art Collection in 
Vaughan last year. Inspired, he finished his 
piece in a couple of hours. 

A long-time supporter of the gallery, 
Christine Mino, said she found out about 
the exhibit during a dinner party at her Halls 
Lake home earlier this winter. 

“I knew I wanted to submit something, 
but I had no inspiration,” Mino told The 
Highlander. After some reflection, she drew 
from some of her favourite places and people 
from across the County to create Where, 
When, Why We Met. The piece is made up 
of 16 small paintings that intersect – one 
of undisturbed water on Boshkung Lake, 
another of her husband walking on the ice at 
Halls Lake. There are also sections dedicated 
to skiing, the environment and one of her 
favourite sculptures, a dinosaur left behind 
by the owners of the old Camp Kawabi in 
Algonquin Highlands. 

The exhibit can be seen in-person 
Wednesday to Friday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is 
also available online through railsendgallery.
com. Christine Mino shows off her painting When, Where, How We Met. Photo by Mike Baker.
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14        Home of the Highland Storm

Mason Bishop was a brick wall this weekend, 
making timely saves and shutting down pressure 

situations.

Everett Bjelis had a fantastic tournament, 
contributing numerous tallies throughout the 
preliminary rounds. Photos by Tim Tofflemire.

Ethan Draker was a persistent goal scorer and 
defensive stalwart throughout our tournament. He 
notched the tying goal, as well as the game winner.

STARS OF  
THE WEEK

Silver medal for Storm
The U9LL Bernie Nicholls Tournament was a great success 
for the Highland Storm. 

After losing the first game of the tournament on Saturday 
morning, the Storm buckled down and won the next two in 
dominating fashion to secure its position in the semi-finals 
on Sunday. 

The morning game was a tight matched, nerve-wracking 
affair against the Kawartha Coyotes. Great goaltending 
on both ends of the ice yielded a 2-2 tie late into the third 

period, until Ethan Draker and Chase Casey put the Storm 
ahead with two minutes left, sealing the deal. 

The A championship game was a well-fought affair. After 
dropping three goals in the first, the home team rallied to tie 
the game in the second. 

A see-saw of chances in the third was unfortunately capped 
off with a late marker that the Storm couldn’t erase.

The coaching staff is very proud of the kids on their silver 
medal. Great job Storm. (Submitted).

Wyatt Braun and Beau Gilmour celebrate the Storm’s fifth goal against the Otters. Photo by Mike Baker.



Home of the Highland Storm        15Feb. 9
2023

AUTO PARTS

Highway 35 Minden (across form Ridgewood Ford)  
705-286-1011

For every auto or marine battery donated 
to CarQuest 

We will donate $18 to Storm Minor Hockey

P R O U D 
S P O N S O R

Make your first call the only call you need to make

Call us today 705-457-9558 or visit us online 
totalsiteservices.ca

Providing your full site needs:
• Site Clearing • Excavation  

• Drilling & Blasting
• Truck Services & more!

Free site visits • WSIB Compliant

MINDEN SUBARU
705-286-6126

On Time, On Budget

UpRightRoofing.ca

Booking for Spring 2023

705-241-4618
cory@uprightroofing.ca

10 Year Workmanship Warranty

Proud Sponsor of Highland Storm

Jan. 31
U11 Curry Chevrolet Vs 
Mariposa 0-10 L

U13 Walker’s Heating & 
Cooling Vs Mariposa 3-1 W

U15 Peppermill Steak House 
Vs U15 Sharp Electric 3-3 T

Feb. 3
U15 Haliburton TimberMart 
Vs Sturgeon 7-3 W

U18 Tom Prentice & Sons Vs 
Kawartha 5-4 W

Feb. 4
U11 Curry Chevrolet Vs 
Ennismore 2-9 L

U13 Cheryl Smith RE/MAX 
Vs Almaguin 7-1 W

U11 Up River Roofing Vs 
Parry Sound 5-1 W

U13 Minden Pharmasave Vs 
South Muskoka 3-0 W

U15 Haliburton Timbermart 
Vs Kawartha 7-0 W

Feb. 5
U15 LL Sharp Electric Vs 
Huntsville 5-1 W

U9 Cottage Country Building 
Supplies competed in the local 
Bernie Nicholls tournament 
and were awarded ‘A’ finalists. 

Top: Mason Bishop made several big saves to backstop the Storm to victory. Bottom: Everett Bjelis keeps his balance long 
enough to slide the puck into an empty net for the Storm’s second goal of the game. Photos by Mike Baker.
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Moving the Highlands
T E A M

TERRY CARR
Sales Representative

Cell: 705-935-1011 
movingthehighlands.com

SHOW YOUR  
HUSKIES PRIDE!
Call 705-457-2900  
to advertise in this 
section!

Huskies hit double digits in win over Caledon
By Mike Baker
The Haliburton County Huskies put on a 
show for fans inside S.G. Nesbitt Memorial 
Arena Feb. 4, dismantling the Caledon 
Admirals 10-4 in a ruthless display of 
attacking dominance. 

Fresh off a disappointing 6-1 loss to the 
Wellington Dukes Feb. 3, where the Huskies 
collapsed in the final frame, giving up five 
unanswered goals, the team came out with 
something to prove on home ice Saturday. 
Flanked by members of the U13 LL Cheryl 
Smith RE/MAX Highland Storm for warm-
up and pre-game ceremonies, the players 
were like caged animals, just waiting to sink 
their teeth into a Caledon team that have won 
just six games this season. 

Declan Bowmaster got things rolling with a 
smart finish 1:44 in after being found in the 
slot by Alex Cunningham. Captain Christian 
Stevens added a second at 4:25, finishing 
off his own rebound attempt after a Will 
Gourgouvelis shot from the point had been 
saved. Luca Rea potted a powerplay marker 
at 8:26, assisted by Cunningham and Marco 
Iozzo. 

The Admirals responded with a goal of their 
own at 8:51, Daniil Kononov netting on the 
road team’s first foray forward. 

Patrick Saini then struck the base of the 
post with a wrister after skating in from 
the boards, a sign that the hometown team 
were far from done. Ty Collins registered 
a quickfire double, scoring at 12:47 and 
14:13, before Nicholas Dowling, Leo Serlin 
and Sam Solarino added further markers 
late in the period, giving the Huskies an 
unassailable 8-1 lead after the first buzzer. 

Head coach and general manager Ryan 
Ramsay said it was a great response after 
poor showings in back-to-back losses against 
the Dukes and Burlington Cougars.

“We always tend to come out swinging 
after a bad result, and we did exactly 
that in the first period. I had been driving 
home the message that there’s no room for 
complacency in this league, and the boys 
really took that to heart,” he said. 

Ramsay reserved special praise for 16-year-
old debutant Graeme Armstrong, a Highlands 
local, who grabbed a secondary assist on 
Collins’ first goal. He’s an AP with the team, 
regularly playing for the Central Ontario 

Wolves U16 AAA outfit and was drafted 
into the lineup due to the absence of regulars 
Lucas Stevenson and Boyd Stahlbaum. 

There was also a first OJHL start for 
youngster Cameron Yorke, who got the 
second half of the Huskies’ back-to-back, 
with regular starter Aidan Spooner finishing 
up a four-game suspension. He recorded 20 
saves in the win. 

Josh Currie tallied a ninth for the Huskies 
51 seconds into the second frame, but the 
goals dried up after that – though not for the 
want of trying. The home team peppered 
Nicholas Von Kaufmann – iced in relief of 
regular starter Antonino Rizzo during the 
opening period – but the six-foot-six-inch 
goaltender stood up to the task, making 
several impressive stops as the Huskies kept 
pushing.

The game got a little chippy as the minutes 
trickled away, boiling over in the final 
moments of the second. After some verbal 
back and forth, Lucas Marshall dropped the 
gloves with the Admirals’ Andrew Tsotsos, 
getting the better of the exchange much to 
the delight of the home fans. 

Serlin added a solitary marker midway 

through the third, assisted by Josh Sordo 
and Currie, to give the Huskies their second 
double-digit score of the season.

“You’re never looking to embarrass a team, 
but at the same time this is junior hockey. 
You still have to play hard,” Ramsay said. 
“We don’t want any bad tendencies or habits 
to creep in, so my message is always to play 
our game for the whole 60 minutes and see 
where that takes us.”

It was another high-scoring affair Feb. 8 
when the Huskies entertained the Markham 
Royals in Minden. The home team ran out 
comfortable 8-3 winners.  

Cunningham had a six-point night, scoring 
a hat-trick and putting up three assists, with 
blueliner Gourgouvelis contributing two 
goals and three helpers. Bowmaster, Currie, 
and Rea also got on the scoresheet.  

Aidan Spooner marked his return from a 
four-game suspension, making 22 saves in 
the win.  

The Huskies have a home double-header 
this coming weekend, hosting the Stouffville 
Spirit at 4 p.m. Feb. 11, and the Collingwood 
Blues at 3 p.m. Feb. 12. 

Left: Huskies captain Christian Stevens fist bumps a young fan. Right: Forward Patrick Saini controls the puck in a 10-4 win over the Caledon Admirals. Photos by Mike Baker. 
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Players help unveil Harcourt outdoor rink
By Mike Baker
Dozens of Highlands youth had an 
opportunity to skate with some of their local 
hockey heroes Feb. 5 as several Haliburton 
County Huskies attended the grand opening 
of the new Harcourt outdoor rink. 

The likes of Marco Iozzo, Alex 
Cunningham, Leo Serlin and Josh 
Sordo, among others, led a series of skill 
sessions for youth in the afternoon before 
participating in an open skate. 

Head coach and general manager Ryan 
Ramsay said the players had a great time at 
the event. He noted it was important that the 
organization, and its players, give back to the 
community when it can. 

“While one of our main focuses is hockey, 
another is building character and making sure 
our players get involved in different events, 
because this community has been extremely 
welcoming and supportive of us,” Ramsay 
told The Highlander last fall. 

“I think it’s good for our players to have a 
presence, and be positive role models for our 
youth,” he added.  

The new rink, located beside the Harcourt 
Community Centre on Midway Road, is 
open daily, weather permitting. According 
to Andrea Mueller, Dysart et al recreational 
coordinator, there is a timer located on the 
light post at the rink that can be turned on to 
provide lighting in the evening. 

In the warmer months, the space will be 
used for pickleball, basketball and ball 
hockey. 

MP Jamie Schmale, MPP Laurie Scott and 
Dysart deputy mayor Walt McKechnie were 
in attendance for a ribbon cutting ceremony, 
while volunteers from the Harcourt Ladies 

Committee were on hand to serve hot 
chocolate, tea, coffee, and chili. 

Mueller said the rink was funded by a 
$162,000 provincial grant, with half going 

towards construction of the Harcourt facility, 
and half paying for the installation of a 
similar outdoor rink in West Guilford. She 
noted that project will begin this spring. 

MP Jamie Schmale and MPP Laurie Scott were on hand for the opening. Photo courtesy of Andrew Hodson.
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ConfederationLogHomes.com 
County Road 36, Bobcaygeon ON 
877-462-5647

OUR PASSION, YOUR DREAMS. SINCE 1979. Professional Installation, Fully Insured
Hunter Douglas Custom Blinds

Ceramic, Porcelain & Natural Stone Tile, Engineered 
Hardwood, Laminate & Vinyl Plank Flooring

25 Hops Dr., Haliburton, ON 
705-457-2022 • cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca 

www.cordellcarpet.ca

Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day
February 14thFebruary 14th

Country RoseCountry Rose
FLOWERS & GARDENFLOWERS & GARDEN

13513 HWY 118 W, Haliburton 13513 HWY 118 W, Haliburton 
705-457-3774705-457-3774

We Deliver!We Deliver!

Ice, race, baby
The 2023 Canadian Automobile Sport Club Ice Racing season made 
its first stop at the Minden Fairgrounds Feb. 4-5. More than 100 racers 
participated. Racing director Brad Elkins said it was a good opening 
weekend, after being delayed two weeks due to warm weather. One of 
the highlights was the return of passengers, which drivers permitted 
to have someone ride shotgun with them. The races continue each 
weekend until March 4-5. Results from this weekend’s races were 
unavailable as of press time. 

Toronto’s Victor DelCol maintains control around a corner, with Robin 
Doiron and Haliburton’s Steve Robson breathing down his neck. 
Photo by Mike Baker.

Braving the cold
Around 150 Highlanders braved brutal sub-zero conditions this past 
weekend as the Hike Haliburton Winter Edition celebrated its second 
year. Most of the 10 guided tours Feb. 4 and 5 were fully-booked, with 
hikers journeying around popular trails surrounding Crane Lake, the 
Gull River and Barnum Creek. Organizers promoted self-guided hikes 
on the Ridge Trail and Frost Centre networks, as well as at Algonquin 
Park, Silent Lake Provincial Park, and Glebe Park. Peter Dahl led a 
two-hour tour of the Dahl Forest. The 500-acre forest, which boasts a 
five-kilometre trail network, was in the Dahl family for 65 years before 
being handed over to the Haliburton Highlands Land Trust in 2009.

Peter Dahl was joined by wife, Janet, on the snowshoe hike, which he 
said covered most of the key features of the site that is bisected by 
the Burnt River. Photo by Mike Baker.

HOME HANDY MAN  
& CONTRACTOR

All kinds of work 
done... just ask. 
Friendly, honest 

 service.
Call Doug

705-854-0325

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

SPECIALIZING  
IN COTTAGES  
INCLUDING RENTALS

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

Tim Kegel
incineratingtoilets.ca  

info@incineratingtoilets.ca

Call us to find out more about 
INCINERATING TOILETS!

TIRED OF COMPOSTING TOILETS?

Eco- friendly • Only ash remains!
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Experience
Robust Cuisine

Serving a level of cuisine you’d expect from an 
acclaimed urban eatery, Lands 8Fifty, a nod to 
the hundreds of forested acres thriving around 
us, is where superb international cuisine meets 
Haliburton’s striking natural scenery.

BOOK NOW and experience 

a breathtaking culinary experience. 

all (437) 324-4348

Enjoy BYOB No Cork Fee.
Bring your beverage and pair it 

with our culinary selections!

4727 Elephant Lake Road | Township of Dysart (Harcourt)
County of Haliburton ON K0L 1X0

(437) 324-4348 | hugo@nomiresort.com | 8fifty.ca

FEBRUARY EVENTS
Feb. 10 
 Get crafty at the Wilberforce branch of the 
Haliburton County Public Library. Adults 
and seniors are invited to attend a drop-in 
craft event at 11 a.m., with after-school 
crafts for children scheduled between 3 
and 4 p.m.

Feb. 11 
 Haliburton Forest Poker Run - the 32nd 
annual event. Participants will ride the 
trails via snowmobile or ATV, visiting five 
shelter cabins to collect five tokens and 
have refreshments. By 4:30, tokens are 
turned in to draw a poker hand. Proceeds 
to the Haliburton Firefighters Association. 
First prize is a new snowmobile. 
1-800-631-2198 or reservations@
haliburtonforest.com

Feb. 11, noon to 3 p.m. 
 Cupid’s Carnival at Abbey Gardens. A 
time to celebrate all of the things we love 
about winter. Skating, tobogganing, treats 
and drinks, fire pits, live entertainment, 
winter games, meet and greet the ponies 
and more. Register at abbeygardens.
ca under the events tab. Admission by 
donation.

Feb. 11, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 Minden Hills Cultural Centre is hosting a 
Valentine’s Day candle making workshop 
in partnership with Snuff Candle Co. The 
workshop is open to all ages. Anyone 15 
and under must be accompanied by an 

adult. Participants are encouraged to wear 
old clothes, avoid loose sleeves and tie 
back long hair. Registration is $45 plus 
HST per person. For more information, 
call 705-286-3763 ext. 542, or email 
culturalcentre@mindenhills.ca. 

Feb. 11 
 Children are invited to drop by their local 
library branch to create a heart frog craft 
in celebration of Valentine’s Day. Dysart 
event is scheduled for noon to 4 p.m.; 
Highland Grove from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 
Minden Hills from 10 a.m. to noon; and 
Wilberforce from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Feb. 12, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 SIRCH repair cafe at SIRCH.

Feb. 14, 2 to 3 p.m. 
 Do you have questions about internet 
safety? Join Mona Lam-Deslippe at the 
Dysart branch of the Haliburton County 
Public Library for a tech help session 
focusing on passwords. Bring your own 
device to get help tailored to you.

Feb. 15, 7 p.m. 
 Michael Mesure from Fatal Light 
Awareness Plan (FLAP) will speak at 
the Environment Haliburton! Enviro-
Cafe about reducing bird mortality from 
window collisions and other hazards. 
Register at environmenthaliburton.org.

Have a non-profit event you want 
included? email mike@thehighlander.ca.

HALIBURTON BRANCH
Mon: Bridge at 1 p.m. in the Schofield 
Room. Tues: League darts starting at 7 p.m. 
• Wed: Bid euchre 1 p.m. start, main hall 
& bingo, doors open at 6 p.m., bingo starts 
at 7 p.m. $1,000 Jackpot last Wednesday of 
the month. Thurs: General meeting third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. & ladies 
auxiliary last Thursday of the month at 1 
p.m. Fri: Meat draw, five draws, five prizes 
each draw, first draw at 4:30 p.m., last draw 
at 6:30 p.m., tickets $2 per draw. Ed Pickard, 
MC. Friday fun darts 4:30 p.m. onwards.  
Sat: 50/50 draw 4 p.m. Tickets $1 each 
available in the Clubroom. • Clubroom 
hours: Mon 3-6 p.m., Tues 3-9 p.m., Wed/
Thurs 3-6 p.m., Fri 3-7 p.m. & Sat 3-6 p.m
 
MINDEN BRANCH
Monday - Thursday: Lunch 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. with regular menu and daily special 
including Liver Lovers’ Tuesday. • Friday: 
Fish & Chips & Wings. Lunch 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and dinner 4-7 p.m. • Saturday: All 
day breakfast 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. with meat 
draws at 11:30 a.m. Call ahead any day for 
take-out: 705-286-4541.

Weekly events 
Mon: Rug Hookers every second week.  
• Tues: Euchre 1-3 p.m. • Thurs: Cribbage 
1-3 p.m., Darts 7-9 p.m. and euchre 7-9 p.m.  
• Fri: Karaoke every second Friday.

COBOCONK BRANCH
Tues: Euchre 1 p.m. Open darts 7 p.m.
• Wed: First of the month Big Buck Bid 
Euchre 10 a.m. $15.00 p.p. • Sat: Music and 
Meat Roll, music starts at 2 p.m., meat roll 
at 3 p.m.
Lunch & Music - Friday, February 27th
Shepherd’s Pie or Liver & Onions $13.00
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Followed by Country 
Music Jam 1-4 p.m. Open Mic & Local 
talent. Food Bank donations would be 
appreciated.

John Coulton Memorial Ice Fishing 
Derby, Sat. March 4th Gull Lake, Deep Bay 
Rd. $25.00 p.p. Register at the Coby Legion
For more information contact Legion  
705-454-8127 

WILBERFORCE BRANCH
Feb. 10: open 2 to 9 p.m. Diners club at 
noon, contact Denise Butler at 705-448-8865 
to book. Cost is $15 per person. Pool at 2 
p.m. Wing night and jam session from 5 to 
8 p.m.
Feb. 11: open 2 to 6 p.m. Meat draw at 3 
p.m.
Feb. 12: LA breakfast 9 to 11 a.m.
Feb. 13: closed
Feb. 14: open 4 p.m. General meeting at 7 
p.m. 
Feb. 15: open 2 to 6 p.m. Darts at 2 p.m. 
Feb. 16: open 1 to 6 p.m. 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION EVENTS
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HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$400 per Bush Delivered
Seasoned

FIREWOOD
Cut, Hand Split, Delivered. 

Call for pricing.
Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

Call Brian 705-930-7198

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION 
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 |  
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

705.286.1843
• Construction Waste Containers
• Commercial Containers
• Demolition Services
• Deliver, Load & Leave Option
• Scrap Metal Bins
• Disposal Services

Dan and Sarah Garbutt

HOME & COTTAGE

INSULATED CONCRETE 
FORMS (ICF)
Insulation, vapour barruer 
& studs in one form 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
FOR AN ICF BUILD
Block, rebar, foam, bracing, 
zip ties & more

GUIDED INSTALLS &  
EXPERIENCED LOCAL 
BUILDER REFERRALS

7581 Hwy 118, Minden Hills
705-306-4911

help@everythingicf.ca
everythingicf.ca 

TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certified Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

 
Bus: 705-341-9170 
info@kegelheatingandcooling.ca

• Geothermal 
• Furnaces 
• Fireplaces 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Air Conditioning 
• Hrv’s  
• Radiant Floor Heating 
• Chimneys 
• Ductwork 
• Radiant Tube Heaters
• Gas Piping 
• Boilers
• AND MORE!

Tim Kegel

Get in front of The Highlands, all-year round
Reach 8,000 by print and 7,300 by email by advertising in The Highlander.  

Call 705-457-2900 or email sales@thehighlander.ca

Celebrating Over 40 Years • Rod Thurston, Owner 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR • CUSTOM BUILT COUNTRY HOMES

ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS
705-457-1224 | 866-343-4985 | info@rodcoen.com | rodcoen.com

Your year-round 
well drilling experts.

Get ahead of your spring 
to do list and book your 

drilled well now!

Courts: MINDEN • LINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL  

CAS MATTERS  

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street,  
2nd Floor - Box 648,  
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

LAWYERHOME CARE

Servicing Haliburton Highlands

Brenda Bryant
Certified Personal 
Support Worker

705-854-2222
brendabryant131@outlook.com
         @heart.to.heart.home.care

SERVICES
CAREGIVER SUPPORT

Are you or your loved one navigating the end 
of life care journey?

Could you benefit from practical daily 
assistance or emotional, mental, social or 

spiritual support?

Contact Nancy
705-306-9742 • nancy@inceptionalsoul.com 

inceptionalsoul.com

Your year-round 
well drilling experts.

Get ahead of your spring 
to do list and book your 

drilled well now!
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SOLUTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 9

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS
At the Family Reunion by Barbara Olson

© ClassiCanadian Crosswords 

L
1

E
2

A
3

F
4

S
5

A
6

S
7

D
8

O
9

C
10

H
11

U
12

M
13

T
14

O X I C B
15

L O C L
16

O R E

S
17

N E E R C
18

O W A B
19

U N G A

R
20

E E
21

S E S N I E C E S

L
22

A
23

W
24

Y E R E
25

A N H
26

O L

O
27

S H C
28

A P
29

P
30

D
31

E B
32

O N E

D
33

A U G
34

H T E R G
35

A T E

E
36

S P O N
37

A Y A
38

M
39

M
40

O
41

G
42

R
43

A
44

N D M A
45

Q
46

U E E N

W
47

I
48

G
49

O U T A
50

S O U G
51

M O

R
52

N R L
53

E A
54

K
55

A I
56

S E R

A
57

D I M
58

E A C O
59

U
60

S I N

C
61

O N A R T I S T L
62

U C
63

R
64

E
65

K
66

O A N O
67

D I N E
68

S S E X

S
69

R T A N
70

Y S E D
71

E A N S

Extremely Opposed by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords 
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Bill Williamson
705-372-3778

GENERAL CARPENTRY
Decorative Concrete Finishes
Certified with Elite Concrete

Free estimates
40 years experience

CONCRETE

OBITUARIES

DJ SERVICES

SERVICES

FOR SALE

PERSONALS

In Loving Memory of
Lois Jennie Watson  
(nee Sleightholm) 

(Lois was from Whitby, Ontario)

Passed away peacefully at Hyland Crest Senior 
Citizens Home, Minden on Saturday, January 
28th, 2023, at the age of 94.

Loving wife of the late James Allan Watson. Dear mother of John 
and his wife Kim Lewis and predeceased by Shelley Lynn. Loving 
grandma of Shawn (Sophie), Jamie (Jen), Mike (Terry), Tabitha, 
Christopher (Tina), Caleb and by her many great grandchildren. Dear 
sister of Sheila (Stan-deceased), Jean (Charlie), Maureen (Alec) (both 
deceased), Kathleen (deceased) (John), sister-in-law of Isabelle (Bud-
deceased) and her many nieces and nephews.

A Service to Celebrate Lois’ Life will be held in the Spring.

Memorial Donations to the Alzheimer’s Society 
would be appreciated by the family and can be 
arranged through the Gordon A. Monk Funeral 
Home Ltd., P.O. Box 427, Minden, Ontario K0M 
2K0. www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

Call Today
705-930-9660

I still love you to this day,  
this hour, this minute

I always will 
Cuddlecupster 

DESIGN & INSTALL Septic Systems, site 
preparations, removal of danger trees. Have skid 
steer dozer, excavator. Don’t wait until spring! For 
every Septic System completed, will donate $500. to 
YWCA & Haliburton Food Bank. Text DW at  
705-457-0710  

2 SNOWBLOWERS with electric start. Power Smart 
24” 1 yr old, like new, used 8 times. $495. 
Craftsman 27” heavy duty Brigg’n Stratton 1350 
series with chains $750. Call Karen 705-754-4588 

LOOKING FOR WORK
CONSTRUCTION WORKER looking for work. 
Familiar with all aspects of construction. Mason by 
trade. Available 7 days a week. Call Shannon  
306-317-7073 

A big thank you to the community for your support 
and to the newspapers for recognition of  

Don’s dream.

Canoe FM will live on thanks to the volunteers that 
make it happen every day.

Thank you to the Assisted Living girls who cheered us 
up and helped us through this difficult time.

A big thank you to the Ambulance guys who carefully 
and kindly helped Don – you folks are amazing.

A very special thank you to the nurses and staff in the 
palliative care unit at the Haliburton Hospital.

Thank you to Dwaine Lloyd and staff at Community 
Funeral Home for your guidance and  

professional help.

Dr. N. Bottum, thank you for taking care of Don all 
these years, you are the very best!

~ The Cameron Family

The family of Bernice Ross would like to  
express our gratitude to the entire staff at 

Extendicare Haliburton.

Bernice moved there only months before 
the beginning of the COVID 19 pandemic. As 

difficult as this time was for her and her family, 
the excellent care and kindness she received 

cannot be overstated.
You deserve recognition for your humanity, 

creativity, and unwavering positivity in the face 
of very difficult conditions. 

It’s impossible to express what a comfort it 
has been for us to know she was in your care, 

particularly when we couldn’t be there.

Thank you so much for all you have done and 
continue to do for your residents.

THANK YOU

In Loving Memory of

David Bain 
(Resident of Haliburton, Ontario)

It’s with great sadness we 
share the passing of Dave, 
on February 7, 2023, after 
a lengthy illness. He was 
in his 67th year. Beloved 
husband and best friend of 

Janet. Chosen father of Stephanie (John Black) and 
Jessica (Mike McFadden). Cherished poppa of Amy, 
Brenden, Dana, Rilynn, Austin, and Jax. Dear son 
of his late parents Leslie and Marjorie, and son-in-
law to Shirley Sisson. Lovingly remembered by his 
siblings Bernard (Sharon) and Ron (Debbie). Also, 
J’nan Yateman (pre-deceased by Mike), Rod Sisson 
(Wendy), and predeceased by Dwight Sisson (Janet). 
He will be missed by his extended family and friends.

A Remembrance Gathering
Friends are invited to call at the HALIBURTON 
COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME 13523 Hwy. #118, 
Haliburton, Ontario (705) 457-9209 on Monday evening, 
February 13, 2023 from 6-8 p.m. to have a visit with the 
family. Casual dress please. As an 
expression of sympathy, donations 
to the Haliburton 4 C’s - Food Bank 
would be appreciated by the family. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

Reach 8,000 by print and 7,300 by 
email by advertising in  

The Highlander.  
Call 705-457-2900 or email  

sales@thehighlander.ca
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HELP WANTED

classifieds $9 • business classifieds $29

The Corporation of the County of Haliburton
Requires a

 Permanent Truck Driver/Equipment Operator

Truck Driver/Equipment Operators are responsible for the safe operation of heavy equipment such as a 
trucks, backhoes, loaders, and wing plows. This position is responsible for maintaining roads, ditching, 
excavating culverts, and brushing.

Successful applicants will possess an AZ licence and have experience operating heavy equipment. This 
position requires an ability to work on call hours and respond to short notice call ins, and good judgment 
and communication skills. The hourly rate for this unionized CUPE position is $26.23. This position 
includes participation in the OMERS defined benefit pension program and employer paid extended 
health benefits.

Visit our website at www.haliburtoncounty.ca/careers for a more detailed posting and job description.

Please forward your resume to shume@haliburtoncounty.ca  no later than February 20th, 2023, at 
4:30pm.    

We thank all who apply for this position; however only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

The County of Haliburton is an equal employer.  Accommodation can be provided in all steps of the 
hiring process, please contact Human Resources for further details.

In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, the information 
gathered will be used solely for the purpose of job selection.

CURRENTLY HIRING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS IN YOUR AREA.

School bus drivers earn a steady and rewarding
part-time income. We provide friendly, professional

training. This is a perfect opportunity for retirees,
at-home parents and for persons with flexible hours

who are looking to supplement their income. All
school bus drivers must be available from Monday

to Friday between approximately 7:00AM to 9:00AM
and 3:00PM to 5:00PM, (September to June) on

school days only. Year Round Work is available!  We have 
local and long distance charter work during July and August.

Applicants must have a clean driving record (abstract) and 
be willing to complete a Vulnerable Sector Search (during 

application).  Signing bonus for drivers with a Class B licence.

If you are interested in becoming a school bus driver  
please email dfreeman@haliburtonbuslines.ca  

or call our office 705-457-8882.

CURRENTLY HIRING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS IN YOUR AREA.

School bus drivers earn a steady and rewarding
part-time income. We provide friendly, professional

training. This is a perfect opportunity for retirees,
at-home parents and for persons with flexible hours

who are looking to supplement their income. All
school bus drivers must be available from Monday

to Friday between approximately 7:00AM to 9:00AM
and 3:00PM to 5:00PM, (September to June) on
school days only (exact times vary depending on

school times and individual routes).

Applicants must have a clean driving record (abstract) and 
be willing to complete a Vulnerable Sector Search (during 

application).  Signing bonus for drivers with a Class B licence.

If you are interested in becoming a school bus driver  
please email dfreeman@haliburtonbuslines.ca  

or call our office 705-457-8882.

CURRENTLY HIRING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS IN YOUR AREA.

School bus drivers earn a steady and rewarding
part-time income. We provide friendly, professional

training. This is a perfect opportunity for retirees,
at-home parents and for persons with flexible hours

who are looking to supplement their income. All
school bus drivers must be available from Monday

to Friday between approximately 7:00AM to 9:00AM
and 3:00PM to 5:00PM, (September to June) on
school days only (exact times vary depending on

school times and individual routes).

Applicants must have a clean driving record (abstract) and 
be willing to complete a Vulnerable Sector Search (during 

application).  Signing bonus for drivers with a Class B licence.

If you are interested in becoming a school bus driver  
please email dfreeman@haliburtonbuslines.ca  

or call our office 705-457-8882.

Township of Algonquin Highlands
Parks, Recreation and Trails Department

We are currently accepting resumes for the following 
seasonal positions;

Two (2) Seasonal Trails Office Attendants
Two (2) Seasonal Student Trail Technicians

Five (5) Dorset Tower Attendants
One (1) Stewardship Youth Ranger Team Lead

Four (4) Stewardship Youth Rangers
One (1) Lead Swim Instructor

One (1) Assistant Swim Instructor

For the complete job descriptions, please visit our 
website at www.algonquinhighlands.ca

Please submit your resume and cover letter by
3:00 p.m. on Monday, February 27, 2023 to:

Dawn Mugford-Guay,
Human Resources Coordinator

Township of Algonquin Highlands
1123 North Shore Road

Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1
Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca

Township of Algonquin Highlands
Parks, Recreation and Trails Department

We are currently accepting resumes for the  
following position:

Trail Technician/By-Law Officer

Visit our website at: www.algonquinhighlands.ca
for the full posting details and job description.

Please submit your resume by
3:00 p.m. on Monday, February 27, 2023 to:

Dawn Mugford-Guay,
Human Resources Coordinator

Township of Algonquin Highlands
1123 North Shore Road

Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1
Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca

E-mail 
northernhvacco@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
Licensed Technician

HELP WANTED
Are you a reporter and photographer - not just 

somebody who likes to write and got A’s in English 
class for years? 

The Highlander is always looking for people who 
are trained, and have experience in, journalism. That 
means writing and photographing for newspapers, 
perhaps some radio journalism experience or even TV. 

Ideally, we’d like to find someone who lives in the 
Highlands and knows a little bit about it. We have a 
pretty good team already but we know things can 
change. We like the security of knowing there are 
some helpers out there if we ever need them. 

If that sounds like something you could do, drop a line 
to publisher Heather Kennedy at 

 heather@thehighlander.ca. 

Maybe share a published article and a photo, not your 
favourite high school English paper.

TheHighlander

FOR RENT
SELF-CONTAINED STORAGE UNITS for rent - Industrial Park Road, Various 
Sizes. Call (705) 457-1224 

4 BEDROOMS FOR RENT – shared living accommodations. House in the 
Village of Haliburton. Utilities & internet included. Students welcome. No parking 
available. References required. Call 705-457-9898 

1 BEDROOM FOR RENT – includes large living room, shared kitchen, shared 
bathroom, couch, chair, table & chairs, large fridge. Heat, Hydro & Internet 
included. Own entrance, parking space, access to Lake Kashagawigamog.  
Text DW at 705-457-0710 

WANTED

NOTICES

USED KITCHEN 
CUPBOARDS
Upper & Lower.
1966/1967 CHEVROLET 
Malibu Convertible.
Call Ron 705-286-3823

J & D TOWING & 
SERVICE STATION - will 
pay top dollar for scrap 
cars. We also provide 
towing services as well as 
flat bed. Call Jim 
705-447-2113 

HAS ALCOHOL 
TAKEN CONTROL OF 
YOUR LIFE? Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets Sunday 
10:30 a.m. at St Anthony’s, 
27 Victoria St. Haliburton, 
ON

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS meets 
Wednesday nights 7:00 
p.m. at Highland Hills 
United Church, 21 
Newcastle St., Minden – 
rear door. Thinking about 
alcohol. Thinking about 
stopping. We’ve been there. 
We can help!



Feb. 9
2023

www.teamcottagecountry.com
teamcottagecountry@chestnutpark.com

705-854-1229
Samantha Miller

Sales Representative

705-754-5432
Shirley Rule

Broker

*Not intended to solicit Buyer’s or Seller’s under contract

Contact us today 
for a free opinion of 

value!
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8 5

9 4 6 7 8

7 2 3 4

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.52)
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The Good, the Bad and 

the Wacky

by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords

C
1

U
2

S
3

P
4

C
5

L
6

A
7

P
8

L
9

L
10

A
11

M
12

A
13

H
14

O W I L
15

A D A E
16

U R O S

A
17

F A N U
18

P A T A
19

C I D S

R
20

A N K A
21

N D P R O
22

F I L E

I
23

R K T
24

O U L A

L
25

O
26

V
27

E M E C
28

O N T E N D
29

E
30

R
31

E
32

W E S R
33

U R T
34

O O L E

G
35

E R S
36

S E M
37

G
38

S Y
39

M A

A
40

T B A
41

T U
42

F O G
43

O A D

L
44

O S T A N
45

D
46

P R O F
47

O U N D

T
48

R O I S D
49

I T

C
50

I
51

R C U S C O
52

N T E N
53

T
54

S
55

J
56

O N A H B
57

A L E V
58

I B E

A
59

S I C E A
60

L A W E
61

L A N

M
62

I T T S R
63

E F S N
64

E R D

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!

Be Fuddled by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61 62 63 64

65 66

67 68 69

Across

1 Sonny's honey, once

5 "Dix" x "cent"

10 High times in England?

14 Idée ___ (obsession)

15 Caribbean percussion 

instruments

17 Meadows

18 One holding a chicken appy?

19 Type of bank acct.

21 What a dog is perpetually on 

the wrong side of, per Ogden 

Nash

22 Carry-___ (hand luggage)

23 Scott Joplin tune for happy 

puppies?

28 Hanoi's country

29 Admiral's rear

32 Rule-breaking, as some verbs: 

Abbr.

33 Folder for unwanted email

36 Vancouver poet laureate 

Evelyn ___

37 Hand-flapping nut job?

41 Go from ___ B

42 "It's not ___" ("I can hack it")

43 Montreal Expos div., once

45 Hands-on Japanese healing

48 Hair stylist for an Anne Shirley 

portrayer

50 Shania on the lam?

53 "The Lord of the Rings" beast

56 "Well, jeepers"

57 Suffix with Caesar

58 Vigil for the dead in a 

vegetable patch?

62 Armed Forces Sgt. and Cpl.

65 Got even with

66 "Keen!"

67 Keys not found on typewriters

68 Rulers before Lenin

69 Doesn't just wonder about

Down

1 Org. for Lions and Tiger-Cats

2 Hotfoot it, old-style

3 Frustrate to no end

4 Add another dash to the dish

5 Counsellor's deg.

6 "Lord, is ___?" (Last Supper 

question)

7 Assist, before "hand"

8 ___ lamb (meat order)

9 Rib prodders

10 Singer's syllable

11 Its symbol is €

12 "You got that right!"

13 Rus. regions on pre-'90s maps

16 Do an exterminator's job

20 Starbucks 20-ouncer

23 Brutus's 1006

24 Combat for ace Billy Bishop, 

e.g.

25 Git through yer head

26 Digital publications

27 Yiddish moola

30 Native American rituals to end 

droughts

31 Cells' centres

34 ___-pitch softball

35 ___ Bubba bubble gum

38 What "les yeux" do

39 None, with "a one"

40 "It's ___" ("See you then")

44 Seaside soarer

46 Baked pudding, in Jewish 

cuisine

47 A party to the con job

49 Start to a bratty request

51 ___ the custom (traditionally)

52 "___ maroon!" (Bugs Bunny 

comment about the hunter 

parodied in this puzzle)

53 Tyrannical boss

54 Former politician Bob, and 

others

55 Broadcast media watchdog: 

Abbr.

59 Word preceding "Boot" or 

"Kapital"

60 Flooey lead-in

61 Magazine masthead figs.

63 Yellow-ribbon tree of song

64 Peter, Paul and Mary titles: 

Abbr.

705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

L
I
S
A

M E R C E R

Don’t keep  
   me a secret!

Broker

In the market to buy a home or  
cottage? Feel free to give me a call

Puzzle 1 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.34)
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Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.53)
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Extremely Opposed by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across

1 Go-to computer fix

7 Letter writer's third afterthought

11 Fourth musical tones

14 Delphi know-it-all

15 What 1-Down are not

16 Mandela's org.

17 Shop talk terms such as "joke 

map" and "gag hag"

19 Corp. computer exec.

20 Udon's flatter cousin

21 Company name formed from 

Standard Oil's initials

22 "Have ___!" ("Go right ahead!")

23 Given the scoop on

27 Toothed tool

28 Take ___ for the worse

29 "The ___" (Sault Ste. Marie, to 

locals)

32 Hamilton CFLer, for short

36 Nail polish rival of Opi

38 Work cubicle divider, e.g.

41 Baron Cohen costumed in a 

mankini

42 Silklike synthetic

43 180 degrees from SSW

44 Alligator-filled barriers

46 Figure skating phenom Midori ___

48 Nears completion

53 Quechua speaker of Peru

54 Like a lot of cars, maybe?

55 Women's undergarment with a slit

58 Palindromic Dutch city

59 Desktop image, such as Adobe's 

looped A

62 Printer tray abbr.

63 Cicero's 451

64 Whale-watching town on 

Vancouver Island

65 Toronto river or valley

66 Departure lounge words

67 World of bugs and moles

Down

1 Giant birds in Arabian lore

2 Ending for smack or buck

3 Godzilla victim in a classic cartoon

4 Cousteau's areas of interest

5 Like one of four good luck items 

for a bride

6 Scottish mystery writer Josephine

7 "Dark Side of the Moon" album 

cover object

8 "Je ___, donc je suis": Descartes

9 Tiered temple of Asia

10 It may come pre-pitch?

11 Considers, as when calculating

12 Against paying dues and picketing

13 Hockey sportscaster Oake

18 The Once-___ (Dr. Seuss baddie)

22 "Well, that was ___" (post-flop 

comment)

24 Wealthy political backers

25 Cause for a Mickey Mouse Band-

Aid

26 Chewed away at

29 Abba's shortest song title

30 Seriously considering (doing)

31 Somewhat worrisome

33 Subj. of Berton's "The Last Spike"

34 Skinny Energizer

35 Juno-winning Blue Rodeo hit, 

1987

37 Suffix with ethyl- or benz-

39 "If ___ dime for every ..."

40 "Macbeth" witches' chanted word

45 Skookum

47 Turn to bone

48 Brandish, as a sword

49 Opera words before "mio"

50 Shield, or today, sponsorship

51 "In-chief" rank: Abbr.

52 Spanish hero played by Heston

56 Prefix with -sphere and -phore

57 ___-Penh, Cambodia

59 Toxic pollutant, for short

60 @@@

61 Stick in a cleaning closet?

Be seen by  
thousands while  

they work on  
the sudoku! 
Call today!  

705-457-2900



TEAMTEAM
MEET THEMEET THE

www.royallepagelakesofhaliburton.ca

Minden 
705-286-1234

Kinmount 
705-488-3060

Haliburton 
705-457-2414

  *Sales Representative(s)   ** Broker of Record  **CRA

    LAKES 
HALIBURTON

of
Brokerage Independently Owned & Operated

Call a member of the Trillium TeamTrillium Team 
at 705-935-1000 for a FREE Market Evaluation  

and receive a 27” x 54” 
Canadian Flag

MARGIE PRESTWICH* 
705-286-1234 ext.223
Cell: 705-306-0491 • margieprestwich@live.ca

Top 10 Questions Boomers 
Should Be Asking.

Contact me to receive your copy.

Margie@haliburtonliving.ca

Call or text
705-306-0491

Anthony  
vanLieshout** 

Marcia  
Bell*

Chris  
James*

Erin  
Nicholls*

Chris  
Smolarz*

 TRILLIUMTEAM.CA
For more listings, visit

705-935-1000 ext 27

“Thank you to 
Anthony, Marcia 

and Nanci for 
going out of their 

way to sell our 
beautiful house 

and acreage. You 
are truly amazing 
and a team that 

gets things done.”
Herb and Heidi Titze

Waterfront. 5000 sq ft built 2006. Extensive renovations in Phase 1; legal 
riverside Short Term Rental Luxury 2- bedroom suite w/level 2 EV charger 
and Real Estate office opened July 22. Phase2;  3000 sq ft existing space 
remains for your finishing touches. 2nd floor pre-engineered for future 
apartment. Riverside patio roughed in. PH1 enviro -21. 9000 liter septic. 
Municipal water supply. Some space now available to lease. Amazing 
investment opportunity to work and play in cottage country.

HIGH TRAFFIC LOCATION IN KINMOUNT

STEVE BRAND* 
705-488-3060
cell/text 416-271-6844 • steve@stevebrand.ca

CATHY BAIN* 
705-457-2414 ext.44
Cell: 705-854-1553 • cathybain@live.ca

TWELVE MILE LAKE • $599,000

Cozy well maintained 2 bdrm. cottage with open concept living 
plus a small guest bunkie for the overflow guests. Ideal level lot 
with clean wade-in sand beach and great docking system on this 
much sought after 3 lake chain which offers miles of boating fun 
and excellent fishing.

RYAN MERRITT* 
705-935-0601  
ryanmerritt@royallepage.ca

STORMY LAKE • $649,000

• Southwest exposure • Sandy entry, deep off dock 
• 3 bedrooms plus insulated bunk house • 960 sq ft
• Level lot off road
• Beautiful setting

MOOSE LAKE • $1,899,900
174 ft hard packed sand shoreline & over 1 acre 
of land. Stone landscaping, patios, walkways & 
retaining walls, located at the end of cul-de-sac. 
Four season custom built 5 bedroom, 3 washroom 
3200+ sq ft home or cottage features stone entrance, 
main floor bedroom with walkout to lakeside deck, 
open concept kitchen with stone countertop, dining 
area with walkout to lakeside deck, living room with 
stone fireplace, hardwood floors & sitting room with 
walkout to deck with gazebo. Lower level bedrooms, 
bath and rec room with walkout. Double car garage 
plus studio and workshop, double carport, woodshed 
& garden shed.

DAVIS LAKE • $1,500,000
Custom built open concept with cathedral ceilings,
large windows and a walk out to a 51’x12’ cedar
waterside deck. High end finishes throughout 
include oak hardwood floors, granite countertops 
and stainless steel appliances. Partially finished 
walkout basement and landscaped outdoors. Level 
2.326 acre lot, 180 feet of shoreline with shelf rock 
and sandy entry, new 32’x25’ garage, shed, extensive 
dock and a lakeside firepit.

VILLAGE BARN OFFICE • $750/MO.
Prime Haliburton Main Street “Village Barn” 
location! Second floor loft professional private 
double office/retail space plus common sitting 
area and kitchen nook/bathroom facilities. Ample 
parking - rent is all inclusive (heat, hydro, parking, 
snow removal, business taxes, etc.) excluding 
internet and phone. ***Price is plus HST*** 
Available immediately. Tenant willing to sell existing 
office furniture for $1000, electronics are negotiable.


