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DOG DAYS OF SPRING
The Haliburton County Huskies square off against 
the Trenton Golden Hawks in OJHL playoff action 
starting this Sunday, April 10. The best of three 
series comes home to Minden Wednesday, April 
13. If a third game is needed, the teams head 
back to Trenton for a Thursday, April 14 tilt.  
Photo by OJHL images.

Crown seeking 10 years for manslaughter
By Mike Baker
Haliburton man Norman Hart has said he 
feels sadness and remorse over the part 
he played in the 2019 death of housemate 
Robert James Brown. 

Appearing in a Lindsay courtroom 
March 31, Hart said his life has been 
“a rollercoaster of mixed feelings and 
emotions” over the past 18 months, and that 
he is haunted by the events that took place 
at a residence on Highland Street on June 
17, 2019. 

Hart killed Brown after the pair got 
into an argument over the distribution 
of a $500 cheque from the Kawartha 

Lakes-Haliburton Housing Corporation. A 
confrontation at their shared home became 
physical, with Hart, who was under the 
influence of alcohol and cocaine, delivering 
a savage beating to Brown before leaving 
him to die. 

Hart was found guilty of manslaughter on 
Sept. 7, 2021. 

“The death of Robert Brown is 
something that I strongly wish I could, 
but cannot change… This is something 
that did not need to happen,” Hart told 
the court. “At this time, I was living in a 
drug-induced daze of fear and paranoia. 
Oppressive clouds of anger and bitterness 
overshadowed my every thought … I was 

completely gone [and] self-destructive.”
He apologized for allowing his anger to 

get the better of him. Speaking directly to 
Brown’s daughter, Nichole Erickson, who 
was in attendance, Hart said, “it pains me to 
know that Robert’s children will not get a 
chance to say goodbye to his face, and that 
Robert will not be there to support them 
through life’s battles.” 

An emotional Erickson said her life has 
been in complete disarray since her father’s 
death. 

“I experienced grief so raw in the 
immediate aftermath, I wasn’t sure how 
or if I would get past those months. I had 
flashbacks of my father and asked myself 

time and again, why did this happen? Why 
was his life cut short so suddenly,” Erickson 
told the court. “I struggle with the idea that 
my dad died alone in his home without the 
comfort of a hand to hold, and I am plagued 
with thoughts of how scared he would have 
been in his last moments. These are feelings 
that will never go away.”

Erickson said she has been diagnosed with 
Generalized Anxiety Disorder and complex 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder since 
her father’s death, which has prevented 
her from working and pursuing further 
education.



Thursday April 7 2022 | Issue 5352 TheHighlander

Highlander news

HILARY MORRIN
SALES REPRESENTATIVEYOUR TRUSTED REALTOR

LOT #4  
Spectacular and sought after Drag Lake - Lot #4 

(Gonnsen Trail) - Newly created lots from the iconic 
Drag Lake Lodge acreage. Build your dream home 
or cottage on this unique elevated 3.95 acres, 316 
ft lake frontage, boasting panoramic views of Drag 

Lake. $729,000

CALL OR EMAIL 
HILARY

705-935-1320LOT #6  
Calling discerning Buyers looking for a family 

compound or seeking an opportunity to revive 
Drag Lake Lodge. Currently this offering of Lot 
# 6 has one 4 season home, Ravine Ridge, four 

seasonal cottages. $3,000,000

LOT #5 
Spectacular and sought after Drag Lake - Lot 
#5 (Gonnsen Trail) - Newly created lots from 

the iconic Drag Lake Lodge acreage. Build your 
dream home or cottage on this unique elevated 

12.89 acres, 934 ft of lake frontage boasting 
panoramic views of Drag Lake. $950,000

COMPLIMENTARY 
PROPERTY VALUATION

HILARY@MORRINREALTY.COM

Highlands on watch for bird flu spread
By Sam Gillett 
Local wildlife experts are urging landowners to help 
stop the spread of a highly contagious avian flu. 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency has reported 
the flu at four farms in southern Ontario. 

Avian influenza, often called "bird flu," is caused 
by the type "A" influenza virus. The virus tends to 
hit food-producing birds like chickens and turkeys. If 
one bird in a flock is infected, the entire population is 
usually euthanized. However, it can easily spread to 
wild birds, often through water fowl. 

Xavier Tuson, a conservation technician with The 
Land Between, said it’s possible the flu could impact 
Highlands birds. He said Highlanders can help keep 
the local bird population safe by cleaning bird feeders 
often or taking them down entirely.

“In those kinds of instances, where birds are in close 
proximity, that’s where you start seeing the spread,” 
he said. 

Another way to help? “Keep an eye out for sick 
birds,” Tuson said. 

In songbirds or other birds around the Highlands, 
lethargy, diarrhea or other unusual behaviours point to 
avian flu infection. 

Tuson said it’s important to report these sightings to 
the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative which is 
monitoring the illness (1-866-673-4781). 

Since many bird populations, like Nightjars, are 
already facing habitat loss and population decline in 
the Highlands, avian flu spread could prove disastrous 
to species’ long-term health. For individual birds, 
catching bird flu is a death sentence. 

“It’s really just a matter of once they get it, it’s too 
late for that animal,” Tuson said. 

Tuson said it’s likely the flu will run its course by 
early summer. 

“It really depends on how vigilant we are too,” he 
said. Avian flu is often spread by water fowl. Photo by Sam Gillett.

Crown prosecutor Rebecca Griffin read 
a written statement submitted by Brown’s 
sister, Tammy McCafferty. She said her 
relationship with her brother had been 
strained over the years, and they had often 
gone years without speaking. Seeking 
to reconcile, McCafferty reached out to 

Brown over social media last Christmas, 
only to learn he had passed away. 

“I was extremely overwhelmed with grief 
and anger, lost in an empty and foggy 
world ... The brother who stood up for me 
and helped pave my path, my protector, 
was gone,” McCafferty wrote. “I have 
questions about that fateful day… I will 

never know how a human being can get so 
angry that they feel someone has to die.”

Addressing Justice Michelle Fuerst, 
Griffin said she is seeking a prison 
sentence of nine to 10 years, minus time 
already served. Defence lawyer Rob 
Chartier argued that, in light of Hart’s 
efforts to better himself while incarcerated, 

which has included completing drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation courses, and earning 
his secondary school diploma, a sentencing 
of between six-and-a-half and seven-and-a-
half years would be more appropriate. 

Fuerst said she needed time to make a 
final determination. A second sentencing 
hearing has been scheduled for May 9. 

Second sentencing hearing scheduled for next month
Continued from page 1

For more info, call Randall at 705.457.2233 or visit haliburtongolf.com

2022  
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And Junior Memberships

Memberships Available
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Early
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 YOUR HEARING IS IMPORTANT
STEP #1: Get your baseline Our testing is FREE

STEP #2: Is there a medical solution?

STEP #3: Will amplification help? FREE 30 day trial

CALL 705-286-6001
Ask us about Starkey's award winning technology!

Significant growth in County homelessness
By Mike Baker
Homelessness across Haliburton County has 
grown significantly over the past two years, 
while as many as 400 households in the 
Highlands are on a wait list for subsidized 
community housing. 

While she paints a bleak picture, Michelle 
Corley, manager of the Kawartha Lakes-
Haliburton Housing Corporation, noted the 
COVID-19 pandemic had not been kind to 
many people in Haliburton County, leaving 
some homeless and many others close to it. 

“Currently, in the County of Haliburton, 
we are aware of 37 homeless households – 
three couples, six families, seven seniors, 
15 singles and six youth,” Corley said. 
“While there is no doubt that there has been 
an increase in homelessness, some of this 
may be that our system has gotten better at 
identifying homelessness.”

In March 2020, Corley said her 
organization was aware of 12 households 
experiencing homelessness in the 
Highlands. 

KLH Housing Corporation offers 
affordable and market-based rents to 
hundreds of households across its coverage 
zone. It also offers assistance through 
various programs to people affected by 
homelessness. 

Almost all services are running at 
maximum capacity, Corley noted. As 

of February, there are more than 400 
households in Haliburton County waiting 
for community housing. This is up 
substantially over the past two years, Corley 
added. 

Wait times for families to be matched 
with appropriate community housing can 
be as long as 10 years, and sometimes even 
longer than that, Corley admitted. 

The provincial government recently 
provided the KLH Housing Corporation 
with an additional $166,000 in funding to 
help address homelessness as part of a new 
Ontario-wide initiative. 

The Homelessness Prevention Program, 
launched April 1, combines three existing 
programs running under the housing 
umbrella: the Community Homelessness 
Prevention Initiative, Home for Good, and 
the Strong Communities Rent Supplement 
Program. 

Local MPP Laurie Scott said the 
amalgamation will give service managers 
at the grass roots level more flexibility 
to target funding where it is needed, and 
allow for greater financial accountability 
by measuring an organization’s progress in 
reducing and preventing homelessness in 
their communities. 

In total, the government plans to invest 
$464 million into the program annually. 

Corley said the additional funding 

received this year would be put to good use 
as her team continues their work to combat 
a growing problem in the community. 

“With the top-up, we will will be able 
to cover some ongoing costs of rent 
supplements within new affordable housing 
buildings, allowing some households with 
very limited income to have rent geared 
to their income,” Corley said. “Other 

potential uses might be to have additional 
partnerships for supports for those who are 
struggling to maintain housing given their 
need for additional supports.”

To learn more about KLH Housing 
Corporations and its services, visit 
kawarthalakes.ca/en/living-here/klh-
housing-corporation

The Kawartha Lakes-Haliburton Housing Corporation says there are over 400 families on 
a wait list for community housing. File.

Police investigate truck theft in Haliburton 
By Sam Gillett
Haliburton Highlands OPP are 
investigating a reported vehicle theft in 
Dysart et al. 

A white 2015 Nissan Titan pickup 
truck was reported stolen April 5, 
between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m, from Pine 
Avenue in Haliburton. The truck was 
locked and parked in a residential 
driveway. 

Police ask nearby residents to check 
security camera footage and report any 
suspicious activity or sightings of the 
truck.

Haliburton Highlands OPP urge 
anyone with information to call 1-888-

310-1122 or (705) 286-1431, or Crime 
Stoppers anonymously at 1-800-222-
TIPS (8477)

The OPP provides the following tips to 
prevent vehicle theft: 

• Park your vehicle in a well-lit secure 
area or locked garage, if possible

• Consider using a steering wheel 
locking device, brake pedal lock or 
other theft-deterrent device

• Keep your key fob in a signal 
blocking case

• Install a GPS tracker
• Never leave your vehicle unlocked
• Install surveillance cameras
• Report suspicious persons or activity 

to police A photo of the vehicle reported stolen. Submitted.



Thursday April 7 2022 | Issue 5354 TheHighlander

Highlander news

INFORMATION PAGE
7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 

Toll Free 1-844-277-1260 Fax: 705-286-4917 • www.mindenhills.ca

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911   AFTER-HOURS MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY DIAL 1-866-856-3247

@Township.Minden.Hills            Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

(Virtual) Council Meetings

Council and Closed Session meetings are currently being 
conducted virtually via web conference meetings, until further 
notice.  Meetings begin at 9:00 AM unless otherwise noted.  

The schedule of upcoming meetings are:
 

April 14 – Regular Council Meeting 
April 28 – Regular Council Meeting

Members of the Public are invited to observe Council 
proceedings by joining a live-stream link available on the 
township website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/ or by 

using the direct link provided in the notice. Meeting agendas 
are not displayed during the meeting, please download by 

visiting our website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/.

Please note the live-stream link provided for each meeting 
will only be activated while Council is in session.

FIREWORKS PERMIT REMINDER
Reminder that the discharging of fireworks requires a 

permit within the Township of Minden Hills.  Contact the Fire 
Department for a fireworks permit prior to the ignition of 

fireworks at 705-286-1202.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

We are currently recruiting for the following positions within the 
Township:

• Community Services Casual Operator
• Summer Students in Parks

• Summer Students at the Minden Hills Cultural Centre
• Student Recreation Attendant

• Building Inspector/MLEO
 

Please email sprentice@mindenhills.ca or visit www.mindenhills.ca/
employment-opportunities/ for more information.

Are you on the Voters’ List for the 2022 Municipal and 
School Board Elections?

Township of Minden Hills residents can find out whether 
they’re on the voter’s list for the upcoming municipal and 

school board elections at voterlookup.ca. 

Voterlookup.ca is an online service used to collect and 
confirm information that will be used in the preparation of the 
final Voters’ Lists across Ontario. You can also change your 

school support for electoral purposes and add names to your 
property address.  If you do not have access to the internet, 
please visit the Administration Office, Clerks Department, 7 

Milne St., Minden. If you need support, please call  
1-866-296-6722.

Daytime Burning Reminder
Reminder that you will need a burn permit for daytime burning, 7:00 

AM to 7:00 PM from April 1st to October 31st.  A burn permit is issued 
for the season at a cost of $50.00.  For more information contact the 

Fire Department at 705-286-1202.

Tell our advertisers you saw their ad in The Highlander. 

MINDEN HILLS NEWS 
Livestreams remain  
for a week
Minden Hills will make video recordings of 
council meetings publicly available for one 
week after the meetings adjourn. 

Councillors made the decision at a March 
31 council meeting after clerk Vicki Bull 
provided multiple options, which mayor 
Brent Devolin described as a “complex 
labyrinth.” Those included limiting access 
to recordings to only be viewed live, or 
leaving recordings public. 

“We just want to make everything as 
transparent as possible to the public,” Bull 
said. 

Currently livestreams are not available 
after Minden Hills meetings conclude, 
however the official record of each meeting 
is available as approved minutes on the 
township’s website, as per provincial 
regulations. 

CAO Trisha McKibbin said the township 
is “receiving more and more inquiries from 
the public to view past council meetings 
if they were away or missed the meeting 
because we don’t have a policy in place, we 
aren't able to release that.” 

Devolin said leaving meeting recordings 
online forever could result in “mischief if a 
candidate wanted to use this in an election.”

Coun. Pam Sayne added that recordings 
viewed long after the meeting took place 
could miss key “context” needed to 
understand the proceedings or choices 
made.

Coun. Jean Neville asked if having the 
recordings online could pose a cyber 
security risk. 

Bull said that’s unlikely, adding that the 
County of Haliburton and other townships 
leave their videos up on YouTube. 

Offline meetings  
could resume 
Minden Hills council will decide at its 
April 20 special meeting whether to resume 
in-person council meetings. 

McKibbin prompted the discussion, 
advising council that “now that we have 
restrictions being lifted, I wanted to have 
a conversation about taking a hybrid 
approach to council meetings.” 

She suggested having council and the 
clerk and deputy clerk in the space, and 
department heads and staff providing 
reports through Zoom. The public and 
media would watch proceedings via Zoom 
recordings. 

“I’d like to take a staged approach,” she 
said. 

Coun. Ron Nesbitt asked if councillors 
would have to wear masks. McKibbin 
replied that masks wouldn’t be required, 
and she mentioned the desks would be 
distanced. 

Coun. Bob Carter said worsening COVID-
19 numbers in Europe point to a rise in 
infections in Canada too. “I’d defer to the 
scientists and say it’s too early,” he said. 

Coun. Lisa Schell said, “everybody else 
is going back into meetings. I’m fully 

prepared to go into meetings. I think by the 
end of April that’s more than enough time.”

Devolin offered the April 20 date as a 
“compromise” that would allow some 
time for council to get a better picture of 
COVID-19 case counts and risk. 

Renewing groundwater 
surveillance 
Minden will renew a $65,768.83 agreement 
for water quality monitoring around local 
landfills. Provincial law mandates the 
township must monitor groundwater, 
surface water and residential well water 
near active and closed landfill sites. 
Each year this data must be analyzed and 
reported to the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks. 

“While we’re still seeing contaminants 
and we’re still seeing leeching from the 
waste mound we still have to continue 
monitoring,” said new director of waste 
facilities Nikki Payne. 

Councillors consider 
summer ice 
The Haliburton County Huskies securing 
a playoff spot means the S.G Nesbitt arena 
ice will remain in place until the final 
whistle of their playoff run. 

Neville asked director of community 
services Craig Belfry if it would be possible 
for the ice to stay put even longer. “If there 
was demand to have summer ice, do you 

have any sense of the cost-effectiveness 
for having ice in the summer months?” she 
asked. 

Belfry said there isn’t a cost estimate for 
keeping the rink open, however that would 
mean more staff being hired. He said staff 
“are thinking about that and what would be 
required” for summer ice. 

Neville said she, “had some hints summer 
ice may be a benefit, not just for hockey but 
for figure skating as well.” 

Land acknowledgment 
finalized 
Minden Hills will begin each council 
and committee meeting with a statement 
recognizing the First Nations people who 
first lived and travelled through the area. It 
was developed in partnership with Curve 
Lake First Nations. 

It reads, “we respectfully acknowledge 
that the Township of Minden Hills is 
located on Treaty 20 Michi Saagiig 
territory, and in the traditional territory of 
the Michi Saagiig and Chippewa Nations, 
collectively known as the Williams 
Treaties First Nations, which are Curve 
Lake, Rama, Hiawatha, Alderville, Scugog 
Island, Beausoleil and Georgina Island First 
Nations. We acknowledge a shared presence 
of Indigenous nations throughout the area, 
and recognize its original, Indigenous 
inhabitants as the stewards of its lands and 
waters since time immemorial.” (Minden 
Hills news compiled by Sam Gillett) 
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10 Year Workmanship Warranty

Minden septic inspection into year two
By Sam Gillett 
Thirty-seven per cent of Minden Hills septic 
systems inspected in 2021 aren’t up to par, 
however, most are in low-risk condition.  

WSP Global, a company hired to conduct 
septic system inspections across the 
township between 2021-2025, presented its 
findings at a March 31 council meeting.

It detailed issues and trends found 
within the 1,072 systems surveyed at 
820 properties in the first stage of the 
inspections, which will run each summer 
for the next four years.   

The checks cost homeowners $220. If 
fixes are needed, remedial inspections cost 
another $220.Those with septic systems 
installed after 2016 are exempt. 

The report said the majority of systems 
surveyed are between 20-30 years old, with 

620 or 58 per cent - designated low risk, 
420 medium risk, and 34 high risk. 

Brandon Aubin of WSP said educating 
property owners about proper septic system 
care, as well as the requirements, seems to 
be a key issue moving forward, as well as 
“highlighting for them this is a benefit. It’s 
not to put systems under the scrutiny of the 
building code.”

Common issues found include high levels 
of waste within the septic bed, structural 
issues with septic tanks and improper use of 
the area above the septic bed. 

Coun. Bob Carter asked if there is a 
calculation that can tell if a septic system is 
big enough for a property. 

Aubin said inspectors compare notes from 
a property’s building permits to the size of 
the tank, making sure it can handle capacity. 

There are 126 properties that did not 
receive inspections for various reasons. 

Carter said, “people will do everything 
they can from preventing the inspection 
from taking place because they’ve got a 
woefully inadequate system. “I would like 
to make sure [that at] these 15 per cent of 
properties, all efforts are made to get these 
done.” 

Coun. Pam Sayne said she received a lot 
of calls about the program. She said she 
was concerned a high volume of calls to 
municipal staff would use up resources. 

“Part of the reason we decided to contract 
this out instead of bringing it in to staff 
was that it would take pressure off of 
our building department to have this out-
sourced,” she said. 

“I think there needs to be the ability to 

answer questions online.” 
Colin McKnight, Minden Hills’ chief 

building official, estimated he received 
thousands of calls about septic inspections 
last year. He said it’s difficult to respond to 
that high a volume of queries. 

CAO Trisha McKibbin added, “a 
big key is the communication piece. 
Communication between WSP and the 
municipality and both the communication 
between WSP and the municipality out to 
the public.” 

Inspections are set to continue, in 2022; 
Duck, Horseshoe, Mountain lakes; in 2023, 
Soyers, Kashagawigamog, Canning lakes; 
in 2024, Little Boshkung, Twelve Mile, 
Brady and Bob lakes; and in 2025, Davis, 
Bat, South and Bow lakes.

A septic system under construction. File 
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Sharing agreements the way to go: experts
By Lisa Gervais
David Siegel is a retired professor of 
political science at Brock University who 
has researched and written extensively 
about amalgamations in Ontario.

He thinks the County is on the right track 
with its service delivery review.

For example, one recommendation 
by consultant Strategy Corp. is to hire 
a procurement specialist to help the 
municipalities achieve savings through 
strategic and collaborative sourcing. 

“This idea of getting into a partnership, 
of things like procurement for example, 
that’s an obvious one and that’s a place 
where a lot of places start because it is 
pretty straightforward because now you 
have increased buying power,” he said.

He noted that in Niagara they have a 
paper partnership where municipalities, 
along with school boards and universities, 
purchase things such as stationary, 
toilet paper and paper towels together 
to save money. “There are some forms 
of partnerships that can go beyond 
municipalities.”

Siegel said something such as 
procurement is “also a place to get your 
feet wet and figure out whether this 
marriage is going to work.”

He said recommendations such as the 
new economic development and tourism 
director and creating an in-house legal 
position as well as a communications 
officer and grant writer make sense as five 
townships can contribute towards the cost. 
They would not have been able to manage 
on their own.

“It seems to me your best route in 
the short-term is some form of sharing 
agreements.”

He said he thinks it is a more logical 
progression as opposed to amalgamating 
and then working backwards.

“Once you start getting into these 

joint service agreements, then the next 
step could potentially be amalgamation 
because if these things work then at some 
point someone is going to say ‘why do 
we have these four different shells when 
so much work is being done on a joint 
service basis.

“And, if that’s the way it goes, then that 
will make the amalgamation much easier 
probably because there’s usually a lot of 
blood spilled with these amalgamations 
over the idea of giving up this autonomy, 
but if you approach this thing gradually - 
which it seems like you guys [the County] 
are, then that becomes a much easier thing 
to sell, and a much easier thing to deal 
with.”

Asked for examples of what comparator 
municipalities have done, Siegel said he 
could not since every municipality in 
Ontario is different.

However, he pointed to northern York 
Region as an example. 

“The northern municipalities up there, 
they started a number of years ago with 
a partnership agreement. And they just 
keep expanding. They get new ideas about 
things because the mayors and CAOs get 
together on a regular basis.”

He said, “you might be searching in 
vain for a municipality that looks like 
Haliburton County. You will find pieces, 
such as purchasing agreements in northern 
York regions but sometimes municipalities 
just have to strike out on their own. 

“I think people are looking for a final 
answer to what Haliburton is going to look 
like forever and a day, and that’s not going 
to happen.”

The northern  
York experience
Margaret Quick is the mayor of Georgina. 
Since 2005, her township has been 
working with Aurora, East Gwillimbury, 
King, Newmarket and Whitchurch-
Stouffville on collaborative initiatives and 

partnerships. It’s known as the Northern 
Six Municipalities (N6).

The N6 was profiled at the 2018 Ontario 
Municipal Administrator’s Association 
annual conference and the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities summer 2018 
session. It’s received national recognition.

Some of the collaborations have included 
waste collection, resulting in $11 million 
in savings, and allowing each municipality 
to double its waste diversion rates. 

They’ve also partnered on year-end 
auditing, garnering a 10 per cent discount. 
Some of the six have partnered on a fire 
master plan, saving 40 per cent of costs. 
They’re now looking into emergency 
services and waste and wastewater. 

They saved another $750,000 in 2011 
on a joint procurement for an insurance 
provider. There are mutual staff training 
costs; joint animal control services; 
looking into potential collaboration to 
further develop and implement corporate 
asset management programs and combined 
external legal services, IT, and fleet. 
They’ve done procurement together for 
years. 

Quick said although Haliburton County 
is smaller, “I don’t see why it couldn’t 
or wouldn’t” work here. “Whether it’s 
a small scale, working together on joint 
projects and service delivery makes 
sense.”

She said they don’t all always join. 
“Sometimes it’s N4, N3 N2 hybrid 
models. If it doesn’t work for a 
community, they can opt out.”

However, “if you don’t look at 
something, you don’t know if it’s going to 
work or not, so there’s no harm in looking 
at it.”

She said in the early days, there were 
some attachments, for example, to long-
term contractors so, “it can be difficult to 
look at, but when you do, it can, from a 
business model point of view, if it makes 
sense, it can save taxpayer dollars and 
provide a more efficient service, or a 
larger service or a more in-depth service.”

Her advice to Haliburton County?
“Be open to it. Put things on the table 

and see what works. And if it doesn’t 
work for everybody, that’s fine. But don’t 
be afraid of looking at it. Change is that 
big scary thing and sometimes you need 
to embrace change. You don’t just change 
for the sake of change but if you can find 
a way to deliver a service more efficiently, 
perhaps a higher level of service than you 
had before at an equal or better price, why 
shouldn’t you look at that?”

She said the question of possibly 
amalgamating some northern councils 
came up a couple of years ago, but “bigger 
isn’t always necessarily better. There are 
other options such as partnering together 
that bring efficiencies while allowing the 
individual character of communities to 
continue.”

First County  
intermunicipal  
agreement signed
In March, the first N6 type agreement was 
forged in Haliburton County with all four 
townships agreeing to a joint household 
hazardous waste co-operative.

Not only did they do a joint tender, to 
check off the efficiency box, but they 
also improved customer service. As long 
as you have a landfill card, you can now 
take your household hazardous waste to 
any of the 14 events being held across the 
County.

County Coun. Andrea Roberts said, 
“that kind of communication might not 
have happened before if we hadn’t done a 
service delivery review. I just think this is 
a great example of the local municipalities 
working well together.”

Coun. Brent Devolin said there had 
been some historic collaborations, such as 
Minden Hills and Highlands East sharing 
some landfill services, but “I’d love to see 
more of those across the County.”
This is the fifth and final piece of the 
amalgamation series.

It’s what everyone’s reading 
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Are you a local business
or professional? If you
are not yet a member of
the chamber, consider
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profit organizations and
being a chamber
member comes with a
whole host of benefits! 

If you would like more
information about the
Haliburton Highlands
Chamber of Commerce
or how to become a
member please check
out our website at: 

www.haliburtonchamber.com

or send an email to: 

admin@haliburtonchamber.com
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Animal rights advocate calls 
for delayed staff report 
By Sam Gillett 
A Minden woman is looking for answers 
after delivering a delegation on animal 
bylaws to Minden Hills council more than 
two years ago. 

Shanna Dryburgh alleged witnessing 14 
dogs outside in sub-zero conditions on a 
vacant property near Minden in the winter 
of 2020. Videos were shared online and by 
media province-wide.

Dryburgh urged council to strengthen laws 
limiting the number of dogs that can be 
kept, as well as disallowing their care on 
vacant land. 

After her delegation, council requested 
a staff report and possible bylaw changes, 
which have not yet been brought before 
council.

Dryburgh said she’s emailed Minden Hills 
through CAO Trisha McKibbin multiple 
times and said she was assured the issue 
would come back before council in 2021. 
McKibbin did not respond to requests for 
comment by press time. 

“There was an order made at council. 
How many years is it reasonable for this to 
be done?” Dryburgh asked. 

Mayor Brent Devolin said the issue has 
not been forgotten. 

“During COVID times the processing of 
these kinds of longer-term objectives, we’ve 
been running at half-speed,” he said. 

Devolin added he believes other issues 
such as shoreline preservation and short-
term rentals are likely to take up council’s 
time this spring while exceptional building 
activity puts pressure on administrative 
staff. 

“This isn’t a quick endeavour, it will take 
time.”

Dryburgh said since the province, through 
the 2020 Provincial Animal Welfare 
Services (PAWS) Act is making changes to 
standards of care for outdoor dogs, it is “the 
perfect opportunity” to get it done and keep 

in line with what the province is doing. 
She said Minden Hills’ rules, which 

allow people to own up to nine dogs, are 
irresponsible. 

In surrounding municipalities, the 
maximum number of dogs allowed to 
be kept is lower. For example, private 
households can only own up to four dogs in 
the City of Kawartha Lakes. 

She also called for prohibiting the keeping 
of dogs on vacant land. 

Colin McKnight, Minden Hills’ chief 
building official, said his department has 
compiled research but has not yet prepared 
a report. 

Dryburgh said she was concerned if 
Devolin, who said he will not run for 
re-election, is not on council, the issue may 
be forgotten. 

Devolin said that’s unlikely since staff 
maintain report files and many council 
members are expected to seek re-election. 

“Certainly this will be a matter of concern 
and of conversation we’ll have at council,” 
he said. 

Two people from the Kawartha Lakes face 
multiple counts of animal-related charges in 
a case that prompted Dryburgh’s delegation. 

Those charged were initially scheduled 
to appear in court in October 2020. As of 
March 9, 2022 the case has not yet been 
rescheduled. 

The case came in a time of transition 
for animal welfare in Ontario. The PAWs 
act came into effect Jan. 1, 2020, putting 
enforcement in the hands of the province 
instead of the Ontario Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA).

Shanna Dryburgh presented a delegation to Minden Hills council March 12, 2020.  
Photo by Lisa Gervais.  

Put your real estate brand in front of thousands 
of residents and cottagers. Home in the 
Highlands is Haliburton County’s #1 source of 
real estate listings. 

ON STANDS APRIL 14
To advertise in our next issue contact one of our 
sales team. Deadline April 11.

DAWN
dawn@thehighlander.ca  
705.306.9458

HOME 
IN THE  
HIGHLANDS

YOUR GUIDE TO HALIBURTON COUNTY REAL ESTATE

MICHELE
michele@thehighlander.ca
705.868.8836 



Thursday April 7 2022 | Issue 5358 TheHighlander

Editorial opinion
OUR MISSION 
To tell the story of Haliburton County 
each week.
To be a source of information and 
inspiration through stories and ideas.
To report on issues, people and events 
important to the community.
To reflect and promote pride in the 
culture, people and landscape of The 
Highlands.
To encourage Highlanders to believe in 
themselves, in our community, and in 
their power to make our place in the 
world better every day.

STAFF
PUBLISHER
Simon Payn | simon@thehighlander.ca

EDITORIAL
Lisa Gervais 
Editor | editor@thehighlander.ca

Sam Gillett
Reporter | sam@thehighlander.ca

Mike Baker
Reporter | mike@thehighlander.ca

SALES

Michele Guite  
Sales manager | michele@thehighlander.ca

Dawn Poissant  
Sales | dawn@thehighlander.ca

Laurie Johnson 
Sales coordinator | laurie@thehighlander.ca

BUSINESS MANAGER
Glenda Mumford | admin@thehighlander.ca 

PRODUCTION

Tania Moher
Design manager | production@thehighlander.ca

Peter Stewart
Designer | peter@thehighlander.ca

DISTRIBUTION

Walt Griffin

CONTACT 
705-457-2900
123 Maple Avenue, Box 1024 
Haliburton, Ontario  K0M 1S0
Audited Circulation 8,871 (Jan 1 - June 30, 2017) 
Canadian Media Circulation Audit - Canadian 
Community Newspapers Association

The Highlander is a local, independently owned and 
operated weekly newspaper for Haliburton County. 
Please note the views expressed are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily refl ect the views 
of the paper or its owners. Liability for incorrectly 
displayed or placed advertisements is limited to 
correcting the error in future issues or providing 
advertising credit to be applied at the advertiser’s 
discretion. Letters may be edited for clarity and 
length and are published at the editor’s discretion. 
All advertising and editorial content is © 2021 The 
Highlander Newspaper Ltd.

C A N A D I A N
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2012

Published by The Highlander Newspaper Limited

By Mike Baker

HAVE AN OPINION?  
Send your letters to editor@thehighlander.ca  

(300 words max)

EleXion files

Time for an update
I have to admit, I’ve never been a huge fan 
of the whole Sunshine List concept. 

Released annually by the Ontario 
government, the document names and 
shames any public servant that earns in 
excess of $100,000 a year. Introduced 
in 1996 by Mike Harris’ Conservative 
government under the guise of their 
so-called ‘Common Sense Revolution’, 
the Sunshine List was supposed to provide 
accountability on behalf of the public sector 
and transparency to the taxpayer. 

I would argue that the only thing the 
Sunshine List has ever really accomplished 
is embarrassing those whose names are 
inscribed within its pages year after year. 
Yet, there are people who look forward to 
its publication. I’m not sure why. Knowing 
how much money a school teacher, doctor, 
police officer, or staffer down at town hall 
makes has absolutely no bearing on our 
lives.

It may, however, have a bearing on theirs. 
Something that was, apparently, designed 
to increase productivity today likely has 
the complete opposite effect. I, for one, 
wouldn’t exactly be thrilled to have my 
annual earnings plastered all over the place 
for people to see. 

The most recent list was published March 
25, based on people’s earnings from 2021. 

Incredibly, 244,390 made it. That’s a more 
than 5,000 per cent increase from the 4,501 
people whose earnings were disclosed in 
the very first list 26 years ago. 

I think it’s pretty clear to see that the 
Sunshine List has gotten out of hand. 
Despite inflation rising by more than 66 per 
cent since 1996, as per the Bank of Canada, 
the cut-off point for those included has 
remained the same. 

That’s more than a little bizarre when you 
consider that $100,000 in 1996 would be 
worth $166,629 today. That’s a pretty hefty 
difference. 

Inflation is the sole reason so many people 
now make the list. As the cost of living 
goes up, so should people’s compensation. 
For a little more context, the average price 
of a home in Toronto was approximately 
$198,150 in 1996. Today, that average 
has increased to an eye-watering $1.335 
million. Twenty-six years ago, a litre of 
gas ran you 56 cents. It’s averaging $1.77 
this week. And I probably don’t need to tell 
you how much basic grocery costs have 
increased over that time.

So, with everything else on the uppity up, 
why has the Sunshine List remained at that 
$100,000 threshold? 

More than 75 people from Haliburton 
County suffered the ignominy of having 

their position 
and earnings 
called into 
question last 
week. At the 
very least, the 
whole thing 
needs a major 
facelift. 

If we as a 
society deem 
there is a certain threshold in which we 
have a right to know how much we are 
paying our public servants, not to name and 
shame but to keep the sector accountable, 
then perhaps it would be better to produce a 
list without names. 

Locally, it would give us some insight into 
how much salaries have risen. Along with 
that should come some form of explanation 
as to why costs have gone up. Take this 
year, for example. You don’t need to be a 
rocket scientist to figure out health care 
salaries have risen as a result of a global 
pandemic, but it would be helpful to know 
that the only reason so many police officers 
made the list is due to overtime pay. 

If the Ontario government is going to 
continue supporting the release of the 
Sunshine List, they need to do a better job 
of presenting it. 

Concerned Citizens of Haliburton County 
(CCHC) is offering a series of articles 
entitled, EleXion Files until mid-May, 
2022. Articles will focus on non-partisan 
information that we hope will be of interest 
to readers in helping to cast their vote in 
the provincial election, June 2. Voting is 
a right, a privilege and an obligation that 
every citizen should exercise.

Poverty in a  
province of plenty
Life is full of contradictions. One that 
really concerns me is that poverty persists 
today despite obvious wealth. In 2019, 
Ontario reported its highest GDP ever. 
Yet a consulting firm hired by Haliburton 
County reported in January that we have a 
child poverty rate of 23 per cent. Quebec 
has a child poverty rate of five per cent, the 
lowest in the country. Why the difference? 
Could it be that Quebec recognizes that 
poverty is not a personal problem but a 
policy problem? 

One of Quebec’s policies illustrates how 
governments can lower a family’s expenses 
by providing affordable $10 a day daycare. 
Ontario has just signed on to a federal-
provincial funding agreement, which will 
reduce expenses in a province with some of 
the highest childcare fees in the country.

In Haliburton County, three food banks 
and two heat banks are evidence of a 

caring community. Yet charity has limits. 
Government representatives announce grant 
money to local agencies but this will not 
end poverty. Relying on the voluntary and 
non-profit sector to provide basic needs is 
a willful disregard for the right of every 
person to an adequate standard of living. 
Charitable approaches let governments off 
the hook. 

Tax credits are one way to “put more 
money in your pocket”. While this sounds 
appealing, there are often unintended 
consequences.

The Ontario Child Care Tax Credit was 
offered to families to offset the high cost of 
childcare, but the Financial Accountability 
Office found that approximately two-
thirds of the benefit would go to families 
with incomes over $63,700. Families with 
incomes of $21,400 or less will receive 
only three per cent of the benefit. Why is 
this the case? 

You have to owe income tax in order 
to take advantage of a tax credit. You 
have to be paying for childcare in order 
to claim any Child Care Tax Credit. 
Many low-income families, who cannot 
afford childcare, and likely use informal 
arrangements, are excluded from the very 
program designed to help.

Another tax credit, the Low-Income 
Individuals and Families Tax Credit 
(LIFT) was introduced by the provincial 
government in 2019 and is worth up to 
$850 a year for individuals earning a 

maximum of $38,500. The FAO estimates 
that one million individuals will receive an 
average of $409 from the LIFT. Workers 
however, would have gained an average of 
$809, if the minimum wage had been raised 
as scheduled on Jan. 1, 2019. 

So, what is the answer to poverty? It is a 
system that ensures both sufficient income 
and universal basic services. Tax revenue 
is required to fund this approach. In The 
Nordic Theory of Everything, a Finnish 
journalist reveals that her municipal and 
national taxes amounted to 31 per cent of 
her taxable income. In return, she received 
or was eligible for: comprehensive health 
insurance; paid disability leave; up to three 
years of parental leave; affordable high-
quality day care; one of the world’s best 
education systems; free post-secondary 
education; elder care; and social security 
programs when needed. Like the citizens 
in the Nordic nations, can we see taxes as 
an investment in well-being rather than a 
burden that must be minimized?

Poverty diminishes us all. As the song 
goes …” None of us are free if one of us 
is chained.” Ontario governments have 
the power to enact policies that work to 
eliminate poverty. 

Judy Paul
Next week, see Carolynn Coburn’s article 

entitled “Justice in a Province of Plenty”.
Contact our Facebook page or  

info@concernedcitizenshc.ca
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Not a fan of  
CKL amalgamation
Dear editor,
As a former councillor and resident of the 
City of Kawartha Lakes, I was shocked that 
Haliburton County and its municipalities 
were even considering amalgamation after 
watching the abject failure in municipal 
governance in Kawartha Lakes. 

One only has to drive on any road in 
the City of Kawartha Lakes to realize 
the failure of this municipality. I drive to 
Minden Hills and Haliburton to bicycle. 
Your roads are exemplary compared to 
Kawartha Lakes. 

In most part, this is due to the fact 
that each municipality in the County 

gets separate funding for roads from the 
province and each municipality can apply 
for grants offered by the provincial or 
federal governments. The City of Kawartha 
Lakes only get funding as one municipality 
and can only apply for one grant instead of 
each municipality applying for funding. 

To expect a fair and unbiased review 
on the success or failure of the City of 
Kawartha Lakes from CEO Ron Taylor 
or four-term councillor Doug Elmslie 
is ludicrous. Their interests are not 
your interests. All you will get from 
amalgamation is increased debt, impassable 
roads and poor services. 

David Hodgson  
Former councillor,  
City of Kawartha Lakes

Plain and simple
Dear editor, 
There’s an old truism that says, “When you 
mix science and politics, you get politics”.

Over two weeks ago Doug Ford said 
“Let me be very clear to the school boards, 
they’re not medical experts – the chief 
medical officer is the expert. But our 
expectations to the school boards, to the 
exception of the parents that want their kids 
to put masks on, follow the direction of the 
chief medical officer. Plain and simple.”

This confounded hundreds of doctors, 
many public health officers, the Ontario 
Science Table, universities, school boards 
and teachers’ unions who felt that it was 
too early, particularly immediately after the 
Spring Break where many families headed 

south to enjoy warmer temperatures. It also 
confounded everyone when Ford went on to 
say that he would continue to wear a mask 
in certain situations. Go figure???

But Dougie knows best, so the mask 
mandate and other restriction came off, 
even though children who feel safer when 
wearing a mask face may be ridiculed from 
those who don’t want to do so.

To no one’s surprise the numbers are going 
up across Ontario – more hospitalizations, 
more in the ICU and more deaths. A sub-
variant of the highly transmissible Omicron 
version of coronavirus known as BA.2 is 
now dominant worldwide. Let’s see how 
this plays out, with the ‘experts’ in Queen’s 
Park in charge. Is it still plain and simple?

Dennis Choptiany 
Koshlong Lake

Larry Murphy snapped this Trumpeter Swan.
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By Lisa Gervais

By Dr. Nell Thomas

Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 

COVID CORNER

Approved treatments for COVID-19 
Wishful thinking aside, COVID cases are 
climbing, as predicted, with the rapidly 
spreading Omicron variant BA.2. I have 
never had so many COVID patients in my 
practice as I do right now. I am grateful so 
many are vaccinated, as most illnesses are 
manageable at home. So far, I am aware 
of only one death, and one hospitalized 
(neither vaccinated). Data continues to 
support the effectiveness and benefit of 
vaccines, with CDC reporting three shots 
reduced hospitalizations by 92 per cent 
and deaths by 96 per cent in patients over 
18 years during the Omicron BA.1 wave 
to Jan. 31, 2022. (Two shots reduced 
hospitalizations by 75 per cent and deaths 
by 85 per cent). 

We are all watching to see if the next 
variant is worse, or if the virus evolves to 
be less infectious with less severe illness 
(to become the fifth coronavirus “common 
cold”). Scientists tell us there is an almost 
infinite number of ways SARSCoV2 can 
mutate. So far, each lineage has evolved 
on a unique path, each separate from the 

original. This can make the virus stronger 
and less likely for us to have immunity 
against it. It also becomes hardier when it 
infects someone with a weakened immune 
system, or if it transmits from human to 
animal to human. It can gain strength if one 
individual has two variants simultaneously 
(Delta plus Omicron), allowing 
recombination to occur.  

We got lucky with the development of 
very effective vaccinations, including 
viral vectors, mRNA, and, now approved 
in Canada, the protein-based Novavax 
Nuvaxovid, containing five micrograms of 
the original SARS-CoV-2 spike protein, 
two doses given 21 days apart for adults 
18 years and older. It is anticipated that 
vaccines will soon be available with more 
specific targeting of variants. Fourth shots 
will be recommended for adults over 50 
years whose third shot was more than four 
to six months ago. 

Current approved treatments for 
COVID-19 include monoclonal antibody 
medications such as Sotrovimab, given 

by IV for mild to moderate disease in non 
hospitalized adults and adolescents (12 
years of age and older weighing at least 40 
kg) who are at high risk for progressing to 
hospitalization and/or death. The antibody 
treatments are less effective for certain 
variants, including BA.2.

Nirmatrelvir and ritonavir are two antiviral 
medications given together in pill form 
over five days. Marketed under the name 
Paxlovid in Canada, it is intended for non 
hospitalized patients 18 years or older with 
mild to moderate illness who are at high 
risk for progression to severe or critical 
COVID-19 illness. If given within five 
days of symptom onset it can significantly 
reduce the risk of hospitalization or death 
in unvaccinated adults with confirmed 
COVID-19 who are at risk for a more 
severe course of disease.

Other treatment options available to 
higher risk patients include remdesivir, 
fluvoxamine, and budesonide. 

In what is believed to be the first time 
a vaccine has been used as treatment, a 

patient in Wales 
who had suffered 
with seven months 
of ongoing 
symptoms and 
repeated positive 
tests received 
two doses of Pfizer’s mRNA vaccine. The 
patient has a chronic illness suppressing 
his immune system and making him less 
able to fight off infections. The vaccine 
successfully ignited his immune response. 
After more than half a year of chest 
tightness, headaches, poor concentration 
and extreme fatigue the virus finally 
cleared from his body (Journal of Clinical 
Immunology). 

In a study published in JAMA, Aspirin 
was shown to improve survival rates in 
112,000 hospitalized COVID patients. 
Patients who received aspirin within one 
day of being hospitalized with moderate 
COVID-19 were nearly 14 per cent less 
likely to die in hospital within 28 days 
compared to patients who did not. 

Thoughts of a  
frustrated peacenik 
Dear editor, 
Very early morning, not able to sleep, 
mind filled with concern for state of this 
world and trying to think of actions that 
individuals, families and communities 
can do to make a positive difference. I’ve 
shared some ideas with my pen and paper.

What if instead of praying for peace, 
we genuinely build a ‘peace bridge’ to 
practically help people in need by creating 
welcoming spaces and places for those 
fleeing conflict and major climate crises.

For example, we could use the armories 
and other available existing buildings to 
provide temporary shelter for the Ukrainian 
families escaping the violent Russian 
attacks.

Religious orders of every faith could help 
sponsor this endeavour.

These armouries would become places of 
safety and support.

Our flag would again be a symbol of 
peace and freedom for a world in grave 
danger, with our humanity once again in 
jeopardy.

Our world is in crisis, facing significant 
issues of climate, war, human rights, 
income disparity, food insecurity, mental 
health, and threats to democratic principles 
that took centuries to build.

Clean air, community responsibility, social 
justice, peace of mind are all necessities for 
a healthy life for all. How best can each of 
us contribute to restore our humanity, and 
protect our world for future generations?

I believe that most of us want to do what 
we can to make a better place for all. Let’s 
keep sharing ideas on how to build these 
bridges, serving our communities, both 
locally and on the global scale, and show 
respect and appreciation for the many 
whose compassion and commitment to 
the principle that we truly are all in this 
together and that it is only in looking out 
for one another that we can heal this planet, 
and the life upon it.

Fred Phipps 
Haliburton

A new role for the OPP?
Dear editor,
I’ve always been a vocal supporter of the 
OPP and the wonderful work I’ve witnessed 
in this community, however my opinion has 
shifted somewhat this week. 

It has been brought to my attention that 
our local police force is now in the business 
of making home visits to ensure that 
negatively tested, non-symptomatic vaccine 
free residents under quarantine order are in 
fact physically in their homes.  

This action was taken despite no evidence 
to the contrary. 

Apparently, phone calls are not enough.  
I’ve never begrudged the amount of my 

tax bill that goes to ensuring the safety of 
this community however, given the increase 
in crime, homelessness, and drug overdoses 
of late, certainly our officers must have 
something better to do?  

I’m hopeful that a real emergency 
requiring assistance did not result in 

increased harm because this particular 
officer was out in the boonies checking 
up on a female senior citizen who 
was following the rules and doing her 
housework.

We can do better.
 

Cindy Thistle 
Minden Hills

Editor’s note: The need for OPP members 
to conduct a compliance check at a home 
is determined by the Public Health Agency 
of Canada. The OPP only follows up with 
travellers that are required to quarantine 
under current travel guidelines issued 
by the federal government under the 
Quarantine Act. 

Places for People 
agreement
Dear editor,
Thanks for Mike Baker's coverage 
of progress made on our proposed 
development on Wallings Road. 

Just to clarify, this is a new draft letter 
of intent that supersedes the previously 
existing letter, wherein the municipality 
agreed to donate 2.47 acres for our 
development. This new letter of intent 
proposes to give us .9 acres of land. 

We are working hard to revise our plan 
again, but believe that this new parcel will 
accommodate no more than 12 to 15 units. 

Places for People did not ask for the 
municipality to reimburse us $45,703, but 
rather for $6,503, which was the cost of the 

geotechnical study, and only if the zoning 
bylaw amendment is not approved. 

A geotech study is a valuable study for 
any future use of the land. In the draft 
agreement, the municipality has asked us to 
apply to rezone the entire 2.47-acre parcel, 
but has not committed to giving us anything 
beyond the .9 acres. 

The new draft letter of intent does not 
refer to a second phase, but we hope that 
the municipality will consider same in 
the future. Our relationship with Dysart 
has been very cordial to date and we have 
worked through various issues together 
quite nicely. We are grateful for this 
opportunity to create much-needed rental 
housing.

As you know, in a small town, it's 
important that what's being discussed at the 
water cooler is factual. Prior to the rezoning 
process, we intend to meet with anyone 
interested in understanding what we are 
proposing for the Wallings Road site. We 
are aware that a petition has been submitted 
to the municipality from the Haliburton 
by The Lake Community Association that 
is against any further multi-residential 
development on Wallings Road.

We hope that members of the public 
that are interested in seeing affordable 
energy efficient housing developed in this 
municipality will support our development.

Jody Curry 
President 
Places for People 
Haliburton Highlands Inc.

It’s what everyone’s reading 
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Spring car care

BEFORE

AFTER

TREATMENT

EATING AWAY
Is Roadsalt 

At Your Profitability?

Introducing Krown’s Salt Eliminator.
Let the results speak for themselves.

After winter, inches of corrosive salt  
and de-icing chemicals accumulate on 
vehicle and equipment parts. 

Krown Salt Eliminator bonds itself to salt 
and pulls it away from metal, upholstery, 
plastic, and other surfaces. 

After rinsing, the salt is gone 
for good, preventing further rust 
acceleration and damage.

For more information on Salt Eliminator see 
Krown's website at: www.krown.com

S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  S I N C E  1 9 8 5

ROSS  PERFORMANCEROSS  PERFORMANCE
& MOTORSPORTS LTD.& MOTORSPORTS LTD.
1237 County Rd. 21 Minden, ON K0M 2K0

705-286-6577 ROSS LEMON 
Owner / Operator • Fully Licensed 

For all your mechanical needs.

SERVICING YOUR VEHICLE
Choose a local business

GOING 
AWAY? 
Read the complete 
paper online each 
week. Sign up at 
TheHighlander.ca

Getting your car 
road-trip ready 
By Sam Gillett
Haliburton County’s roadways have 
emerged from the grip of snowstorms and 
ice. Sunny road trips and warm-weather 
drives are just around the corner.

Aside from a suds-and-scrub to polish 
off winter grime, here are some yearly 
maintenance tips to keep your car in tip-top 
shape and ready for summer fun.

• Oil changes keep your car’s engine 
happy. Cycling out oil every three to six 
months ensures any sediment mixed up in 
the oil is discarded. It’s a job best left for 
professionals, who know how much oil to 
add and have equipment to conduct the job 
safely. 

• Car batteries are stronger than ever, but 
extremely cold temperatures can still take 
a toll, especially this year with frequent 
weather fluctuations. If your battery is more 
than four years old or it takes some time for 
your engine to turn over, it’s worth getting a 
mechanic to test it. That’s a quicker option 
than waiting for a parking lot boost.

• Highlands road crews don’t use salt, 
a road treatment that can corrode a car’s 
frame, brakes and engine parts. However, 
sand, which still coats Haliburton roads 
after the snow is gone, can clog your 
vehicle’s air filter. Making sure your filter 
is clean of dust and debris before summer 
helps your engine run smoother and longer. 
Experts recommend changing the filter once 
every year. You can easily do this at home: 
the air filter is housed in a black box with a 
tube sticking out of it, usually on or beside 
the engine block, and you can purchase air 
filters at Canadian Tire and other stores.  

Tired tires
Rolling your snow tires back into storage is 

often a relief. Experts recommend waiting 
to do so until the temperature hits seven 
degrees for a consistent length of time. 
Haliburton County often gets snow later in 
the year than Ontario’s southern locales, so 
waiting until mid-April is usually a safe bet. 

If you’re getting professional help with 
the switch, it’s always best to book your 
tire change early. Don’t forget to take a 
peek at the condition of your snow tires 
before you stow them to make sure they’re 
in shape for next winter. Auto experts like 
CAA recommend a tread depth of about 1/8 
of an inch. An easy way to check involves 
sticking a Toonie in between the treads, 
bear paws down. If the words on the outer 
rim of the Toonie are visible, your tires 
are likely nearing time for a replacement. 
If one side of the tire is more worn down 
than the other, there’s a chance your car’s 
alignment may need a check too. Anyone 
who regularly drives around the County 
knows the most common misalignment 
culprits: potholes. If your suspension feels 
too firm or is squeaking, it’s likely time for 
a mechanic to give your car a post-pothole 
tune-up.

Finally, we’ve spent the last two years 
more aware than ever about germs and 
sanitization, so why not take some time to 
make sure your car is clean as well as tidy. 

A study from Carrentals.com found the 
steering wheel was the dirtiest spot in a car, 
a hotspot for all the bacteria our hands pick 
up day-to-day. 

A microfibre cloth and Lysol or 
disinfectant wipes are your ticket to a clean 
steering wheel, console and other high-
touch areas. 

With regular maintenance and cleaning, 
you’ll be ready to drive confidently into 
Haliburton’s summer months this year. 

Spring maintenance is a vital step toward enjoying sunny days on the road. File.
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Highlander education

ARTIST OF THE WEEK AUCTION

WWW.CANOEFM.COM

Listen and Play every Tuesday Night at 6pm
Three games are played each Tuesday Night

For information and a list of stores  
selling bingo sheets go to 
www.canoefm.com

You can win up to $800 every week!
Bingo License #M819775

HHSS teacher planning trip to Costa Rica
By Mike Baker
Haliburton Highlands Secondary School 
teacher Darla Searle is inviting local 
students to join her on an adventure of a 
lifetime next year, having recently booked 
an eight-day educational tour of Costa Rica. 

Planned for April 2023, the trip includes 
stays in five major cities in the Central 
American nation, providing a unique insight 
into Costa Rican life and culture. Searle 
said she’s hoping to take dozens of students 
with her for an experience she believes 
they’d be hard-pressed to find anywhere 
else. 

“My purpose with this is to give these 
kids some lasting memories, some truly 
life-changing experiences they can enjoy 
with their friends,” Searle said. “When I 
think about my own memories from high 
school 40 years ago, I still remember going 
to Stratford, going to the ROM to see King 
Tut. I think it’s important that, after the 
two years we’ve had, we give these kids 
something they can really remember.”

Searle said today’s students have had to 
endure much with the ongoing pandemic, 
missing out on field trips, dances, and most 
extracurriculars. 

“I do not want their enduring memory of 
high school to be a mask, and not being 
able to do things because of a global 
pandemic,” Searle said. 

The trip is being offered through EF 
Educational Tours Canada. A community 
information session providing more details, 

including an itinerary of events, is being 
held virtually April 12. 

Sharing some of those details, Searle said 
participants will jet off on Good Friday, 
landing in San Jose, the Costa Rican capital. 
They will also visit Sarchi, Monteverde, 
Sarapiqui and the Arenal region. Over the 
course of the week there will be tours of a 
coffee plantation, an active volcano, Braulio 
Carillo National Park, the Santa Elena 
Cloud Forest and EARTH University. 

“The idea is to give the kids a chance 
to learn a little bit more about the world. 

Broaden their horizons a little bit,” Searle 
said. “The trip to EARTH University in 
particular will be a wonderful opportunity. 
Their programming brings students from 
other countries, teaches them how to be 
more sustainable and then sends them 
back to their country armed and equipped 
with all this new knowledge. We’ll be 
spending a full day there, doing a bunch of 
experiments.”

Searle says there will be a chaperone for 
every six kids booked on the trip. She says 
there’s no maximum, and is hoping to take 

at least a full bus load with her. Originally, 
she had planned an eight-day excursion to 
Greece, but changed location due to the 
current instability in Europe. 

“It’s a bit of a blessing, really. Greece 
would have been wonderful, but this trip 
that’s been organized for Costa Rica is 
one-of-a-kind. It’s one of those things that 
the kids will do, and then never do again,” 
Searle said. 

For more information, or to register for the 
information session, visit rsvp.eftours.ca/
yvb83hs. 

HHSS teacher Darla Searle is planning an educational trip to Costa Rica for local students in April 2023. 
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LouLouie’sie’s

FULL SERVICE DETAIL CENTRE

705-455-3691• 705-455-7018705-455-3691• 705-455-7018
LOCATED AT 14367 HWY 118

Auto,Boats & RV’s 
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$15 EXT WASH WITH SPRAY WAX

$75
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CAR SUV FULL SIZE TRUCK

INTERIOR DETAILING
FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER

RUSTPROOFING - NO DRIP - FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER FLUID

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF 
HALIBURTON

St. George's Church, Haliburton

Palm Sunday 
April 10th at 10:30 am

Good Friday 
April 15th at 10:30 am

Easter Sunday 
April 17th at 10:30 am

Easter Services 2022

Please Celebrate with Us
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Glenn Hall
President
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Bus: 705-341-9170 
info@kegelheatingandcooling.ca

• Geothermal 
• Furnaces 
• Fireplaces 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Air Conditioning 
• Hrv’s  
• Radiant Floor Heating 
• Chimneys 
• Ductwork 
• Radiant Tube Heaters
• Gas Piping 
• Boilers
• AND MORE!

Tim Kegel

All eyes on Walleye in 
nighttime river stakeout 
By Sam Gillett 
The Hwy. 118 bridge in Haliburton 
will be a surveillance hotbed this 
month. 

The goal of the nighttime stakeouts 
will be to count walleye spawning 
among the rocks under the bridge. 

“We will walk up the shore of the 
Drag River, above the bridge, then 
you shine a light down at the surface 
of the water and count pairs of eyes,” 
Haliburton Highlands Outdoors 
Association (HHOA) president Dan 
Smith said. 

Counting walleye, Smith said, helps 

the HHOA keep tabs on the health of 
the Kashagawigamog chain of lakes 
fishery. 

HHOA volunteers are currently 
monitoring the spawning grounds for 
signs of life. Once spawning starts, 
they’ll be out every night to record 
walleye numbers. 

In 2021, the first year the HHOA 
re-started the “Walleye Watch” 
program, the walleye run started April 
2 and lasted until April 20. Volunteers 
recorded 1,334 walleye. 

Eighty-two per cent of anglers 
surveyed by the HHOA in 2021 think 
the health of the fishery has declined 

in recent years. 
In the fall, the HHOA sprayed down 

the spawning beds under the bridge 
in order to make the area better for 
hatching with hopes of boosting 
walleye numbers. 

“We’re going to do it again this 
year, because it hadn’t been done for 
probably 15 years,” Smith said. “That 
way the eggs that the walleye leave 
will be able to cling to the rocks of the 
spawning grounds better and be more 
successful in hatching.”

The HHOA will release walleye 
count results after the spawning season 
ends. 

Volunteers washed sediment from Walleye spawning grounds in Haliburton in  the fall of 2021. File. 
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Receive 10% off your tax preparation fee if you’re 65+ years old.*
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	 I think The Highlander is an 
exceptional weekly publication and I 
rely on it to know what’s going on in the 
community! Grabbing The Highlander at 
the local grocer is the way I start every 
weekend! Thank you for producing such a 
quality paper every week!

- Kelly Matthews 

“
ADVERTISING HERE WORKS

New book paints picture of Drag Lake’s history
By Mike Baker
What we know today as Drag Lake may 
have been two separate waterbodies 
referred to by early Indigenous settlers 
as Lake Kashquashibook and Lake 
Kashquashibioh.

That’s just one interesting tidbit Charles 
and Laurie Wheeler have uncovered while 
researching  their soon-to-be-published 
book The History of the Drag Lake 
Community. 

What initially began as a pet project 
borne out of a desire to learn more about 
the history of their land on Depot Bay 
manifested into a year-long undertaking 
highlighting the history of Drag Lake, 
Spruce Lake and Outlet Bay. 

The Wheelers have spent thousands of 
hours poring over historical documents, 
conducting interviews, compiling photos, 
maps and paintings and writing. The end 
product is a near 500-page book that will be 
published later this year. 

“We’ve been coming to our cottage on 
Depot Bay for 35 years, but realized there’s 
a whole bunch of stuff about the history of 
the lake that we didn’t know about. That’s 
what sparked this whole thing, then as we 
did more digging, we decided to expand the 
book to cover the whole lake,” Charles said. 

Much of the content was sourced from the 
Haliburton Highlands Museum, Archives 
Canada, the Province of Ontario Archives 
and the Toronto, Peterborough and Trent 
University archives. Charles estimates he 
completed between 70 and 75 first-person 
interviews to help piece things together. 

Loathe to give too much away before the 
release, Charles delved into the historical 
name of the lake when asked to comment 
on the most interesting piece of information 
he learned. 

He found evidence that suggested Drag 
Lake was, more than 100 years ago, two 
lakes split by a sand divider. This theory 
was confirmed by Wayne Roberts, grandson 
of Tom Roberts, for whom the locally-
famous Uncle Tom’s Cabin was named. 

“Before the lake was dammed, the water 
levels were much lower than today. On the 
west side of the lake, there’s an area called 
Sand Point. Once, people could walk across 
a sandspit that separated the west and east 
sides of the lake. Wayne told us he could do 
that as recently as the late 1930s,” Charles 
said. “I believe that sandspit is still visible 
today, only it’s buried by about 10 feet of 
water.”

The water level of Drag Lake has been a 
bone of contention with local cottagers for 
generations. As far back as the early 1900s, 
Charles said several property owners had 
trouble accessing their land as there were 
no roads developed yet, and when water 
levels were low, parts of the lake were 
unnavigable. 

Because Drag Lake was considered a 
reservoir lake to supplement the Trent 
Severn Waterway, landowners and the 
townships were limited in what they could 
do to address the issue. Charles found 
letters between area residents and at least 
one federal representative that he described 
as less than savoury. 

“This guy basically gave Drag Lake the 
middle finger for 30 years. He went out 
of his way to frustrate Dysart council and 
cottagers,” Charles said. 

Laurie spent a considerable amount of 
time researching the history of lumbering 
on land surrounding Drag Lake. While 
many published books in circulation today 
indicate Mossom Boyd was the main player 
in the logging industry during the late 
1800s, Laurie said she found evidence that 
suggested he had only worked in the area 
for three years, between 1869 and 1871. 

Another company, going by the name 
Boyd Smith, operated between 1871 and 
1884. The company was made up of four 
partners, including Boyd, who she said 
left the business in 1872, his son Gardner, 
Alexander Smith and James Irwin. 

“The big picture here is there was a first, 
second and third pass of lumbering. The 
first pass was the 1870s, where Boyd Smith 
was most prevalent. Then the second pass 

was 1900 to 1926, when William Laking 
was the main name. The third pass, which 
was mostly hardwoods, was in the 1930s 
and 1940s,” Charles said. “By the end of 
the 40s, the lumber industry on Drag Lake 
and in Haliburton was basically dead.”

As the pair put the finishing touches on 
their baby, they are encouraging other 
community members to pick up where they 
left off. 

“One of the biggest challenges we had 
was finding out little pieces of information 
and wanting to go down that rabbit hole 
and find out where it leads, but it turns out 
there’s pretty much an unlimited number of 
rabbit holes you could go down,” Charles 
said. “It’s just impossible to cover every 
little detail and chase every lead. At the 
front of the book there’s going to be a 
document of things that we just couldn’t 
get to. Hopefully somebody else can pick it 
up, do some more research and find a few 
rabbit holes of their own.”

The final version of the book will feature 

paintings from renowned local artists Ethel 
Curry and Neil Broadfoot. 

While it has been a monumental effort 
from the Wheelers in putting The History 
of the Drag Lake Community together, the 
couple say they didn’t do it all alone. 

“We’re incredibly thankful to all the 
people who have helped us. Steve Hill at 
the Haliburton Highlands Museum has been 
instrumental, and there’s a number of others 
without whom we wouldn’t have been able 
to do this,” Wheeler said. “We want to give 
a bit of a shout out to these people. It’s 
probably 100 people in total. We feel this is 
a book produced by the community, for the 
community. We’re not looking to profit off 
of this, we’ll be selling it at cost to anybody 
that wants one.”

The Wheelers say they will be releasing 
details over how to order a copy in the near 
future. 

Anyone interested in pre-ordering can 
email charles.wheeler@sympatico.ca

Charles and Laurie Wheeler have spent the last year compiling information for their new 
book The History of the Drag Lake Community, which will be published this summer. 
Photo by Mike Baker. 
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home of the highland

AUTO PARTS
Highway 35 Minden (across form Ridgewood Ford)  

705-286-1011

For every  
auto or marine battery 
donated to CarQuest 
We will donate $18 

to Storm Minor Hockey

P R O U D  S P O N S O R

Minden 
Pharmasave

705-286-1220 
www.mindenpharmasave.com  
110 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON

Hours  
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tofflemire
Photography
PROVEN • PUBLISHED • EXPERIENCED

TIM TOFFLEMIRE
Weddings, Portraits, Events  
& Promotional
705-455-2995

Your year-round 
well drilling experts.

Get ahead of your spring 
to do list and book your 

drilled well now!

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION 
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 |  
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

STILL  ACCEPTING CONSTRUCTION WASTE

FIREWOOD
Cut, Hand Split, Delivered. 

Call for pricing.
Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

Call Brian 705-930-7198

The Highlander is proud to 
be a Platinum Sponsor  
of the Highland Storm.

The Highland Storm has concluded its 2021-2022 season. Throughout the year, we have profiled the teams. This week, we feature the U18 Rep squad. Photo by Tim Tofflemire.
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Make ME your REALTOR® of choiceThe Huskies
‘No better place to play’ says Kosurko
By Mike Baker
After scoring one of the goals of the season 
during the recent 4-0 routing of the Trenton 
Golden Hawks on home ice, Cameron 
Kosurko couldn’t help but get lost in the 
emotions pouring out of the stands.

It was a moment to remember for the 
18-year-old forward, who has enjoyed a 
successful first season in the OJHL. With 
slick hands, elite skating and high hockey 
IQ, the teen has been backed to make a big 
impression in the league by coach Ryan 
Ramsay. 

Since joining the Dogs in October, 
Kosurko has racked up 14 points in 43 
games while playing largely on the team’s 
third and fourth lines. His tenacity and 
voracious work ethic have earned him a key 
role on the Huskies’ special teams during 
the second half of the season. 

It was during a pivotal penalty kill 
March 27 against the Golden Hawks when 
Kosurko really announced himself. With 
the game precariously poised and the 
Dogs defending a 5-on-4, Kosurko took 
a chance, rushing out of the zone after a 
Golden Hawks misplay. The puck found its 
way to his stick, and while he missed the 
initial breakaway, he recovered to score an 
unbelievable short-handed goal. 

“It was pretty special. I just stuck with 
the play, made a few moves and I saw 
an opening down low … That goal was 
definitely a highlight of the season for 
me. Just the reaction of the crowd, I got 

goosebumps,” Kosurko said. “That it helped 
to elevate us to a win over a rival team just 
made it all the better.”

Kosurko said he draws inspiration from 
Toronto Maple Leafs winger Mitch Marner, 
and has tried to incorporate facets of his 
game into his own. 

As the Huskies prepare for a best-of-three 
playoff series with the Golden Hawks, the 
team’s number 23 says he’s ready to go 
to war on the ice. “We’re into must-win 
territory. Every game is so important, and 
you have to be totally dialled in. You can’t 
make any mistakes,” Kosurko said. “The 
thing I’m most looking forward to is the 
crowd. Our fans have been awesome all 
year, and the energy inside the building for 
game two is going to be off the charts. That 
could make all the difference for us.”

While Kosurko said he’s more of a live-
in-the-moment type of guy, he admitted an 
NCAA scholarship would be a great goal 
for him to work towards. He hopes to be 
able to do that in Haliburton, having made a 
special connection with his teammates and 
wider community. 

“What’s not to love [about the Highlands]. 
I visited here quite a lot during my 
childhood, going to cottages with my 
friends,” Kosurko said. “It’s definitely a 
beautiful area, and I’m so lucky that I get 
to chase my dreams of playing hockey in a 
community like this. There’s no better place 
[in this league] to play.” Cameron Kosurko has adjusted well to life in the Highlands after being traded to the 

Huskies in October. Photo by Shawn Muir, OJHL.
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Your REALTOR® at       &

CHRISTINE SHARP
REALTOR®

416.566.1592

Independently Owned & Operated

The Huskies

15492 Highway #35. | Carnarvon | Ontario
    705-489-2212 | sales2@cottagecbs.com

COTTAGE COUNTRY BUILDING SUPPLIESCOTTAGE COUNTRY BUILDING SUPPLIES

Furnaces•Ductwork•Boilers•Fireplaces•Heat Pumps 
Air Conditioning•Chimneys •Gas Piping•Hot Water Tanks

northernhvacco.ca • 705.489.2001
KEEPING YOUR HOME COMFORTABLE
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Show  
them your 

bark

Your REALTOR® at       &

CHRISTINE SHARP
REALTOR®

416.566.1592

Independently Owned & Operated

Energized Huskies defuse Chargers 
By Sam Gillett 
Huskies head coach Ryan Ramsay said 
the team might have struggled to maintain 
focus as they battled the Mississauga 
Chargers to a 6-3 victory April 2 on the last 
weekend of regular-season play. 

“I think we were a little bit off today. 
Sometimes when you have the light of 
playoffs you kind of get mesmerized by 
who you’re going to play in the playoffs. 
You’re not thinking about who you’re 
playing day-to-day,” Ramsay said. 

He praised the Chargers’ passionate 
performance. 

“Their boys played hard today and they 
got a lot of quality shots. They’re not 
making the playoffs but they didn’t quit. 
They’re playing for their careers and for 
next year,” he said. 

The Chargers scored first before the 
Huskies’ Bryce Richardson thundered up 
the rink to slot home a shot assisted by 
Oliver Tarr, and Will Gourgouvelis. After 
that, the Dogs crowded the Chargers half 
of the rink, with multiple shots on net, the 
closest being a Joe Boice effort which flew 
just a hair wide of an undefended net. 

The Huskies’ fast-moving play was 
sparked by Patrick Saini, who was later 
named first star of the game. The plucky 
forward brought precision to the Dog’s 
attack, showcased by one-two play with 
Simon Rose and a pass across the net to 
Noah Van Vliet who scored his first OJHL 
goal to put Haliburton in front. 

The teams exchanged goals until Saini put 
them ahead once more, assisted by Isaac 
Sooklal and Christian Stevens. 

Rose, who quickly has become an anchor 
on the Dog’s backline, joined the party with 
a precise shot from distance assisted by Tarr 
and Sooklal. 

Saini capped off his immense performance 
with a shorthand goal, with Sooklal and 
Tarr once again providing support. Racing 
up the rink, he danced by two players 
before bulging the top of the net. 

Ramsay said the squad is in high spirits as 
they prepare to battle the best in the league 
in playoff action. 

“The guys are excited obviously to get 
going. I guess you could call it the real 
season. We’re focused, we’re healthy right 
now too which is nice,” he said. 

“It’s going to be the best of three and 
it’s going to come quick so we have to be 
ready.” 

The Huskies honoured graduating players 
and their families before the match. 

Christian Cicigoi, Rose, Tarr, Nathan Porter 
and Payton Schaly will be moving on from 
the squad next year. 

Huskies fall  
to Wellington 
The squad fell to Wellington on the road 
3-2 as the hosts enjoyed a comeback victory 
April 4.

After a Wellington goal, the Huskies’  
Gourgouvelis grabbed one back late in the 
first period, assisted by Sam Solarino and 
Nick Athanasakos. Athanasakos scored four 
minutes later to give the team an early lead. 
However, a resurgent Wellington squad 
came level before finding a winner five 
minutes into the third period, ending the 
Huskies’ regular season with a loss. 

Playoffs
Now, the team looks ahead to a playoff 
series with Trenton. The first game is 
Sunday, April 10 in Trenton at 4:30 p.m., 
then Wednesday, April 13 at home at 7 
p.m. If a third game is needed in the best 
of three series, the teams return to Trenton 
Thursday, April 14 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
for the home game are available now at 
Haliburton Foodland and Dollo‘s foodland.

Top: Cameron Kosurko stands off against a Charger. Bottom: Oliver Tarr eyes the puck. Photos by Sam Gillett.



Thursday April 7 2022 | Issue 53518 TheHighlander

MINDEN 
12621 Highway 35 Unit 1 
705-286-2911

WILBERFORCE 
2260 Loop Road 
705-448-2222

HALIBURTON 
191 Highland St., Suite 201,  
705-457-1011

KENNISIS LAKE 
4536 Kennisis Lake Road 

705-457-7025

Visit www.professionalsnorth.com for all RE/MAX listings

KASHAGAWIGAMOG LAKE 
199 ft of sand shoreline - spectacular 1800 sq. ft. home - open concept kt/dr/
lr have full lake views - w/o to huge lakefront deck - w/o den tastefully finished 
in pine - 2 propane fireplaces - attached heated garage/workshop/guestcabin 

that sleeps 10- stunning flat lot and exceptional landscaping - beautiful sunsets 
- boat launch - mature pines - 1.2 acre lot.  

1319 Kashagawigamog Lake Road - Ingoldsby

TED VASEY
cell: 705-455-2034 
 ted@tedvasey.ca

tedvasey.ca

$1,900,000

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

KEN & JACQUIE BARRY
$599,900

Haliburton Home
• Beautiful Country Home just minutes from town.

• 3 Bedroom, Plus In-Law Suite with Separate Entrance.
• Peaceful, Park-like setting with abundant wildlife to enjoy

• Pride of Ownership featuring many upgrades

705-754-5280 • 705-457-0652 705-754-5280 • 705-457-0652 
ken@kenbarry.com • jacquie@kenbarry.comken@kenbarry.com • jacquie@kenbarry.com  

ken@kenbarry.comken@kenbarry.com

REALTOR®BROKER

NEW LISTING

KELLY MERCER
cell: 705-455-7500 

 kelly@kelly-mercer.ca

$329,900

MINDEN HOME
Looking to get into the market or looking to downsize? Make sure you see this property. Since 
2012 there have been extensive renovations completed, including, new drilled well, new septic 

tank and tile bed, new propane furnace and duct work, new back deck, new shingles and eaves, 
most windows and doors, addition of 1-1/2” energy shield and new siding, bathroom upgrades, 

new ceilings and countertop. This home is ‘move in’ ready. There are two bedrooms upstairs 
and there is a room on the lower level that is being used as a third bedroom. Great privacy in the 
backyard. There is a 24 x 16 workshop with a 8 x 20 lean-to as well as a storage shed outside.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
GRAEME WOODS

cell: 705-457-7025 cell: 705-457-7025 
graeme@graemewoods.com graeme@graemewoods.com 

graemewoods.comgraemewoods.com

$649,000

23 acres, just outside the Village of Haliburton, you could not ask for a better location.  With 
just over 1400ft of frontage on Haliburton Lake Road, this property offers a rare combination of 

complete privacy with the convenience of all the local amenities, shopping, schools, hospital and 
recreation, all within a 10 minute drive. This large home with just under 3000sqft of living space, 

offers a full walk-out lower level, roughed in Kitchen and Bathroom, with in-law suite potential. Open 
concept living space on the main floor, as kitchen, dining and family room flow. 3 large bedrooms, 
full bathroom and office/den make up the remainder of the main level. As a bonus, there is a 16ft X 

38ft  attached garage/workshop. This house is ready and waiting for your finishing touches.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LYNDA LITWIN
cell: 705-457-8511 cell: 705-457-8511 

lynda@lyndalitwin.calynda@lyndalitwin.ca
www.Lynda@LyndaLitwin.cawww.Lynda@LyndaLitwin.ca

Gull River In Minden Home
• 3 + 1 Bedroom Bungalow • Lots of Upgrades Throughout

• Garage or Workshop + Carport
• Level Lot and Landscaped down to River

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
VINCE DUCHENE
        cell: 705-457-0046 

           vince@vinceduchene.ca 
haliburtonhighlands-remax.cahaliburtonhighlands-remax.ca

$724,900

BROKER

5888 Haliburton Lake Rd, Haliburton Lake • 105’ frontage • Sand beach 
• Southeast Exposure • Level lot • Year round road • 24’ X 20’ cabin/

cottage • 2 bedrooms • Electricity • Furnished + appliances • Steel roof, 
vinyl siding • Start your dream NOW! A beautiful setting, big lake views, 

privacy and a fabulous cabin/cottage in great condition.  

SOLD

TERRY CARR
cell: 705-935-1011 cell: 705-935-1011 

terry@movingthehighlands.com terry@movingthehighlands.com 
movingthehighlands.commovingthehighlands.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

$399,000

Family Home 
Your next home or getaway property. This house has so much to offer. Two 

bedrooms, 1 bath, and a spacious kitchen area in a well-cared for home. The 
lot has a trail to a lovely sitting area at the forest edge and you will feel like you 

have left the country! A short drive away is one of the County’s best public 
beaches, playground and the boat launch for Halls Lake.

SOLD

SOLD

LISA MERCER
cell: 705-457-0364 cell: 705-457-0364 
lisa@lisamercer.ca lisa@lisamercer.ca 

lisamercer.calisamercer.ca

$389,000

Brick Bungalow in Minden 
3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, open concept kitchen and dining area. 

Full unfinished basement. Nice level lot and double wide driveway. 
Close to all amenities.

BROKER

SOLD

705-448-2222 • 705-457-0580
HaliburtonHighlands-Remax.ca

WILBERFORCE - $189,900 
Check out this adorable 2 bed cabin sitting on a .46ac nicely 

treed lot! 624 sq ft interior; completely updated; tastefully 
finished with pine! Cozy living space, has a woodstove & 

the w/o from LR leads to side yard, perfect for enjoying the 
outdoors! Cute as a button & nice little get-a-way from the 

city! 3 sheds, dug-well & an outhouse too! Has yr-rnd access, 
public access to Grace & Dark Lks just down the rd & it’s 

close to town for amenities. Take a look; may be the 
perfect spot for an outdoor enthusiast like you!
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WILBERFORCE BRANCH

SOLD SOLD

SOLD
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What’s on

Professional Installation, Fully Insured
Hunter Douglas Custom Blinds

Ceramic, Porcelain & Natural Stone Tile, Engineered 
Hardwood, Laminate & Vinyl Plank Flooring

25 Hops Dr., Haliburton, ON 
705-457-2022 • cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca 

www.cordellcarpet.ca

Fully Insured and 
Licensed for 

Scissor Lift/Skyjack

E mail: info@daggspainting.com

Deep Bay Rd. Minden
705-875-4806

• Sand Fill • Filter Sand • River Rock

Deep Bay
Sand & Gravel

Songwriting heavyweight to play Haliburton
By Sam Gillett 
When walking into a Steve Poltz concert, 
expect the unexpected. A surprise ode 
to a stage-sharing Florida cockroach for 
instance. 

The audience spotted the bug first, at 
one of the first stops on the celebrated 
songsmith’s tour in St. Augustine, Florida.

“Without missing a beat, I made a loop, a 
sort of hip hop song about a palmetto bug,” 
he said. 

Poltz never lets precedent get in the 
way of fun, often singing about audience 
members, the venue or the location he’s in 
(and its creepy crawlies) off the cuff. 

“People always freak out, like ‘how 
did that happen’? I don’t know how it 
happened, it’s magic,” he said. 

Poltz plays the Haliburton Legion in a 
Haliburton County Folk Society show 
April 23. If you haven’t heard of him, 
you’ve almost certainly heard his work. He 
wrote songs like “You were meant for me” 
that helped launch Jewel into the global 
spotlight. 

His songwriting career has spanned 14 
albums that weave smooth guitar with 
quirky lyrics that tap into soda pop, getting 
older, religion, Emmylou Harris, quarantine 
blues, love, baseball … and just about 
anything else you can think of.

He’s also a prolific tourer, notching nearly 
250 shows a year. 

“Probably, I’m just insane,” he muses. 
While Poltz’s set lists are usually different, 

there's a chance he’ll be drawing from his 
2022 album Stardust & Satellites which 
was profiled in Rolling Stone and positively 

reviewed across North America.
“I never really plan on making a record. I 

sort of just think up songs. I think ‘I have 
a collection of songs here, I should record 
them’,” he said. 

Don Gage of the Haliburton County 
Folk Society said he’s been trying to bring 
Poltz to the County for a while. The timing 
was finally right, as Poltz is playing other 

shows such as Orillia’s Roots North festival 
around the same time.

Gage saw he was “blown away” by Poltz 
the first time he saw him live. 

“He’s a comedian and an entertainer as 
well as a songwriter and singer,” Gage 
said. “You cannot leave a concert by Steve 
without a smile on your face. I dare you to 
even try.” 

Perhaps Poltz, in “Wrong Town,” 
describes his style best: “I’m emo, I’m 
screamo, I’m country, I’m folk, Americana 
if you wanna’, I’m old fashioned but I’m 
woke.” 

But mostly, Poltz continues, “I’m just here 
to sing for you.” 

Tickets are available at haliburtonfolk.com

Landscape artist talk draws crowd 
By Sam Gillett 
At the Agnes Jamieson Gallery, a forested 
hillside sprawls across a massive canvas, 
frosty fence lines receding into the fog and 
island pathways scratched from an overhead 
view. 

Alex Jack’s Drawing in Landscape solo 
exhibit celebrates the colour, patterns and 
depth of Ontario wilderness locales. 

A standing-room-only audience turned 
up to hear Jack discuss the collection 
April 2. His previously scheduled talk was 
postponed after it was disclosed curator 
Laurie Carmount was no longer employed 
by the township. 

Jack explained his process, inspiration and 

technique. 
“They all come out of being in the 

landscape,” he said. On camping trips, day 
expeditions and sunny afternoons, Jack sets 
up a portable easel armed with paper, pens 
and often pastels. 

Jack’s art, as he writes in an artist 
statement, is “a reaction” to the 
environment.

“I don’t see myself as an abstract artist, 
but the language of art is very abstract,” he 
told the crowd. 

Each dash of jagged colour and sharp line 
and scratchy current across the page is an 
attempt for Jack to “define the space, get to 
know it.” 

Jack demonstrated how in many of his 
large works, such as a sprawling shoreline 
of early autumn trees, he’ll constantly layer 
more pastel on parts of the drawing in order 
to balance out the image. 

He told one audience member he knows 
a piece is done “when it can stand on its 
own.” 

In an introductory pamphlet, Carmount 
wrote that Jack can be compared to André 
Lapine, whose landscape sketches are 
central to the Agnes Jamieson collection. 

“Collectively this is an exhibition of 
life long journeys between two dedicated 
artists who display their wisdom gathered,” 
Carmount wrote. 

Carmount’s departure from the gallery 
in March stirred dismay throughout the 
County’s arts community. The Township of 
Minden Hills has not publicly commented 
on the matter. 

Val Wallin, who introduced Jack, worked 
with Carmount for more than eight years. 
She told the audience “during that time I’ve 
watched her work tirelessly to maintain and 
further develop the Agnes Jamieson Gallery 
and Minden Hills Cultural Centre … she 
helped bring it to the stature and level of 
integrity the gallery holds today.” The 
crowd applauded after she asked them to 
join her in “thanking Laurie Carmount.” 

Jack’s exhibit is now finished.

Steve Poltz is a Canadian-American songwriter, guitarist, and founding member of the indie rock band The Rugburns. Submitted. 
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Highlander classifieds
HOME & COTTAGE

INSULATED CONCRETE 
FORMS (ICF)
Insulation, vapour barruer 
& studs in one form 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
FOR AN ICF BUILD
Block, rebar, foam, bracing, 
zip ties & more

GUIDED INSTALLS &  
EXPERIENCED LOCAL 
BUILDER REFERRALS

BILL WOOD
7581 Hwy 118, Minden Hills

• C: 647.236.WOOD • O: 705.306.4911
everythingicf.ca • info@everythingicf.ca 

TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certified Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

HOME & COTTAGE

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF: 
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION 

FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS, 
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING, 

BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES, 
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

DON BARKER HEATING & COOLING

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$400 per Bush Delivered
Seasoned

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

From Haliburton and Huntsville,
to Halifax and Hong Kong,
We’ve been building
award-winning
log & timber homes
since 1979!

confederationloghomes.com

INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

Tim Kegel
incineratingtoilets.ca  

info@incineratingtoilets.ca

Call us to find out more about 
INCINERATING TOILETS!

TIRED OF COMPOSTING TOILETS?

Eco- friendly • Only ash remains!

HIRING FOR SPRING?

HELP WANTED

LAWYER

Courts: MINDEN • LINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL  

CAS MATTERS  

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street,  
2nd Floor - Box 648,  
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

PSW certified for in-home care, 
including housekeeping and chores. 

Reasonable rates, in Haliburton  
and surrounding areas.  

David Cranstoun 705-457-0796

HEALTH & WELLNESS

WE’RE HIRING!!!!
Haliburton Wee Care is hiring for RECE’s and 

full-time aide positions.
Individuals 18 years or older who are mature and 

energetic and able to work various hours up to 44 
hours per week, between 7:15-6. Level C Standard 
First Aid and CPR are required as well as a Health 
Assessment completed by your physician, record 
of up-to-date vaccinations (including COVID) and 

a clear Vulnerable Sector Check completed by 
the OPP. Experience is an asset.

Cover letter and resume to be emailed to  
haliburtonweecare@hotmail.com

For more information contact Denise Wolm or 
Tanya Cowen at 705-457-3677.

Only suitable applicants will be contacted. 

Sales & Operational Administrator 
We are looking for an applicant with a 

vision for growth and opportunity  
and the willingness to learn and 

contribute as a team. 

Ideally Capabilities in: Microsoft Office. 
Basic bookkeeping. Tech savvy; social 

media. Sales & Customer Service. 
Full or part time hours available.

For further information or to apply:  
brandi@waiproducts.com 

Reach 1000s with  
The Highlander
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HOME & COTTAGE

SERVICES

FOR RENTOPEN HOUSE

FOR SALE

MOVING SALE

LOOKING TO RENT

HELP WANTED

BRET’S FLOORING INSTALLATION

We install hardwood, laminate, vinyl and ceramics.  Professional 
reliable service. WSIB compliant and fully insured 

Call Bret 705-447-2324 or bretislav_brixi@msn.com

Serving Haliburton Highlands Since 1989

WANTED

WANTED ANTIQUES 

BOB CARRUTH 705-887-1672 (bus.) 705-886-0243 (cell)

WANTED ANTIQUES 
Furniture, advertising signs, gold, silver or costume jewellery,  

wrist & pocket watches, old coins, sterling silver, tea cups & china,  
 military items & paintings, Anything old etc. 

BOB CARRUTH • 705-887-1672

Word Search by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords 

D
1

A
2

H
3

A
4

M
5

I
6

L
7

E
8

N
9

L
10

E
11

R
12

S
13

E
14

M U G
15

O N O W E
16

E N I E

I
17

B M O
18

N C U E T
19

A I N T

G
20

L A M
21

D
22

A D T
23

H R A S H

N
24

E N S H
25

I E
26

S
27

S E N C E S

O
28

G E E R
29

U E R S

G
30

H
31

I A
32

U N
33

T S L
34

O H
35

A
36

N
37

N
38

A D I
39

R A
40

H H A
41

F A C E

P
42

E S C I B
43

A I R
44

N N
45

U T

A
46

N D
47

O N O
48

D E
49

D

S
50

W
51

I
52

N G L O W A
53

S K S I
54

N
55

P
56

E N T A X O
57

C
58

D E
59

D G Y

A
60

I O L I C
61

R A M P
62

O
63

L E

D
64

R U I D I
65

D T A G W
66

O T

E
67

S T E S R
68

S V P S N
69

O S

SOLUTIONS FOR APRIL 7

WE’RE EXPANDING!
Enthusiastic optometrist,

optician and optical 
assistant

Please send resumes to
troy@troyoptical.com

Labour Position

Francis Thomas Contracting, serving Haliburton County for 
over 80 years is looking for a Labourer

• Full time permanent seasonal position 
• Outdoor construction 
• Working in the Haliburton County area,  

based out of Carnarvon
• Training provided 
• Monday to Friday work schedule
• Starts spring 2019
• High school diploma an asset but not required 
• Candidates must be over 18 years old and should hold a 

valid G2 driver’s license
• Candidates must be physically fit for outdoor work
• Knowledge of power equipment an asset
If you require accommodation during the interviewing process, please advise

Contact us by email
excavate@thomascontracting.on.ca
Fax 705-489-1887
Or drop in at  
15561 HWY 35,  
Algonquin Highlands, ON

NOW HIRING 

• Heavy Equipment Operator

• Truck Drivers
- AZ/DZ, Clean Abstract,  3 years experience

• Supervisor 
- Minimum of 1 yr prior experience

• Estimator  
-  Minimum of 1 yr prior experience

Please apply to
joe@thomascontracting.ca

705-489-2711

Develop your knowledge, skills and capacity  
to innovate.

Contribute to a strong team through connection 
and collaboration.

Grow as a person while achieving your goals.

Join the Fleming College team at our Haliburton 
Campus, in the following position:

Maintenance Worker 1
Haliburton

For more information or to apply by  
April 13, 2022 

visit our website 

www.flemingcollege.com/careers

Vintage Toys, Collectibles,  
Small Antiques, Old Tools, Patches & Pins, 
Unique Treasures.  Buying full Collections.   
Call or Text  Sandi 705-457-1515

$ WANTED $

CLEAN FILL WANTED – downtown Haliburton 
location. Please e-mail chris@comar.ca 

SCRAP CARS – Will pay cash for any scrap cars. 
Call or text 705-457-8476 

J & D TOWING & SERVICE STATION - will pay 
top dollar for scrap cars. We also provide towing 
services as well as flat bed. Call Jim 705-447-2113 

SCRAP VEHICLES – Cars, trucks, farm equipment. 
Site cleanup. Contact DW text 705-457-0710 

KITCHEN AID MIXER – Is your Kitchen Aid Mixer 
leaking oil and/or has less power? We service and 
repair only Kitchen Aid Mixers with 30 day warranty. 
If you want to sell or replace your mixer, we will 
purchase your old one. Contact Cliff Harding 705-
286-3351 

2015 FORD FIESTA SE, automatic, 5-door 
hatchback, Magnetic Metallic, 127,000kms, 1 owner, 
certified, very clean, maintenance records/manuals, 
smoke and pet free, A/C, CD, Bluetooth/hands free, 
Garmin Navigation, Thule Custom Aero roof rack, 
Curt trailer hitch, Swagman (3) bike rack, 2 sets of 
low mileage tires on rims - Michelin X-ICE (winter), 
Ironman all season radials. $10,500.00. Call 705-457-
1174. 

MOVING SALE – Please wear mask. 1319 
Kashagawigamog Lake Road. Saturday & Sunday 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tools, garden tools, many metres of 
fabrics & notions, bunk beds, Kawai Piano. Other 
items & furniture, too many to list. Everything must 
go! 

SEEKING NEW ACCOMMODATIONS 
for my Impeccable Tenant – Circumstances 
beyond tenants control needed to vacate our 
nanny suite. Tenant is an older gentleman, 
non smoker, not pets, quiet, clean, has one car, 
guaranteed monthly payment. Sad to see him 
go but need the suite for family reasons. Please 
call his landlord Jaymie at 705-457-0294

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT

Downtown Haliburton  
(formerly Algonquin Outfitters)

Approximately 1500 Sq Ft  
Large Display Windows

Busy Corner of Highland St. & Maple Ave.

Call 705-457-0473 for details.

OPEN HOUSE

FRESH at Killara Station
Saturday, April 16 – 10am-2pm

Guided garden tours, gate sales, Killara swag, 
Rebel Elixir Coffee roastery, CCC Detailing, farm 

animals, and more! Pack Walk at 2pm!
Volunteer orientation 10am – all welcome!

Call/text Holly @ 647-218-4418

VOLUNTEER WANTED
THE HALIBURTON HIGHLAND ARTS CENTRE 
FOUNDATION is seeking a volunteer bookkeeper/
treasurer to join our growing board. Must have 
experience using Quickbooks. Email info@
HHArtsCentreFoundation.ca if interested for more 
information on the position. 
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LOOKING FOR A REWARDING CAREER?
We are recruiting part-time Direct Support Professionals to work in our  

Community Homes in Peterborough, Lindsay & Haliburton

POSITIONS:
Permanent Part-time Support Worker, Casual Part-time Support Worker

RESPONSIBILITIES: Support Workers carry out all duties in accordance with established routines of the home or program 
location. You will be responsible for providing support to persons living with a developmental disability to live, learn, work and 
participate as a member of the community. You will:
• Carry out regularly assigned / prescribed duties related to the provision of supports.
• Support assessment of the day-to-day needs of people served, implementation of life plans and monitoring the achievement of  
 personal goals and outcomes. 
• Provide appropriate personal / physical care, including medication administration and crisis response.  
• Liaise with friends and family to address needs of person supported and to share information.
• Support life skills training one-to-one and in groups and provide emotional support.
• Perform housing support duties to maintain a safe, clean and secure environment.

REQUIREMENTS: 
• Minimum one-year post-secondary education in a Human Services (i.e., PSW, etc.); 2-year college diploma/degree in    
 Developmental Service Worker (DSW) or related Human Services preferred.
• Commitment and adherence to CLTH’s Covid-19 vaccination policy requirements.
•  Valid Emergency First Aid certificate required.
• Valid Non-Violent Crisis Intervention certification required. 
• Must be flexible, able to workdays, evenings, awake overnight shifts, weekdays, weekends, holidays.
• Valid Class G Driver’s License and Acceptable Driver’s Abstract preferred. Those with a G1 or G2 license may be considered as well.
• Proof of valid vehicle insurance including passenger coverage. Access to reliable vehicle is preferred.
• Criminal Reference Check and Vulnerable Sector Screening.
• Relevant experience with people living with developmental disability and their families.
• Computer literacy (Microsoft office, e-mail, internet).

If you have most, but not all the above prerequisites, please still consider applying. If you are willing to work 
toward meeting our requirements, we are willing to consider working with you.

SALARY: Hourly Wage Range $21.90 to $22.36
TO APPLY: Email up-to-date resume and cover letter to recruitment@clth.ca, or go to CLTH.ca/apply.

Haliburton Electric is hiring for a fully 
licensed Journeyman/woman Electrician. 

Resumes and cover letter to be emailed to 
info@haliburtonelectric.com

HIRING INSTALLERS

K Enterprises Haliburton is seeking installers 
to work with our team Previous experience 
an asset but will train appropriate candidates  
Wage determined based on abilities/
experience

• Windows • Doors • Siding
• Soffit • Fascia • Eavestroughs

• Garage Doors
Must have license/transportation and 
clean abstract & work effectively in a team 
environment

Email Resume to:  
kenterpriseshaliburton@gmail.com

705-457-9077

 
 

Township of Algonquin Highlands 
requires a 

 
Deputy Chief Building Official / 

By-Law Officer 
 

The Township of Algonquin Highlands is seeking   
applications from qualified persons for the 

position of Deputy Chief Building Official/By-Law 
Officer.  

 
Algonquin Highlands offers a competitive salary 

and excellent benefits package.  Join a 
dedicated team that strives to make us the best 

place to live, work and play. 
 

Visit our website at: www.algonquinhighlands.ca 
for the full job description. 

 
Please submit your resume and cover letter by 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 18, 2022 to: 

 
Dawn Mugford-Guay 

Human Resources Coordinator 
Township of Algonquin Highlands 

1123 North Shore Road 
Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1 

Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca 
 

Township of Algonquin Highlands 
Parks, Recreation and Trails Department

We are seeking to fulfill the following  
seasonal positions;

• Lead Swim Instructor
• Assistant Swim Instructor

For the complete job descriptions, please visit 
our website at www.algonquinhighlands.ca 

Please submit your resume and cover letter by
3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 19, 2022 to:

Dawn Mugford-Guay,
 Human Resources Coordinator
Township of Algonquin Highlands

1123 North Shore Road 
Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1

Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca

GENERAL LABOR – some heavy lifting 
required. Seasonal full time and all year round 
part time / full time. G license preferred but 
not necessary. Apply in person @ Riverview 
Furniture in Minden. 

MAPLE AVENUE TAP & GRILL – 2 Line 
Cooks, experienced in Breakfast, Lunch & 
Dinner. Experienced Server for Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner. Prep person required for 
morning shift. Dishwasher required. Call Andy 
at 705-306-0964 

Skilled Labourers wanted
We are seeking skilled, reliable individuals 

to join our team. A strong work ethic
and attention to detail are essential. We 
offer competitive wages and benefits.

Willing to train the right individual.
Requirements:

• Must have a valid “G” class driver’s licence
• Ability to physically stand, bend, squat and  
 lift up to 40lbs
• Positive attitude and work ethic
• Able to work independently or as an active  
 member of a team
• Excellent interpersonal skills and    
 communication with all levels of
 management.

Please send your resume to  
docks@thedockspot.com

If you are looking for a rewarding career in the HVAC industry,  
we want to talk to you!

We are looking for Gas Technicians, Air Conditioning Technicians,  
and Helpers/Apprentices to join our growing company  

to complement our installation and service teams.

Training provided to the right candidate with room for growth  
and advancement, including apprenticeships.

Must have valid G driver’s license and clean record.

Top wages, Excellent benefit package, Flexible full time  
or part time hours available.

Walker’s Heating & Cooling is located at 81 Mallard Rd, Haliburton  
and has been serving our growing community since 1982.

Check us out at www.walkershvac.com

Email your resume today to info@walkershvac.com

We thank all applicants for their interest, however only those  
candidates selected for interviews will be contacted.

SEASONAL CLEANERS – wanted for 
the summer. We clean cottages between 
rentals. June – September. Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. $35/hour. 
Come and join our team. Please contact 
julie@wormald.ca 

LOOKING TO RENT
LOOKING TO RENT – Two bedroom 
unit for one year, starting July1st. 
Limited budget, $850. Inclusive max. 
Please call 613-281-4495 

FOR RENT
FOR RENT – 1 bdrm shared accom-
modation, large bath, kitchen, living 
space & dining area. Hot tub, water 
access & shared laundry. 5 min. to 
Minden. $800/month, first & last. 
Mature working individual. Refer-ences 
required. Call 705-455-2050 
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143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!

Be Fuddled by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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Across

1 Sonny's honey, once

5 "Dix" x "cent"

10 High times in England?

14 Idée ___ (obsession)

15 Caribbean percussion 

instruments

17 Meadows

18 One holding a chicken appy?

19 Type of bank acct.

21 What a dog is perpetually on 

the wrong side of, per Ogden 

Nash

22 Carry-___ (hand luggage)

23 Scott Joplin tune for happy 

puppies?

28 Hanoi's country

29 Admiral's rear

32 Rule-breaking, as some verbs: 

Abbr.

33 Folder for unwanted email

36 Vancouver poet laureate 

Evelyn ___

37 Hand-flapping nut job?

41 Go from ___ B

42 "It's not ___" ("I can hack it")

43 Montreal Expos div., once

45 Hands-on Japanese healing

48 Hair stylist for an Anne Shirley 

portrayer

50 Shania on the lam?

53 "The Lord of the Rings" beast

56 "Well, jeepers"

57 Suffix with Caesar

58 Vigil for the dead in a 

vegetable patch?

62 Armed Forces Sgt. and Cpl.

65 Got even with

66 "Keen!"

67 Keys not found on typewriters

68 Rulers before Lenin

69 Doesn't just wonder about

Down

1 Org. for Lions and Tiger-Cats

2 Hotfoot it, old-style

3 Frustrate to no end

4 Add another dash to the dish

5 Counsellor's deg.

6 "Lord, is ___?" (Last Supper 

question)

7 Assist, before "hand"

8 ___ lamb (meat order)

9 Rib prodders

10 Singer's syllable

11 Its symbol is €

12 "You got that right!"

13 Rus. regions on pre-'90s maps

16 Do an exterminator's job

20 Starbucks 20-ouncer

23 Brutus's 1006

24 Combat for ace Billy Bishop, 

e.g.

25 Git through yer head

26 Digital publications

27 Yiddish moola

30 Native American rituals to end 

droughts

31 Cells' centres

34 ___-pitch softball

35 ___ Bubba bubble gum

38 What "les yeux" do

39 None, with "a one"

40 "It's ___" ("See you then")

44 Seaside soarer

46 Baked pudding, in Jewish 

cuisine

47 A party to the con job

49 Start to a bratty request

51 ___ the custom (traditionally)

52 "___ maroon!" (Bugs Bunny 

comment about the hunter 

parodied in this puzzle)

53 Tyrannical boss

54 Former politician Bob, and 

others

55 Broadcast media watchdog: 

Abbr.

59 Word preceding "Boot" or 

"Kapital"

60 Flooey lead-in

61 Magazine masthead figs.

63 Yellow-ribbon tree of song

64 Peter, Paul and Mary titles: 

Abbr.

705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca
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Don’t keep  
   me a secret!

Broker

In the market to buy a home or  
cottage? Feel free to give me a call
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Across

1 Dark, igneous rock

7 Word with chicken or small

10 Diplomas for aspiring CEOs

14 "Ya kiddin' me?"

15 Aberdeen agreement

16 In ___ (going nowhere)

17 Dinner guest who's bouncing 

off the walls?

19 Québec's Lévesque

20 "Yes Minister" network

21 Write "dele" or "stet"

22 Internet connection?

23 Innocent miss with a wry sense 

of humour?

26 Hissed "Hey!"

28 "___ me" (blackjack request)

29 Unlikely sizes for CFL players

30 This or that, in Trois-Rivières

31 Result of pulling the goalie

34 Bomb bigtime in a debate?

38 Six- ___ (tall types)

39 M ÷ IV

40 Gibbon, e.g.

42 Actor Wheaton

43 Add fuel to the fire

45 Milk pail on an old country 

farm?

49 About 39 inches

50 Common lunch time

51 Fanatic fan's feeling

54 Hen, to a fox

55 Anxiety when the Domino's 

delivery arrives?

58 Meeting agenda subject

59 IMer's "I did NOT need to 

know that!"

60 Canadian ___ (home/crafts 

magazine)

61 Heavy reading?

62 Easy target on April 1

63 Snide remarks

Down

1 Explosive after H, or expletive 

after F

2 Moby's hunter

3 Lip ___ contest

4 Vowel string

5 Bodice tighteners

6 No earlier and no later, with 

"on"

7 Page of country music?

8 "___ of little faith...": Matthew 

8:26

9 Gen-___ (thirtysomething)

10 Day before "mercredi"

11 Slender alternative to soup 

crackers

12 Relative of Dorothy

13 Some Dutch paintings

18 Get an ___ (ace the course)

22 "... could ___ fat, his wife ..."

23 Kid's retort to a doubter

24 Kasparov's game

25 Restaurant freebie

26 Toxin banned by Env. Cda. in 

1977

27 Inner pride

31 Butter wt., often

32 Word before a signature on a 

cheque

33 ___ Center (Disney World 

attraction)

35 "Holy smokes!"

36 Suffix with neur- or narc-

37 Key to "la porte"

40 Secret target

41 Rico or Vallarta

43 Chorus of "Cheers!", in Oslo

44 It may be bowled over in an 

alley

46 "You think I won't?"

47 Open a pencil case

48 Unc's kid

51 Feel ___ in the air

52 Stain treatable with club soda

53 Stress test readouts

55 Ale amts.

56 "___ bad, bad boy ..." (Nazareth 

lyric)

57 Prefix meaning "bird"

705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

L
I
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A

M E R C E R

Don’t keep  
   me a secret!

Broker

In the market to buy a home or  
cottage? Feel free to give me a call

Word Search by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66
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Across

1 Morse morsel?

4 "Walk ___ in my shoes"

9 Cardinals but not Blue Jays: 

Abbr

14 Kangaroo partner on a coat of 

arms

15 "Scat stat!"

16 Start of a choosing rhyme

17 "Contestant" Watson on 

"Jeopardy!", e.g.

18 At the expected time

19 Render imperfect

20 Glittery rock genre

22 June honoree

23 Lay a whooping on

24 Naheed ___, Calgary's former 

mayor

26 Core elements

28 Curved molding

29 Regretful ones

30 Phone trio on 4

32 Patty and Selma to Bart and 

Lisa

34 Lindsay with the 2020 tweet, 

"I'm back!"

38 Lowest point

40 "That feels so-o nice"

41 "I never forget ___"

42 Joe with many mobster roles

43 Scot's tot

45 Kook

46 Off ___ (sporadically)

48 Took too much

50 Lead-in to "sweet chariot"

53 Is welcoming at the door

56 Shutterbug's brand

57 Neat freak's condition, briefly

59 Wired on caffeine, maybe

60 Vowel-heavy sauce

61 Hamper, as one's style

63 Barcelona bravo

64 Mystical Celt

65 Newborn's wristband, say

66 Erstwhile "eh?", in England

67 Actor Rob of "Melrose Place"

68 Invitation requests

69 Unengaging replies, maybe?

Down

1 Stoop (to)

2 Mosey along

3 Homo sapiens lookalikes of 

sci-fi

4 Fifth lyric of "American Pie"

5 Two-thirds of O.M.G., in 

French

6 Andean worshiper of Inti

7 How actions speak, it is said

8 Farm girl?

9 Home of The Hague

10 Gets wise to

11 Clunky computer of old

12 Precondition at the hair salon?

13 Meyers and MacFarlane

21 Frowned-on flavourer, for 

short

23 Bay St. share trader, pre-2002

25 Audiology assistants?

27 Literally, "sour rice"

30 Yardstick of econ. strength

31 Possess, in Paisley

33 Queen Amidala's "Star Wars" 

home

35 Decisive way to win that's 

depicted by the circled letters

36 Prefix with pressure

37 Item in tennis, basketball and 

hockey

39 "Truth be told"

44 Way forward, metaphorically

47 Ancient Roman 560

49 ___ out a living

50 Dark suit not kept in a 

wardrobe

51 Small river dams

52 Desk tray words

54 "Nanook of the North" 

construction

55 Muscovite's 69-Across

58 Cable syst.

61 Ring-shaped: Abbr.

62 Some movie ratings

Broker



SUNSETS ON MISKWABI $945,000SUNNY ON SOYERS LAKE  $1,199,900

This multi-level side split home features a 
main level laundry room, and plenty of living 
space. Ideal for a family looking to put their 
own touches, or a professional looking for 
their next project. Located within walking 
distance to the town of Haliburton, and in 
very close proximity to schools, healthcare 
services and the Haliburton Rail Trail.

www.haliburtonrealestate.on.ca

(705)  457 .3461 

contact@haliburtonrealestate.on.ca 

PROFESSIONALS NORTH

Brokerage – independently owned and operated

BAUMGARTNER REALTY

Linda Baumgartner  -  Broker  |  Owner

This four season home/cottage is situated on 
prestigious Soyers Lake. The “sunny” south 
facing matured treed lot offers 1.26 acres with 
a golden sand rippled beach abutting a creek 
with an abundance of wildlife. Enjoy outdoor 
entertaining on the spacious walkout deck  
with panoramic lake views. 
If you’re looking to get onto this 5 lake chain, 
this one is a must to see! 

PRIVACY AND A POOL  $625,000BIG VIEWS ON HALIBURTON LAKE  $1,499,999

Wonderfully private, south-west facing and 
ready for seasons of family fun. The level 
and grassy lot has fantastic swimming off 
the dock and sandy beach. 3 bdrm, 2 bath 
with large open concept kitchen, living 
room, and dining room. Take things outside 
and enjoy bug-free meals in the screened-
in room, and finish off with sunset sips 
on the new west-facing porch. Unlike the 
incredible memories you’ll make here, this 
much sought-after property won’t last long.

Year-round waterfront home or cottage 
on one of the most desirable lakes in 
Haliburton County. Enjoy the big lake views 
through the large picture windows in the 
living room, or curl up with a book in the  
3-season sunroom. If you didn’t think this 
spot could get any better, there is also a 
double detached garage! 

 OPPORTUNITY AWAITS $388,000           ACROSS THE ROAD TO KASHAGAWIGAMOG LAKE

Pristine and private location backing onto a 
mature forest for hours of wildlife watching. 
Beautifully renovated, enjoy the warmth of 
wood underfoot and the space of cathedral 
ceilings overhead. With 2,500+ sq.ft. and a 
detached garage, there’s plenty of room for 
guests and all your stuff. 
This rare gem is turn-key and ready to go!

SOLD
SOLD

3 X 3 X2 X 2 X104 FT 
FRONTAGE

“After 34 years of selling homes in 
haliburton county, i really have heard 

it all. So if you have any questions 
about selling or buying property here, 

just ask me.”
- Linda Baumgartner | Broker + Owner

IN-GROUND 
POOL

4 X 2 X 2490 SQ.FT.

COMING SOON TO REALTOR.CA


