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Ice ice baby
Craig Willis powers his car around the oval at the 
Minden fairgrounds Feb. 5 as ice racing made a 
return. See the story on page 18. Photo by Lisa 
Gervais.

Highlands East morphing into Muskoka: CBO
By Lisa Gervais
Highlands East chief building official 
Laurie Devolin said what happened in 
Muskoka a decade ago now appears to be 
happening in Highlands East when it comes 
to building activity.

She made the comment when presenting a 
10-year building activity report to a Feb. 8 
council meeting.

Her annual comparisons and statistics 
indicated that while there were not 
substantial jumps in the number of permits 

issued from 2012-2021, the construction 
values increased considerably.

For example, 174 permits were issued 
in 2012, worth a little over $10.4 million. 
In 2021, there were 216 permits, with a 
construction value of just under $43 million.

Coun. Cec Ryall noticed the nuance.
“The actual number of permits that are 

being issued, although it’s higher, it’s not 
that much higher so I’m going to assume 
for the sake of argument that the value 
of the properties is what’s driving the 
numbers,” he asked Devolin.

She said there were a lot more dwellings, 
including permanent dwellings and 
cottages, as well as some significant 
additions. 

“It seems that what happened in Muskoka 
a decade ago, everything is moving in this 
direction,” she said. 

“So, there’s a lot of planning for people 
taking down old cottages and building 
new ones, people wanting to move here 
for retirement, making cottages into their 
permanent dwellings, so lots of work 
required to do that.”

She noted COVID-19 had driven up 
material costs but it was also a case of 
higher-end construction.

“The little 700 sq. ft. house and 400 sq. 
ft. cottage just isn’t the norm anymore. We 
have significantly increased the value of 
what’s being constructed in Highlands East, 
so that drives the construction value up.”

Ryall then asked Devolin if she foresaw 
any challenges with service delivery.

She said in 2021, her department was 
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taxed around the volume of work that 
came in, but they have good systems in 
place. 

“I don’t foresee there being any issues 
with service delivery at this point, we’ll 
see how it goes along, as it gets busier in 
summer,” she said. 

In the report, Devolin also indicated that 
building inspections were fairly even over 
the 10-year period. It was about the same 
for zoning compliance letters and total 
building infractions and files resolved.  

When it comes to septic permits, between 
2014-2021, there was a marked increase. 
In 2014, there were 68 permits issued, 
while in 2021 it was 123. The number of 
inspections climbed to 255 last year, from 
71 in 2015.

So far in 2022, she said there’s been 
lots of permit applications for building 
and septics. They’ve already issued two 
building permits and “have a few in the 
wings.” 

She noted the construction value is also 
considerably higher, already at just under 

$2 million for the new year, compared to 
just over $27,000 this time last year.

“It looks like it’s going to be another 
busy year for us.”

A bit of a boom
Meanwhile, Dysart’s chief building official 
also provided an update to his council at a 
Feb. 8 meeting. 

Karl Korpela said 2021 was a record-
breaking year for development in the 
township, with 607 building permits 
being issued throughout the year and new 

construction values soaring to more than 
$98 million. 

Korpela said those numbers had much 
to do with the number of new seasonal 
residences being built on area lakes in the 
past 12 months. 

“People are building substantially larger 
cottages. Before, we would usually see 
one or two monster cottages go up in a 
year, this year there’s been a lot of them,” 
Korpela said. “People are spending money 
here in Dysart, and that’s not a bad thing.” 
(with files from Mike Baker).

Record-breaking building activity around County

Dysart waste study results ‘encouraging’
By Mike Baker
The first of a four-part waste composition 
study in Dysart et al found that each 
municipal household averages 641 
kilograms of garbage and recycling per 
year, and that 29.16 per cent of all waste 
is successfully diverted from landfills and 
recycled. 

Environmental manager John Watson 
provided his report to council Feb. 8. The 
municipality contracted AET Group to 
carry out the study, with the first stage 
taking place at the Haliburton landfill Jan. 
12 to 14. There, staff collected garbage and 
recycling from 65 residences, representing 
609 waste generation days.

Looking at the data, Watson said 69.36 per 
cent of all plastic recycling collected was 
considered acceptable, with 25.98 per cent 
classified as garbage, 9.75 per cent being 
non-acceptable plastics such as film and 
large pails, and 5.16 per cent deemed to 
be “other waste,” namely clothes hangers, 
wood and meat pads.

More encouraging, 85.42 per cent of all 
paper recycling collected was deemed 
acceptable. “Most people are recycling their 
papers correctly,” Watson noted. Around 
9.35 per cent of items placed in paper 
recycling was classed as garbage and 5.22 
per cent as recycling that should have been 
placed in with plastics. 

Watson said that 90 per cent of all garbage 
collected ended up in the right place, 

with 5.85 per cent of items belonging in 
plastic recycling and 4.13 per cent in paper 
recycling. 

Misplaced garbage and recycling costs 
Dysart thousands of dollars annually, 
Watson said. While he was encouraged 
by the numbers reported through this first 
event, he told council it was important 
the township continues to promote proper 
recycling and sorting habits. 

“When you look at this report, I think 
we’re doing a heck of a good job,” said 
deputy mayor Pat Kennedy. 

Ministry investigating
Jeff Iles, Dysart’s director of planning and 
land information, said several provincial 
and federal ministries are actively 
investigating wetlands along Gelert Road 
after a local property owner’s desire to 
develop the land caused uproar in the 
community last month. 

Several environmental activists sounded 
the alarm, as reported in the Jan. 27 
edition of The Highlander, after a piece 
of the wetland was filled early in the new 
year. The issue came to council Jan. 25, 
with officials directing staff to get further 
information on what was going on at the 
site. 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada reported 
they intend to assess the site in the spring, 
when water levels are high, to determine if 
there has been any evidence of loss of fish 
habitat due to the filling. Ontario’s Ministry 

of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
say they have consulted with the landowner, 
who has voluntarily agreed to stop filling 
at the site until a habitat assessment is 
completed and reviewed. 

While the township does not currently 
have any bylaws in place preventing this 
kind of thing from happening again in the 

future, Iles said it’s always a good idea 
to first reach out to municipal officials to 
receive a second opinion before proceeding 
with any significant project on your 
property. 

“We are a good starting point and can 
provide direction to the appropriate 
approval authority,” Iles said.

AET Group staffers William Vega and Tomi Ladele. Submitted. 
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Legion and rinks get provincial money
By Mike Baker
MPP Laurie Scott was in Haliburton 
Feb. 3 to announce more than $260,000 
in provincial funding for two local 
organizations. 

The Haliburton Legion will be receiving 
$104,100 to help cover several facility 
upgrades, while Dysart et al township is 
getting $162,000 to renovate two outdoor 
rinks into multi-purpose courts for hockey, 
pickleball and basketball. 

The money is being filtered into 
Haliburton through Ontario’s Community 
Building Fund. In total, the program is 
supporting 186 municipalities, Indigenous 
communities and non-profit tourism, 
culture, sport and recreation organizations 
experiencing significant pressures due 
to COVID-19. Scott noted around $105 
million is to be invested through the fund 
this year. 

“This funding will help address much-
needed upgrades and repairs so community 
members can continue to enjoy outdoor 
sports facilities and the services our local 
Legion offers,” Scott said. 

Legion president Don Pitman said the 
money would be used to replace windows 
($17,000), purchase a new outdoor digital 
sign ($17,000), upgrade the building’s water 
filtration system ($2,000) and its heating 
and air conditioning system ($65,000). 

The big-ticket heating and A/C item was 
“an absolute must” according to Pitman, 
who received a $6,000 hydro bill in 

December due to the current system failing 
and the back-up, electric powered system 
kicking in.

Dysart CAO Tamara Wilbee said the 
money Dysart is receiving will be used at 
the Harcourt and West Guilford outdoor 
rinks to upgrade the surface, fencing, and 
lighting at the pads. 

Minden, County  
receive money too
Scott said two projects brought forward by 
the County of Haliburton and Minden Hills 
township would receive approximately 
$180,000 in funding through the Municipal 
Modernization Program. 

The County will receive $101,760 for 
its paramedic service master plan, while 
Minden Hills is getting $81,357 for HR 
information system modernization. 

“For some time now, Haliburton has been 
experiencing substantially increased call 
volumes, pressures associated with transfers 
for diagnostics, as well as managing the 
new community paramedicine program. 
Given the changing atmosphere we have 
found the need to carefully study our 
management structure, assess our existing 
bases and determine where additional 
resources will be required,” said County 
warden Liz Danielsen. “Haliburton has 
seen considerable growth, and we need to 
carve out the best path to move forward and 
continue to offer exemplary service to our 
residents.”

The Ontario government is distributing 
$28 million to 322 small and rural 
municipalities through the first batch of 
2022 MMP funding. 

Funding for agriculture
Around $1 million will be made available 
to various agricultural and horticultural 
societies across Ontario in the coming 
weeks, as the province looks to assist 
organizations still impacted by the 
pandemic. 

Base support funding of $1,000 will be 
issued to all eligible societies to support 

their continued incorporation and upcoming 
activities, with new “hardship funding” 
available to those that have been most 
impacted. Applications will be assessed 
based on gate revenues for 2019. Successful 
applicants will be able to use the money 
to offset operating losses, liabilities and 
fixed overhead costs related to land and 
buildings. 

Money will be distributed to eligible 
societies before March 31, according to 
Lisa Thompson, minister of agriculture, 
food and rural affairs. 

Past president Paul Sisson and Laurie Scott. Photo by Mike Baker.

OPP NEWS
Charges after stolen 
vehicle crashes 
Two Dysart residents are charged with 
multiple offences after crashing a stolen 
vehicle in Highlands East Feb. 1. 

OPP officers and paramedics responded 
to a single-vehicle collision on Essonville 
Line shortly after 8 a.m. The car involved in 
the accident had been reported stolen in the 
GTA. Police report that both occupants fled 
the scene before they arrived. 

A police emergency response team and K9 
unit located both people, who were sent to 
hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. 

A 31-year-old from Dysart was charged 
with operation while impaired, possession 
of property obtained by crime over $5,000, 
driving while under suspension, failure to 
remain at the scene and failure to report 
an accident. They’re scheduled to appear 
before the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Minden April 6.

A 44-year-old from Dysart et al was 
charged with possession of property 
obtained by crime over $5,000, possession 
of break-in instruments, failure to comply 
with release order and possession of 
ammunition contrary to a prohibition order. 

Man killed in  
snowmobile accident
OPP say the man killed in a Feb. 2 
snowmobile accident in Dysart et al was 
Robert Hubers, 58, of Leaskdale.

Police responded about 12:30 p.m. after 
being contacted by Haliburton County 
Paramedic Services (EMS) to the single 
snowmobile collision on OFSC trail E109. 
The Highlands East fire department also 
attended.  

OPP technical collision investigators and 
collision reconstructionists were on scene 
to assist as was The Office of the Chief 

Coroner for Ontario.
The investigation is continuing and 

Haliburton Highlands OPP is requesting 
anyone with information to call 1-888-310-
1122 or 705 286-1431.

“Snowmobilers are reminded to use 
caution at all times,” OPP said in a news 
release. “Snowmobiling is an off-road 
activity that occurs in an unpredictable 
and uncontrollable natural environment. 
The OPP is committed to saving lives on 
Ontario’s highways, trails and waterways 
through the reduction of preventable injury 
and death.” (OPP news compiled by Lisa 
Gervais and Sam Gillett).
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(Virtual) Council Meetings

Council and Closed Session meetings are currently being conducted 
virtually via web conference meetings, until further notice.  Meetings 
begin at 9:00 AM unless otherwise noted.  The schedule of upcoming 

meetings are:

February 10 – Regular Council Meeting

February 24 – Regular Council Meeting

Members of the Public are invited to observe Council proceedings by 
joining a live-stream link available on the township website at www.

mindenhills.ca/council/ or by using the direct link provided in the 
notice. Meeting agendas are not displayed during the meeting, please 

download by visiting our website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/.

Please note the live-stream link provided for each meeting will only be 
activated while Council is in session.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
We are currently looking to fill a variety of positions within the 

Township.  Many opportunities include benefits such as enrollment 
in a comprehensive benefit package, Employee Assistance Plan, life 
insurance, personal health coverage, OMERS pension plan, vacation, 
float and sick time entitlements as well as opportunities for training 
and development.  Please visit our website at www.mindenhills.ca/

employment-opportunities/ or email sprentice@mindenhills.ca for a list 
of available jobs and how to apply.

WASTE REDUCTION TIP
Plastic bags are one of the most expensive and difficult to recycle materials. Use 

reusable bags whenever possible to reduce plastic waste!

WINTER SAND
Winter sand is now available at the upper parking lot of the S.G. Nesbitt 
Memorial Community Centre, by the Skate Park.  Please note this is for 

Individual Use Only – No Commercial Users please.

A Message from the Fire Department
Each year we respond to fires that are caused by improper disposal of hot coals 

and ashes.  Treat all ashes and coals as hot, even if you think they are cool.  
Properly dispose of them in a metal container and wet them down.  Keep the 
container outside your home and away from any other combustible material.

Notice of Public Meeting
Please take notice that the Council of the Corporation of the Township 

of Minden Hills will be holding two Public Meetings at 9:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, February, 24, 2022 during its Meeting of Council via web 

conference regarding its Fees and Charges By-law; and the 2022 fees 
for the Haliburton Highlands Water Trails.  More information will be 

provided at a later date.

Summer Students Wanted!
We are recruiting for Summer Students for Parks and Cultural Centre.  Positions 

are for a 16 week period from May to August. Rate of pay is $15/hour.   
Visit www.mindenhills.ca/employment-opportunities/ for more information and 

how to apply.

Council defers decision on firefighter pay
By Mike Baker
Algonquin Highlands fire chief Mike 
French proposed new firefighter 
renumeration rates to council Feb. 3, calling 
for an increase in pay for experienced 
members and a decrease for new recruits. 

Currently, all volunteer firefighters in 
Algonquin Highlands make $20.51 per 
hour. This is the highest rate in Haliburton 
County, French noted. In his report to 
council, he proposed increases to members 
holding down the positions of acting 
captain (up to $22.01), captain ($23.51) and 

district chief ($25.01), while recommending 
untrained new recruits be bumped down to 
$16 per hour. 

French also asked that firefighters be paid 
a minimum of two hours’ pay for each 
callout. 

The changes would represent an increase 
of $9,294.50 in the fire department’s budget 
in 2022. 

Deputy Mayor Liz Danielsen wasn’t a 
fan of the proposal. She said she wouldn’t 
support a pay decrease for new recruits, 
and called on Algonquin Highlands to be 

“local leaders” in establishing fair pay for 
volunteer firefighters. 

“I’ve suffered two house fires in my 
life and have firsthand experience of how 
much our firefighters do for us. At risk of 
upsetting the budget applecart, I have an 
issue with a reduction here,” Danielsen said. 
“In the city, firefighters get paid almost $50 
per hour. I understand all firefighters have 
to maintain the same level of training, that’s 
a big spread for me.

“I’d like to see us be leaders and do more 
beyond what is being recommended here,” 

she added.
CAO Angie Bird noted firefighters have 

typically received a cost-of-living increase 
from the municipality, after being asked by 
Danielsen. French’s proposal would see that 
annual review maintained.

Given the request to change the minimum 
callout pay, Bird asked that council defer 
making a final decision until she’s able to 
calculate how much that would cost, and 
how big of an implication it would have on 
the 2022 budget. The issue will be coming 
back later next month. 

Algonquin Highlands fire chief Mike French asked that council increase firefighter pay this year. Submitted. 
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Maple Lake United Church slated for closure
By Lisa Gervais
Maple Lake United Church (MLUC) will 
be closing after members voted on Jan. 30 
to disband the congregation effective Feb. 
28.

Rev. Max Ward and the church’s trustees, 
in a letter to members, adherents and 
friends, dated Feb. 7, shared the news “with 
regret.”

Ward said all church matters after Feb. 
28 would be administered by the trustees 
with the support of the East Central Ontario 
Regional Council. 

He added there would be a final closing 
church service “perhaps in July 2022 as 
COVID-19 restrictions permit, and will be 
held indoors and/or outdoors on the church 
lawn.”

Ward said Highland Hills United Church 
(HHUC) has invited anyone to be part of 
their worshiping community and welcomes 
all to transfer their membership. A new 
members and adherents service will be held 
Sunday, Feb. 27 via Zoom. Memberships 
will be transferred automatically unless 
people advise otherwise by Feb. 20. “Many 
other area churches would welcome your 
presence in addition to HHUC,” he said. 

Items in the church are being catalogued 
and a new home, or homes are being 
considered. 

Ward said they also need to decide what to 
do with the land and building at the corner 
of Hwy. 118 and Stanhope Airport Road. 

“The MLUC Trustees are currently 
exploring options and working with the 
East Central Ontario Regional Council to 
finalize matters,” he said.

The closure comes after the church put out 
an SOS in November.

At that time, Rev. Ward said they were 

hopeful that with a bit of awareness, the 
church might be able to continue for many 
years to come “but the current outlook isn’t 
good without an infusion of more people to 
help with the volunteer work and financial 
support needed to operate the church.”

A few years ago, Zion United Church, 

Minden United Church and MLUC were 
in talks to amalgamate. Maple Lake opted 
out at that time but Minden and Zion did 
amalgamate. The Zion church and property 
were sold. The Maple Lake United Church 
was erected in 1901.

Rev. Max Ward at Maple Lake United Church. File.
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Break-ins to landfills
Public works operations supervisor 
Brett Charboneau said he would like the 
township to look into possibly getting 
security cameras for its landfills.

He said it was looked at before and 
council had a quote from a few years ago. 
He said they now have solar panel cameras 
with battery backups. He said they would 
have to ensure compliance with privacy 
requirements. 

His calls come after break-ins at the 
landfills.

“We are having problems with people 
breaking into the landfills, entering after 
hours. We’ve had some damages to gates 
and some damages to the shacks and that 
type of thing,” he told council. 

Water conservation 
urged in Cardiff
Highlands East had to issue a boil water 
advisory in Cardiff from Feb. 3-5.

Environmental supervisor Megan 
Lockwood said it was due to a loss of 
power at the Cardiff drinking water system, 
due to an unknown fault on the generator. 
She said they lost power and pressure to 
distribution systems.

She added a diesel mechanic was brought 
in to look at the generator and they fixed a 
suspected fuel problem. 

“So, we’ve been running the generator 
more frequently since then and will be 

implementing more frequent testing,” she 
told council at its Feb. 8 meeting.

She noted they are experiencing high 
flows on the system, equivalent to high 
summertime flows and their treatment 
system is getting to the point of having a 
hard time keeping up with that.

She said staff are looking for possible 
leaks but also putting together an awareness 
campaign for residents about water use and 
conservation practices as well as identifying 
leaks on their own systems. 

For example, she said some people might 
be running taps to keep pipes from freezing 
but they only need a very small velocity of 
water, about the diameter of a pencil, for 
that.

Council passes  
2022 budget
Highlands East council passed the 
township’s 2022 budget.

The budget calls for an additional 
$146,232 from 2021. That equates to a 
1.48 per cent municipal tax rate increase. 
It means about a $7.50 hike for every 
$100,000 of assessment.

Mayor Dave Burton said he was hopeful 
the township would come in under two per 
cent so the end result was “very pleasing for 
me.”He added it was a “fair and workable” 
budget. Coun. Cam McKenzie and Cecil 
Ryall agreed.

“It’s hard to believe we’re holding it at 1.4 
but that’s awesome,” Ryall said.

Company chosen  
for election
Highlands East is the fourth local council to 
award the RFP for its internet and telephone 
voting for the 2022 municipal and school 
board election to Scytl.

Council awarded the RFP in the 

approximate amount of $2.75 plus HST per 
voter.

Hunter said a kickoff meeting will be held 
in the near future with the clerks and Scytl 
representatives in order to define objectives, 
review election details and training needs 
and to coordinate integration with Datafix. 
(Highlands East news compiled by Lisa 
Gervais).

Highlands East chief administrative officer and treasurer Shannon Hunter guided council 
through the 2022 budget during a Feb. 8 meeting. File.
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County convoy about ‘hope’
By Lisa Gervais 
The leader of a Haliburton County convoy 
said his decision to start an online group 
that attracted 125 vehicles to a rally Feb. 5 
was more about hope than science.

Scott Danilko and his wife Penny went to 
Ottawa Jan. 29 to see for themselves what 
was going on with the convoy there. They 
took their children, aged nine and 11, and a 
four-year-old grandchild, and Danilko said 
“I felt as safe as anywhere.”

Walking through the crowd gathered 
around Parliament Hill, he added, “it gave 
me reassurance that there’s hope. It was 
exhilarating.”

That prompted him to start a local 
Facebook page to see if anyone was 
interested in a convoy from Minden to 
Haliburton.

It attracted more than 125 vehicles 
and they are planning to do it again this 
Saturday, Feb. 12. 

“To show support for the convoys in 
Ottawa and Toronto and other cities around 
Canada,” Danilko said of his motivation in 
an interview. 

Asked about his beliefs, he added, “I 
believe everybody should have freedom 
of choice and not be mandated to be 
vaccinated.”

It was pointed out that people can choose 
whether or not to be vaccinated but that 
choice comes with consequences such as 
vaccine passports.

“I’m against that,” he responded. 
He was then asked about agencies such as 

Health Canada and the Centre for Disease 
Control in the U.S. saying vaccines, masks 
and other COVID-19 regulations are 
working. 

He said it was “bull crap … because the 
numbers went higher this winter than they 
were even at the start of the pandemic. 
We were into the thousands and thousands 
and people were vaccinated and wearing 
masks.”

The Highlander asked what science he had 
to the contrary of Health Canada and the 
CDC. He did not have any.

He then went on to say he did not support 
children having to be masked, saying he 
did not have to wear a mask when he was 

in school. He added it is counterproductive 
since they remove their masks to eat their 
lunches. He doesn’t agree with children 
having to be vaccinated against COVID-
19 either. When Danilko was in school 
there was not a pandemic. Asked whether 
his children were vaccinated against other 
childhood illnesses, such as chicken pox, 
he said they were. However, Penny noted it 
was one vaccine, not two and a booster with 
the possibility of more to come. 

Danilko said while he did not have 
scientific facts, he simply was able to get 
a group going online, a group that could 
probably be labelled “a fringe minority,” he 
conceded. 

“It makes some people feel good about 
everything that has gone on in the last two 
years. It’s been all doom and gloom. It 
gives them some hope. It brings a small 
fringe of people a little bit of happiness. I 
feel good about it. And it is to support the 
ones in Ottawa and at Queen’s Park, to just 
let them know they are not the only ones 
being a part of this.”

Top: Organizer Scott Danilko speaks to the convoy in Minden Feb. 5. Bottom: Trucks lead the convoy in Minden Feb. 5.  
Photos by Lisa Gervais.
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Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 
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Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 
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Covering the fringe
Half-a-dozen readers complained about 
our Feb. 3 edition - in particular, a story 
about two local truckers who attended the 
‘Freedom Convoy’ in Ottawa, and a small 
group of protestors rallying against a mask 
mandate at a local elementary school.

“While I am a firm believer in freedom of 
speech and the freedom of the press, two 
articles this week went too far,” one wrote.

She wanted to know how in good 
conscious we could give a platform to the 
man, whose co-truckers, she said, were 
carrying Nazi and Confederate flags? 

As for the school, she conjectured some of 
the protesters were vehement anti-vaxxers 
without science-based information. She 
wanted to know if we’d interviewed them 
and asked the right questions.

Another wrote, “how disappointing to see 
a whole-page spread for an anti-vaccine 
protester and also an article with a picture 
of the four anti-mask people protesting at 
one of our local schools. It seems you are 
having trouble coming up with some real 
news stories.”

We appreciate feedback and it gives 
us pause to ask the same questions of 
ourselves. 

At The Highlander, we believe it is 
important to present as many sides to a 
story as we can, and hopefully enough 
information so that the reader can make up 

his or her own mind about anything. 
In doing so, we also feel it holds up a 

mirror to our community, to reflect what is 
going on. We know there is a divide over 
COVID-19 and its handling. The majority 
back public health measures. A fringe does 
not. Does that mean we simply ignore the 
fringe? Pretend it’s not going on?

We don’t think it’s an option. It would 
be like not covering a People’s Party 
of Canada local candidate because the 
majority has discounted this candidate’s 
views. Censoring that person, or the 
‘Freedom Convoy’-types in our community 
only opens the door to us being accused 
of suppressing the news, being part of the 
conspiracy, fuelling more fire for their 
social media platforms. We feel it is best to 
have it out in the open, rather than tiptoe 
around it. 

Another reader told us it was “refreshing” 
to see another side presented. Another 
applauded the truckers for taking part in 
the Ottawa protests. Yet another said while 
it was unfortunate we had to cover these 
things, at least we’d done it well. 

Is it uncomfortable covering so-called 
fringe groups? It sure is. I attended the 
local ‘Freedom Convoy’ gathering outside 
Kawartha Dairy Saturday morning because, 
like it or not, it was news. There was a large 
crowd gathered. I was the only one wearing 

a mask. Did I agree 
with them? No. Was 
I doing my job? 
Yes. 

And if you read 
these stories, 
for example the 
protesters outside 
the elementary 
school last week, you’ll note we quoted 
them and then followed each quote with 
contradictory information from reputable 
sources. We did the same with today’s 
page 7 story. In our opinion, that is good 
journalism. We are not simply offering a 
platform to the fringe, but challenging their 
beliefs. Could we do a better job. Of course. 

And, let’s not forget, nearly every week 
we provide a platform to Dr. Nell Thomas 
via her COVID corner.

We know how divisive this issue has 
become. It has separated some of us 
from family, friends, acquaintances and 
co-workers. We don’t agree on COVID-19 
rules. We don’t have to. But we have to 
respect our rights to have different opinions. 
And it wouldn’t be prudent for local media 
to allow their personal biases to stop them 
from covering viewpoints that they don’t 
necessarily agree with.

All hail vaccines! 
History repeats itself. Which is helpful 
if you pay attention. After two years and 
three waves of the “Spanish (1918) Flu,” 
in early January 1920 many were relaxing 
masks, quarantine, and travel, and feeling 
optimistic. Mistake. By the end of that 
month New York City, Chicago and many 
other cities that let their guard down 
experienced a devastating fourth wave. 
Assuming the people infected in previous 
waves would be immune and that this 
variant’s surge would be milder was a grave 
error. 

And the battle to be “released” from safety 
measures responsible for infection control 
was in full swing, too. One San Francisco 
city health inspector shot a blacksmith 
in a fight to enforce the city’s mask 
mandate. “The Mask Ordinance” signed 
by San Francisco’s mayor made it the first 
American city requiring face coverings, 
four layers thick. A few days later, a 
blacksmith stood in front of a drugstore 
urging a crowd to throw away their masks. 
When the city health inspector tried to lead 
the man into the pharmacy to buy a mask 
he was struck with a sack of silver dollars, 
knocked down and “pummeled,” at which 
point he fired four times with a revolver. 

But the mask ordinance held. Penalties for 

violators were fines of $5, $10, or up to 10 
days’ imprisonment. Newspapers reported 
that city prisons were standing room only. 

Political battles over COVID-19 appear to 
be no different, with some insisting that the 
enemies doing them harm are other humans 
not the virus itself.  

The 1918 flu is still with us; pieces of 
its genome exist in modern influenza 
outbreaks, making it another “forever virus” 
like SARS-COV-2, say the virologists. Our 
annual flu vaccines protect us from the 
mass death toll seen from 1918-1920. 

Look at the vaccine data hot off the press. 
Americans with booster shots are 97 times 
less likely to die from coronavirus than 
the unvaccinated, reports the CDC. People 
with up to two doses - but no booster - are 
14 times less likely to die from COVID-19 
than unvaccinated. The number of average 
weekly deaths for unvaccinated was 9.7 
per 100,000 people, compared with 0.7 of 
vaccinated, and 0.1 of those with a booster.

Vaccination for pregnant - and planning 
to get pregnant - women is especially 
important. Two recent studies show zero 
risk of infertility in either males or females 
from vaccines. Fertility did fall temporarily 
in men with coronavirus, however, and 
couples were 18 per cent less likely to 

conceive if the 
male contracted 
coronavirus before 
his partner’s 
menstrual cycle.

Complications 
of COVID in 
pregnancy can be 
serious, and vaccines are shown to reduce 
risk significantly. Pregnant women have 
a higher incidence of requiring intubation 
or supplemental oxygen or requiring 
premature delivery. According to the 
CDC, pregnant women with COVID-19 
are more likely to deliver babies before 
37 weeks or experience a stillbirth. A 
peer-reviewed study in Scotland published 
last month (journal Nature Medicine) 
found unvaccinated pregnant women who 
contract COVID-19 are more likely to 
be hospitalized, and their newborns have 
increased risk of dying within the first 
month after birth. The risk of stillbirth 
or neonatal death among babies born to 
unvaccinated women infected with COVID-
19 was more than four times higher than 
those for babies born among the general 
population. 
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Short-term rental  
horse already bolted
Dear editor,
Once again, I extend my sincere gratitude 
to The Highlander staff and its commitment 
to informing our community on issues that 
matter to us all.

In response to Mayor Moffat’s comments 
concerning the short-term rental situation, 
I would start by saying that the metaphor 
“cash cow” is defined as a business 
investment or product that provides a 
steady income or profit with very low 
maintenance. Anyone who has ever 
managed a short-term rental property 
would tell you they are anything but low 
maintenance. 

Notwithstanding that, starting this process 
now when it’s clear that the local short-term 
rental market is well-established and strong 
is likely to prove as futile as a shoreline 
bylaw after everyone has completed their 
modifications and charging development 
fees after all the lakefront property in the 
County has been developed. Our local 
governments have failed to take timely 
action on all these issues they should have 
seen coming many years ago.

I understand that the horse has also 
already left the barn on the issue of the 
community policing advisory committee 

as well. As reported by the editor of The 
Highlander, despite comments by Minden 
Hills councillor Pam Sayne, they voted to 
load the committee with politicians; four 
mayors or reps, warden, and one provincial 
rep and only one rep appointed by the 
County. What I take particular offense 
to are Mayor Moffat’s inferences that 
community members may not be able to 
make fiscally responsible decisions or that 
they may not understand the complexity 
of the job. She also implied they may not 
be able to understand privacy concerns!  
Really? Does she think that little of the 
mental capacities of her constituents or 
the County’s abilities to choose qualified 
candidates? I wonder if she’s forgotten that 
she was once a mere well-meaning member 
of the community as well?

 
Cindy Thistle 
Minden Hills

Convoy not a ‘fairy tale’
Dear editor,
I was quite dismayed when I read Mike 
Baker's story about McColl Logging and 
Jason’s misadventure in Ottawa. 

The mandate of the Freedom Convoy is 
the "dissolution of Canadian Parliament!"

Really? Canada is a democracy. If one 
chooses to not be vaccinated or wear a 
mask, Canadian taxpayers will pay for your 

hospital stay, when you become ill and 
perhaps die.

I ask you, why should my tax dollars 
fund your hospital stay? Your death will be 
considered preventable.

Most Canadians have had the common 
sense to wear a mask and get vaccinated. 

This story supports the "fairy tale" that 
Wellington Street is a fun place to be. 

No, it is not. Illegal buildings being built 
along with fires in barrels? Hygiene is 
obviously lacking. 

Watch CBC and listen to Ottawa Mayor 
Watson and consider those who cannot 
sleep or go to work. This is unacceptable. 

I ask that you look at the other side, not 
the rainbow that Mike Baker portrayed. 

Marilyn Hewitt 
West Guilford

Listen to the experts
Dear editor, 
The juxtaposition of two of the articles 
in last week’s Highlander with a third is 
glaring. 

The first was the trucker, extolling his 
diesel fumed, horn blaring “kumbaya” 
experience in Ottawa during last week’s 
ongoing occupation of parts of the 
downtown coupled with the anti-mask 
demonstration in front of Minden’s 
elementary school (really?), then starkly 

contrasted by the ongoing efforts of the 
HKPR District Health Unit to encourage 
everyone over the age of five to complete 
their course of COVID vaccinations at 
any one of many clinics over the next few 
weeks. 

So much time, effort and money has 
been expended to bridge this remarkable, 
incomprehensible divide. One-hundred-and-
seventy-one Canadians died from COVID 
on Thursday, Feb. 3. The equivalent of an 
Airbus A320 crashing. The day before it 
was 175. If planes were falling out of the 
sky at this rate, would you be going to the 
airport?

Please, listen to the experts and consider 
the rest of us … wear a mask and get your 
shots.

Sean Pennylegion 
Haliburton

Extremely disappointed
Dear editor,
Wow. I was utterly shocked that you 
provided a platform for people supporting 
the Freedom/Trucker Convoy, and anti-
maskers in your paper last week. 

I am a long-time Highlander reader and 
can't believe you would support and provide 
space for this. 

Where are the articles talking about how 
Continued on page 10

Mike Young sent this photo of a Barred Owl feeding near Carnarvon.
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Editorial opinion
successful vaccines are, how masking is 
a preventative measure, like a seat belt or 
sunscreen? You know, things proven and 
based on research and science. 

Instead, you publish about a trucker 
supporting a rally where people marched 
with Nazi flags? If the far-right Nazi 
movement can attach themselves to your 
"cause" or "movement" guess what

 .. it's not a good one! 
At this point, two years into a pandemic 

everyone should be a part of the 
solution, not angry because of the minor 
inconvenience of a mask or having to get 
a vaccine. You don't want the vaccine that 
is being provided to protect and provide 
public safety ... fine, but mandates are by 
employers and the provincial government. 
Get another job where you don't need to 
be vaccinated or better yet, stay home. To 
participate in society, you have to be willing 
to help and protect the most vulnerable in 
that society. When did Canada become a 
society of me and not, we?

Articles showcasing people's personal 
opinions, with absolutely zero science-
based fact is just dangerous and 
irresponsible of your publication. I'd like 
articles showing what the death rate would 
be without masking and without vaccines. 

Jennifer Strype 
Algonquin Highlands

Convoy not bringing  
normalcy back to Ottawa
Dear editor,
Regarding article “Haliburton trucker 
makes trip to Ottawa.”

I think it is safe to say that we are all tired 
of the lockdowns, masks, and anti-social 
consequences that we have all lived through 
due to COVID over the past two years. We 
all want it to come to an end.  

But, I find it both sad and misguided 
when Mr. McColl participates in the current 
“Freedom Convoy” and then states “people 
just want to get back to some sort of 
normal”. 

Tell that to the thousands of innocent 
Ottawa citizens that have been held captive 
for the past week due to protest activity in 
their back yard. Some businesses downtown 
had to close temporarily - not due to 
COVID – but due to the protesters. 

The mind-blowing horn honking. The 
clogged streets. Not to mention the 
extremely unforgivable bad behavior by a 

“fringe” element of the protest group.  
Just pretend for a minute that all of this 

was happening in front of your own home 
and perhaps these protesters might consider 
a more civilized way of expressing their 
displeasure.  

I respect the fact that everyone has a 
right to an opinion and the right to protest 
peacefully. But this protest is breaking a 
number of laws and is creating more of a 
problem than a solution. It is just making 
a bad situation worse for many innocent 
people in the line of sight of the “Freedom 
Convoy”.

John Bucholski

Refreshing
Dear editor,
How refreshing to hear the other side of 
the story. A hearty thank you goes out to all 
involved in reporting the “overwhelmingly 
positive” experiences shared by Kevin 
McColl and John McNeil following their 
attendance at the ‘Freedom Convoy’. 

Marilyn Whittaker 
Haliburton

Time for other  
health strategies
Dear editor,
In Response to Dr. Nell's article dated Feb. 
3, 2022. 

Yes, an endemic upper respiratory 
virus with flu-like symptoms is far from 
harmless, but the public health strategy to 
combat the virus can clearly be seen is not 
working. 

There are more cases than ever, two years 
into the pandemic. The science shows 
that the present boosters do not protect 
against the Omicron BA-1, BA-2 variants 
of SARS-CoV-2. The virus is dodging the 
mRNA gene-therapy treatments for the 
original viral infection. 

There is research to show that vaccination 
may in fact fuel viral mutations. Mass 
vaccination for this virus, SARS-CoV-2, has 
proven to be unsustainable, unrealistic and 
plain not working. 

Early treatment and preventive strategies 
that the public can use at home are essential 
now. 

Children have next to zero mortality rates 
for the virus. What is the rush to inject 
children with shots for Omicron by June 

when the virus may have already mutated to 
another strain? 

Vulnerable populations are known and can 
be given extra care.

Teaching people how to treat the virus at 
home will keep people out of the hospitals. 

It is time for other health strategies to 
be rolled out including a public health 
campaign on how to develop a strong 
healthy immune system. 

Darlene Buckingham  
Tory Hill

Not protesters  
but occupiers
Dear editor,
In response to Don Outram's question "why 
now?" on protesting the infilling of the 
wetland on Gelert Road, it was because 
of the extremely high likelihood of one or 
more hibernating turtles being buried alive.

In response to Beverly MacDuff's letter, 
in her opening sentence she states the 
federal government "rejected the idea [of 
an equity tax] altogether" but then proceeds 
to complain about it as if they hadn't. She 
says it would cost the average homeowner 
"$1,000/year" which is completely false - 
only 13 per cent of Ontario homes would be 
affected by such a tax, hardly the average 
person. But it's all moot cause they're 
not doing it so why print this rubbish? 
(canadianmortgagetrends.com/2022/01/
cmhc-backed-report-calls-for-annual-surtax-
on-homes-valued-at-1m/)

In response to Mike Baker's article on 
Kevin McColl and John McNeil going to 
occupy Ottawa, I hope this week Mike's 
article will cover the illegality of this 
occupation, the white supremacists and 
anti-democracy figures behind it, and 
interview an Ottawa resident or two about 
what their life is like under this occupation. 
The occupiers are blocking emergency 
vehicles and public transport. Workplaces 
are shut down. BIPOC people are afraid 
to walk the streets. The occupiers are 
building some kind of house across the 
street from city hall, including a huge cache 
of propane and gasoline (petitpetitgamin.
com/en/2022/02/03/protesters-in-ottawa-
are-building-a-house-in-front-of-city-hall/0). 
They drink on the streets and smoke 
indoors, and obviously none of them are 
wearing a mask. These people are not 
protesters, they are occupiers, and what they 
are doing is completely against the law. 

Please make sure to state that in any further 
coverage.

Keli Schmidt 
Donald

Higher education of 
common sense?
Dear editor,
The subject article on the County’s 
new community safety and well-being 
plan apparently describes the people 
of Haliburton as, among other things, 
“not quite as educated” as the provincial 
average.

I have been a seasonal resident in 
Haliburton for over 40 years now, and 
have met so many wonderful people 
over the years who may not have had the 
opportunity for a college or university 
education, but who are the wisest and 
friendliest people you will ever meet.

From the local store merchants, their staff, 
the guys in the lumber yard, the contractors 
who have done wonderful work for us on 
our cottage, restaurant staff and so many 
others, to the other people you meet on the 
streets of town, education is irrelevant and 
should stop being included when describing 
a community.

I know – and you do too – many, many, 
people who are “highly educated” but in 
truth have absolutely zero common sense. 
They don’t have a clue. Some, in fact are 
much worse than that.

They are the WKB’s (We Know Best), 
the so-called educated elites who comprise 
our current federal government and far too 
many other political positions at all levels 
across this country. The ones who are in it 
for themselves, for the pensions and for the 
prestige (and let’s not forget all those photo 
ops).

What we need instead are grassroots 
people who will talk to others and make 
informed decisions in the best interest 
of the community/province/country as a 
whole, not based solely on polling and their 
chances of re-election.

(And I congratulate Kevin McColl and 
John McNeil for participating in the 
Freedom Convoy to Ottawa.)

 
Dave Love 
Haliburton Lake

LETTERS
Continued from page 9

The Highlander welcomes all contributions, however we wish to remind readers of the following:
Letters to the editor policy
 • Letters should be exclusive to The Highlander. We do not publish letters also addressed to other media outlets, open letters, letters to third  
	 	 parties,	or	cc’d	letters.
 • Letters must be signed with first and last name and home town. We also need an address and phone number for verification. The address and   
	 phone	number	won’t	be	published.	We	do	not	run	anonymous	letters.
	 •	 Letters	must	be	a	maximum	of	300	words.	If	submitted	at	greater	length,	they	will	be	returned	for	editing.
 • The Highlander	may	still	edit	for	length	and	clarity.		•	The Highlander has the right not to publish letters.
Social media policy
The Highlander expects respectful debate in Facebook and Twitter comments. We reserve the right to hide or delete posts, and to block commenters, if 
necessary.
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Retiring librarians will miss the patrons
By Sam Gillett 
The Gooderham and Dysart branches of the 
Haliburton County Public Library will look 
a bit different in 2022.

That’s because two of the longest-serving 
staff members have moved on to new 
adventures. 

Vicki Fraser and Marilyn Billings have 
retired; Fraser after 22 years with the 
Dysart branch and Billings after 41 years in 
Gooderham. 

Billings started at what was then called the 
Glamorgan Library in 1980. 

“I never thought of it as a career,” she 
said, “it was just something I loved doing.” 

Starting at two hours a week, Billings 
enjoyed developing a vibrant calendar of 
monthly events.

She recalled everything from pumpkin 
carving night, pumpkin seeds found in 
books days later, to multiple craft nights 
and coordinating a heritage display 
showcasing old-fashioned devices such as 
ice-cream makers, laundry tubs and even a 
butter churner.

Billings said she was especially proud of 
the annual Authors’ Day which began in 
2001 after she began noticing how many 
great authors called the Highlands home. 
“That was a personal interest of mine: I 
wanted to know who our local authors 
were,” she said. 

Once, a cottager suggested they host a 
ukulele club. 

“Let’s give it a try and see what happens,” 
Billings said. The club went on to gather 
multiple enthusiastic members who play the 
ukulele to this day. 

She said customer service was her 
favourite part of library work. Mingling 
with the patrons or “leading them to a real 
good book you’ve read yourself. That really 
makes a difference,” Billings said. 

Fraser said the people that visit the library 
made her job rewarding. 

“I hope I have encouraged a lifelong love 
of reading and learning for patrons both 
young and old in our community,” she said. 

“All of my patrons from the old branch to 
my new branch have been so kind, generous 
and made each day a joy for me. Libraries 
are all about the people, and Dysart branch 
has the best people ever. It is the people I 
will miss the most and I am forever grateful 
for our time together.” Fraser thanked 
Sandre and Brian Daoust for a note in The 
Highlander recognizing her service and 
CEO Chris Stephenson who she said went 
“an extra mile to make me feel valued and 
missed as I begin my new journey.”

Fraser said library work suited her from 
the start. “The first day I started I fell in 
love with the whole thing: you can have a 
ton and a half of books but it’s about the 
people,” she said. 

“People are generous, they’re thoughtful, 
if you’re stuck on the side of the road, five 
people will stop to help you.” 

Fraser was known for her book 

recommendations. One co-worker 
suggested she might be the “Oprah of the 
Library.” 

“I would promote a book, and they’d have 
to run out and buy five more, six more 
copies,” Fraser said. 

Those around the community noticed 
Fraser’s dedication to library patrons. She 
was awarded a customer-first employee 
award from the Haliburton Chamber of 
Commerce in 2015. “That was fabulous,” 
she said.

While both women worked with books, 

magazines, newspapers and later e-books, 
audiobooks and computers, it was the 
people who walked through the door who 
defined their careers. 

“It’s about the people: the people who run 
the businesses in town, it’s one of those 
things where I loved what I was doing, the 
people and the patrons,” Fraser said. 

Billings said the community expanded 
beyond year-round residents too. “The 
people who came back to their cottages for 
the summer were just as part of our family 
as the year-round community.”

Left: Vicki Fraser. Right: Marilyn Billings. Submitted.
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Huskies win in big return, drop next two
By Mike Baker
The Haliburton County Huskies returned to 
winning ways Feb. 4, recording a late 3-2 
victory over the Lindsay Muskies as the 
OJHL returned to action. 

Making the trip down Hwy. 35, the 
Huskies looked like a team with something 
to prove during the opening period, running 
a high-pace, physical game that the Muskies 
struggled to match. 

The team’s top line of Oliver Tarr, Patrick 
Saini and Christian Stevens saw lots of 
minutes as they kept the Muskies penned 
in their own end. Jack Staniland went close 
to giving the Huskies a deserved lead at the 
mid-point of the first, with a drive from the 
point striking the post.

As the period drew to a close, Muskies 
defenceman Logan Maunder threw a hit 
on Huskies forward Nicholas Athanasakos. 
The pair exchanged words and dropped 
the gloves, with Maunder getting the better 
of the exchange. With Athanasakos prone 
on the ice, his helmet having come off, 
Maunder threw another haymaker to the 
back of his head. Rushing to the aid of his 

downed teammate, Sam Solarino received 
a game misconduct for third man in, a rule 
designed to prevent other players from 
interfering in a fight. All three players were 
ejected from the game, while Solarino 
was handed an additional three-game 
suspension. 

Feeling aggrieved, the Huskies roared out 
of the gate in the second. Bryce Richardson 
gave the team the lead at 4:55, a scruffy 
powerplay marker after a scramble around 
the Muskies net. Oliver Tarr doubled the 
blue and white’s advantage at 16:37, tipping 
a Payton Schaly shot five-hole past the 
impressive Ethan Fraser. 

A moment of madness from Christian 
Stevens to start the third, blatantly slashing 
Muskies forward Jack Falkner gave the 
home team a path back into the game. Boyd 
Stahlbaum scored on the powerplay just 
three minutes into the period, bringing the 
Muskies back within one.

Two minutes later and Stevens found 
himself back in the box, this time for 
tripping. Almost a carbon copy of his first 
goal, Stahlbaum fired the game-tying tally 

past a helpless Christian Cicigoi at 6:36 of 
the period. 

The Huskies looked tired as the home 
side took control. Stahlbaum went close 
to completing his hat-trick before dogs’ 
defenceman Jonah Cochrane took centre 
stage. With less than three minutes on the 
clock, he picked up a puck from fellow 
blueliner Isaac Sooklal, steadied himself 
and fired past an unsighted Fraser, giving 
the Huskies an important two points.

“It’s a pretty big moment. Being a new 
organization this year, I think most people 
thought we were going to be a bottom end 
team, but we’re shocking a lot of people 
with the way we’re coming out and playing. 
We have skill, and we’re getting results,” 
Cochrane said. “I think we showed again 
tonight that we’re a team that can’t be taken 
easily.”

Dogs drop pair of games
The Huskies suffered a 3-0 defeat to the 
Wellington Dukes on their return to S.G. 
Nesbitt Memorial Arena Feb. 5, despite 
outshooting their opponents 36 to 15. 

Goals from Graham Dickerson, who 
scored twice, and Corbin Roach were 
enough to give the third-place Dukes a win 
over their East Division rivals.

Travelling to Toronto Feb. 7 for a tilt 
with the Jr. Canadiens, the Huskies found 
themselves on the wrong side of a 4-2 score 
line. 

After falling behind to a pair of quickfire 
goals at the beginning of the second period, 
recent acquisition Simon Rose and Stevens 
dug the Huskies out of a hole with goals six 
minutes apart across the second and third 
frame. 

While the dogs threatened to bite again, it 
was the Canadiens that got the all-important 
third goal, four minutes from the end of the 
game, before adding an empty-netter late 
on. 

The team remains in second place in the 
East Division, with 40 points in 32 games. 
They welcome the Toronto Patriots to town 
Feb. 11, with puck drop in Minden at 7:30 
p.m. 

Haliburton County Huskies forward Christian Stevens tips the puck narrowly wide during the second period of Friday’s 3-2 road victory over the Lindsay Muskies. The game was the 
blue and white’s first in over a month after the OJHL went on pause throughout January. Photo by Mike Baker.
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Saini lighting up OJHL, sets sights on NCAA
By Mike Baker
Haliburton County Huskies forward Patrick 
Saini is focused and keeping his skates 
firmly on the ground after impressive play 
this season put him on the radar of several 
top-tier NCAA hockey programs. 

The 18-year-old Toronto native is 
enjoying a breakout season in the OJHL, 
putting up 24 points in 20 games for the 
blue and white. He’s earned a spot on the 
Huskies’ top line, and is often rolled out in 
powerplay and penalty kill situations. 

He has been referred to as “Mr. 
Dependable” by coach Ryan Ramsay, who 
said he can always rely on Saini to make a 
difference. 

Saini admitted he’s come a long way since 
playing AA in the city. After developing 
with the Ted Reeve Thunder during his 
early years, he made the jump to AAA with 
the North York Rangers as a 15-year-old, 
suiting up in 33 games in 2018/19 and 
registering 33 points. His play earned him 
a spot with the Rangers at that year’s OHL 
Cup.

Heading into that competition, he was 
excited to share the ice with top NHL 
prospects Shane Wright, Brandt Clarke and 
Zachary Dean. He was named as one of 
‘50 Players to Watch’ at the tournament by 
Prospect Pipeline.

“That was definitely an eye-opener to 
what hockey is like at the highest level. It 
was really cool to be a part of that. It was a 
big deal. There were lots of fans there, and 

scouts. I really enjoyed it,” Saini said. 
Shortly after, following the 2019 OHL 

Priority Draft, Saini received a surprise call 
from Barclay Branch, then general manager 
of the Flint Firebirds.

“They selected me in the ninth round, 
which was pretty cool. I had never been 
drafted into anything before that, so there 
was definitely some emotion there. A proud 
moment, for sure,” Saini said. 

While the prospect of playing at the OHL 
level was tantalizing, Saini has always 
dreamed of playing NCAA hockey. With 
his father, a university professor, instilling 
in him from a young age the importance 
of education, Saini has his sights set 
on achieving his goal. He has talked to 
several schools, but is yet to make a firm 
commitment. Saini said he plans to study 
law wherever he ends up. 

There’s much he hopes to accomplish 
before then, though. With the Huskies 
currently sitting second in the East 
Division, Saini said the team is focused on 
making the playoffs and being competitive 
once there. 

“Rest of the season, I just want to lead 
by example. I always try to be the hardest 
working kid on the ice … and it really 
resonates when you see a guy giving 
everything he has. We have a great team, 
but we just need to take things one game at 
a time and keep our focus,” Saini said. “If 
we do all the little things right, I think it can 
be a really good year for us.” Patrick Saini has 24 points in 20 games for the Huskies this season. Photo by Tim Bates.
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Storm return to action with win
In their first meeting this year, the visiting team from Parry 
Sound and our own Highland Storm played a fast and 
furious game in Haliburton Saturday afternoon, Feb. 5.

The rafters were shaking and the game started out fairly 
even. Midway through the first period though Callum 
Merritt dangled a few slick moves and lit the light, 
completing a beautiful individual effort to make it 1-0 
Highland Storm. 

He did it again a few minutes later for a two-goal lead. 
The solid defence of Katie Lavalle, Jordyn Braun and 

Koen Kerkhof, including our all-star Goalie Moss Davis, 
kept Parry Sound at bay for the entire first period. 

The second period was more of the same. Some solid 
play up front by Evelyn Mardus, Bently Bull and Olivia 

Rickard resulted in a well-earned goal by Rickard to make 
it 3-0 Storm. It could have been 4-0 as Bull went bar down 
only to have the puck deflect on top of the net. 

Parry Sound began to push the play into the Storm’s end 
more often. Several great saves by Davis kept the score at 
3-0.

Our team was fortunate to have a new spark-plug suit up. 
He didn’t disappoint. Wyatt Braun potted two third period 
goals and it was 5-0 Storm. 

To their credit, Parry Sound never gave up and scored two 
in the third period to make the game closer. 

Credit to the Haliburton Storm. The team was short-
handed and only had eight skaters. This was a well-
deserved win, and the first of the year. Submitted.

Top: Koen Kerkhof skates behind the opponents’ net. Bottom: Callum Merritt shoots and scores on this play as the 
U11 LL Highland Storm defeated the visiting Parry Sound Shamrocks 5-2 Feb. 5. Photos by Lisa Gervais.
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MINDEN SUBARU

Hockey familiesHockey families    
drive a Subiedrive a Subie

13061 Hwy 35 N, Minden, ON • 705-286-6126 | minden.subarudealer.ca

RED URBAN 33 Bloor Street East, suite 1300, Toronto, Ontario M4W 3T4 416-324-6330

Client: Subaru File Name: SBU-ODA-P83527-E_Globe Page: 1 Production Artist(s): BK

Account Manager: Erika/Corina Creative Team: Justin/Ben Production Manager: Leah/Beth, Ext. 6344

Publication(s)/Application: Globe & Mail First Ins. Date: Mar 23 (due Mar 20)

Ad #: SBU-ODA-P83527-E Final Trim/Ad Size: 8.97"W x 20"H Bleed: N/A Live/Safety: N/A

Visible Opening: N/A File Scale: 100% Other Info: 266 ppi

Colours:  Cyan  Magenta  Yellow  Black

The snow is melting and the adventures are heating up. 
Tackle whatever spring decides to throw your way with 
standard Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel Drive.  

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

$28,096* $138
BI-WEEKLY 
0.5% APR FOR 
36 MOS. WITH 
$3,865 DOWN

78 BI-WEEKLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

The snow is melting and the adventures are heating up. 

Open up
 to Spring.

*MSRP of $25,995 on Forester 4dr Wgn 2.5i MT (JJ1X0). Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,725) Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($16.50), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($249). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. 
$0 security deposit. **Lease rate of 0.5% for 36 months. Lease rate includes additional Dealer rate reductions not advertised on Subaru.ca. Lease payments of $138 bi-weekly with $3,865 down payment. Total of 78 bi-weekly lease payments required during the lease term. Purchase Option $13,702 with $4,524 due on signing. Offers 
applicable on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/year for 36 months), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and � nancing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and � nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in 
may be required. Model shown: 2018 Forester 4dr Wgn 2.0XT Limited AT w/Eyesight (JJ2XE) with an MSRP of $39,495. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until March 31, 2018. Offer subject 
to change or cancellation without notice. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s 
Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details. 

Find your nearest Subaru dealer at Ontario.subarudealer.ca

MINDEN

Left: Bently Bull battles for the puck after a faceoff during the U11 Highland Storm’s match-up with the Parry Sound Shamrock Feb. 5. Right: Callum Merritt enters the Shamrocks’ 
zone along the boards. Photos by Lisa Gervais.

REP STARS

Callum Merritt scored two goals and skated hard for 
the whole game.

1

Wyatt Braun tallied a pair of goals and was fearless 
all game long. 

2

Olivia Rickard notched one goal and was solid down 
the middle all game. 

3

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5

U9 REP vs Millbrook ...............................5-1 L
U9 LL vs. Almaguin .................................4-1 L
U11 LL vs. Parry Sound ...........................5-2 W

U11 REP vs. Millbrook ..............................6-0 W
U13 REP vs. Durham ................................8-3 W
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MINDEN 
12621 Highway 35 Unit 1 
705-286-2911

WILBERFORCE 
2260 Loop Road 
705-448-2222

HALIBURTON 
191 Highland St., Suite 201,  
705-457-1011

KENNISIS LAKE 
4536 Kennisis Lake Road 

705-457-7025

Visit www.professionalsnorth.com for all RE/MAX listings

KEN & JACQUIE BARRY
705-754-5280 • 705-457-0652 705-754-5280 • 705-457-0652 

ken@kenbarry.com • jacquie@kenbarry.comken@kenbarry.com • jacquie@kenbarry.com  
ken@kenbarry.comken@kenbarry.com

REALTOR®BROKER

Thinking of 
moooving?

Give us a 
call!
Outstanding In Our Field

KELLY MERCER
cell: 705-455-7500 

 kelly@kelly-mercer.ca

VINCE DUCHENE
        cell: 705-457-0046 

           vince@vinceduchene.ca 
haliburtonhighlands-remax.cahaliburtonhighlands-remax.ca

999,900

BROKER

1108 Liswood Road next to Sir Sam’s Ski Area in Eagle Lake • over 3,600 sq ft of finished 
living space • 3 bedrooms + an office • 3 baths including 5 pc ensuite with jet tub • 

open concept LR/DR/KT with stone wood burning fireplace • screened porch off LR 
• covered BBQ deck attached to huge back deck • full finished lower level with bar 
and huge rec room • entire building is above grade except 1 bedroom & laundry/

utility areas • breezeway connects 2 car garage with loft • access to 3 lakes, Glen, 
Moose and Eagle Sam’s Ski area • 2 min drive to Eagle Lake Foodtown

SOLD

LYNDA LITWIN
cell: 705-457-8511 cell: 705-457-8511 

lynda@lyndalitwin.calynda@lyndalitwin.ca
www.Lynda@LyndaLitwin.cawww.Lynda@LyndaLitwin.ca

Moore Lake Year Round
• 165’ of Sand Bottom Shoreline • Flat Level Easy to Access 

Property • Four Bedroom Plus a Bunkie
• Lots of updates and Move in Condition

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
GRAEME WOODS

cell: 705-457-7025 cell: 705-457-7025 
graeme@graemewoods.com graeme@graemewoods.com 

graemewoods.comgraemewoods.com

Prime location, with just under 40 acres of privacy. This property has over 300 ft of road frontage, 
directly across from Cranberry Lake and 200M from the public boat launch. Level driveway is in, multiple 
building sites, hydro at the lot line, septic approval in place for a four bedroom system, this property is 
ready for your dream home. Located five minutes to Eagle Lake or West Guilford Shopping centers and 
10 minutes into Haliburton Village. The property is perfectly level from the road into the building sites, 
a rare find in the Highlands. If you are looking for privacy and space to roam, yet still close to all of the 

amenities you need, then look no further, this is the property you have been waiting for.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LISA MERCER
BROKER

cell: 705-457-0364 cell: 705-457-0364 
lisa@lisamercer.ca lisa@lisamercer.ca 

lisamercer.calisamercer.ca

BUYING OR SELLING?BUYING OR SELLING?
Give me a call.Give me a call.  

705-448-2222 • 705-457-0580
HaliburtonHighlands-Remax.ca

HIGHLAND GROVE - $69,900
Check out this 3.4-acre lot located on a Municipal year-
round rd! It might be the perfect spot to escape to! The 
property nicely treed, has a rolling terrain & is situated 

between Wilberforce & Bancroft! Haliburton County has many 
recreational activities to enjoy plus there are many area lakes 

with public access and there are snowmobile & ATV trails 
in the area too! Perfect for the outdoor enthusiast! Price is 

subject to HST. Call now!
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BROKER

WILBERFORCE BRANCH

TERRY CARR
cell: 705-935-1011 cell: 705-935-1011 

terry@movingthehighlands.com terry@movingthehighlands.com 
movingthehighlands.commovingthehighlands.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

IT’S ALMOST HERE! 
WATCH FOR OUR 

COMING IN EARLY MARCH OR  
REACH OUT TO US AND GET ON THE 

LIST!

2021  
MARKET REPORTCrystal Lake Area 

105 acres very close to Crystal Lake and access to water - rolling 
mixed bush - borders crown land - road access along open 

concession to property - very private

TED VASEY
cell: 705-455-2034 
 ted@tedvasey.ca

tedvasey.ca

299,000

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
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Highlander people

HAVE AN OPINION?  
Send your letters to  
editor@thehighlander.ca 
(300 words max)

From Haliburton and Huntsville,
to Halifax and Hong Kong,
We’ve been building
award-winning
log & timber homes
since 1979!

confederationloghomes.com

Skin Tech
Yvonne Kreuzwiesner 
Licensed Medical Esthetician

Licenced Trainer / Owner
A.I.A. Aesthetic Member

416-806-9682
skintechfaceandbodycare.com

ykreuz@hotmail.com

Face and Body Care

705-489-1598
50 York Street, Unit 5
Haliburton, Ontario

Lorraines Floral CreationsLorraines Floral Creations

info@lorrainesfloralcreations.ca
705-344-1531

MMaakkee  tthhaatt  ssppeecciiaall  ssoommeeoonnee''ss  hheeaarrtt  
ssmmiillee  tthhiiss  VVaalleennttiinneess  wwiitthh  flfloowweerrss  
ffrroomm  LLoorrrraaiinneess  FFlloorraall  CCrreeaattiioonnss..

LLaarrggee  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  rroosseess,,  flfloowweerrss,,  
aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  aanndd  ppllaannttss..

DDeelliivveerriinngg  ttoo  aallll  llooccaall  aarreeaass

Notice of Fee By-Law 
Amendments

Dysart et al Council, at their February 22, 2022 meeting, 
will be considering changes to Fee By-Law 2021-83 to 
incorporate a fee structure for use of the Haliburton 
Welcome Centre Washrooms during events in the park. 

Further information on these fee changes will be available 
on https://www.dysartetal.ca/. 

Andrea Mueller, Manager of Programs and Events

Blues keep Pat going
By Sam Gillett
Three hundred shows. That’s a 
milestone Patrick Monaghan thought 
he might not achieve before he slipped 
on the headphones Jan. 25 to start 
another edition of the Buckslide Blues 
Cruise.

Monaghan was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer in 2019. Difficult 
months of cancer treatment, surgery, 
and recovery meant many past hobbies 
were out of reach. His weekly two-
hour deep dive into the world of blues 
kept him going.

“It’s really been a blessing. I can 
distract myself and get buried into the 
next blues show I’m working on. It’s 
given me a reason to go forward.”

Monaghan was spotted by CanoeFM 
volunteers at the Haliburton farmers 
market five years ago. They said his 
voice was perfect for radio. 

Monaghan agreed to the gig, and 
Blues was the genre that fit him best. 
As a teen, Monaghan didn’t know 
his favourite rockers could trace their 
musical lineage to the Blues. 

The Buckslide Blues Cruise sails 
from “Lead Belly to Led Zeppelin,” 
Monaghan said. “And there’s a lot of 
music in between.” 

He’s a bit of a perfectionist: pouring 
over his CD collection, cross-
referencing notes on artists and songs 
and ensuring he adds some trivia to the 

mix: ask him how Led Zeppelin got its 
name. 

“I enjoy teaching [listeners] 
something they didn't know,” he said. 

Since Monaghan took over the Blues 
slot at Canoe he’s dived into the Blues 
community. 

He won a National Campus Radio 
Award for the Best Jazz or Blues 
Music Show in 2020. In producing 
the show he’s developed a network 
of listeners and friends who love the 
soulful songs and bassy rhythms of the 
Blues too. 

It’s meant he’s been able to work 
directly with Blues bands across 
Ontario, lining up shows at festivals 
and clubs, as well as developing 
relationships with studios that will 
send music for Monaghan to check 
out, and hopefully play, on his show. 

“They’ve come to trust me. I have 
a few bands that will give me a call 
and ask questions. I never thought my 
opinion mattered, but obviously it does 
and I’m rather proud of that.” 

Friends in the Blues put on a benefit 
concert for Monaghan in 2019, raising 
money to fund the expensive burden 
that is cancer treatment. 

“One of the most difficult things 
was to get up on stage and keep my 
emotions together,” he said. “I thought 
I was just … bugging these people. 
I became part of that community 
and I became very grateful. That’s 

something I’ve loved all my life and I 
never imagined being on the inside.” 

In 2020, Monaghan went to 
Memphis, Tennessee for the 
International Blues Challenge. Photos 
from the time show him flashing his 
signature thumbs-up beside up-and-
coming blues talents from Canada 
and the U.S. nearly always dressed in 
CanoeFM hats and shirts.

“I try to colour-coordinate,” he said 
with a chuckle. 

He recorded nearly 200 “stingers,” 
with musicians lending their voice 
to segments played on the CanoeFM 
show regularly. 

“I kind of think with what I’m 
dealing with, when I’m well enough to 
go to these events, that's my reward for 
dealing with the disease,” Monaghan 
said. 

As he hit show 300, Monaghan said 
he wanted to extend “gratitude to all 
the people involved” in his Blues 
journey. “Whether it be the people at 
the station, the listeners, the promoter.”

Every Tuesday he’s able, Monaghan 
will slip on the headphones and thumb 
through his notes, bringing listeners far 
and wide on a journey of rhythm and 
soul. 

“My job is to go out there and keep 
the blues alive,” he said. “For the past 
while, the Blues has been keeping me 
alive.” 

Patrick Monaghan poses with a cake his mother baked to celebrate his 300th show. Photo by Sam Gillett. 
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Highlander outdoors

LouLouie’sie’s

FULL SERVICE DETAIL CENTRE

705-455-3691• 705-455-7018705-455-3691• 705-455-7018
LOCATED AT 14367 HWY 118

Auto,Boats & RV’s 

CERAMIC COATING NOW AVAILABLECERAMIC COATING NOW AVAILABLE

CAR CARE & DETAIL CENTRE

FULL SERVICE DETAILING

$15 EXT WASH WITH SPRAY WAX

$75

$89 $110 $130
CAR SUV FULL SIZE TRUCK

INTERIOR DETAILING
FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER

RUSTPROOFING - NO DRIP - FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER FLUID

RAW DOG FOOD • WILD ANIMAL FEED  
• PET FOOD & SUPPLIES • BIRD SEED & 

FEEDERS • HORSE SUPPLIES & TACK  
• LIVESTOCK FEED • FARM SUPPLIES  

• FENCING • GRASS SEED

IN STORE OR CURB-SIDE PICKUP * DELIVERY AVAILABLE TO HALIBURTON, MINDEN, 
NORLAND, KINMOUNT, GELERT, COBOCONK AND SURROUNDING AREAS

OUR FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL STAFF ARE ALWAYS WILLING TO CARRY OUT TO YOUR VEHICLE

131 BOBCAYGEON RD. MINDEN, ON • 705-286-2801
MINDENMERCANTILE@GMAIL.COM

STORE HOURS
MON-FRI 8AM-5PM, SAT 8AM-4PM, SUNDAY CLOSED

All Promotions valid February 2022 or while supplies last

Buy a Bag of Nutram Dog or 
Cat Food and Get $10 OFF
Minden Mercantile will also 
give $1 to a local pet charity

Buy a bag of Primal Raw 
Food for Dog or Cat 

(3LB+),  
Get a FREE Topper

(bone broth, elixer or 
small goat milk)

Maple Syrup 
Tapping Supplies in 

stock

Gelert Garden  
Heirloom Seeds in 

stock

PHOTO OF THE WEEK 
Send your photos of Haliburton  

County to editor@thehighlander.ca

Ice racing returns to Minden fairgrounds
By Lisa Gervais
The Minden fairgrounds was the place to 
be Feb. 5-6 as Canadian Automobile Sport 
Clubs Ontario Region ice racing returned to 
the frozen oval. The Minden Kinsmen Club 
had the track in perfect condition for two 
days of racing. Fans lined the snowbanks. 

Ice racing director, Brad Elkins said, “the 
racers are extremely happy to be back at 

the fairgrounds ice racing. It's a fun and 
exciting activity that helps break up the 
long winter months. There was a good 
turn out of competitors throughout all 12 
classes of rubber to ice and street stud cars. 
It was encouraging to see a large number 
of rookies willing to give ice racing a try. It 
was good to see our local fans returning to 
watch.”

He thanked The Minden Kin Club, The 

Township of Minden Hills, the staff in the 
food booth and all the Peterborough Motor 
Sports Club volunteers that help make the 
event happen.

Each weekend is run by a different 
member club of the Canadian Automobile 
Sport Clubs Ontario Region. 

PMSC hosted the Feb 5-6 weekend and 
will also host the CASC CO-OP Feb 12-13. 
The British Automobile Racing Club takes 

its turn Feb 19-20; the Twin Lakes Motor 
Club Feb 26-27 and the Toronto Auto Club 
Mar 5-6.

“We continue to run for the next four 
weekends subject to suitable weather 
conditions. Hoping our friendly groundhog 
was right,” he said about a projected later 
start to spring. 

Top left: Cars 59 driven by Al Hogan, and 196, piloted by Alex Drummond, battle for position on a corner. Top right: Drummond, a rookie, checks his tires. Bottom left: The green flag 
drops to indicate the start of another race. Middle: A frozen Tom Prentice truck. Right: This plate, ‘Icedad’ shows the passion. Photos by Lisa Gervais.
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What’s on

TERRY CARR
cell: 705-935-1011 cell: 705-935-1011 

terry@movingthehighlands.com terry@movingthehighlands.com 
movingthehighlands.commovingthehighlands.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

DO YOU WANT TO BUILD A SNOWMAN?
for your chance to win a $200 gift card to a local 

business of your choice

1. Pick up your snowman kit 
from Minden Re/Max  
(1 per family)

2. Build your snowman

3. Take a photo of your 
snowman and post on either 
Facebook or Instagram 
#MovingTheHighlands

4. Like us on Facebook OR 
follow us on Instagram Must complete 

ALL steps for entry

Falling in love at Abbey Gardens all over again
By Lisa Gervais
When Abbey Gardens hosted a Christmas 
market Dec. 4, 2021, they expected 100 
to 150 people. They ended up with more 
than 650.

Director of operations Ashley 
McAllister said they were “completely 
blown away” with how many people 
came out.

“It just became really clear that there 
was a need for people to get outdoors, 
have a little bit of fun, hang out with 
their friends, safely-distanced, and just 
celebrate something,” she said.

After that, she and her staff began 
brainstorming the next big thing. They’ll 
be hosting Cupid’s Carnival Feb. 12 
from 2-8 p.m. outside at Abbey Gardens, 
Haliburton Highlands Brewery and in 
the Food Hub as well as all over the 
extensive grounds. 

“We are lucky we have a whole 
property that is accessible,” McAllister 
said.

“People can really choose to stay as 
long as they want. There’s snowshoes for 
rent if they want to go out on the trails; 
the disc golf course is accessible all 
winter long. There’s a tobogganing hill in 
the little pit.

“But in the actual carnival space, which 
is happening in the brewery parking lot, 
we have a few vendor booths, we have 
a skating rink, we are extending the 
brewery patio so there will be fire pits 

and places to sit as well as live music.”
With Valentine’s Day in mind, she 

added there’ll be a love potion cabin, 
with hot chocolate and “cute little pink 
drinks” that people can enjoy while 
walking around. Beaver Tails is coming 
with its food truck.

Admission to those events is by 
donation.

There are also paid add-ons, which 
include: a Valentine’s charcuterie board 
for two; self-guided beer and truffle 
tasting; pony-powered date night; and 
self-guided beer tasting and charcuterie 
board. 

McAllister said the intent is “to amplify 
their experience a little bit … so they 
can have an experience while they’re 
there, not just sitting on the patio, there’s 
something active to do.”

The other add-ons include a reading 
from a psychic medium for people or 
their pets as well as cooking and craft 
workshops. 

The workshops will be staged on the 
verandah at the food hub and include: 
farmhouse Valentine crafts; cooking 
decorating with Butter Love Baking and 
Valentine’s Day craft and story time for 
children.

People must book and pay for the 
add-on experiences through the Abbey 
Gardens website at abbeygardens.ca

“Other than that, it’s just come and 
wander,” McAllister said. Irene Heaven and Cara Steele preparing for Cupid’s Carnival. Submitted.

Staanworth Non-Profit Housing Corp., the largest affordable 
housing provider in Minden Hills, is seeking new volunteers to 
enrich its Board of Directors.  If you want to make a tangible 
contribution to our community, please consider joining the 
Staanworth Board.

If you have experience in general management and 
administration, financial management or asset management, 
we would like to hear from you.  Skills and experience in 
engineering, project planning, project management, affordable 
housing or previous board experience would all be welcome 
strengths.  We are looking for positive team players with strong 
communication skills who can help us fulfill our mission to 
provide safe, well-maintained affordable housing opportunities 
for independent living in Minden Hills for seniors and families.

Please tell us about your interest in affordable housing and 
highlight your skills and experience by e-mail to: 
John du Manoir at StaanPres@bell.net

Staanworth
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Highlander classifieds
HOME & COTTAGE

INSULATED CONCRETE 
FORMS (ICF)
Insulation, vapour barruer 
& studs in one form 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
FOR AN ICF BUILD
Block, rebar, foam, bracing, 
zip ties & more

GUIDED INSTALLS &  
EXPERIENCED LOCAL 
BUILDER REFERRALS

BILL WOOD
7581 Hwy 118, Minden Hills

• C: 647.236.WOOD • O: 705.306.4911
everythingicf.ca • info@everythingicf.ca 

TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certified Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

HOME & COTTAGE

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION 
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 |  
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

Get in front of The Highlands, all-year round
Reach 8,000 by print and 7,000 by email by advertising in The Highlander.  

Call 705-457-2900 or email sales@thehighlander.ca

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF: 
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION 

FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS, 
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING, 

BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES, 
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

DON BARKER HEATING & COOLING

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$400 per Bush Delivered
Seasoned

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

Tim Kegel
incineratingtoilets.ca  

info@incineratingtoilets.ca

Call us to find out more about 
INCINERATING TOILETS!

TIRED OF COMPOSTING TOILETS?

Eco- friendly • Only ash remains!  
Bus: 705-341-9170 
Fax: 705-489-4522
kegelheatingandcooling@hotmail.com

• Geothermal 
• Furnaces 
• Fireplaces 
• Hot Water Tanks 
• Air Conditioning 
• Hrv’s  
• Radiant Floor Heating 
• Chimneys 
• Ductwork 
• Radiant Tube Heaters
• Gas Piping 
• Boilers
• AND MORE!

Tim Kegel

STILL  ACCEPTING CONSTRUCTION WASTE

Cut, Hand Split, Delivered $350/single bush cord  
Multiple Cord Rates $325 + delivery

Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

RHYME FROM  
THE WOOD MAN
Before the end of May,  

have your wood stacked  
& piled away.

So by the Fall, you will have  
the best wood of all.

CALL BRIAN 705-930-7198 

FIREWOOD
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Put It Down by Barbara Olson
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SOLUTIONS FOR FEBRUARY 10

Highlander classifieds

IN MEMORIAM

OBITUARIES SERVICES

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

WANTED

MOVING SALE

NOTICES

Say No to Condos on 
Grass Lake Wetlands 

fograsslake@gmail.com
by Friends of Grass Lake

Courts: MINDEN • LINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL  

CAS MATTERS  

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street,  
2nd Floor - Box 648,  
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

HOME & COTTAGE

GOING AWAY? 
Read the complete paper online 
each week. Sign up at  
TheHighlander.ca

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

SPECIALIZING  
IN COTTAGES  
INCLUDING RENTALS

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

In Loving Memory of   
Madeline Marion Peacock 

1931 - 2022
Passed away peacefully at Highland Wood LTC, 
Haliburton on Monday, January 31, 2022 .

She is predeceased by her husband Bill (2014). 
Mother of Marilyn Wagg (Doug) and Murray 
(Diane-deceased). Grandmother of Steven Wagg 

(Patricia), Ron Wagg (Kelly), Michael Peacock (Natalie), Aaron Peacock, 
Jordan Peacock (Madeline) and great grandmother of Kaela, Lucas, Bronwyn, 
Adele, Melissa Wagg and Garrett, Eli, Brayden, Callie and Thomas Peacock. 
Predeceased by her siblings Scott, Emmy, Iva, Andy, Mildred, Ira and Margarite.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a Graveside Committal Service and Interment 
will be held at the Glamorgan Cemetery, Gooderham in the Spring.

Memorial Donations to the Haliburton Highlands 
Health Services Foundation (HHHSF) would be 
appreciated by the family and can be arranged through 
the Gordon A. Monk Funeral Home Ltd., P.O. Box 427, 
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0. www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

In Loving Memory of   
Robert J. Colwell

August 17, 1928 to February 10, 2021

Those we love don't go away.
 They walk beside us every day,

 unseen, unheard, but always near.
 Still missed and very dear.

The Colwell Family

In Memory of
Robert J. Colwell

August 17, 1928 to February 10, 2021

Those we love don’t go away. They walk beside us 
every day, unseen, unheard, but always near.  

Still missed and very dear.

The Colwell Family

In Loving Memory of

James Henry 
Hunt 

(Resident of  Haliburton, Ontario) 
June 8, 1934 - February 6, 2022

Beloved husband of Ruth, 
loving father of Brad (Lorrie), 
Lori, Greg (Christine), 

Gary, Rob (Susan), and Ed (Leigh). Grandfather to 
Madeline (Brian), Melissa (Paul), Mitchell (Cassie), 
Lauren – predeceased, Colin, Emma, Tom (Kristina), 
Ben (Jennifer), Harry – predeceased, and Travis. 
Great grandfather of Leo, Riley, Hannah, and 
Harper. James is predeceased by his brothers, 
sisters, and Delores Hunt. Jim was a Markham 
boy, successful salesman, hunter with Springer 
Spaniels, fisherman, hockey coach, Lions Club & 
Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association member.

Family Graveside Service
Spring interment at Twelve Mile Lake Cemetery. 
Arrangements have been entrusted to HALIBURTON 
COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME 13523 Hwy 
#118 Haliburton, Ontario 705-457-9209. As an 
expression of sympathy, donations to Guide 
Dogs Canada, Extendicare 
Proud Pioneers, or Haliburton 
Highlands Health Services would 
be appreciated by the family. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

LAWYER

SNOWPLOWING, road & driveway cleaning & 
widening, sidewalk & roof shoveling. Dangerous tree 
removal. Seniors discount. Call or text 705-457-0710 

DRIVEWAY SNOW BLOWING / roof and deck 
shoveling. Contact by calling or texting 705-457-
8784

The Royal Canadian Legion Minden Branch has a 
2 bedroom self-contained second floor apartment 
available from March 1st. Private entrance with deck, 
Heat, A/C, Hydro, water, parking and Wi-Fi included. 
Rental rate $1,400.00 per month. No smoking, pets 
or children and references with credit check required. 
Applications available a the Legion Monday to 
Friday, Noon to 4:00 p.m. 

CANOE – 14ft Langford “Heritage” canoe, Ceder 
strip. New last year, hasn’t been in the water. $5,500. 
TRAILER – 6ft X 12ft Aluminum Apogee folding 
trailer. New last year. $5,500. DRUMS – 5 pc Pearl 
$500. Call John at 705-457-7987 

CENTRAL BOILER Classic Edge 750 Titanium 
Series outdoor furnace. Purchased in 2019 and in 
service for 3 years. Can be seen in operation. Call 
705-754-2639 

2011 NISSAN JUKE SL AWD Xtronic CVT. 
223,000 kms. Asking $4,000. or best offer. Call 705-
286-0204 

2014 ARCADIA - Carfax report available. 7 seater, 
195,000 kms, asking $11,999. Call or text 416-579-
5901 

SCRAP VEHICLES – Cars, trucks, farm equipment. 
Site cleanup. Contact DW text 705-457-0710 

MOVING SALE – Everything must go! Wood 
stoves, tools, furniture, vehicles, bldg. materials, 
appliances, etc. If you need it, we probably have it! 
Call Joe 705-306-0979 

HELP WANTED

MARK’S RESTAURANT – Waitress required. No 
experience necessary. $15 / hour plus gratuities. Call 
705-286-1818 ask for Wilson or drop resume off at 
Mark’s Restaurant, Minden 

MAPLE AVENUE TAP & GRILL – 2 Line Cooks, 
experienced in Breakfest, Lunch & Dinner. Prep 
person required for morning shift. Dishwasher 
required. Call Andy at 705-306-0964 
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HELP WANTED

It’s what everyone’s reading 

Full-Charge Bookkeeper (Contract)

RPM Marinas is looking for a full-charge bookkeeper to join our fun, friendly team.

This is a great opportunity for a team-player who wants to get their teeth into the books of two companies 
 - one of which has multiple locations.

You’ll be an experienced self-starter who is happy multitasking, and you’ll have first-class communication, 
organizational and customer service skills. You’ll also be good at software such as Microsoft Excel, the Google 

platforms, and QuickBooks. Experience with CDK LightSpeed is an asset.

This is a 12-month contract to cover a maternity leave, with potential to extend.

Typical Duties include:
•  Managing the full-cycle accounting functions, working closely with the team to prioritize deadlines and   
 business needs 
• Processing accounts payable and accounts receivable 
• Managing bank/credit card and general ledger reconciliations, as well as payroll processing 
• Analyzing balance sheet accounts on a regular basis
• Preparing government remittances for payroll, HST, EHT, WSIB, and subsidy.
• Payroll processing bi-weekly, including all remittances and reporting
• Preparing month and year-end working documentation
• Researching and reconciling discrepancies and ensuring that the accounting is in good order.
• Support team members with other duties and task as required such as answering phones etc.
• Occasional weekend, evenings are required, plus travel to other locations.

Job Type: Full-time 44 hours/week (contract with potential for extension)
Salary: based on experience

TO APPLY, EMAIL CHERYL@HALIBURTONRPM.COM

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

HELP WANTED

THE CORPORATION OF THE COUNTY OF HALIBURTON 
Requires 

One (1) Permanent Truck Driver/Equipment Operators
Successful applicant will possess an AZ licence and have experience operating heavy 

equipment. Hourly rate is $25.78.

Two (2) Seasonal 1 Operators
Successful applicant will possess a DZ licence and have road maintenance and repair 

experience. Hourly rate is $24.24.

Two (2) Seasonal Flagperson/Labourers
Successful applicant will possess a G licence and have experience in manual labour 

positions. Hourly rate is $17.96.

These are unionized CUPE positions. Visit our website at  
www.haliburtoncounty.ca/careers for detailed postings and job descriptions.

Please forward your resume to shume@haliburtoncounty.ca  no later than Friday 
February 25th, 2022 at 12:00pm.    

We thank all who apply for this position; however only those selected for an interview 
will be contacted.

The County of Haliburton is an equal employer.  Accommodation can be provided in all 
steps of the hiring process, please contact Human Resources for further details.

In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 
the information gathered will be used solely for the purpose of job selection.

 
 

The Corporation of the County of Haliburton 
 

Requires a  
Seasonal Flagperson/Labourer 

 
The County of Haliburton Roads Department is accepting 
applications from qualified individuals interested in obtaining a 
Seasonal Flagperson/Labourer position. The hourly rate for this 
unionized CUPE Local 1960 position is $17.35/hr. 
 
The successful candidate will have experience in traffic control 
and be able to perform heavy manual labour duties in an outside 
environment.  Possession of a DZ licence will be considered an 
asset. 
 
Visit our website at www.haliburtoncounty.ca for a detailed job 
description 
 
Please forward your resume to abull@county.haliburton.on.ca  
no later than 4:30pm on Friday, March 20, 2020.     

 
We thank all who apply for this position, however only those 

selected for an interview will be contacted. 
The County of Haliburton is an equal opportunity employer.  
Accommodation can be provided in all steps of the hiring 
process.  For accommodation options and to ensure full and 
equal access during the recruitment and selection process, 
contact Human Resources. 

In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act, the information gathered will be used 
solely for the purpose of job selection. 

Hall for Rent

Call 705-457-9664, or email hhoa@bellnet.ca
Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association,  

6712 Gelert Rd., Haliburton

Nice clean, bright space available for training, 
meetings, and family gatherings.

Tables, chairs, and kitchen available.
1/2 day-$75, full day-$125,  

licensed event-$200.
All events are subject to Covid protocols.

 
 

Township of Algonquin Highlands 
requires a 

 
Deputy Chief Building Official / 

By-Law Officer 
 

The Township of Algonquin Highlands is seeking   
applications from qualified persons for the 

position of Deputy Chief Building Official/By-Law 
Officer.  

 
Algonquin Highlands offers a competitive salary 

and excellent benefits package.  Join a 
dedicated team that strives to make us the best 

place to live, work and play. 
 

Visit our website at: www.algonquinhighlands.ca 
for the full job description. 

 
Please submit your resume and cover letter by 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 18, 2022 to: 

 
Dawn Mugford-Guay 

Human Resources Coordinator 
Township of Algonquin Highlands 

1123 North Shore Road 
Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1 

Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca 
 

Township of Algonquin Highlands
Parks, Recreation and Trails Department

We are seeking to fulfill the following seasonal
positions;

 Five (5) Dorset Tower Attendants
 Two (2) Seasonal Student Trail Technicians

 Four (4) Stewardship Youth Rangers
 One (1) Stewardship Youth Ranger Team Lead

For the complete job descriptions, please visit our
website at www.algonquinhighlands.ca

Please submit your resume and cover letter by
3:00 p.m. on Monday, February 28, 2022 to:

Dawn Mugford-Guay,
Human Resources Coordinator

Township of Algonquin Highlands
1123 North Shore Road

Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1
Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca

 
 

Township of Algonquin Highlands 
requires a 

 
Deputy Chief Building Official / 

By-Law Officer 
 

The Township of Algonquin Highlands is seeking   
applications from qualified persons for the 

position of Deputy Chief Building Official/By-Law 
Officer.  

 
Algonquin Highlands offers a competitive salary 

and excellent benefits package.  Join a 
dedicated team that strives to make us the best 

place to live, work and play. 
 

Visit our website at: www.algonquinhighlands.ca 
for the full job description. 

 
Please submit your resume and cover letter by 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 18, 2022 to: 

 
Dawn Mugford-Guay 

Human Resources Coordinator 
Township of Algonquin Highlands 

1123 North Shore Road 
Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1 

Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca 
 

Township of Algonquin Highlands requires a

By-Law Enforcement Officer

The Township of Algonquin Highlands is seeking 
applications from qualified persons for the position of  

By-Law Enforcement Officer.

Algonquin Highlands offers a competitive salary and 
excellent benefits package. Join a dedicated team that 
strives to make us the best place to live, work and play.

Visit our website at: www.algonquinhighlands.ca  
for the full job description.

Please submit your resume and cover letter by
3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 25, 2022 to:

Dawn Mugford-Guay
Human Resources Coordinator

Township of Algonquin Highlands
1123 North Shore Road

Algonquin Highlands, ON K0M 1J1
Email: dmugfordguay@algonquinhighlands.ca

SIRCH is hiring  
2 full time servers / cashiers to help in 
the Bistro and Marketplace. Experience 
as a server, barista, or in retail preferred.  

Email info@sirch.on.ca



Thursday February 10 2022 | Issue 527 23TheHighlander

Highlander puzzles

5 1 3 8 4

6 7 3

1 3 8

4 7 6

2 9 1

4 5 2

1 5 8

8 5 2

1 5 8 6 9

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.54)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Mon Feb  7 21:02:41 2022 GMT. Enjoy!

SUDOKU

A Case of the DTs by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords

E
1

N
2

O
3

T
4

E
5

T
6

W
7

I
8

T
9

E
10

E
11

L
12

L
13

O C A L H
14

I E R A
15

N A

B
16

I T T Y B
17

I D D Y R
18

G S

O
19

D A U
20

N O S
21

E
22

P I A

W
23

E D D
24

I
25

N G W E
26

T T I N G

S
27

A S E S A
28

S S E E N

L
29

A P
30

C
31

A
32

T C
33

E E

B
34

I
35

T T E R B I D
36

D
37

E R

C
38

A S C
39

U S T O M

A
40

R I S
41

T
42

A W
43

E R
44

E
45

A
46

B
47

E T T I N G
48

B
49

E
50

D D I N G

A
51

D E E P O
52

E R O
53

T O

N
54

A V O
55

D
56

D E R O
57

T
58

T E R

A
59

L E F
60

O O T C
61

I E R A

S
62

L R F
63

A T S T
64

E R S E

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONSPuzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.56)

4 5 1 6 9 7 3 2 8
9 7 8 2 3 5 6 4 1
6 3 2 1 4 8 5 9 7
2 8 9 7 6 3 4 1 5
1 6 5 8 2 4 9 7 3
7 4 3 9 5 1 2 8 6
5 1 6 4 7 9 8 3 2
8 2 4 3 1 6 7 5 9
3 9 7 5 8 2 1 6 4

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Thu Jan 20 18:37:22 2022 GMT. Enjoy!

Thursday February 4 2021 | Issue 476 23TheHighlander

Highlander puzzles

2 8 6 4

6 4 1 2 3

4 5

7 1

6 5 8 3 9

2 6

8 5

9 4 6 7 8

7 2 3 4

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.52)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Wed Feb  3 16:31:22 2021 GMT. Enjoy!

SUDOKU

The Good, the Bad and 

the Wacky

by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords

C
1

U
2

S
3

P
4

C
5

L
6

A
7

P
8

L
9

L
10

A
11

M
12

A
13

H
14

O W I L
15

A D A E
16

U R O S

A
17

F A N U
18

P A T A
19

C I D S

R
20

A N K A
21

N D P R O
22

F I L E

I
23

R K T
24

O U L A

L
25

O
26

V
27

E M E C
28

O N T E N D
29

E
30

R
31

E
32

W E S R
33

U R T
34

O O L E

G
35

E R S
36

S E M
37

G
38

S Y
39

M A

A
40

T B A
41

T U
42

F O G
43

O A D

L
44

O S T A N
45

D
46

P R O F
47

O U N D

T
48

R O I S D
49

I T

C
50

I
51

R C U S C O
52

N T E N
53

T
54

S
55

J
56

O N A H B
57

A L E V
58

I B E

A
59

S I C E A
60

L A W E
61

L A N

M
62

I T T S R
63

E F S N
64

E R D

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!

Be Fuddled by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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Across

1 Sonny's honey, once

5 "Dix" x "cent"

10 High times in England?

14 Idée ___ (obsession)

15 Caribbean percussion 

instruments

17 Meadows

18 One holding a chicken appy?

19 Type of bank acct.

21 What a dog is perpetually on 

the wrong side of, per Ogden 

Nash

22 Carry-___ (hand luggage)

23 Scott Joplin tune for happy 

puppies?

28 Hanoi's country

29 Admiral's rear

32 Rule-breaking, as some verbs: 

Abbr.

33 Folder for unwanted email

36 Vancouver poet laureate 

Evelyn ___

37 Hand-flapping nut job?

41 Go from ___ B

42 "It's not ___" ("I can hack it")

43 Montreal Expos div., once

45 Hands-on Japanese healing

48 Hair stylist for an Anne Shirley 

portrayer

50 Shania on the lam?

53 "The Lord of the Rings" beast

56 "Well, jeepers"

57 Suffix with Caesar

58 Vigil for the dead in a 

vegetable patch?

62 Armed Forces Sgt. and Cpl.

65 Got even with

66 "Keen!"

67 Keys not found on typewriters

68 Rulers before Lenin

69 Doesn't just wonder about

Down

1 Org. for Lions and Tiger-Cats

2 Hotfoot it, old-style

3 Frustrate to no end

4 Add another dash to the dish

5 Counsellor's deg.

6 "Lord, is ___?" (Last Supper 

question)

7 Assist, before "hand"

8 ___ lamb (meat order)

9 Rib prodders

10 Singer's syllable

11 Its symbol is €

12 "You got that right!"

13 Rus. regions on pre-'90s maps

16 Do an exterminator's job

20 Starbucks 20-ouncer

23 Brutus's 1006

24 Combat for ace Billy Bishop, 

e.g.

25 Git through yer head

26 Digital publications

27 Yiddish moola

30 Native American rituals to end 

droughts

31 Cells' centres

34 ___-pitch softball

35 ___ Bubba bubble gum

38 What "les yeux" do

39 None, with "a one"

40 "It's ___" ("See you then")

44 Seaside soarer

46 Baked pudding, in Jewish 

cuisine

47 A party to the con job

49 Start to a bratty request

51 ___ the custom (traditionally)

52 "___ maroon!" (Bugs Bunny 

comment about the hunter 

parodied in this puzzle)

53 Tyrannical boss

54 Former politician Bob, and 

others

55 Broadcast media watchdog: 

Abbr.

59 Word preceding "Boot" or 

"Kapital"

60 Flooey lead-in

61 Magazine masthead figs.

63 Yellow-ribbon tree of song

64 Peter, Paul and Mary titles: 

Abbr.

705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca
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Don’t keep  
   me a secret!

Broker

In the market to buy a home or  
cottage? Feel free to give me a call

Puzzle 1 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.34)
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Aha, Now I C! by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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Across

1 Dark, igneous rock

7 Word with chicken or small

10 Diplomas for aspiring CEOs

14 "Ya kiddin' me?"

15 Aberdeen agreement

16 In ___ (going nowhere)

17 Dinner guest who's bouncing 

off the walls?

19 Québec's Lévesque

20 "Yes Minister" network

21 Write "dele" or "stet"

22 Internet connection?

23 Innocent miss with a wry sense 

of humour?

26 Hissed "Hey!"

28 "___ me" (blackjack request)

29 Unlikely sizes for CFL players

30 This or that, in Trois-Rivières

31 Result of pulling the goalie

34 Bomb bigtime in a debate?

38 Six- ___ (tall types)

39 M ÷ IV

40 Gibbon, e.g.

42 Actor Wheaton

43 Add fuel to the fire

45 Milk pail on an old country 

farm?

49 About 39 inches

50 Common lunch time

51 Fanatic fan's feeling

54 Hen, to a fox

55 Anxiety when the Domino's 

delivery arrives?

58 Meeting agenda subject

59 IMer's "I did NOT need to 

know that!"

60 Canadian ___ (home/crafts 

magazine)

61 Heavy reading?

62 Easy target on April 1

63 Snide remarks

Down

1 Explosive after H, or expletive 

after F

2 Moby's hunter

3 Lip ___ contest

4 Vowel string

5 Bodice tighteners

6 No earlier and no later, with 

"on"

7 Page of country music?

8 "___ of little faith...": Matthew 

8:26

9 Gen-___ (thirtysomething)

10 Day before "mercredi"

11 Slender alternative to soup 

crackers

12 Relative of Dorothy

13 Some Dutch paintings

18 Get an ___ (ace the course)

22 "... could ___ fat, his wife ..."

23 Kid's retort to a doubter

24 Kasparov's game

25 Restaurant freebie

26 Toxin banned by Env. Cda. in 

1977

27 Inner pride

31 Butter wt., often

32 Word before a signature on a 

cheque

33 ___ Center (Disney World 

attraction)

35 "Holy smokes!"

36 Suffix with neur- or narc-

37 Key to "la porte"

40 Secret target

41 Rico or Vallarta

43 Chorus of "Cheers!", in Oslo

44 It may be bowled over in an 

alley

46 "You think I won't?"

47 Open a pencil case

48 Unc's kid

51 Feel ___ in the air

52 Stain treatable with club soda

53 Stress test readouts

55 Ale amts.

56 "___ bad, bad boy ..." (Nazareth 

lyric)

57 Prefix meaning "bird"
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Across

1 Backup strategy

6 Crunch targets

9 With 63-Across, advance 

payment ... or a hint to the 

theme answers

14 Vowel quintet

15 Wintry crispness

16 Blew someone's cover

17 Former Duke of York's tabloid 

name

19 Woodwinds without 

mouthpieces

20 "Dynamite" hit for AC/DC

21 Swing around an axis

22 Shift + 2 symbols

23 It spans Venice's Grand Canal

28 Chant to New England's 

NFLers

31 Dog food?

32 Have ___ with (benefit by 

knowing)

33 Tender pork cuts

35 S.P.C.A. part: Abbr.

36 Music of a film in which 

Streisand dressed as a man

40 ___ one-eighty

41 Dismantle, as sailing gear

42 ___ fixe (obsession)

43 Tums or Alka-Seltzer

45 Luxurious garb

47 "Wake up and smell the 

coffee" moment

50 Where desk cops work: Abbr.

51 "Take this"

52 Spay or neuter, casually

55 Futuristic conflict, briefly

58 It gets exercised by voters

60 Indicate rudely, in a way

61 Ullmann or Taylor

62 Young Yokum

63 See 9-Across

64 Purpose

65 Finger jabs

Down

1 Hair line?

2 Ground beef specification

3 "I ___ Mad at Cha" (2Pac song)

4 Non-verbal agreement

5 Falls for the line

6 Render void

7 French toilet that perplexes 

some tourists

8 He might be wired at work

9 Recliner part for high heels?

10 Won't let forget, as a defeat

11 "Ear" prefix with -laryngologist

12 Born, in "la belle province"

13 CFL 6-pointers

18 "___, poor Yorick!"

22 In ___ (strapped)

23 Tirade

24 Coming up shy

25 Marquis of erotic literature

26 Meat and potatoes merchant

27 PC user's panic button

28 Sense of orientation

29 Two-thirds of a distress call

30 It gets smashed at parties

33 "...___, look who's forty!"

34 Positive word from Pierre

37 Clearness of thought

38 Pique performances?

39 Zamboni's venue

44 Not Nordic, skiing-wise

45 "Charlotte's Web" girl

46 Frozen polar "lid"

48 Astronaut Hadfield

49 Frost ___ (road uplift)

52 Be a tattletale

53 Words of understanding

54 Boomers' successors

55 Typist's C.V. stat

56 Play Romeo with

57 "There's no ___ team"

58 Aches-and-fever woe

59 SHO alternative



Twelve Mile Lake Road
A RARE FIND! 1677 feet of frontage 
and 6+ acres fronting on both beautiful 
Twelve Mile Lake & Little Boshkung 
Lake. This point lot is totally private 
& takes in multiple exposures & has 
stunning lake views. The historic 
“Strathcona Lodge” was located here. 
The original foundation is still present 
& has the potential to be built on. 
Two small historic cabins are also 
on the subject property. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to build your dream 
home or getaway on one of the most 
peaceful settings in Haliburton County. 
$1,995,000. Price is plus HST.

Wenona Lake Road
Looking for privacy in a large, spacious 
home on a year-round road, close to 
Haliburton Village? Stop looking! This 
amazing 4+bed/3 bath home on 50+ 
acres has everything you need. Warm 
wood finishes welcome you into a large 
eat-in kitchen, highlighted with the 
character and charm of an antique wood 
cookstove. Pantry for added storage. 
Two living rooms provide space for 
the whole family. A large garage with 
commercial size door offers amazing 
opportunities for the mechanically 
inclined. Hardwood forest with pretty 
trails for outdoor adventures. Enjoy more 
of the outdoors with Wenona Lake boat 
launch minutes away. $799,000.

Irondale River
Indulge in peace and serenity with this stunning 
extensively renovated, open concept four 
season riverfront dream home or cottage 
getaway. Vaulted ceilings, windows with a view 
and white-washed pine walls, this welcoming 
space is filled with natural sunlight. Incredible 
sunset views lead to cozy evenings entertaining 
in the new gourmet kitchen or unwinding with a 
view in the soaker tub. There is plenty of room 
to accommodate guests with the den in use 
as a 3rd bedroom. Walkout to the deck and 
multiple seating areas will greet you with plenty 
of privacy and beautiful landscaping on this well 
treed lot. Make this cottage your own and spend 
summer days swimming and kayaking down 
the river, and the winters exploring this natural 
wonderland. $695,000.

Kawagama Lake
Stunning south views across 
the lake. This property has a 
fantastic shoreline of mixed sand/
gravel gradual entry to the water. 
Hydro is at the lot line and there 
is good cell service. This is easily 
accessible from either marina on 
the lake. Enjoy this affordable lot 
in the summer while you make 
your plans for your new cottage. 
Great fishing year-round and 
fantastic snowmobiling in the 
winter. $279,000

Unicorn Road
Your opportunity for a secluded, peaceful off 
grid Haliburton retreat is here! This 237 acres is 
the perfect destination to enjoy natures natural 
beauty. Fantastic trails throughout the property. 
Nestled amongst the trees with a tranquil view 
of one of the many ponds is a cute 22 x 22 
cabin. The wood finishings throughout creates 
a warm and cozy feeling. Settle in and warm 
up in front of the wood burning stove. 24 x 24 
detached garage is the ideal building to store 
all of your year round toys. Quick access to 
amenities in Haliburton Village and cell service 
throughout the property keeps you in the loop 
while enjoying your escape from the hustle and 
bustle. $549,000
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