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By Sam Gillett 
After an early morning fire destroyed their 
home June 22, a West Guilford family is 
grateful for an outpouring of community 
support. 

Lezly-Ann Crosmaz-Brown and her son 
and nephew escaped their rental home as 
the roof was engulfed in flames. The fire 
caused an estimated $300,000 in damage. 

As soon as the family was out of the 

house, neighbours and passerbys took 
action. Ryan Mitchell of Haliburton 
removed propane tanks and other accessible 
items from the porch and a neighbour, 
electrician Steve Churko, disconnected the 
house’s electricity. 

“Everybody’s been so accommodating - 
I’m just so thankful,” Crosmaz-Brown said. 
“I just got off the phone [with emergency 
services] and these two just swoop in; that 

was very comforting.”
After they heard the fire alarm, the family 

rushed out of the home. She heard her 
nephew, Walker Davis Brown, calling for 
her son Angus Gryphon Wowk. The eight-
year-old took his cousin’s hand and quickly 
led the five-year-old out of the house. The 
family has been celebrating the child’s act 
of heroism. 

“We’re all making sure to tell him how 

proud we are, because not everyone knows 
how to act in an emergency,” Crosmaz-
Brown said. 

After that, neighbours looked after 
the kids. Crosmaz-Brown stayed in the 
driveway as firefighters arrived to fight 
the blaze and her partner, Nick Wowk, 
rushed back from work. Her sister, Natalie 
Crosmaz-Brown, was not at home.  

Community rallies after devastating house fire
Lezly-Ann Crosmaz-Brown escaped her burning West Guilford house along with her son and nephew. Now, the family temporarily lives at Camp Medeba. Photo by Sam Gillett.
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BAKEDANDBATTERED.COM

COTTAGE BAKERY 705-457-BAKE 
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VICTORIA DAY LONG WEEKEND HOURS 
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DRAG LAKE LODGE 30 ACRES 
Boasting 4 season home, 4 cabins, rec 

hall and workshop with 431 ft water 
frontage.$3,000,000 

NEW TO 
MARKET
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MARKET

 LOT #5 GONNSEN TRAIL 12.89 ACRES 
Vacant lot, elevated  panoramic views  
of Drag Lake , 934 ft water frontage 

$950,000

NEW TO 
MARKET

NEW TO 
MARKET

LOT #4 GONNSEN TRAIL 3.95 ACRES
Vacant lot, elevated panoramic views 
of Drag Lake, 316 ft water frontage 

$729,000
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NEW TO 
MARKET
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7 DAYS 

ORDER ONLINE AT 
BAKEDANDBATTERED.COM

8 AM - 7:30 PM

While the house can’t be salvaged, 
Crosmaz-Brown said the community 
of West Guilford and Haliburton 
County has been helping the family 
rebuild.

They are staying at Camp Medeba 
and a GoFundMe Campaign, started 
by Crosmaz-Brown’s mother, has 
raised nearly $7,000. A local church, 
the Haliburton Lions Club, Nesbitt 
Firewood and many other individuals 
have pitched in funds. 

“This is going to help us clean 
the lot,” Crosmaz-Brown said. The 
family had renters’ insurance, but 
is responsible for removing their 
possessions. 

Brandon Stamp, a friend and 
neighbour, held a fundraiser for the 
family through her business, Right 
Brained Mom. She raised more than 
$700. Her partner looked after the 
family’s kids while fire crews finished 
putting out the blaze. 

“We were really happy to help them 
- it’s already such a hard time,” Stamp 
said, mentioning how resilient the 
family has been in the days following 
the fire. 

For Stamp, helping out was the 
natural response: “We helped them 
because they’re our neighbours and 
our friends,” she said.  

Jen Coates, of West Guilford 
Shopping Centre, set up a donation 
box after hearing about the fire.

“West Guilford is an awesome 
community - every time we have a 
tragedy like that we try and support it 
as much as we can,” Coates said. So 
far, they’ve raised around $300. 

For the past weeks, Crosmaz-Brown 
said she’s been researching the seven 
stages of grief as she and her family 

try to adjust to a new reality. 
“It’s been a bit of a roller coaster - 

but I’m just in a safe place,” she said. 
Not everything was lost: Crosmaz-

Brown smiles as she recounts how 
firefighters saved special heirlooms: 
her son’s favourite stuffed animal, 
an old mural and jewelry boxes 
passed down from Crosmaz-Brown’s 
grandfather. 

“We are always trying to see the 
silver linings of things,” Crosmaz-
Brown said. 

As summer arrives, she said the 

children have recovered from the 
shock well, and the family plans to 
take advantage of outdoor activities 
while they search for new housing 
options. They want to stay in West 
Guilford. 

“West Guilford is a small town 
where everybody knows everybody,” 
Crosmaz-Brown said. “They’re not 
afraid to help each other.”

Donations to the family can be 
made through Gayle Ann Crosmaz’s 
fundraiser on Facebook: “Help Gayle’s 
personal emergency fundraiser.”

Family looking for new home

An early morning fire June 22 completely destroyed this home. Lezly-Ann 
Crosmaz-Brown and her family are responsible for removing their belongings 
from the rental property. Photo submitted by Lezly-Ann Crosmaz-Brown.
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PROTECT YOUR CAR WITH CERAMIC COATING 
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By Sam Gillett 
The Haliburton Tourism Stakeholders 
Group is evolving, with a new name, 
mandate and leadership. 

Emily Stonehouse and Randy Pielsticker 
are the new co-chairs of the Haliburton 
Tourism Action Committee (HaliTAC). 

According to Stonehouse, HaliTAC 
will continue the work of the Tourism 
Stakeholders Group with a focus on 
providing insight and direction to 
County council and the County’s tourism 
department. 

“We can evolve this into something 
that will really benefit the community,” 
Stonehouse said. “We always saw the 
benefits before - it always had this really 
great energy.”

The previous group provided monthly 
reports to the County’s Tourism Committee. 
Now, the independent committee is 
dissolved and tourism is discussed at 
the County’s Committee of the Whole 
meetings. That means HaliTAC won’t be 
officially connected to County council.

As the organization resumes meetings, 
HaliTAC will gather input from the 
County’s tourism community and provide 
delegations during County of Haliburton 
council meetings. 

Previous chairs Barrie Martin and Bruce 
Ballentine passed on their positions to 
Pielsticker and Stonehouse. A prolonged 
hiatus of the group’s meetings due to 
COVID-19 gave them time to chart a path 
forward.

“It needed a refresh,” Pielsticker said.  
“As much as those meetings before were 
great, there were a lot of stakeholders who 
never attended. So, one of our goals for 
revitalizing this committee is eliminating 
the barriers to participation.” 

Besides revising meeting schedules, 
annual leadership appointments and more, 
HaliTAC will tackle large initiatives, 
including the County’s Destination 
Management plan. They hope to offer 
perspectives on the plan which orients 
Haliburton County as a place “where 
residents and visitors celebrate the essence 
of Canada’s outdoor and creative spirit.” 

By gathering tourism stakeholders -- from 
restaurant owners, to fishing charters to 
watersports rentals -- Stonehouse said 

they’ll be well equipped to brainstorm ways 
to improve and strengthen the industry. 

“When you have all these great minds 
in one room, great things are bound to 
happen,” Stonehouse said. “We just wanted 
to continue to expand on that and support 
that.”

Through delegations, Stonehouse said 
she’s excited to be able to bring the 
concerns of the tourism community to 
County council. 

“I want to take what they’re saying, and 
go into a meeting, and speak on behalf 
of all these people whose voices haven’t 
been heard in that space before,” said 
Stonehouse. That involves distilling the 
thoughts and needs of the community which 
arise during HaliTAC meetings. 

Plans are underway to launch a 
community survey and connect with 
tourism partners – tour operators, rental 
agencies, restaurants and more ahead of 
preliminary meetings in the fall. They’ve 
started work planning a tourism summit to 
promote Haliburton as a destination.

“It is exciting to see discussions starting 
about getting the tourism stakeholders 
together again; the idea of a summit in 
Haliburton is quite exciting,” Warden 
Liz Danielsen said, after Pielsticker and 
Stonehouse presented their plans to council 
on June 9. 

Councillors wary  
of conduct 
Algonquin Highlands Mayor Carol Moffatt 
called previous member conduct “the 
elephant in the room.” 

She explained how past committee 
members behaved disrespectfully towards 
County councillors and County tourism 
officials. 

“It’s great that the tourism stakeholder 
group reconvened, and recalibrated,” 
Moffatt said. “Amid the good work that 
previous group did, toward the end there 
was a tremendous amount of discord and 
bickering.”

Stonehouse said that besides terms of 
reference and a code of conduct, HaliTAC’s 
method of approaching council through 
delegations will decrease the discord or 
pressure on County staff.

“In the form of us doing these delegations 
there’s a middle ground, where Randy 
and I listen to people, we come and do the 
delegations, we talk to County council,” 
Stonehouse said. “That’s our attempt - to 
try and have this more formal presence at 
the County council as representatives of the 
tourism industry.”

Pielsticker, co-chair of the Tourism 
Stakeholders Group during the time period 
Moffat referred to, understood the concerns 
members expressed: the renewed HaliTAC, 
Pielsticker said, will play a role in 
ensuring those concerns are communicated 
respectfully. 

Some issues included the use of the 
County’s tourism budget, on items and 
services certain tourism stakeholders felt 
were unneeded. 

“I am not going to justify how they 
addressed their concerns - that was certainly 
unprofessional and uncalled for - but it 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be listening to 
their concerns,” he said. 

Amanda Virtanen, Haliburton County’s 
director of tourism, wrote in an email that 
“councillors look forward to the growth 
and evolution of HaliTAC and will be 
open to feedback that comes as a result of 
stakeholder discussions.” 

Fresh start for tourism stakeholder group

Randy Pielsticker and Emily Stonehouse are the new co-chairs of HaliTAC, a group of 
tourism stakeholders in Haliburton County. Photo by Sam Gillett. 

Immersed in tourism 
The pair say they’ll be an effective link 
between the tourism community and County 
council. 

“We are up to our necks in tourism,” 
Stonehouse said with a laugh. 

Pielsticker, assistant general manager at 
Sir Sam’s Ski/Ride, has more than 10 years 
of outdoor adventure experience leading 
cycling, mountaineering and paddling 
expeditions. He’s also vice-president of 
Adventure Haliburton, a collection of 
adventure tourism experience providers. 

Stonehouse, a long-time Haliburton 
County resident, works for the custom 
experiential tourism company Yours 
Outdoors where she’s constantly in touch 
with many Haliburton County tourism 
operators. She also worked for the 
municipality of Minden Hills. 

Stonehouse said it’s the passion and 
excitement of the industry in Haliburton 
County which makes her excited to consult 
and represent tourism stakeholders through 
HaliTAC. 

“The people that live here have their heart 
here,” she said. “I really want them to be 
seen, heard, respected and listened to.” 



For generations, life at the lake has given us unforgettable  
moments, but Blue Green Algae can be devastating to our  
lakes and to our health. 

Poor septic maintenance and shoreline over-development 
accelerate toxic algae blooms that prevent us from swimming, 
fishing and even using lakewater in our homes. 

Taking care of our County’s beautiful lakes takes all of us.  
Be sure you know the full facts and discover the difference  
you can make.

beshore.ca
When we protect our lakes, we protect  
the priceless memories yet to be made.
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By Sam Gillett 
The County of Haliburton will soon be on 
the hunt for a new director of tourism. 

After eight years in the role, Amanda 
Virtanen is stepping down to pursue another 
opportunity.

County Warden Liz Danielsen said 
Virtanen will leave behind a strong legacy. 

“Amanda has really made great strides in 
promoting tourism in Haliburton County 
in the time she’s been with us,” Danielsen 
said. “She’s worked hard with all the 
stakeholders and I think she’s done a lot to 
bring us all together in a single voice.” 

Virtanen played a key role in multiple 
large-scale tourism projects. Those include 
multi-year initiatives such as the Haliburton 
Destination Development Plan, which 
required extensive collaboration and 
consultation with the tourism community. 

She also assumed the role while the 

tourism and marketing landscapes were 
shifting. 

“Amanda’s resignation is a tremendous 
loss for us,” wrote Haliburton County CAO 
Mike Rutter in an email. “She came to us 
at a time when industry trends in the way 
communities marketed themselves were 
changing dramatically, and Amanda has led 
us through that transition very effectively.” 

Rutter said that the County tracks the 
success of marketing tactics and initiatives. 
According to those metrics, Virtanen’s work 
had a large impact on the desirability of 
Haliburton as a destination. 

“Every sector of our community has 
benefited from that,” Rutter wrote. “We 
will certainly miss her contributions to the 
County management team, and I know the 
stakeholders who have come to rely on her 
advice and support will miss her as well.” 

Virtanen declined comment.

Virtanen leaves strong 
County tourism legacy

Amanda Virtanen has served as Haliburton County’s director of tourism since 2013. File.

The HHHS Foundation has announced a 
new monthly online 50/50 lottery draw, 
with 50 per cent of funds raised going to a 
monthly winner and 50 per cent to support 
local hospital and health care facility 
equipment needs. 

Executive director, Lisa Tompkins, said 
that through a digital technology platform, 
tickets will be available for purchase online 
at the Foundation lottery site hhhsf5050.ca 
beginning June 30 at 11:30 a.m. 

She said tickets can be purchased for $20 
for 100 ticket numbers, $10 for 20 ticket 
numbers, or $5 for five ticket numbers. 

After buying their tickets, purchasers will 
receive a confirmation e-mailed with their 
50/50 registered numbers from a random 
selection system. The amount of the 50/50 
estimated take-home prize for the month 
will be displayed in real time on the site 

and will continue to grow as more people 
participate.

“Following nine successful years of our 
Cash for Care Lottery, we look forward 
to engaging with the community in this 
electronic format to continue to raise much-
needed funds for priority capital equipment 
for Haliburton Highlands Health Services,” 
Tompkins said.

Purchasers must be in Ontario at the time 
of purchase, and must be 18 years of age 
or older to participate. For the first draw, 
tickets will be available for purchase until 
11:59 p.m. July 29, and the first monthly 
draw will take place on July 30 at 9 a.m., 
with the winner information posted on 
the hhhsf5050.ca website, as well as the 
Foundation’s social media platforms 
Facebook and Instagram. (Lisa Gervais)

New Foundation online 50/50 draw



CUTE 4 BEDROOM HOME
• Starter or Retirement
• Located in the heart of Minden
• Recently upgraded

 SALERNO LAKE 
• Build your dream cottage here!
• 172 feet of waterfront x 370 feet deep
• Shore Road Allowance owned

$350,000$399,900

Major works at landfill
Manager of waste facilities, Tara Stephen, 
updated council and the public on major 
works at township landfills.

She said the construction of the new 
transfer station at Scotch Line is awaiting 
approval from the Ministry of Environment, 
Climate Change and Parks. She said 
staff are preparing construction tender 
specifications so a request for tenders can 
be issued as soon as it is approved.

She said, “Council will note that operating 
space at Scotch Line landfill is becoming 
limited. The site equipment operator and 
landfill attendants are doing their best to 
maintain a clean, navigable facility. Staff 
are appreciative of the public’s patience, 
understanding, and largely positive 
feedback as the site undergoes significant 
and continual change.”

She said staff are also continuing to 
repair slopes at the site; reconstructing the 
disposal platform and repairing the road 
to the platform at the Ingoldsby transfer 
station; working to complete the paperwork 
so Minden Hills residents affected by the 
Irondale landfill closure can use Highlands 
East’s Glamorgan site; and preparing to fix 
a leachate outbreak at the Lochlin landfill.

MTO projects update 
Stephen told council - and motorists 
wondering when the Miners Bay culvert 
work will finally be done - that the 

projected end date is Sept. 15.
She said work began in 2020 with 

construction terminating in the late fall. 
The project is planned to recommence on 
July 14 and is estimated to be done mid-
September.

She said the MTO wants to use a portion 
of the township road allowance for a larger 
staging area and Minden Hills will ask for 
an $8,000 damage deposit. 

She also gave early warning of a project 
in Carnarvon scheduled for 2022 that 
will necessitate a night time detour off of 
Highway 35 for six days. It’s to allow for 
the replacement of two culverts. Work will 
include 10km of paving and four minor 
bridge repairs. 

Staff have requested that a pre and 
post survey for roadway conditions be 
conducted, language be included in the 
contract to ensure any damage is repaired 
within 60 days of substantial completion of 
the project, and that the township be named 
as additionally insured and indemnified.

Solution for Scouts  
and Guides
It appears the township has found a solution 
to the homeless Scouts and Guides, and 
their storage requirements.

The township will use room 3 [the 
Hinden Room] with 1,600-square-feet in 
the community centre to accommodate the 
groups.

Director of community services, Craig 
Belfry, said staff had reviewed previous 
booking patterns to determine when all 
three rooms of the Community Centre were 
used simultaneously, and it was rare.

“Staff believe in consultation with both the 
Scouts and Guides, that there is an option to 
close off this room to the general public for 
the sole use by these groups on an annual 
basis, until the possibility of the Old Fire 
Hall refurbishment or another solution 
becomes available,” he said. 

He said it could also be used by other 
community groups. It will cost $10,000 to 
put up a wall and there will be storage.

Belfry noted the space would not be 
available until early October as it is 
currently being used by the COVID vaccine 
clinic.

Sedgewick Road  
bridge delayed
The township will retender the Sedgewick 
Road bridge job in the fall, after receiving 
only one bid that came in 70 per cent over 
budget.

Director of public works, Travis Wilson, 
in a written report, said staff and Tulloch 
Engineering have reviewed the tender 
and find it to be “not competitive, fair, or 
reasonable” and recommend that council 
defer the project to 2022 and retender in the 
fall of 2021. 

“Staff have reached out to our surrounding 

municipalities including the County to 
discuss the possibility of a bundled bridge 
tender for 2022 and utilizing a service such 
as Biddingo to advertise the tender,” Wilson 
said. 

The project was successful in getting ICIP 
funding, and all work must be completed 
no later than October 31, 2026 to ensure the 
$951,758.19 is utilized. (Minden Hills news 
compiled by Lisa Gervais)

Work continues at Scotch Line. File.
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Tell our advertisers you saw 
their ad in The Highlander. 

TO CELEBRATE VALENTINES 
& FAMILY DAY, MINDEN 

MERCANTILE IS HAVING A

 5% OFF

5% OFF

 10% OFF

ALL 20KG+ BAGS OF FEED:  
CHICKEN, HORSE, LIVESTOCK, 

DEER, HOG, GOAT, RABBIT, HOUND.

ALL PET FOOD & BIRDSEED

ALL IN-STORE  
ANIMAL SUPPLIES.

IN-STORE OR CURB-SIDE PICKUP • DELIVERY AVAILABLE TO HALIBURTON, MINDEN,  
NORLAND, KINMOUNT, GELERT, COBACONK AND SURROUNDING AREAS

MENTION THIS AD OR PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR SAVINGS!

STORE 
CLOSED FEB. 
14TH & 15TH

131 BOBCAYGEON RD. MINDEN, ON • 705-286-2801  • MINDENMERCANTILE@GMAIL.COM MINDENMERCANTILE.COM

In	Celebration	of Valentines and	Family Day, Minden	Mercantile is having a 5	day
sale!

February 16th – 20th 2021	only

5% off All 20kg+	Bags	of Feed: Chicken, Horse, Livestock, Deer, Hog, Goat, Rabbit,
Hound.

5%	off	all	Pet	Food	& 10%	off	all	in-store	animal	supplies.

131	Bobcaygeon Rd. Minden, Ontario 705-286-2801	 mindenmercantile@gmail.com

www.mindenmercantile.com

In-Store or Curb-Side Pickup

Delivery available	to	Haliburton,	Minden,	Norland, Kinmount, Gelert, Cobaconk
and surrounding	areas

IN STORE OR CURB-SIDE PICKUP * DELIVERY AVAILABLE TO HALIBURTON, 
MINDEN, NORLAND, KINMOUNT, GELERT, COBACONK AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

131 BOBCAYGEON RD. MINDEN, ON • 705-286-2801  • MINDENMERCANTILE@GMAIL.COM

CHICKEN’S  AVAILABLE FOR  AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER.
In stock: all your chicken and multi-fowl feed and supplies

MINDEN MERCANTILE GRASS MIXES IN STOCK
• Cottage Green, Cottage Ground Cover
• Kick Ass Grass, White Clover, Red Clover, Pasture mixes
• Available in 2KG, 4KG, 10KG and 25KG bags.

FARM & GARDEN FENCING IN STOCK
• Red Brand 4ft and 5ft, 50-100ft rolls • 330ft Sheep Goat fencing
•  Chicken wire, hardware cloth, T-posts • 4ft to 16ft tubed or 

diamond bar gates • Water troughs, etc..

MON-FRI 9AM-5PM, SAT 9AM-4PM, SUNDAY CLOSED LOCAL 
CANADIAN FOODS
• KAWARTHA LAKES HONEY

 EMPIRE CHEESE
• MAPLE SYRUP AND TOFFEE

COMING SOON: MCLEAN 
BERRY JAM!

RAW DOG FOOD • WILD ANIMAL FEED • PET FOOD & SUPPLIES 
• BIRD SEED & FEEDERS • HORSE SUPPLIES & TACK • LIVESTOCK FEED 

• FARM SUPPLIES • FENCING • GRASS SEED

MINDEN HILLS NEWS
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Limited-time offers. MSRP of $28,995/$23,795 on the 2021 Forester CP CVT (MJ225)/2021 Crosstrek CP MT (MX1CP). *Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus $1,800/$1,800 freight and PDI, $249 Admin, $100 Tire Tax, $10 OMVIC, $20 Tire Levy, $20 PPSA Service 
fee charge, includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. *Lease rate of 0.5%/0.5% for 24/24 months. Lease payments of $81/$69 weekly with $2,978/$1,735 down payment. Lease end value $19,435/$16,796 with 
$3,458/$2,203 due on delivery. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per year for 24 months, or 40,000 km total, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Subject to credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and fi nancing programs available through 
Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and fi nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Contact your Subaru dealer for details. Models shown: 2021 Forester Limited CVT (MJ2LP)/2021 Crosstrek Outdoor (MX2OP) 
with an MSRP of $38,795/$29,995. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle(s) shown solely for purposes of illustration and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Forester, Crosstrek and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers end 
August 31, 2021. Offers subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details. 
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ADVENTURE ON
S A F E L Y  I N S I D E  O F  A  S U B A R U

EVENT

Find a bigger backyard 
this summer.
•  Symmetrical Full-Time AWD
•  Excellent fuel-effi ciency
•  Award-winning safety features

Shop safely – book your appointment online.

For 24 months with $1,735 down. 104 payments required. 

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$69 0.5%**
APR2021 CROSSTREK

 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $25,994*

For 24 months with $2,978 down. 104 payments required. 

AT
LEASE 
WEEKLY 
FOR

$81 0.5%**
APR2021 FORESTER

 WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $31,194*

MODELS WITH EYESIGHT® 
AND SPECIFIC HEADLIGHTS

T:8.97"

T:10"

MINDEN SUBARU • 13061 HWY 35 N, MINDEN, ON • 705-286-6126 MINDEN.SUBARUDEALER.CA
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GOING AWAY? 
Read the complete paper online each 
week. Sign up at TheHighlander.ca

Homeowners on lakes with toxic  
Blue Green Algae blooms have reported 

30% declines in their property values*.

* David Wolf, H. Allen Klaiber, Bloom and bust: Toxic algae’s impact on 
nearby property values, Ecological Economics, 2017

Sign the petition supporting a shoreline protection By-law that will preserve  
the health of our County’s beautiful lakes for generations to come.

Visit www.beshore.ca to learn more

THAT’S A FACT
FOR SHORE 

OPP welcome  
new recruits
Four new provincial constables have joined 
the Haliburton Highlands OPP.

The OPP said in a June 29 media release 
that the new members are: Matthew Taylor, 
John Lea-Stoddart, Kirsten Allanson and 
Sarah Alexander.

After three years with Ontario Provincial 
Parks, the release said Taylor, “enjoys the 
outdoors and looks forward to the new 
challenges he will face as he joins his 
platoon.”

Lea-Stoddart served with the Canadian 
Armed Forces before starting his new career 
with the OPP. “John is looking forward to 
the opportunity to become engaged with his 
new community,” the release said. 

Allanson has served with the OPP for 
two years in the auxiliary program. She 
previously worked as an educational 
assistant and enjoys playing sports, such 
as hockey. “She is happy to have the 
opportunity to work in a team environment 
on her new platoon,” OPP said.

Alexander graduated from Fleming 
College with a diploma in Conservation 
and Environmental Law Enforcement. She 
is an avid hunter and is excited to start her 
new career in the Haliburton Highlands, the 
release stated.

The OPP actively recruits and interviews 
potential candidates throughout the 
year. Upon successful completion, 
each provincial constable recruit must 

successfully complete the required training 
programs at both the Provincial Police 
Academy and the Ontario Police College. 
For more information on the OPP hiring 
process, visit opp.ca/careers.

Woman charged  
with theft
On June 28, 2021 at 8:36 p.m., the 
Kawartha Lakes Police responded to a 
Durham Street East address in Lindsay after 
a female was reportedly stealing items from 
a backyard.

Officers located a female who was in the 
process of removing items. A 31-year-old 
Minden woman is charged with theft under 
$5,000, possession of property obtained by 
crime under $5,000 and fail to comply with 
probation order.

The accused will appear at the Ontario 
Court of Justice, located at 440 Kent Street 
West in Lindsay on August 12, 2021

Impaired charge laid
Haliburton Highlands OPP have charged a 
driver with operation while impaired as a 
result of a single motor vehicle collision.

Police said that on July 1, 2021, at 4:33 
p.m., they responded to Billings Lake Road 
in Highlands East.

As a result of the investigation, a 
19-year-old London driver was charged 
with: operation while impaired-alcohol; 

operation while impaired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80 plus); and careless 
driving.

The accused is scheduled to appear in 
the Ontario Court of Justice in Minden, on 
Sept. 1, 2021. Their driver’s licence was 
also suspended for 90 days and the vehicle 
impounded for seven days.

Officers would like to remind the public 
that if you plan on drinking or consuming 
drugs, plan to not drive. Instead, arrange 
for a designated driver, take a taxi or public 
transit, or come up with another plan that 
takes impaired driving out of the picture.

Three arrested for 
property offences
Haliburton Highlands OPP have charged 
three people with several offences after 
recovering multiple stolen vehicles.

They said that on June 27, 2021, at 11:16 
a.m., they attended an address in Dysart 
et al in response to a reported assault. On 
arrival, police said they located three stolen 
vehicles on the property. 

As a result of the investigation, three 
people have been charged; one from 
Dysart, one from Toronto and one from 
Newmarket.

A 35-year-old Toronto man is charged 
with: assault with a weapon - two counts; 
assault - three counts; forcible confinement; 
possession of a weapon for a dangerous 
purpose; uttering threats - four counts; 

possession of a controlled substance; 
possession of property obtained by crime 
- three counts; mischief under $5,000 and 
failure to comply with a release order - two 
counts.

A 34-year-old Dysart man is charged with 
possession of property obtained by crime 
- three counts and failure to comply with a 
release order.

And, a 34-year-old Newmarket woman 
is charged with: possession of property 
obtained by crime - three counts and failure 
to comply with a release order.

The accused are scheduled to appear 
before the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Minden, on Aug, 4, 2021.

If you have information about this incident 
or any suspected unlawful activity, contact 
the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or contact 
Crime Stoppers to remain anonymous 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS). (OPP news 
compiled by Lisa Gervais)

OPP NEWS
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Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 
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Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 
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Published by The Highlander Newspaper Limited When I went to high school, students had 
the option of graduating Gr. 12 or going 
on to do another year of secondary school. 
So, I got to graduate both Gr. 13 and Gr. 
12. Looking back, it was a memorable time 
in my life. There was something special 
about donning that cap and gown, having 
that tassel shifted to the other side of my 
mortar board to mark the accomplishment. 
I walked taller as I crossed that stage, 
heard my name read out, and accepted my 
rolled-up parchment, proof that I was a high 
school graduate.

But, most of all, I remember celebrating 
the day with my family and friends. After 
all, most of us remember our high school 
days not so much for the academics or 
athletics but for the bonds we forged with 
our peers. They were the days when we 
learned about who we were. Together, we 
tried new things, both good and bad; pushed 
and learned our limits; made mistakes but 
also shared successes. Like many of you, 
I still have a handful of friends from those 
days. 

The graduates of Haliburton Highlands 
Secondary School have been robbed of 
some of those experiences during their last 
year of high school. They have been able to 
attend in-person learning only sporadically 

with some of their peers. They haven’t been 
able to hang out in the cafeteria at lunch or 
outside during breaks. They have not been 
able to play sports or engage in other school 
clubs or activities. Much time has been 
spent learning from home on a laptop. 

One day a couple of weeks back, I had 
to cover a council meeting followed by 
a hospital board meeting. I spent about 
six solid hours on Zoom. At the end, I 
was brain dead. It gave me some insight 
into what our children have had to do for 
extended periods of time throughout this 
pandemic. 

So, it was nice that they were able to 
attend a virtual graduation ceremony in 
late June. As school principal Chris Boulay 
and valedictorian Bence Suranyi expressed, 
the students must be commended for their 
resiliency.

They’ve faced challenges but have grown 
through those experiences, learning about 
social injustice, equity, inclusion and 
diversity, particularly through the JEDI 
program. 

While not as widely recognized, the 
Haliburton Adult and Alternate Education 
Centre also held its graduation in late June. 
While more modest, with just 12 students, 
the accomplishment is perhaps even greater 

than that of the 
HHSS students.

These students 
had not completed 
high school for a 
variety of reasons 
but had chosen to 
go back to get their 
diplomas. In some 
cases, they were working as well as going 
to school. Some have children of their own. 
To continue on their learning path with 
these challenges in the midst of a global 
pandemic is admirable. 

At The Highlander, we have always made 
a big deal about graduations because we 
know the importance of them in small 
towns. That’s why we have covered all of 
the virtual ceremonies. We started with 
Wilberforce ES back on June 24; Archie 
Stouffer ES and J. Douglas Hodgson ES on 
June 30 and the high school and adult ed 
in today’s (July 8) edition. This week, we 
begin running elementary school yearbook-
style pages with photos of all of the 
graduates who have given us permission. 
We’ll publish the high school and adult ed 
ones in the July 15 paper. 

Congratulations to all of you.

Humans have been living with 
coronaviruses for thousands of years. In 
fact, research shows from modern day DNA 
of people in China, Japan and Vietnam, 
there was a coronavirus epidemic that lasted 
several hundred years, about 20,000 years 
ago. 

Scientists have detected 42 genes that 
share a dominant version, suggesting 
many similar mutations developed rapidly 
over a few hundred years. They conclude 
that people in East Asia had adapted 
to an ancient coronavirus. This genetic 
information is not detected in other existing 
populations. No surprise. Our ancestors 
didn’t get around much, living as small 
bands of hunters and gatherers. 

While this genetic information is useful to 
potentially guide treatments for the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, what concerns the scientists 
is the duration of that epidemic. Of course, 
they didn’t have vaccines. 

Vaccine update: Currently, 40.9 per cent of 
Canadians have two doses and 77 per cent 
have one dose; globally 24.2 per cent have 
one dose and 11.4 per cent have two doses 
(July 6); Africa 1.2 per cent have two doses. 

Hospital statistics reveal COVID 
patients who are in the ICU or dying are 
unvaccinated. Vaccinated people are rarely 
presenting to hospital.  

We are seeing the effect now on 
populations where vaccines are low. In 
the American states with 0-30 per cent of 

people fully vaccinated there are nearly six 
to 16 cases per 100,000. In US states with 
greater than 60 per cent fully vaccinated, 
the virus spread is two per 100,000 citizens. 
Looking within a state, the pattern shows 
new COVID cases are concentrated in 
rural areas with low vaccination rates. In 
the parts of the state with high vaccination 
rates, the number of new cases remains low.

Vaccination is clearly how this pandemic 
ends. And the Delta variant seems to be 
highlighting the human cost for those who 
are vaccine hesitant. Or for whom the 
vaccine is not available. 

In Africa, COVID cases are doubling 
every three weeks, lead by the Delta 
variant. They report 66 per cent of 
infections are in people younger than 45 
years, attributed to the Delta variant.  
Oxygen requirements are reportedly 50 per 
cent higher than for the first wave (original 
strain) a year ago. With only 1.2 per cent 
of Africa’s population fully vaccinated, the 
risk of new mutations emerging is high. 

In countries and communities with low 
vaccination rates, the technique to control 
spread is to focus on the cluster, zoom in 
and test, treat and vaccinate. This highly 
effective “Ring Containment” technique 
was used to stop Smallpox and Ebola.  

Epidemiologists are watching closely 
for effects of the mutations. Variant of 
interest, the Lambda (C.37 originated 
in Peru, now in 27 countries) appears to 

have risk of being 
more contagious 
than Delta, with 
potential to have the 
highest mortality 
rate in the world. 
And we are seeing 
increasing numbers 
of Gamma (origin Brazil) in the Northwest 
Territories now.  

New Israel Health Ministry data show that 
two doses of Pfizer vaccine is 64 per cent 
effective against Delta, whereas it was 94 
per cent effective in preventing infection 
prior to the predominance of the Delta 
strain (now 90 per cent of infections). They 
have reinstated the indoor face mask rule 
after infections recently quadrupled. The 
government is urging all children 12-15 
years to be vaccinated. 

Each new variant that succeeds does 
so because it is more contagious, faster 
at transmitting, than its “competing” 
mutations. That makes it more dangerous to 
humans, its hosts and victims. 

Getting vaccinations to parts of the world 
at highest risk (Peru, Brazil, Africa, India) 
is essential to global protection. 

More good news about vaccines. Now 
that we have longer term data on many 
hundreds of millions of people, it appears 
the mRNA vaccines Pfizer ad Moderna may 
provide longer protection so we may not 
need boosters as soon as we thought.  
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Editorial opinion
PHOTO OF THE WEEKLETTERS

World leaders in truth, 
peace, reconciliation?
Dear editor,
I always read your editorials and so here I 
am on Canada Day reading your thoughts 
on our current situation. 

I feel like an idiot to admit it, but I didn’t 
know. I didn’t realize how truly awful our 
Indigenous communities have been treated 
by our colonization of this country and that 
we’ve been killing them ever since we first 
arrived, including today.

Our image is shattered and it was hard to 
read when you wrote that we were no better 
than the US. 

The only saving grace is the outpouring of 
love for our Indigenous communities that 
I am seeing nationally and personally from 
Canadians across this country. My hope is 
that we will all unite for this cause and be 
the people we thought we were or say we 
are. 

Can we be world leaders of truth, peace 
and reconciliation? That’s what I wish for 
our country on this Canada Day. 

Krista Baker 
Irondale

Well said
Dear editor, 
Kudos to you for writing the most 
educational, succinct, and thoughtful 
editorial re: Happy Racist Canada Day.

It is a difficult and heart-wrenching 
subject to write about and you did it well.

Sherry Shrives  
Dorset

Policy regarding lake 
associations
Dear editor,
In response to Brian J. Atkins’ comments 
regarding lake associations, (The 
Highlander, June 24, 2021) and the “high” 
level of priority given to their opinions in 
the process of policy formation, I’d like to a 
say a few words, that being “thank you.”

Thank you for highlighting the fact that 
lake associations’ opinions are taking 
priority over actual property owners’ 
opinions, whose interests are only noted 
as holding “medium” priority in policy 
planning.

You are absolutely correct in identifying 
that left unchecked, this will lead to the 
issue of the County being run by special 
interest groups.

It’s concerning, given that the lake 
associations do not speak for the entire 
membership, let alone the lake residents 
that do not belong to the association.

Equally concerning is that lake 
associations that once focused on 
organizing regattas and rock bass derbys 
have evolved into overly influential 
lobbyist groups that have been enabled 

to disproportionately contribute input on 
public policy formation.

Marty Andrews 
Dysart et al

How about a charter  
of responsibilities
Dear editor,
Over the past 16 months I have read, with 
interest, the several letters addressed to you 
regarding the COVID pandemic.  

The subjects cover a broad range of 
topics including border closures, business 
shutdowns, social distancing, remote 
learning for our children, vaccines, mask 
wearing, etc. You name it, someone has an 
opinion.

In many of these discussions the writer 
often brings up the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedom to support their point 
of view.

Our charter is based, in part, on an historic 
speech given in 1941 by the US President, 
Franklin Delanore Roosevelt. In his remarks 
he identified four basic freedoms. They 
were, the freedom of speech, the freedom 
of belief, freedom of fear and freedom from 
want.

On April 17, 1982 as part of the new 
Canadian constitution, the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms was brought into 
being. It guarantees all Canadians the right 
to freedom of expression, religion, thought 
belief, peaceful assembly and association.

Indeed, this was and is an historic 
document. These are rights that we all enjoy 
and are guaranteed under the constitution. 
There is however, a flaw that has been 
exploited routinely by those individuals 
and groups who would deny these basic 

rights. The flaw? Nowhere does the charter 
mention responsibility.

You can indeed belong to an association 
whose beliefs are totally opposite to mine. 
You have the right to express those points 
of view however abhorrent I find them. 
But you have a responsibility to guarantee 
my rights, my opinions, my belief and my 
safety.

You cannot spew incorrect information 
and outright falsehoods that foster and 
promote physically dangerous responses by 
your audience. You have a responsibility 
to protect those people whose beliefs and 
lifestyles you disagree with. You have a 
responsibility to protect both the person and 
his/her property.

The recent unprovoked attack on the 
Muslim family in London, Ontario is a 
perfect example of someone acting on his 
right to his beliefs without regard to the 
rights of those innocent individuals who 
happened to practice a different faith. He 
failed to act responsibly.

So, in conclusion, The Charter needs to 
be adjusted to include not only rights and 
freedoms but also responsibility. It’s the 
right thing to do and the time is now.

Dr. Peter Markle 
Spruce Lake

Less talk, more action
Dear editor,
As the owner of a seasonal business that 
has been around 42 years, and has now 
been shuttered for two years, at a cost of 
over $150,000, I know firsthand the cost of 
lockdowns.  

Having said that, I agree with them. These 
are exceptional times, and it is typical of the 
All About Me Society to not answer a few 

nagging questions. 
1 – What is the value of a human life and 

do we have the right to consider others 
expendable for our own convenience?

2 – Uncontrolled spread of the virus 
would overwhelm our already inadequate 
health care system, so are scenes like 
India, or Brazil with people dying on the 
sidewalk, ok?

3 – Uncontrolled spread can lead 
to mutations, which may be more lethal or 
in the worse case scenario not controlled by 
the vaccine.

4 – Are the 650,000 people on hold 
for cancer, heart, and other life-saving 
operations while the hospitals are cluttered 
up with COVID patients, expendable?

There are a lot of opinions and false 
information out there. I think it is time 
our politicians, for once, did something 
realistic. Put the people who ignore 
rules on a computer list and if they need 
emergency care for COVID-19 they go on 
the 650,000-waiting list until we deal with 
more important matters. 

Give vaccinated people a Green Card and 
freedom. People who refuse vaccinations 
get a Red Card which restricts movement. 
Earlier compliance would have required 
less stringent lockdowns. Our ancestor’s 
lives were disrupted by war and endured 
more hardships than mere inconvenience.

This mess was forecast to happen after 
SARS if the wet markets weren’t closed, 
most scientists believe this is just the test 
run for the big one. These viruses all come 
from mishandling interactions between 
animals and humans. It is not more talk we 
need right now but concrete action to make 
sure this never, ever happens again.

 
Keith W. Stata 
Kinmount

Tammy Nash sent in this photo of a cute chipmunk in her daughter’s shoe.
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Vasey Insurance 
Brokers Limited 

2021
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES

1-888-298-7771 • VASEYINSURANCE.COM CONGRATULATIONS!

Greg Bishop Surveying and Consulting Ltd.

LAND USE CONSULTANT • SURVEYOR • ENGINEER • MEDIATOR

Notes & Records of Greg Bishop Land Use Consultant, Paul Wilson 
Surveying Ltd., Bishop & Wilson Ltd., H.C. Bishop, Dearden Stanton 
Stones and Strongman (up to 1992), J.B. Trepanier, F.T. Webster, 
A. Niven and Canadian Land & Emigration Co. (from 1862)

Gregory C.P. Bishop, 
O.L.S., P.Eng., President

(705) 457-2811
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info@bgsurveys.ca 

121 Mallard Road, Box 309,
Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0

www.bgsurveys.ca. 
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from Bishop Geyer Surveying
CONGRATULATIONS GRADS!CONGRATULATIONS GRADS!

Braiden Bailey

Colby Coumbs

Gracie Griffith

Mason Kooistra

Kaeden Barnett

Violet Crete

Dylan Grooms

Graydon Kubinec

Annabelle Borgdorff

Emma Davidson-Collins

Teagan Hamilton

Skye MacArthur

Weston Bowker

Hailey Davison

Erika Hoare

Kurtis Madill

Avery Bullock

Cheyenne Degeer

Rylan Keller

Jessica McCready-DeBruin

Logan Burke

Lillie Fendley

Skye Knight

Dagon McIvor

Anabel Acero Lauren Ackerblade

Issac Lee

J. DOUGLAS HODGSON  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
GRADUATES 2021

Highlander grads
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Dedicated to 
Professional Face 
and Body Care

705-489-1598
Yvonne Kreuzwiesner
Licensed Medical Esthetician

Text 416-806-9682
skintechfaceandbodycare.com
ykreuz@hotmail.com
50 York St, unit 5, Haliburton

CONGRATS GRADS!CONGRATS GRADS! 1063 Ravine Rd, Minden (Off Hwy 35) • 705-306-9936

1063 Ravine Road, Minden, ON  K0M 2K0
705.306.9936

themindenexperience.com     alisa@themindenexperience.com

Go Karts
5 min $10
10 min $15
15 min $20
20 min $25

Go Karts
+ Mini Putt OR

Batting Cage

5 min $15
10 min $20
15 min $25
20 min $30

Go Karts
+ Mini Putt AND

Batting Cage

5 min $20
10 min $25
15 min $30
20 min $35

Driving Range 25 balls for $7
50 balls for $10

Batting Cages $3 for one token
2 tokens for $5

Mini Putt $7 for 18 holes

 Go Karts Mini Putt
 Batting Cages Driving Range
 Nature Walks Gift Shop & Snack Bar
 Birthday Parties Corporate Events

MANITOBA

Michipicoten
Bay

U.S.A.

Batchawana Bay

Chapleau

Coldwell

Desbarats
Echo Bay

Frater

Goulais River

Hearst

HemloHeron Bay

Hilton Beach

Hornepayne

Longlac

Marathon

Sturgeon River

Terrace Bay

Thessalon

White River

Spanish

Spragge

Aroland

Foleyet

Opasatika

Wawa

Blind River

Elliot Lake

Kapuskasing

Sault Ste Marie

11

584

11

17

17

17

17

631

101

101

631

BOOK YOUR GRAD PARTY HEREBOOK YOUR GRAD PARTY HERE
CONGRATULATIONS 2021 GRADS!CONGRATULATIONS 2021 GRADS!

Liam Mills

Cohen Nimigon

Jaylynn Snider Logan Verstege

Sierra Moore

Parker Pietryszyn

Addison St.Cyr

Sirena Weatherbee-McMullen

Aiden Morris

Beckam Reynolds

Daniel Stephen

Tea Yates

Nathan Morrison

Cayden Russell

Magnum Moshenko

Hannah Sharp 

Ethan Thomas

Paytra Mylan-Goulet

Luke Smolarz

Jackson Titus

NEXT WEEK:  
HIGH SCHOOL GRADS

Highlander grads

Congrats JDH GRADS

Graduating, but not pictured, are:  
• Logan Keller  
• Grace Micallef  

• Senaia Stewart 
•  Taliah Dumas-

Stephenson
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Logan Beaver

Skylar Brown

Cole Hamilton

Nicole Lee

Logan Beers

Kadin Card

Chloe Hartwig

Andy Lippolis 

Simon Berthelot

Adam Davis

Quinn Higgins

Tinkerbell Maes

Emery Bagshaw

Haiden Bird

Dalton Fairey

Braidian Hudson

Alissa Mantel

Naiomi Bainbridge

Eva Bliedung

Emily Fitzell

Maya Johnson

Mackenzie McMartin-Lawr

Miles Bascombe

Chanel Bowman

Kennedy Gill

Jacy Lafontaine

Devon Michael-Lyddiatt

ARCHIE STOUFFER  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
GRADUATES 2021

WE WISH YOU A BRIGHT FUTURE AFTER A TOUGH YEAR
CONGRATULATIONS FROM EVERYONE AT THE HIGHLANDER

Highlander grads



Thursday July 8 2021 | Issue 493 13TheHighlander

Congratulations!
2021 GRADUATES!

COTTAGE COUNTRY 
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

EMMERSON 
LUMBER LIMITED 

15492 Hwy 35, Carnarvon 
705-489-2212

sales2@cottagecbs.com
www.cottagecountrybuildingsupplies.com

63 Maple Ave, Haliburton 
705-457-1550

information@emmersonlumber.com
www.emmersonlumber.com

Congratulations!

Aiden Milley

Trista Robinson Clair Stewart

Aaron Neave

Jayde Rowden

Jocelyn Thompson

Nicholas Neville

Bailey Shanks

Hayden Thorn

Dinah Ogley

Dominic Smith

Spencer Upton 

Mak Prentice

William Volochkov

Wyatt Raposo

Jazmin Smith

Congrats ASES GRADS

Pantone 343 C

Pantone 161 C

ongratulations!C
15141 Hwy 35, 1km 
south of Carnarvon 705-489-1939

Highlander grads

Congrats to the  
Wilberforce grads!
 
Unfortunately the 
photos provided 
were too small for 
publication.
If you have a good quality  
photo of your grad, send it to  
editor@thehighlander.ca



Thursday July 8 2021 | Issue 49314 TheHighlander

Notice of a Public Meeting
Concerning a Proposed Zoning By-Law Amendment  

Take Notice that pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the 
Council of the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills will hold a public meeting, which has 
general application to all lands within the Township of Minden Hills; and therefore a key map has 
not been provided. 

Purpose and Effect: The proposed Zoning By-law Amendment would serve to amend certain 
definitions, as well as introduce new regulations, intended to permit temporary habitation of a 
recreational vehicle on private property during the period of construction of a new dwelling. 

And Take Notice that the Township of Minden Hills will be holding a Public Meeting, as required 
under the Planning Act. The Public Meeting is an opportunity for Council to hear and consider 
comments related to the proposed amendments. Any member of the public may speak in favour, 
or opposition to, the proposed amendments during the Public Meeting.

Date and Location of Public Meeting

Date:   Thursday, July 29, 2021
Time:   9:00 AM
Location:  This will be held as a virtual meeting

Members of the Public Wishing to Watch the Meeting can do so by joining the live-stream link, 
available on YouTube at: https://youtu.be/L9yCZ-rBt-w

Members of the Public Wishing to Participate and Make Comment/Speak at the Meeting 
regarding the proposed amendments are encouraged to pre-register by emailing  
admin@mindenhills.ca before 4:00 PM on Wednesday, July 28th. You may also attend the meeting 
and register the morning of July 29th, before 8:30am. 

Participants registering after 8:30am will not be permitted into the public meeting. 

Once registered, participants will automatically be placed into a holding room and brought into the 
meeting as permitted by the Chair.

To attend the Zoom virtual meeting via Web, type www.zoom.us/join  in to your browser or attend 
by dialing the number below to access the meeting:

Telephone: 1-647-374-4685 or 1-647- 558-0588 
Meeting ID: 945 6036 9425
Passcode: 092369

PLEASE NOTE:  We encourage those wishing to view the meeting to also download the agenda, 
as it will not be displayed during the streaming process. Meeting agendas can be downloaded by 
visiting the township website at: www.mindenhills.ca/council.

Please note the live-stream link provided for each meeting will only be activated while Council is in 
session.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding the proposed Amendment is available to the public for 
inspection at the Municipal Office located at 7 Milne Street by appointment or at such time as 
the Township offices re-open and is available online at www.mindenhills.ca/newsroom. For more 
information about this matter, including information about preserving your appeal rights, contact 
the undersigned at admin@mindenhills.ca or by phone at  
705-286-1260 ext. 505.

ANY PERSON may attend the public meeting and/or make written or verbal representation either 
in support of or in opposition to the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment. 

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make 
written submissions to the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills before the by-law is 
passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Corporation of the 
Township of Minden Hills to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, or make 
written submissions to the Council for the Corporation of the Township of Minden Hills before the 
by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an 
appeal before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are 
reasonable grounds to do so.
 
IF YOU WISH TO BE NOTIFIED of the decision of the Township of Minden Hills in respect to 
the proposed zoning by-law amendment, you must submit a written request to the Township of 
Minden Hills. For more information about this matter, including information about preserving your 
appeal rights, contact the undersigned at admin@mindenhills.ca.

ACCESSIBILITY: The Township of Minden Hills is committed to providing services as set out in the 
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005. If you have accessibility needs and require 
alternative formats or other accommodations, please contact the undersigned.

PRIVACY DISCLOSURE: As one of the purposes of the Planning Act is to provide for planning 
processes that are open and accessible, all written submissions, documents, correspondence, 
e-mails or other communications (including your name and address) form part of the public 
record and may be disclosed/made available by the Township as deemed appropriate, including 
anyone requesting such information. Please note that by submitting any of this information, you 
are providing the Township with your consent to use and disclose this information as part of the 
planning process.

DATED this 7th day of July, 2021
Trisha McKibbin, Clerk 
7 Milne Street, P.O. Box 359
Minden, ON. K0M 2K0

If providing comment, please consider making an electronic submission to the e-mail address 
above, or, make specific reference to the Application Number on the outside of the envelope. 

By Kirk Winter
Red Hawk graduates and their families 
gathered in front of their computer screens 
to take part in Haliburton Highlands 
Secondary School’s 2020-2021 virtual 
graduation June 29.

While students and staff would have 
preferred an in-person grad, the planning 
committee pulled out all the stops to make 
it a night to remember for students who 
have seen their final two years impacted by 
a global pandemic.

Principal Chris Boulay told the graduates, 
“Tonight you will accept one of the most 
important documents you may ever receive: 
your high school diploma. We celebrate 
your achievement and are witnesses to you 
being honoured. I know I speak on behalf 
of this entire school community when I 
say that I am very proud of this graduating 
class. Today is a moment that you will 
remember forever, with you and loved ones 
all likely watching with pride celebrating 
the close of a chapter of over 13 years of 
school and the start of new opportunities, 
challenges and adventures.” 

Boulay thanked donors who made 
prizes and awards available to graduates, 
“despite experiencing the harsh economic 
circumstances of the last two years.” 

Boulay spoke of issues overcome 
by the class. “I want to reflect on the 
challenges you’ve faced, whether it be with 
friendships, relationships, loss, shortened 
sports seasons, a pandemic. I want you to 
reflect on how you have grown in many 
ways through these experiences, learning 
about social injustice and the looming 
importance of justice, equity, inclusion and 
diversity. I ask you to reflect on what you 
learned through these experiences – an 
appreciation of freedom and democracy, 
where we live and work, connected with 
each other in person ... be grateful for 
human connections, for those who mean so 
much to you.”

Valedictorian Bence Suranyi, who will be 
attending University of Toronto next year 

to study computer engineering, told his 112 
fellow  graduates that when he first entered 
Grade 9 the school seemed so huge and 
alien, not knowing any of the teachers and 
very few of the other students and getting 
lost in “the maze that is HHSS.”

Suranyi continued, “We are going down 
very different paths. Whether you are going 
to post-secondary, doing an apprenticeship 
or going straight into the workforce we 
will all be parting ways to some degree 
after this graduation and that is sad to think 
about. But, going through four years of high 
school together cannot be discounted that 
simply because all the experiences that we 
have together are truly binding.”

The valedictorian reminded his friends 
“once a Hawk, always a Hawk. Remember 
that! We will soar!”

The honours and awards section of the 
program reflected the depth and breadth 
of programming offered at HHSS with 
dozens of students receiving recognition for 
winning individual subject awards, school 
letters, certifications in Specialist High 
Skills Major, extended French certificates, 
certificates in technological education or 
being a member of the honour society and 
achieving an 80 per cent average in their 
graduating year.

Megan Klose led the way with six 
individual awards plus the Lieutenant-
Governor’s Award for Community Service. 
Daniella Meraw followed a close second 
with five awards and the Governor 
General’s Academic Medal for the student 
graduating with the highest overall average. 
Emma James was recognized with five 
subject related awards, followed by Desi 
Davies with four, April Kovacs with three 
and Suranyi with three.

Boulay issued a challenge at the 
conclusion of his remarks.

“We wish you productive and happy 
futures. Celebrate your accomplishments. 
In the world of Instagram and something 
called TikTok ... leave your mark on the 
world. Do good, be strong, be a difference 
maker.” 

Grads encouraged to 
be ‘difference makers’

Andrew Mansfield pipes in grads at a past in-person convocation. File.

Highlander grads
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1297 Kashagawigamog Lake Road
Minden Hills, ON, K0M 2K0

(416) 432-4058

Gourmet To-Go
A unique dining

experience in the comfort
of  your own home.

Thank you for an absolutely fabulous 
meal. We were blown away...the 
churros were an amazing extra.
We will be ordering again soon!
- Sarah M.

HaliburtonPostHouse.ca

D A G M A R  B O E T T C H E R

C: 705-457-5968
O: 705-457-2128 x37 
E: dagmar@interhop.net
dagmarboettcher.com

BROKER

This homestead dates back 100 years and is a rare stone farmhouse located on 100 peaceful acres. Walls are two foot thick stone cut 
from the property and lumber for the structure came from the site as well. The home o� ers 4 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, a large eat in 
farmhouse kitchen, and a separate o� ice on the main floor. The wraparound deck o� ers amazing views of the open areas and property. 
A separate garage with hydro and a concrete floor provides lots of room for the car, lawnmower and other toys. Also on the property is a 
cabin that could be converted into a workshop or art studio. With ample parking, this property is perfect for a snowbird who needs to park 
a large RV. If you have always wanted to restore an original stone farmhouse, then this may be the property for you! Swimming is nearby 
on Clear Lake or Davis Lake. ATV and snowmobile trails run in the area as well. Call to book an appointment today!

  NEW PRICE $660,000 - 1474 BULLER ROAD, MINDEN HILLSTHE HIRSTWOOD HOMESTEAD

The Teachings of Baha'u'llah (Bahai Faith) are off ered to 
the world in a quest for unity. The Baha'is in our County 

invite your questions and queries.

To speak with a Bahai in our area please call:  Haliburton, 
Helen, 705-457-1999, Minden, George and Kathie 

705-286- 3378, West Guilford/ Kennisis, Pat and Peter
1-416-606-9657, Eagle Lake / Fort Irwin Gord and 
Kathryn 705-754-0939 or contact www.bahai.org.

“ Unity in diversity. No man has all truth, all 
have some truth. We are the fl owers of one garden. 

Our diff erences can also be our beauty.

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF: 
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION 

FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS, 
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING, 

BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES, 
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

DON BARKER HEATING & COOLING

By Kirk Winter
Twelve very proud graduates were 
feted virtually by the staff of the Adult 
Alternate Education Centre (AAEC) 
in Haliburton on June 25 with heartfelt 
speeches and awards recognizing a lot 
of hard work and perseverance during 
a worldwide pandemic.

Haydee Billings, Dukota Davidson, 
Emily Davis, Autumn Duff, Marshall 
Eady, Amber Goodrich, Nicholas 
Klochkoff, Dylan Main, Jaime 
Moore, Stacey Robertson, Destiny 
Thomsen and Holly Young received 
their secondary school diplomas and 
now begin the transition to work, 
an apprenticeship or post-secondary 
studies.

Principal Lisa Uuldricks told the 
students, “I am very sorry that I cannot 
be presenting this message to you in 
person. High school graduation is such 
an amazing time in your life. You have 
overcome so many challenges, with 
the pandemic adding so many missed 
opportunities.”

Uuldricks reminded the students of a 
line from the Wizard of Oz that says, 
“No thief, however skillful, can rob 

one of their knowledge.”
Uuldricks told the graduates they 

had been robbed of many things by 
the pandemic like social gatherings, 
haircuts, eating in restaurants and even 
a proper high school graduation, “but 
no one can rob you of the knowledge 
you have gained by walking through 
the doors of our school.”

AAEC staff told graduates, “It is with 
heartfelt tears, smiles and good wishes 
that we send our graduates on their 
way to their futures.”

The tradition of selecting a 
valedictorian by staff was suspended 
this year with teachers wanting to 
recognize the resilience and effort put 
in by the entire class in very trying 
times.

“Lockdowns, isolation, layoffs, 
illness and loss dominated our County 
and our country,” staff shared, “and 
much of this year we met from afar, 
commiserating together and learning 
together. We thank you for staying in 
touch, always having a smile for us, 
showing your dedication and giving us 
the gift of your gratitude.”

Graduates were told that, “Family, 
friends and your classmates are in 

awe of what you have accomplished 
during the most difficult times in 
recent history in our country. Look in 
front and you will see the best coming 
towards you; look behind you and you 
will see all of us supporting you and 
wishing you well.”

Awards
•  Haydee Billings 

Winner of the Joshua Rewa  
Award of Distinction

•  Emily Davis 
Winner of the OSSTF Academic 
Award

•  Autumn Duff 
Winner of the OSSTF Academic 
Award 
Winner of the Principal’s Award 
Nominated for the Joshua Rewa 
Memorial Post-Secondary Bursary

•  Nicholas Klochkoff 
Winner of the Post Secondary/
Apprenticeship Award 
Nominated for the Joshua Rewa 
Memorial Post Secondary Bursary

•  Destiny Thomsen 
Winner of the CUPE Achievement 
Award

Adults’ turn for the cap and gown
Trustee Gary Brohman at a past AAEC grad. File photo.

Highlander grads



BOAT?newnew

“COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE, COMMITTED TO YOU”

COME IN FOR A VISIT AND BE COME IN FOR A VISIT AND BE 
READY FOR NEXT YEAR!READY FOR NEXT YEAR!

3613 County Road 121 Kinmount  
705-488-2811 | walstenmarine.com

info@walstenmarine.com

~~need aneed a
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Highlander arts

HCDC has been supporting community economic
development, community planning, job creation and
business development in Haliburton County for 35

years.
 

We are looking for residents of Haliburton County to
join our professional team of volunteers and add to
our variety of expertise. Together we aim to provide

responsive services and solutions to create and
nurture innovative, viable and sustainable

businesses and organizations.
 

For a Board Member Job Description, go to
www.haliburtoncdc.ca

 
To apply, submit your cover letter and resume by

July 20th to hreid@haliburtoncdc.ca
 

Seeking
Board

Members

Nominations 
 Now Open 

for The Business
& Community
Achievement

Awards 

Is there an organization or
individual that helped make
your 2020 in the Haliburton

Highlands? 
 

Recognize them with a
nomination for a Chamber

Award.
 

Nominations are now open for
the following awards: 

 

Innovation & Creativity Award

Customer First – Employee Award

Customer First – Business Award

Skilled Trades & Industry Award

New Business of the Year Award

Young Professional of the Year

Award 

Tourism & Hospitality Award

Entrepreneur of the Year Award

Highlander of the Year Award

Not-for-Profit of the Year

Business Achievement Award

 
Find all the details at

haliburtonchamber.com/awards 

haliburtonchamber.com 
705-457-4700

    I ran my first ad 
with The Highlander last 
week. My phone has not 
stopped ringing, I have 
secured a large project 
to start ASAP and I 
have bids out on two 
additional projects. The 
Highlander is awesome!
- Marcella’s Refinishing 

“

It’s what everyone’s reading 

ADVERTISING  
HERE WORKS

By Sam Gillett 
An upcoming circus performance will 
explore the emotional toll of COVID-19 
through fire dancing, high-flying acrobatics 
and electric violins. 

NorthFIRE circus, an Ontario-based group 
of performers, is displaying “Theatre on 
Fire: from chaos to calm” at Abbey Gardens 
July 16-18. 

Isabella Hoops, a performer and the 
show’s producer, said the upcoming act was 
created to move viewers through the seven 
stages of grief. 

“I started thinking about how much this 
pandemic has effected all of us – we’ve all 
gone through these stages of grief,” Hoops 
said. 

From shock to denial to acceptance and 
hope, Hoops and her fellow fire dancers 
and musicians will showcase their skills 
in choreographed sets that correspond to 
feelings and emotions they’ve dealt with 
during COVID-19.

Aerial acrobats will perform on 22-foot-
high silks – using the fabric to perform 
spins and flips and electric violinist 
Dr. Draw will accompany the show’s 
exploration of processing a post-COVID 
world. 

“With each stage [of grief] – we 
spent many hours just finding different 
movements that reflected how we feel 
during that stage,” Hoops said. 

That’s not to say the performance is all 
COVID-induced gloom – acceptance and 

hope are prominent themes in the stages of 
grief and the Circus act. 

“It’s joyful,” Hoops said. “It’s letting go 
of what we’ve been through, enjoying and 
rejoicing in what we have to look forward 
to.”

Hoops said the name of the show is 
also a nod to how the pandemic impacted 

performing arts. “So many of us artists just 
really went from chaos to calm,” she said. 

Audience members will sit in physically-
distanced circles, and are encouraged to 
bring their own pillows, blankets and lawn 
chairs.  

For tickets, visit northfirecircus.com 

Finding chaos and calm in the circus

Performers dance, juggle torches and perform acrobatic feats in NorthFIRE circus 
productions. Photo submitted by NorthFIRE Circus.



INFORMATION PAGE
7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 

Toll Free 1-844-277-1260 Fax: 705-286-4917 • www.mindenhills.ca

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911   AFTER-HOURS MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY DIAL 1-866-856-3247

@Township.Minden.Hills            Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

(Virtual) Council Meetings
Council and Closed Session 
meetings are currently being 
conducted virtually via web 

conference meetings, until further 
notice. Meetings begin at 9:00am 

unless otherwise noted. The 
schedule of upcoming meetings are:

July 29 
Regular Council Meeting

August 26 
Regular Council Meeting 

Please note Council Meetings are 
reduced to one (1) meeting a month 

in July, August and December.

Members of the Public are invited 
to observe Council proceedings by 

joining a live-stream link available on 
the township website at  

www.mindenhills.ca/council/ or 
by using the direct link provided 

in the notice. We encourage those 
wishing to view the meeting to also 
download the agenda, as it will not 
be displayed during the streaming 
process. Meeting agendas can be 

downloaded by visiting our website 
at www.mindenhills.ca/council/.  
Please note the live-stream link 

provided for each meeting will only 
be activated while Council is in 

session.

Waste Reduction Tip
You can drop off textiles (in good and 
poor condition) in the donation bin at 
Scotch Line Landfill. Good textiles are 
re-used and poor quality textiles are 

recycled.

REQUEST FOR  
PROPOSALS/TENDERS

Please see below and visit our website 
at www.mindenhills.ca/tenders/ for more 
information and submission deadlines.

RFT #RDS 21-08 Moore Lake 
Drainage Improvements

The Township is seeking qualified bids 
to undertake drainage improvements at 
Moore Lake Estates Road and Shetland 
Drive. The deadline for submissions is 

July 14, 2021 by 12:00 noon.

RFP #CSD 21-01  
Fitness Equipment  

(Supply & Installation)
The Township is seeking proposals from 

interested and qualified Respondents 
for the provision and installation of 

exercise equipment in the new Minden 
Hills Community Centre and SG Nesbitt 

Memorial Arena. The deadline for 
submissions is July 28, 2021 by  

12:00 noon.

A Message from the Fire Department
Babysitting Safety Tips

Parents need to know who their child is sitting for; make it a rule that the sitter 
must always have permission before a babysitting job is accepted.

Meet with the family before you or your child babysits and get the following 
information:

 • Parents’ names
 • Children’s names and ages
 • Address of the house
 • Emergency services number (usually 911)
 • Nationwide poison control hotline: 1-800-222-1222
 • Location of fire extinguisher, flashlights
 • Cell phone or pager number for parents
 
General safety reminders for sitters:

 • Turn on outside lights in the evening
 • Keep doors and windows locked; lock the door after the parent  
  leaves
 • If the kids are asleep, check on them every 15 minutes
 • Never identify yourself as the sitter on the phone, instead, say the  
  parent can’t come to the phone and take a message
 • Don’t tie up the phone, in case the parents are trying to call
 
Potentially dangerous items or situations in the home:

 • Small children in bathtubs - never leave a child alone in the bathtub,  
  not even for a second.
 • In case of a fire know all the ways out of the house. Get kids out  
  immediately, stay close to the floor, and do not open a door if it is hot.  
  Only when you are out of the house, call for help from a neighbor’s,  
  and do not go back in for any reason.

For more babysitting safety information please visit 
https://kidsit.com/stay-safe-babysitting

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
We are currently looking to fill a variety 
of positions within the Township.  Many 

opportunities include benefits such as enrollment 
in a comprehensive benefit package, Employee 
Assistance Plan, life insurance, personal health 

coverage, OMERS pension plan, vacation, 
float and sick time entitlements as well as 

opportunities for training and development.  
Please see below and visit our website at  

www.mindenhills.ca/employment-opportunities/ 
for more information and application deadlines.

FINANCE
Accounts Receivable/Accounting Clerk 
Oversees the day-to-day financial functions and 
provides assistance to the Director of Finance/
Treasurer in the development and implementation 
of financial goals and objectives relative to the 
processing and payment of accounts receivables, 
utility billing and general accounting requirements. 
This is a permanent, full time, union position. 
Hours are 35/week, Monday to Friday. Rate of Pay 
is $24.60/hour, subject to union dues. Submission 
deadline is July 15, 2021 by 12:00 noon.

PUBLIC WORKS
Operations Manager (Roads)
Equipment Operator (Temporary Full Time)
Equipment Labourer (Short Term)

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Operator (Full Time)
Operator (Casual)

BUILDING/BYLAW/PLANNING
Building Inspector
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Sports hall of fame
By Lisa Gervais
Haliburton Highlands Sports Hall of Fame 
inductee, Joe Iles, was a people person, 
his wife Jean said.

Jean said her late husband, who passed 
away in 2011, “loved their friendship and 
he loved teasing them a little bit at the 
garage. He enjoyed the community and he 
took part in much of it, in sports, and at 
the fire hall for years and the fellowship 
there.”

Iles was chosen by the committee 
for more than six decades of active 
involvement in sports in Haliburton 
County.

At just 15, he was the youngest player on 
the Senior Huskies, but dominated play. 
At 17, he earned legendary status during 
the final game of the 1945 Porter Cup.

According to the committee, “in front of 
the largest crowd to ever watch a hockey 
game in Haliburton County, Joe broke 
a 6-6 tie, scoring the winning overtime 
goal with a dazzling end-to-end rush. 
The resounding cheers of the crowd echo 
through time and remind us why the arena 
was central to Haliburton’s culture in that 
golden era.”

Another highlight of his hockey career 
was the chance to play at Maple Leaf 
Gardens as a member of the 1947 OHA 
Junior All-Star team.  

Iles was also a top flight baseball player, 
a local golf champion and a celebrated 
skip at the Haliburton Curling Club. In 

1961, he skipped his team to victory, 
winning both the Carling and Gilliam 
trophies.  

Iles was also influential in the 
community, holding many leadership 
positions.  He was a founding member 
of the Glen Dart Hockey Tournament, 
president of the Haliburton Minor Hockey 
Association, president of the Haliburton 
Curling Club and president of the Rotary 
Club.  His most prominent public service 
was as a 40-year member of the Dysart 
Volunteer Fire Department, and for many 
years as its chief.   

The hall said Iles’ athletic career taught 
him courage, teamwork, and tenacity, 
characteristics he used to serve his 
community. His lifetime accomplishments 
were recognized when he was presented 
with the 125th anniversary Medal of the 
Confederation of Canada.

Jean said Iles might have been a little 
surprised by his induction but would be 
“very, very thrilled and honoured to be 
included.”

She said she thinks he was driven by 
his love of friendship, camaraderie and 
community.

Her daughter, Pam, agreed. 
“He was active in Rotary, which was 

certainly a community committee. He 
coached hockey for years and years. 
At the garage he ran, he loved when 
customers came in. He had a secret stash 
of candy when they came in with young 
children. He loved the little ones.” 

Joe Iles’ love of people fuelled involvement

Joe Iles. Photo submitted.



Thursday July 8 2021 | Issue 493 19TheHighlander

From Haliburton and Huntsville, to Halifax and Hong Kong,

We’ve been building award-winning
log & timber homes since 1979!

confederationloghomes.com



SERVING HALIBURTON Area For Over 40 Years!

705-457-1152 • 705-286-1178
6798 Hwy 35, Coboconk, ON

www.shepherdenvironmental.ca

SEPTIC PUMPINGSEPTIC PUMPINGSEPTIC PUMPINGSEPTIC PUMPING

WOW
That ain

‛t

honey!FRENCH
Septic and Holding Tank Pumping • Fast Response
Experienced Servicemen • Real Estate Inspections

Portable Toilet Rentals

YearRound Service!

705-457-1152 • 705-286-1178

Round Service!

Portable Toilet Rentals

       WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

• Our office is temporarily closed to the public due to Covid-19.

• Please practice physical distancing when our drivers arrive.

• No cash please. Credit Cards or Electronic Fund Transfers. 

Dan & Sarah Garbutt • 705.286.1843 • garbuttdisposal@outlook.com

•	 Construction	Waste	

Containers

•	 Commercial	Containers

•	 Demolition	Services

•	 10	to	40	Cubic	Yard	Bins

•	 Licensed	by	Ministry	of	

Environment

•		Fully	Insured

Dan & Sarah Garbutt • 705.286.1843 • garbuttdisposal@outlook.com

•	 Construction	Waste	

Containers

•	 Commercial	Containers

•	 Demolition	Services

•	 10	to	40	Cubic	Yard	Bins

•	 Licensed	by	Ministry	of	

Environment

•		Fully	Insured

•  Construction 
Waste Containers 

• Commercial Containers 
• Demolition Services 
• 10 to 40 Cubic Yard Bins
•  Licensed by Ministry of 

Environment
• Fully Insured

Dan & Sarah Garbutt • 705.286.1843 • garbuttdisposal@outlook.com

•	 Construction	Waste	

Containers

•	 Commercial	Containers

•	 Demolition	Services

•	 10	to	40	Cubic	Yard	Bins

•	 Licensed	by	Ministry	of	

Environment

•		Fully	Insured
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 Solar
Security, Graphics 

Home &
Business

Home & Cottage Show 
Booth 9

Serving Haliburton Highlands
Authorized dealer/applicator

1-877-706-5858

SOLUTIONS FOR
HeatGlareFadingU.V. Rays 

HHome ome 
      &       & BBusinessusiness

WWW.FRANKLINTINT.COM

Serving Haliburton Highlands
Authorized dealer/applicator

1-877-706-58581-877-706-5858

SOLUTIONS FOR 
•Heat •Glare •Fading • U.V. Rays

BUILDING & Renos& Renos



Thursday July 8 2021 | Issue 493 21TheHighlander

W.D BARRY
• LANDSCAPING 
• SITE PREPARATION 
• SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
• DANGER TREES 
• COTTAGE LIFTING 
• BASEMENTS 
• FLOATING EQUIPMENT

derwin.barry@yahoo.ca • 705-457-0710
Furnaces•Ductwork•Boilers•Fireplaces•Heat Pumps

Air Conditioning•Chimneys •Gas Piping•Hot Water Tanks

northernhvacco.ca • 705.489.2001
KEEPING YOUR HOME COMFORTABLE

BART’S ROOFING 
& RESTORATIONS

FREE 
ESTIMATES

• New Roofs & Re-Roofi ng • Fascia & Fascia Board 
• Cedar Shake, Shingles & Repairs • Eaves-Troughs 

• Skylight Replacement & Repair • Ventilation Systems 

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED FROM TOP TO BOTTOM

• bartsroofi ng.ca 
• bartsroofi ng5@gmail.com

Blake Huestis 
705-720-4201

Office: (705) 457-4576
Fax: (705) 457-1494

Professionalism at “Your Service”

705-457-4576 
steve@churkoelectric.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL

 

Professional Installation 
        Hunter Douglas Custom Blinds 

Benjamin Moore Paint 
Ceramic, Porcelain & Natural Stone Tile 
Hardwood, Laminate & Vinyl Flooring 

                   25 Hops Drive 
cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca               Haliburton ON 
www.cordellcarpet.ca             P: 705-457-2022 
 

FULL SERVICE | PLUMBING CONTRACTOR
MATTHEW MCWILLIAMS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
705-457-0325 | matthew.mcwilliams@hotmail.com

We now have a patent using perforated eave trims 
to prevent ice back-up and IT WORKS!

QUALITY ROOFINGQUALITY ROOFING
Steel - Shingles 

Eavestroughing & Gutter Guard

 info@stoughtonsqualityroofi ng.ca
stoughtonsqualityroofi ng.ca705-457-0703

NEXT BUILDING & RENO  
SECTION IS AUG 5. CONTACT 
SALES@THEHIGHLANDER.CA

By Lisa Harrison
Delays caused by pandemic 
restrictions have combined with 
increased demand for customized 
rural dwellings to create a hot local 
construction market with large projects 
booked well into next year.

“These are trying times for everyone, 
please be patient,” advised Aggie Tose, 
executive officer for the Haliburton 
County Home Builders Association.

“Coming into the County in June 
and July and expecting the contractors 
to come see your project right now is 
just unrealistic. It most certainly isn’t 
because we don’t want the work. We 
do.”

However, contractors are trying 
to balance pandemic management 
requirements, material shortages, and 
delays on the projects they’ve already 
committed to, explained Tose. 

Also, “[the] safety of our staff is a 
priority before we consider allowing 
them to work in your home or cottage 
… [and the] contractors also have 
families they haven’t seen since the 
pandemic began.

“The other problem for contractors in 
our area is that we only have so many 
staff and we can’t take on more than 
we can handle. There is so much work, 
most contractors are booked for big 
jobs into the summer of 2022.”

Costs for materials have risen by 
more than 150 per cent in some cases, 
said Tose, and while the size of most 
projects remains the same, the number 
of project requests has more than 
doubled. 

“In the beginning we were very 
concerned about the lumber mills 
closing due to COVID, but they seem 
to be up and running well now. The 
[initial] lag in production slowed 
lumber arriving. There seems to be a 
big problem right now getting other 

materials in a timely manner. Doors 
and windows are nine to 12 weeks 
on order and ICF [insulated concrete 
forms] blocks for foundations seem to 
be very difficult to get.

“I think the biggest change is that the 
contractors are having to plan material 
purchases much earlier than they 
might have in the past.”

Despite the delays, contractors may 
have room to tackle some smaller 
projects, but that will also depend on 
the supply of materials, said Tose.

“The Canadian Home Builders’ 
Association has been active with 
lumber industry counterparts, the 
federal government and the U.S. 
National Association of Home 

Builders to pursue all avenues to bring 
more supply online and bring prices 
down.

“With strong housing demand 
expected to continue, and lumber 
supply having a hard time catching up, 
it is expected lumber prices will stay 
high for some time, certainly through 
the first half of 2021. Lumber futures 
show a descent of lumber prices as the 
year continues, but this will be slow 
through 2021 and 2022. Even at the 
end of 2022, lumber prices are not 
expected to be all the way back to near 
pre-pandemic levels.”

So it appears a little patience will 
have to go a long way.

Patience a necessity in construction market

A hot local construction market continues in Haliburton County. Flickr.

BUILDING & Renos& Renos

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN COTTAGES 
INCLUDING RENTALS

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com
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    CALL TODD FOR MORE INFORMATION   

IT'S NOT JUST A SCREEN, IT'S A LIFESTYLE!

These days, more and more homeowners are turning to 

their garages to nd additional space in their existing homes.  

Our LIFESTYLE GARAGE SCREEN SYSTEM allows 

homeowners to do just that!  

The Lifestyle screen is a fully retractable, spring loaded 

system that works in conjunction with your existing 

garage door. Going from garage to an airy, pest–free 

space is a snap and takes just seconds. When you are 

done enjoying the great outdoors, simply retract the 

Lifestyle screen and put your garage door down as usual.  

It’s that easy!

Our screen systems offer protection against insects, 

support fresh air, and enhance viewing pleasure.   

GENIUS WINDOW & DOOR SCREENS are retractable 

screening solutions for doors, windows and other 

openings such as patios, verandas, and garages. Unlike 

conventional insect screens, Genius screens retract out-

of-sight when not in use, creating uninterrupted views.  

With a wide selection of fabrics and frame colors, Genius 

screens provide fresh natural ventilation, shade from the 

sun, and protection from insects as they enhance the 

comfort of any home.

705-341-8010

     INTRODUCTORY 

  SPECIAL!
$1599 
$1899

7’ High by  
Standard widths 
8’ High by  
Standard widths

           CANADA DAY 

  SPECIAL!
NO Charge Installation 
No HST 
On any order placed in July 2021

HappyHomeLifestyle.ca   |  Todd@happyhomelifestyle.ca

HAPPY 
HOME

INSTALLED 
$329

Entrance 
Door Retractable
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RIVERVIEW PINE SOFA 
Reg. $1999  NOW $1499

RIVERVIEW PINE LOVESEAT 
Reg $1799  NOW $1299

PINE STORAGE COFFEE TABLE 
Reg $699  NOW $499

All available in any stain and many designer fabrics to choose from

Available in Maple
Available 
in Maple

Many Bases 
Available

Built By

7’ PINE DISTRESSED 
TABLE  

with Trestle Base
Reg. $2099 • NOW $1579 

5’ PINE RUSTIC  
BUFFET & HUTCH 
Reg. $2499 • NOW $1799 

4’ BUFFET & HUTCH 
Live Edge Top

Reg. $2499 • NOW $1799

6’ LIVE EDGE  
HARVEST TABLE 

With Trestle Base w/12” End Extension 
Reg. $2499 • NOW $1999

Built By

Many Designer Fabrics &  
Stain Choices To Choose From!

WHY PAY RETAIL, BUY DIRECTLY FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Be Sure To Follow 
Us On-Line!

HOURS OF 
OPERATION  
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun: 10:30am-3:30pm

HOURS OF 
OPERATION  
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun: 10:30am-3:30pm

705-286-3167  •  94 Bobcaygeon Road  •  DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

705-286-3167  •  94 Bobcaygeon Road  •  DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

We Carry ALL Canadian-Made Products!We Carry ALL Canadian-Made Products!
All Wood Items Are Built  

Right Here in Haliburton County!
WE BUILD IN PINE, MAPLE, OAK OR YOUR CHOICE OF WOOD!

All Wood Items Are Built  
Right Here in Haliburton County!

WE BUILD IN PINE, MAPLE, OAK OR YOUR CHOICE OF WOOD!

– Canadian Made – 

QUEEN MATTRESS  
& BOXSPRING SET

Sleepking 800 Pocket Coil  
Foam Encased  

Other Sizes Available at Similar Savings! 

LAKESIDE SOFA 
Reg. $1999 • NOW $1479 

CHAIR 
Reg $1499 • NOW $1079 

Many designer fabrics  
to choose from!

ON SALE $899!!Regular Price: $1399

While 

quantitie
s 

last!

While 

quantitie
s 

last!

LAKESIDE  
LIVE EDGE SERIES

SOFA 
Reg. $2499 NOW $1879! 

LOVESEAT 
Reg. $2399 NOW $1779! 

CHAIR 
Reg. $1899 NOW $1379! 

QUEEN RUSTIC 
BED W/STORAGE 

DRAWERS 
Regular Price: $2999 

NOW $2279 
Available in many size & stain choices.  

RUSTIC CHEST 
NOW $979!

~Riverview’s Own ~

PINE BUNKBED! 
Available in many different 

configurations and stain choices! 

SINGLE OVER DOUBLE 
Reg. $1699 NOW $1279 

TRUNDLE NOW $479! 
7’ BOAT SHELF $579! 

Any colour choice!

SOLID PINE DINING TABLE 
with Maple Shaker Chairs
Available in any size with many  

stain choices to choose from! 

PINE LIVING ROOM SUITE 
All Built by Riverview & All On Sale!

Built By Built By

Built By

Sectionals & Sofa Beds Available! 

Available in many different configurations

Matching Pieces Available!
We Carry Hemp Mattresses!

Designer Consultant Available to Come to Your Home  
and Assist with Flooring & Furniture Decorating Ideas. 

FREE SHOP 
@ Home Services

Made In Canada Made In Canada Made In Canada

Embassy Sleep

6” FOAM 
MATTRESS 

with one side quilted top

SINGLE SET $219! 
DOUBLE SET $259! 
QUEEN SET $299! 
KING SET $399! 

CROWN SERIES
INDIVIDUAL 

POCKET COIL  
SINGLE SET Reg. $1099  

NOW $799
DOUBLE SET Reg. $1199 

NOW $899
QUEEN SET Reg. $1299 

NOW $999
KING SET Reg. $1799 

NOW $1299

KINGSDOWN 
POCKET COIL  
QUEEN SET Reg. $1799 

NOW $1179
SINGLE SET Reg. $1499 

NOW $979
DOUBLE SET Reg. $1699 

NOW $1079
KING SET Reg. $2099 

NOW $1579

Brothers Craig & Derrick have been in business together for 40 
years.  Riverview Furniture was established in 1979.  They worked 
out of a tiny 400 sq.ft. building that over the past 40 years has 
grown into over 7000 sq.ft. of space that includes flooring, blinds, 
appliances, mattress’s, upholstered furniture, and of coarse their 
hand crafted custom built wood furniture.  Riverview is known 
first and foremost for their custom wood products.  Their staple 
slogan “Built for a Lifetime of Memories”  has helped 1000’s of 
clients design and build custom pieces for their homes and cottages 
that will last for many generations.  Come visit Cabin Country 
located right beside Riverview Furniture to view many of our 
beautiful custom pieces.  Riverview Furniture prides themselves 
in selling over 90% All Canadian Made Product with the most 

exciting part is their wood is sourced from all over Ontario.  Derrick and Craig plus their staff pride themselves in putting their customers first 
and making it one of their top priorities that their customers are happy with the service they have received.  Riverview Furniture would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of their customers new and returning, because without them we wouldn’t have lasted these 40 years.  Come 
visit our showroom – Downtown Minden to help celebrate 40 years in Haliburton County.

Celebrating Our 40th Anniversary!

We Carry Custom  
George Jackson Blinds

20% OFF All Styles

We Carry GE & 
Whirlpool Appliances WE HAVE 

Delivery and Set-Up 
AVAILABLE

ASK ABOUT RIVERVIEW’S LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE

LAKESIDE  
WILDLIFE  

SECTIONAL  
W/CHAISE

Reg. $4999 • NOW $3999 
Many fabric choices are available

SOLID MAPLE  
DINING CHAIRS 
Starting At $299!

COTTAGE L IFE
SHOW SPECIALS

Show Only!~Handcrafted Furniture ~
Built For A Lifetime Of Memories

Built By Available In Any Size & Stain Choice!

Black and Early American 

BUFFET & HUTCH 
Reg. $2699  NOW $1899 

for Both Pieces! 

Cambray Style 

BUFFET & HUTCH 
Reg. $2699  NOW $1899 

for Both Pieces! Built In Any Size & Stain Choice Available!
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705-286-3167 • 94 Bobcaygeon Rd • DOWNTOWN MINDEN
info@riverview-furniture.com • www.riverview-furniture.com

FLOORING

Think Riverview

VISIT OUR 1000 SQ FT SHOWROOM  
dedicated to all types of flooring and carpet available by 10 different suppliers 

which gives you an amazing selection to choose from all at great pricing!

Over 40 years of flooring & carpet 
experience in Haliburton County ON STAFF 

INSTALLERS WITH 
GUARANTEED 

WORKMANSHIP

    E
XPERIENCED

WE OFFER  
FREE SHOP  
AT HOME 
SERVICE

We carry a wide variety 
of flooring and carpet 
in stock located in our 

1500 sq ft warehousing  
location

RIVERVIEW PINE SOFA 
Reg. $1999  NOW $1499

RIVERVIEW PINE LOVESEAT 
Reg $1799  NOW $1299

PINE STORAGE COFFEE TABLE 
Reg $699  NOW $499

All available in any stain and many designer fabrics to choose from

Available in Maple
Available 
in Maple

Many Bases 
Available

Built By

7’ PINE DISTRESSED 
TABLE  

with Trestle Base
Reg. $2099 • NOW $1579 

5’ PINE RUSTIC  
BUFFET & HUTCH 
Reg. $2499 • NOW $1799 

4’ BUFFET & HUTCH 
Live Edge Top

Reg. $2499 • NOW $1799

6’ LIVE EDGE  
HARVEST TABLE 

With Trestle Base w/12” End Extension 
Reg. $2499 • NOW $1999

Built By

Many Designer Fabrics &  
Stain Choices To Choose From!

WHY PAY RETAIL, BUY DIRECTLY FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Be Sure To Follow 
Us On-Line!

HOURS OF 
OPERATION  
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun: 10:30am-3:30pm

HOURS OF 
OPERATION  
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sun: 10:30am-3:30pm
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR • CUSTOM BUILT COUNTRY HOMES
ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS

705-457-1224 | 866-343-4985 | info@rodcoen.com | rodcoen.com

Celebrating Over 35 YearsGENERAL CONTRACTOR • CUSTOM BUILT COUNTRY HOMES
ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS

705-457-1224 | 866-343-4985 | info@rodcoen.com | rodcoen.com

Celebrating Over 35 Years

By Lisa Harrison
Whether you’re building or 
renovating, you want to be sure you 
can keep what you’ve paid for. A 
survey will ensure you’ve drawn 
accurate boundary lines in the plan 
before you begin.

“A licensed Ontario Land Surveyor 
[OLS] is the only professional in 
the province of Ontario who is able 
to determine the legal limits of a 
property,” said Rodney Geyer, OLS. 

“Without knowing your limits you 
cannot ensure that your new building 
is located within the bylaw setbacks, 
or even guarantee that it is on your 
property.”

Such guidance is so important that 
providing it most effectively has led 
Rodney, his son Adam Geyer and 
Haliburton’s Chris Bishop to become 
partners to better support clients 
through their combined expertise, 
experience and historical records.

Launched in June, Bishop Geyer 
Surveying Inc. in Haliburton 
incorporates the Bancroft arm of 
Geyer Surveys (Rodney Geyer Ontario 
Land Surveyor Inc.) and Greg Bishop 
Surveying and Consulting Ltd. Greg 
Bishop, Chris’s father, operated from 
the 1970s until his retirement in 2020, 
except for a term with the Ontario 
Municipal Board until 2004. Rodney 
has served as the firm’s OLS since 
Greg’s retirement.

Geyer historical records include 
those of earlier firms M.J. McAlpine 
Surveying and R.H. Geyer Surveying 
starting in 1988. Bishop’s historical 
records include those of Chris’s 
grandfather, Curry, who began 
surveying in the late 1950s, and of 
several companies as far back as The 
Canadian Land & Emigration Co. 
(1862).

Surveys are required whenever 
the legal limit or boundary of a 
property must be determined. This 
can include commercial building 
projects, severances, infrastructure 
development, subdivisions, 
condominiums and road allowance 
closings.

“The scope of a project is 
the ultimate driver of time and 
complexity,” noted Rodney.

“The survey process begins always 
with an estimate and determination 
of what is necessary. A survey is not 
one size fits all, and the scope of each 
project will be focused on a specific 
goal. That is not to say that it won’t 
change based on what we find, but it 
has to start somewhere.”

The surveyors then research the 
property’s history, including current 
and past deeds for the client’s property 
and for neighbouring properties. From 
there, field work locates existing 
monuments (survey markers) and 
checks their mathematical relationship 

to existing monuments on the 
neighbouring properties. Depending 
on the age of the previous survey, this 
step can take some time to complete. 
A report is then prepared, or a plan is 
produced if required.

Survey duration can range from 
a few hours for a water boundary 
setback to months or years for final 
plans to be approved and registered 
with the province, especially if 
property monuments have been 
destroyed over the years.

Ultimately, surveyors ensure that 
every party to a plan gets the real deal.

“As surveyors we are an independent 
and impartial third party when it 
comes to boundaries,” said Rodney. 

“As much as we advocate for our 
client, we advocate equally for the 
neighbouring parties … Surveyors 
cannot move or bend limits in the field 
to suit a situation.”

HALIBURTON COUNTY  
647-856-9078  

marcellasrefinishing@gmail.com 

•  INTERIOR/EXTERIOR  
PAINTING & SPRAY  

PAINTING
•  10 YEARS EXPERIENCE  

IN DOOR REFINISHING
•  REFACING,  

RESURFACING OR  
REFINISHING WOOD

“Marcella is a determined 
and hard worker with 

great attention to detail. 
We are thrilled with the 

transformation of our deck 
and house front. 

100% recommended!

~ Donna and Doug,  
Tamarack Lake

Marcella’s
PAINTING & REFINISHING

after

before

Ruler of all you survey
BUILDING & Renos& Renos

Greg Bishop Surveying and Consulting Ltd.

LAND USE CONSULTANT • SURVEYOR • ENGINEER • MEDIATOR

Notes & Records of Greg Bishop Land Use Consultant, Paul Wilson 
Surveying Ltd., Bishop & Wilson Ltd., H.C. Bishop, Dearden Stanton 
Stones and Strongman (up to 1992), J.B. Trepanier, F.T. Webster, 
A. Niven and Canadian Land & Emigration Co. (from 1862)

Gregory C.P. Bishop, 
O.L.S., P.Eng., President

(705) 457-2811

(705) 457-5300

info@bgsurveys.ca 

121 Mallard Road, Box 309,
Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0

www.bgsurveys.ca. 
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BISHOP GEYER SURVEYING INC.
ONTARIO LAND SURVEYORS

Notes & Records of Greg Bishop Land Use Consultant, 
Paul Wilson Surveying Ltd., Bishop & Wilson Ltd., H.C. 
Bishop, Dearden Stanton Stones and Strongman (up 
to 1992), J.B. Trepanier, F.T. Webster, A. Niven and 
Canadian Land & Emigration Co. (from 1862)

Surveys are important when building 
and renovating. Unsplash.
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705-341-9170 • kegelheatingandcooling@hotmail.com

BEAT THE 
SUMMER HEAT
Get your Central 
A/C installed today!

DONʼT HAVE DUCTING? 
NO PROBLEM! 

 
You can still have 

A/C with a ductless unit. 

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE!

Incinerating toilets are a HYGIENIC AND 
ODORLESS SOLUTION that does not 
require a water supply or drainage.

INCINERATING TOILETS INC.

TIRED OF YOUR 
COMPOSTING TOILET? 

1-888-646-2664 
 www.incineratingtoilets.com

info@incineratingtoilets.ca

CINDERELLA ECO DEALER
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Highlander news Abby Campbell
Associate Insurance/ Financial Advisor

Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
1-41 Maple Avenue | Haliburton

O: 705-457-5199 | C: 705-854-0154
Abby_Campbell@cooperators.ca

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • INVESTMENTS • GROUP
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FULL  SERVICE DETAIL CENTRE

All of Feb wash vacuum & armorial 
get a free airfresherner & sanitizer $34.95

RUSTPROOFING $89.95

705-455-3691705-455-3691
LOCATED AT STAN’S GARAGE

EXT WASH WITH SPRAY WAX$15

PROTECT YOUR CAR WITH OUR 
CERAMIC COATING PACKAGE DEAL 

STARTING AT 

Auto, Boats & RV’s

FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER WITH ANY SERVICE

STARTING AT 

T: 705-286-6342 • C: 705-935-0034 • Time.STone@hoTmail.Com
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HOURS: 
Mon to Sat: 7:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
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LET US REFRESH 
YOUR SPACE

Yes!Yes!WE’RE 
OPEN

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN COTTAGES 
INCLUDING RENTALS

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

We Build 
World-Class Homes…
and We’re Just
Down the Road

www.confederationloghomes.com.

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

By Lisa Gervais 
An Ontario government decision 
to close the Ontario Fire College in 
Gravenhurst, effective March 31, 
should be of concern in Haliburton 
County, Algonquin Highlands Mayor 
Carol Moffatt indicated during a Feb. 
4 council meeting. 

“There’s a little bit of fuss out 
there,” Moffatt said. “There was no 
consultation by the province to any 
organized group about it.”

She said while online training for 
firefighters can be easily handled, 
there is concern about what practical 
training is going to look like “because 
there’s two sides to fire training.”

She said some are saying it is 
“downloading by stealth … because 
someone’s going to have to pay for it.”

Moffat said the province has 
suggested there are going to be some 
regional training centres but she’s also 
heard talk of mobile units.

She said she reached out to other 
mayors in Haliburton County about 
the issue but had only heard back from 
Dysart et al Mayor Andrea Roberts as 
of Feb. 4. 

However, she said there are questions 
such as, “are there any concerns about 
liability if there are any delays in 
training and meeting standards, safety 
of firefighters, and most importantly, 
our continuing service to the public by 
fully-trained fire personnel?”

She said the situation is “kind of a 
stay tuned.” 

She also questions whether local 
townships should be doing something, 
such as passing resolutions opposing 
the closure. 

“The impacts are unknown. There 
could be budgetary impacts at a time 
when we’re just talking budgets but 
they remain unknown. Whatever they 
do get set up could come back to bite 
us later in the year. 

“It’s on the radar, much conversation 
to be had, it could be a done deal, it 
might not be a done deal.”

Outgoing Algonquin Highlands fire 
chief, Jonathan Wilker, said it is being 

talked about by chiefs. 
He said in his opinion, “I wouldn’t be 

surprised if this gets pushed back also, 
based on past history when they tried 
to push the same thing forward.” 

Highlands East council passed a 
resolution Feb. 9, in support of a 
resolution from the Township of 
Augusta, asking the province to 
reverse the decision.

New fire chief
At the meeting, it was also announced 
that the township has hired a 
replacement for Wilker, who resigned 
earlier this year. 

Moffatt said they’ve hired Michael 
French, who will start in a couple of 
weeks. She confirmed that French is 
the former fire chief for the Rama Fire 
and Rescue Services.

Concerns over fire college closure

Algonquin Highlands mayor, Carol Moffatt, has expressed some concern about 
the closing of the Ontario Fire College in Gravenhurst. File.

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 | 
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca
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KRACKERS

*WILD BIRDSEED
*DOG AND CAT
     FOOD, TREATS
GIFTS and TOYS!
*CORN, DEER FEED
*HORSE FEED

PICK A FREE TOY 
FROM OUR TREE 
WITH EVERY DOG 
AND CAT FOOD 
PURCHASE IN 
DECEMBER!!

VISIT SUSAN, MATTHEW AND ERIKA  - IN THE SHELL PLAZA BESIDE JUG CITY IN MINDEN!
                  705 286 4893                                            ANIMALKRACKERS286@GMAIL.COM

           PET TYMEANIMAL
KRACKERS

*WILD BIRDSEED
*DOG AND CAT
     FOOD, TREATS
GIFTS and TOYS!
*CORN, DEER FEED
*HORSE FEED

PICK A FREE TOY 
FROM OUR TREE 
WITH EVERY DOG 
AND CAT FOOD 
PURCHASE IN 
DECEMBER!!

VISIT SUSAN, MATTHEW AND ERIKA  - IN THE SHELL PLAZA BESIDE JUG CITY IN MINDEN!
                  705 286 4893                                            ANIMALKRACKERS286@GMAIL.COM

           PET TYME

VISIT SUSAN, MATTHEW & ERIKA  
IN THE SHELL PLAZA BESIDE JUG CITY IN MINDEN!

705-286-4893 • ANIMALKRACKERS286@GMAIL.COM

STOCKED WITH ANIMAL FIRST AID SUPPLIES 
 AND SUPPLEMENTS!  I AM A VETERINARY TECHNICIAN 

AND AM HAPPY TO HELP WITH YOUR NUTRITION 
QUESTIONS FOR ALL SPECIES!   

10% OFF HEMP4PAWS THE REST OF FEBRUARY!

DEWORMER

RECOVERY EQ

HEMP4PAWS

CAMELINA OILall in-stock cuddly 
beds, cozy sweaters, 

coats and boots, heated 
buckets/ deicers

hemp4paws 
10% off! 

10% off until the 
end of February!
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Expertise with Quickbooks Online 
#1 Cloud Solution for your accounting needs

UNIT 12 - 187 Highland St. 
• tel. 705-457-3222 •Cell. 647-378-4008 
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Local vaccine update
With more COVID-19 vaccine 
shipments expected this week, the 
local public health agency will be 
initiating vaccination clinics for the 
next group to be completed under the 
provincial vaccine distribution plan.

The Haliburton, Kawartha, 
Pine Ridge District Health Unit 
(HKPRDHU) said in a Feb. 22 media 
release that it is expecting to receive 
more than 4,500 doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine this week, as well another 
1,700 doses of Moderna.

The Moderna vaccine will be used 
to provide the second dose to those 
residents of long-term care and 
high-risk retirement homes who had 
received their first dose last month.

The Pfizer vaccine will be used to 
vaccinate staff of long-term care and 
retirement homes, essential caregivers 
in those facilities, and health care 
workers in area hospitals. Persons 
receiving home and community 
care, as well as other members of 
the community who are 80 years of 
age and older are scheduled to be 
vaccinated next, possibly beginning in 
March.

Paid sick days
The HKPRDHU indicated its support 
for COVID-related paid sick days at 
its Feb. 18 meeting.

Acting medical officer of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, said the board should 
write the prime minister and premier 
asking the governments to collaborate 
to implement and fund policies and 
programs to ensure paid sick day 
benefits. 

“Remaining at home during this 

pandemic has clearly demonstrated its 
effectiveness at reducing the spread of 
COVID-19,” Gemmill said. 

However, he said stay-at-home 
orders and self-isolation are difficult 
for people who do not have sick 
benefits. He said research suggests 
more than 30 per cent of workers 
in Ontario - temporary, part-time, 
contract, and on-call - don’t have sick 
day provisions. 

He added some of these jobs may 
have high risk exposure to COVID-
19. Grocery store workers, workers 
providing personal care to elderly, 
children and people with acute or 
chronic health conditions, and workers 
in delivery, hospitality, retail, food 
production and cleaning services have 
been deemed essential during this 
pandemic and have potential exposure 
to coronavirus without the protection 
of paid sick days, Gemmill said.

COVID call centre
Gemmill discussed how busy the 
HKPR COVID call centre was in 
2020.

The call centre received 18,089 
COVID-19 related phone calls and 
made 16,799 outbound calls to cases 
and contact, Gemmill said. 

The call centre was established to 
support phone calls and emails for 
those who had questions related to 
COVID-19. It opened for business 
Feb. 4, 2020 and remains open. The 
purpose of the service is to: support 
health education; provide information; 
provide referrals for assessment; 
conduct case and contact management; 
provide lab results on COVID-19 to 
local residents; and provide medical 
surveillance to those needing public 

health guidance. 
“The call centre received inquiries 

from health care providers, schools, 
hospitals, long-term care homes, 
community agencies, correctional 
facilities, child care centres and the 
general public,” Gemmill said.

He said topics included: infection 
prevention and control; screening and 
testing support of employees and the 
general public; masking; assessment of 
symptomatic children and adults; and 
screening and referrals for assessment. 

Draft 2021 budget
Gemmill introduced a draft 2021 
budget of $20,597,756, approximately 
$53,000 higher than last year.

Haliburton County has been asked to 
provide $509,859 of that budget, up 
from $463,508 in 2020, by provincial 
mandate. 

The health unit receives 75 per 
cent of its overall funding from the 
Ministry of Health with Haliburton 
County, Kawartha Lakes and 
Northumberland County chipping in 
the remaining 25 per cent.
(Board of Health news compiled by 
Kirk Winter)

HEALTH UNIT NEWS
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The health unit in Haliburton. File.

BUILDING & Renos& Renos

OPEN Friday, Saturday, Sunday
July 9, 10, 11 • 11am - 4pm • or by appointment

123 Maple Avenue, Haliburton 
More details at cornergallery.caC O R N E R  G A L L E R Y

TRAILING 
PERCEPTIONS

by Julie Himel

Seasonal Amnesia, Oil on canvas, 48”x48”, 2021
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MINDEN 
12621 Highway 35 Unit 1 
705-286-2911

WILBERFORCE 
2260 Loop Road 
705-448-2222

HALIBURTON 
191 Highland St., Suite 201,  
705-457-1011

KENNISIS LAKE 
4536 Kennisis Lake Road 

705-457-7025

705-448-2222 • 705-457-0580
HaliburtonHighlands-Remax.ca

TORY HILL - $799,900
This lovingly maint. property is like stepping into an enchanted 
forest! Tastefully fin. 2 bed/1 bath log home w/att. 1 bed/1 bath 
in-law suite, sits on 24acs of well treed bush w/nature trails & 

lrg pond! LR w/o to a spacious deck; overlooking an extremely 
pvt yard; this property truly has its own soul! Carved totems 

stand watch over the fire-pit & stage area! A musician’s Nirvana! 
For 27 yrs it’s been home to the Essonvilleappaloosa; a 

gathering of friends who come together to play music; it’s 
historical! One of a kind; must see!
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WILBERFORCE BRANCH

JUST LISTED

TERRY CARR
cell: 705-935-1011 cell: 705-935-1011 

terry@movingthehighlands.com terry@movingthehighlands.com 
movingthehighlands.commovingthehighlands.com

359,000

Off Grid Getaway
Looking for an off-grid getaway? 

This adorable, well-built cabin 
sits on 87 acres backing onto 
thousands of acres of crown 
land. It’s on everyone’s wish 
list! The cabin is one room, 

with a side bunk room and a 
small sleeping loft. A generator 
provides electricity. Bring your 

water and food and you are 
ready for adventure. There is also 

a storage shed and outhouse. 
Private from the main road, yet 
very quick and easy to access.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
KEN & JACQUIE BARRY

429,900

Riverside Drive
• 4 bdrm, 2 bath Home in
 Haliburton Village
• Includes beautiful deeded  
 lot on the rivers edge!
• Spacious eat-in kitchen,  
 sunporch, large bright  
 living room
• Partial finished basement,  
 Laundry, sauna
• Single garage, shed,   
 municipal sewers, plus  
 much more!
• Ideal location or family, 
Retirement or Investment!

705-754-5280 • 705-457-0652 705-754-5280 • 705-457-0652 
ken@kenbarry.com • jacquie@kenbarry.comken@kenbarry.com • jacquie@kenbarry.com  
haliburtonhighlands-remax.cahaliburtonhighlands-remax.ca

SALES REPRESENTATIVEBROKER
TED VASEY

cell: 705-455-2034 
 ted@tedvasey.ca

tedvasey.ca

1,075,000

Gelert Road Acreage
3 beautiful lots fronting 

on Gelert Road close 
to Haliburton - suitable 

for hobby farm with 
some open field - nicely 
treed pines - hydro and 

telephone available 
• .9 acre - $75,000.00  

• 10.7 acres - $219,000.00
• 16.1 acres - $245,000.00

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LISA MERCER
cell: 705-457-0364 
lisa@lisamercer.ca 

lisamercer.ca

1,999,000

Highway 35 - Norland
One of a kind business opportunity in 

Norland. This property is 12.7 acres 
and is zoned highway commercial, 

with 478’ of frontage on Highway 35. 
3 separate apartments, which are all 

rented to great, long standing tenants. 
Also a separate 20,000 sq ft building 

which has various tenants, including a 
busy auto Mechanic, a well established 
Accountant, a unique Wood Carver and 

a storage rental section with heated 
space for boats, etc. There is also a 
restaurant that seats 24 inside & 24 

in the screened-in patio, along with a 
busy chip truck.  Perfect opportunity to 

manage a busy investment property.

BROKER

VINCE DUCHENE
        cell: 705-457-0046 

           vince@vinceduchene.ca 
haliburtonhighlands-remax.cahaliburtonhighlands-remax.ca

599,900

Koshlong Lake
• 231’ frontage
• Total seclusion
• Bald rock type  
 lakefront
• Extremely well   
 maintained
• 15 minutes to   
 Haliburton
• A true “cabin in the  
 woods” 
• Cottage + 3   
 outbuildings

SOLD!

BROKER
LYNDA LITWIN

cell: 705-457-8511 cell: 705-457-8511 
Lynda@LyndaLitwin.caLynda@LyndaLitwin.ca

749,900

Gull Lake
• Year round use, year  
 round access
• Open concept, vaulted  
 ceilings
• Two bedrooms, one  
 bathroom
• Western exposure   
 across Gull Lake

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

KELLY MERCER
cell: 705-455-7500 

 kelly@kelly-mercer.ca 
kelly-mercer.ca

359,000

Park St., Haliburton
Great family home in the 

heart of Haliburton.  3 
bdrm, 1.5 bath. Large 

kitchen space and main 
floor laundry. Detached 
garage and large open 

yard. Minutes away from 
all amenities. Call today 

to book your showing!

BROKER

Visit www.professionalsnorth.com for all RE/MAX listings

GRAEME WOODS
cell: 705-457-7025 

graeme@graemewoods.com 
graemewoods.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

NEW LISTING
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HARP ON THE TRAIL
Editor’s note: This is the second instalment of a fictional series entitled Harp on the Trail. It’s written by Hope Thompson, who lives in Algonquin Highlands.

Chapter 2: Sandwich and apple
“Detective Harp, can you comment on the 
conflict between motorized and pedestrian 
use of the trail, and do you believe this 
murder is a result of that conflict?” The 
question came from a young man with 
curly red hair and freckles. A reporter 
from The Branch, Spruce County’s weekly 
newspaper, the man stood at the front 
of a small group of people that included 
reporters from other regional news outlets, 
some curious citizens—a white-haired 
woman carrying bags of groceries, a man 
wearing a camo-print T-shirt and another 
in a business suit, and a few teens on their 
bikes. Even some members of a nearby 
road crew on their morning break had 
sauntered over. They were gathered in the 
trailhead parking area and in front of yellow 
police tape that sealed off the trail entrance. 
Harry Harp stood in front of the flapping 
tape and addressed the ragtag audience.

“I can’t comment on the specifics of the 
investigation, but I can say that the police 
are exploring all leads—and that our 
first concern is, of course, identifying the 
victim.” Harp said. 

The grocery-bag-carrying woman waved 
at Harp. “Hey, mister? Your first concern 
ought to be finding the murderer! I live just 
off the trail—and I live alone. How do you 
think that makes me feel knowing there’s a 
killer on the loose?”

After the press conference, Detective Harp 
and Constable Becker drove through the 
town. It was just after nine in the morning 
and a layer of cloud had slipped over the 
sky and turned it bone gray, but the air was 
still hot and thick with humidity.

Harp stared out the car window at a 
group of tourists eyeing a clothing store’s 
offerings. 

“What was he doing on the trail?” he said.
Becker stopped the car at a red light. 

“Meeting someone?”
“Maybe.” Harp said as he watched the 

tourists wandered off to the next window.
The light turned green, and Becker pressed 

on the gas. 
“Does anyone use the trail as a way to get 

from Spruce to Crawford?” Harp asked.
“A twenty-minute drive versus five hours 

of walking? No way.” Becker shook his 
head. 

Back at the station, Harp got comfortable 
with a cup of coffee while Becker pinned a 
close-up map of the trail to the office wall 
and marked the point where the body was 
found. 

After a few gulps of coffee, Harp stood up 
and studied the map, his finger tracing the 
line between the two towns. He sat down 
again, and his eyes glazed over.

“There was something from today,” Harp 
murmured. “A detail….”

Becker looked up from his notes. 
“Pardon?” 

Just then, his phone buzzed. He picked it 
up and listened, then ended the call. 

“We have a visitor,” Becker announced.
The detective muttered to himself, still lost 

in thought.
Becker waved his hands. “Sir? The 

president of the Spruce County ATV 
Association is here.”

Harp looked up. “Sometimes it feels like 
there’s an association for everything.”

In a beige-painted interview room, Harp 
and Becker sat across from Archie Lowell. 
Lowell had a thin but muscular body, an 
aquiline nose, and stylishly coiffed black 
hair. Harp noted that there was something 
dashing about the man. 

Would anyone ever describe me that way 
again, Harp thought. Not likely.

“Gentlemen,” Lowell began. “I don’t 
want to waste your time, but I do want to 
make clear the concerns of my association.” 
Lowell tented his long white fingers and 
rested his elbows on the table. “Just like 
snowmobilers, all ATV riders must pass 
their safety training to ride on the trail. We 
are law-abiding people who only seek to 
enjoy our machines, and nature, in a safe 
manner.”

Becker said, “But Archie, the dog that was 
run over last summer? And that’s just one 
incident of many.”

“Please, it’s one of several, not many. In 
fact, just a few,” Lowell cleared his throat. 
“We promote enjoyment of the trail for 
everyone, not just our riders. We want all 
users to get along.”

Harp recalled Didi Shipton’s anger from 
a few hours earlier. She had called ATVs 
a scourge. If Lowell’s association was 
promoting peaceful coexistence, it wasn’t 
working for Didi. 

The room fell silent. Becker shot Harp 
a glance. Again, the detective had that 

faraway look in his eyes and Becker felt 
intense embarrassment. He was about to 
make small talk when Harp finally spoke 
up.

“When was the last time you used the 
trail?”

Lowell looked surprised. “Oh—yesterday 
afternoon? My wife and I went for a ride.”

“Did you notice a young man? Black 
hoodie and jeans?” Harp said.

Lowell’s forehead creased, then he shook 
his head. “Not that I can remember. But a 
black hoodie and jeans is hardly attire that 
stands out in these parts, is it, detective?” 
Lowell’s mouth edged into a sly smile.

Becker asked Lowell to provide them with 
the names and numbers of any association 
members who had used the trail in the last 
week. The man agreed to provide the list, 
then bid them farewell. 

Through his office window, Harp watched 
Archie Lowell climb onto a gleaming ATV 
and drive out of the station parking lot.

“Not your typical ATV rider.” Harp said.
“No? I ride. What’s typical?” Becker 

said, pulling his lunch out of an insulated 
carrying bag.

Harp frowned. “Okay, you’re right. That 
was a stereotype on my part.”   

“Apology accepted,” Becker said as he 
unwrapped a sandwich thick with cheese, 
lettuce, and tomato. 

Harp felt his mouth water.
His phone buzzed and he answered it. 

“Harp,” he said, welcoming the distraction 
from Becker’s lunch.

Spruce County Coroner Anna Lau’s voice 
came down the line. 

Harp said, “I’m here with Terry. Can I put 

you on speaker?” Lau agreed and a moment 
later, her cheerful voice filled the room.

“Hi, Terry,” Lau said.
“Hey, Anna,” Becker said as he arranged 

his sandwich and apple for consumption.
“I wanted to give you some highlights 

ahead of my full report,” she said. “Your 
victim was about sixteen years old, and 
time of death was between 10 and 11 
o’clock last night. And the death was a 
single bullet wound, and a direct hit, to the 
victim’s heart. Now,” Lau continued. “The 
contents of the victim’s stomach.”

Becker picked up his sandwich and guided 
it towards his mouth.

“We found bread, lettuce, tomato—likely 
a sandwich—inside him, and consumed 
about two hours before death.”

Like a spaceship waiting for an airlock 
chamber to open, Becker’s sandwich 
hovered in front of his mouth. Then he set 
it down.

Lau continued, “And an apple. He also ate 
an apple.”

Becker looked from his sandwich to his 
apple—and sighed.

“But that’s not all.”
Harp quickly downed the last of his 

coffee. 
“We found traces of pine needles and ivy 

on the back of his hoodie and jeans.”
Harp frowned. “Pine needles—and ivy?”
“English ivy?” Becker asked.
“Like I said, you’ll get my full report later 

today. But in my professional opinion,” Lau 
said. “Your victim wasn’t killed in the ditch. 
He was shot somewhere else, and his body 
was placed there.”
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Harina Lynn
(Resident of Minden, Ontario)

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of 
our beloved Mother and Nana at Hyland Crest in Minden 
in her 99th year. Beloved wife of the late Clayton Lynn 
(2011). Loving mother to Arlene (Jim). Predeceased by 
her daughter Marilyn (2017), her brother Harold. Fondly 
remembered by her grandchildren, Greg, Lianne, Teressa, 
Donna, Joanna and great grandchildren Crystal, Derrick, 

Daphne, Liam, Lily, Jack, Henry, Joshua, Matthew, Peyton, Monica, Chase and by her 
great great grandson Dutch. Dear sister of Janice.  Also lovingly remembered by her 
son-in-law Del and by her many nieces and nephews. Mom was a strong, hard-working 
and determined lady her whole life. Mom and Dad (Clayton) were owners of Silver 
Valley Camp. � ey began this in 1945 when they moved to West Guilford. � ey built 
a General Store and six housekeeping cottages followed shortly a� erwards. � ey ran 
this business for 23 years. Mom would help Dad run a Saw Mill to provide lumber to 
build this business and their own home. She was a cook for 11 years at a Black Lake 
Hunt Camp - Haliburton Forest & Wildlife. She loved to knit, crochet and sew for her 
family. She was also an avid fan of the Toronto Maple Leafs and Toronto Blue Jays.

Mom was a dedicated and proud Nana. She maintained her independence living 
the last 10 years in her own apartment at Echo Hills in Haliburton. Her body may 
have failed her, but her sense of humour and quick wit remained intact until the 
end.  She lived her life with strength, courage and dignity and will be dearly missed.

Private Visitation & Funeral Service

A Private Visitation and Funeral Service will take place. Interment later St. 
Peters Anglican Church Cemetery, Maple Lake. As an expression of sympathy, 
donations to the Haliburton Highlands Health Services Foundation would be 
appreciated by the family. Arrangements have been entrusted 
to the HALIBURTON COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME 
13523 Hwy #118 Haliburton, Ontario (705)457-9209. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

In Loving Memory of   

Georgina Louise 
Teresa Deeks (nee 

Leonard)
Passed away peacefully at the Hyland Crest 
Senior Citizens Home, Minden on Sunday, 
June 27, 2021.  At the age of 94. 

Beloved wife of the late Angus Edward “Ed” Deeks (2016).  Fondly 
remembered by Carol Mo� att-Hill, Diane and Dave Dollo, Maria 
Tschida, and Marianne and Caesar Corvinelli.

A special thanks from Georgina’s friend’s to the sta�  at Hyland Crest for 
all the loving care and support provided to Georgina during her stay.

Memorial Donations to the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch #636 Poppy Fund would be 
appreciated and can be arranged through the 
Gordon A. Monk Funeral Home Ltd., P.O. Box 
427, Minden K0M 2K0

 

www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

In Loving Memory of   

Reginald (Reg) 
Gerald Shaw

Passed away peacefully at home in 
Kinmount on Sunday, July 4, 2021, at the 
age of 75.

Beloved husband of Wendy Lynn Shaw 
(nee � ompson) (married November 12, 

1988).  Dear father of Jo-Anna Shaw (Clark), Marjorie Shaw, Wendy 
Sleep (Gord), Debbie Shaw (Larry).  Loving grandfather of Damian, 
Rilee, Morgan, Amber, Dustin, Mandy, Jamie and great grandfather 
of Violet, Daisy, Prestin, Reese, Avery and Amelia. Predeceased by his 
parents Joseph and Lylia Shaw (nee Hughes).  Brother of Glen and fondly 
remembered by many nieces, nephews, and friends.

It was Reg’s wish to be cremated. A Memorial Gathering to Celebrate 
Reg’s Life will be held at a later date.

Memorial Donations to the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation would be appreciated by the family 
and can be arranged through the Gordon 
A. Monk Funeral Home Ltd., P.O. Box 427, 
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0.

 

www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

Robert McConnell
It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of Robert 
McConnell at the age of 67. Rob 
passed away peacefully at Ross 

Memorial Hospital on  
June 27, 2021.

Beloved husband of Charlene 
and loving father of Marleigh 

(Tony) and Braedin (Maxeen). Predeceased by 
parents William and Marjorie, sisters Barbara and 
Brenda and brother Jay. Survived by brother Ron 
(Mary). Fondly remembered by in-laws, nephews, 

nieces, friends and colleagues.
A proud member of Beta Theta Pi, Rob loved 

the outdoors – being on the water, boating and 
fishing, looking at the starry night sky – especially 
in Harcourt Park. He had a passion for tinkering 
with things, finding innovative solutions, meeting 

new people and finding a connection with others. 
He adored his wife and children and spending time 
with family. Rob was always so positive and saw the 

silver-lining in every situation.
Charlene requests friends and family share a 

favourite memory or story of Rob that will be put 
together in a book as a tribute to his life and the 

energy that he shared with others. Please send your 
thoughts to purpledoorpotterystudio@gmail.com. 
A celebration of life will be held at a later date.

In loving memory of

Wood Stove, Lennox, 
certified. Takes 21” 
logs. Will heat 2500 sq 
ft. 5 yrs old. Excellent 
condition. PRICE 
REDUCED TO $800. 
Call 705-455-7552 

J & D Towing & 
Service Station will 
pay top dollar for scrap 
cars. We also provide 
towing services as well 
as flat bed. Call Jim 
705-447-2113 

LOOKING FOR 
KITCHEN AID 
STAND ALONE 
MIXER.
Will pay cash for parts 
or purchase. Also, can 
repair your appliance 
for you. Call Cliff at 
705-286-3351 

3 bedroom house for 
rent in Wilberforce 
$1,200/mo. + 
utilities. No smoking. 
Email office@
haliburtonanglican.ca 
for an application. 

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS - If 
you have a problem 
with alcohol, contact 
A.A., We can help. 
705-745-6111. https://
district82aa.org/
Meeting-Locations.
html

AL ANON- WE 
CARE, are you 
troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Meetings: 
Thursdays 7 p.m., St. 
Anthony’s 27 Victoria 
Street, Haliburton, and 
Mondays 7 p.m. at 
Highland Hills United 
Church, 21 Newcastle, 
Rear Entrance, Minden. 
1-888-4AL-ANON 
(1-888-425-2666) 
al-anon.org  All are 
welcome.

YARD  
SALES

MOVING SALE-YARD SALE  

1525 Ingoldsby Road, Saturday July 10th & Sunday 

July 11th. Furniture, lamps, household goods, tools, 

some antiques. Everything must go! 

WANTED TO BUY

FOR RENT

NOTICES
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INSULATED CONCRETE 
FORMS (ICF)
Insulation, vapour barruer 
& studs in one form 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
FOR AN ICF BUILD
Block, rebar, foam, bracing, 
zip ties & more

GUIDED INSTALLS & 
EXPERIENCED LOCAL 
BUILDER REFERRALS

BILL WOOD
everythingicf.ca • info@everythingicf.ca

• C: 647.236.WOOD • O: 705.489.2258 
• 1.866.383.9663

Fully Insured and 
Licensed for 

Scissor Lift/Skyjack

E mail: info@daggspainting.com

TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certi� ed Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

HOME & COTTAGE

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 | 
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

Need a Handyman? Certified chainsaw use - Garbage pickup - Building 
demolition & brush clearing - Removal of dangerous trees - Will pick up scrap metals.  
Call Ray at 705-448-1935

Decks

Deck installation & cleaning, plus painting 
& staining for your home or cottage. 

Quality & Reliability

705-455-2818705-455-2818
jpgdecks@bell.net

STILL  ACCEPTING CONSTRUCTION WASTE

647-856-9078 • marcellasrefi nishing@gmail.com • HALIBURTON COUNTY

Marcella’s 
PAINTING & REFINISHING

Let my 20 years of experience work for you 

647-856-9078 • MARCELLASREFINISHING@GMAIL.COM • HALIBURTON COUNTY

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING AND  
SPRAY PAINTING

REFACING,  
RESURFACING OR 
REFINISIHING WOOD

10 YEARS  
EXPERIENCE IN 
DOOR REFINISHING

•  INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING AND 
SPRAY PAINTING

•  10 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
IN DOOR REFINISHING

•  REFACING, RESURFACING 
OR REFINISIHING WOOD

Dr. B. Mason
Chiropractor

3398 Gelert Rd., Minden, Ont.
705-286-4350

HEALTH & WELLNESS

$20 BUSINESS 
CLASSIFIEDS

Retaining walls, grading driveways, 
tree removal, moving topsoil, gravel, 

fi ll. Cleanup a breeze. 
Call Jack  705-457-8939 | 705-457-0811 

Man & 
Machine 
For Hire

LINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT • MINDEN

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL

FAMILY 

CAS MATTERS 

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street, 
2nd Floor - Box 648, 
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

LAWYER

l(AWARTHA MONUMENTS 

Monument Sales 
Restoration & Cleaning 

Area Sales Representative 

8 Dwaine Lloyd 

cJ) 
(705) 457 9209
(705)4543913

<llll kawarthamonuments.com 

e 2520 Chemong Rd. Peterborough 

f.Kawartha 'mMonuments

FUNERAL SERVICES

Certifi ed, professional truck mounted carpet, upholstery 
and duct cleaning. Serving Haliburton county for over 25 years.

RICK 705-457-4715 & 705-306-0704

Sanitizing your home & offi ce, killing bacteria & viruses in 10 
minutes. Non toxic, scent free. Applied with ULV  fogger.

INTRODUCING VITAL OXIDE 
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Cut, Hand Split, Delivered $350/single bush cord  
Multiple Cord Rates $325 + delivery

Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

RHYME FROM 
THE WOOD MAN
Before the end of May, 

have your wood stacked 
& piled away.

So by the Fall, you will have 
the best wood of all.

CALL BRIAN 705-930-7198 

FIREWOOD

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$325 per Bush Delivered

FIREWOOD
WANTED ANTIQUES 

BOB CARRUTH 705-887-1672 (bus.) 705-886-0243 (cell)

WANTED ANTIQUES 
Furniture, advertising signs, gold, silver or costume jewellery, 

wrist & pocket watches, old coins, sterling silver, tea cups & china, 
 military items & paintings, Anything old etc. 

BOB CARRUTH • 705-887-1672

WANTED

3 units for lease 900–2500 sq ft 187 Highland Street. For more 
information call Andrea Strano at Re/Max Professionals North 

705-457-1011 or 705-457-5984

FOR LEASE STEDMAN’S MALL 

FOR LEASE
Deer Xing by Barbara Olson

© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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SOLUTIONS FOR JULY 8
PHOTO OF THE WEEK 

Send your photos of Haliburton  
County to editor@thehighlander.ca

READ THE HIGHLANDER  
FROM ANYWHERE

Get the complete newspaper in your email 
each week. Sign up at TheHighlander.ca

$8 PERSONAL 
CLASSIFIEDS
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JOB POSTING:
CLINICAL MANAGER 

(FULL-TIME)

Under the direction of the Executive Director, 
the Clinical Manager will provide leadership 

and supervision. � e ideal candidate will have 
a relevant graduate degree, registration with a 

professional college (OCSWSSW or CRPO), and 
10+ years of experience in mental health and 
supervision, with a keen interest in the issues 
currently impacting the children, youth, and 

parents in our community.

Point in Time is committed building an 
organization that re� ects the communities we 

work with. We encourage applications from 
members of Black, Indigenous, and racialized 
communities, LGBTQ+ communities, people 

with disabilities, and members of other equity-
seeking groups. Point in Time will provide 

accommodation during the recruitment process to 
ensure equal access to applicants with disabilities, 

upon the request of the applicant.

Visit www.pointintime.ca for a detailed job 
description. Please send cover letter and resume to 

HR@pointintime.ca by Friday, July 9, 2021.

Point in Time Centre for Children, 
Youth & Parents

PO Box 1306, 69 Eastern Avenue
Haliburton ON K0M 1S0

HELP WANTED

Abbey Gardens is looking for a contract 
bookkeeper to work in conjunction with 
our inhouse Financial Admin Assistant 

to assist our growing organization in the 
role of Financial Administrator. 

Primary responsibilities include: payroll, 
financial reporting for grants, cash 
position reporting, annual budget 

support, overseeing the work of the 
Financial Admin Assistant, and more. 
Approximately 4-6 hours per week.  

Please contact  
ashley@abbeygardens.ca  

if interested or with any questions. 
Full job description is available on 

our website at: abbeygardens.ca/get-
involved/#jobs
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 TheOutsider

By Will Jones

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cheryl Riley took this photo of an owl in her yard on Jan 22.

Winter weather bluesLast week, I thought my lovely wife might be going out of her mind. And, it had nothing to do with me. Honest.Well, it may have had a little to do with me but I am positive that you’ll side with me if she ever decides to make her grievance official.You see, I booked a vacation for all of us, my lovely wife, Little Z and me before you go assuming that I’m leaving the two of them behind in Haliburton while I jet off to the sun. Oh, no, I’m the sane one and skipping out on my lovely wife would bestow on me a fate worse than death if ever I dared return. Or so I thought until last week. And I say this because my lovely wife is grumpy, even a little annoyed, because I booked a week’s holiday for us all on the sun-drenched island of Aruba.Yes, she got that bottom lip stuck right 

out because we were going away. Can you believe it? She’s mad, I say, mad as a toque-wearing hatter.
Her reasoning, and she almost always has good reasoning (never argue with my lovely wife, you won’t win), is that it was snowing and it was going to snow for most of the next week. That’s this week, as in now, to you guys. So, if it is snowing lots please don’t tell her when we get back on Sunday. I have to admit that I didn’t really understand her ‘logic’ but when she stated: “I can’t believe we have to go away just when it’s really snowing a lot here,” being the ever-unwitting husband, replied: “Oh yes, snowing, of course, dear.” Now, I thought I’d responded perfectly, especially considering that I had obviously completely missed her point and also found it quite incredulous that she could 

moan about going away on holiday to the Caribbean in the middle of a Canadian winter.
Her scowl, however, told me that my answer had been less than satisfactory; probably due to my furrowed brow and rolling of the eyes.“Can’t you see, it’s perfect weather for skiing!” she snapped.‘Can’t you see it’s perfect weather for lying on a beach,’ I thought, or maybe mumbled. Either way, she read my mind, lips or some other part of my body that seemed to be disagreeing with her and I was slung headfirst into the dog house. As I looked out, from the kennel, the weather didn’t seem to be helping either. Big fat white flakes of snow began to fall and soon the backyard was carpeted in fluffy white. Then Little Z added to my 

misery by whooping it up on his toboggan and asking if he could go to the ski hill on the weekend.
“We can’t,” said my lovely wife, rather tersely. “Daddy is making us go on holiday.”That was last Friday.Thankfully, a few days in the sunshine, one or two mohitos and some serious grovelling on my part has turned around my lovely wife’s mood. She’s relaxed, tanned and happy now. But, we return on Sunday and I expect you all to keep quiet about the snow, even if it’s piled up to the window ledges. 

If you see my lovely wife, just smile, nod, and for Pete’s sake, don’t mention the holiday!

Dear editor,

Re. “Council says no to ranked ballots,” The Highlander, page 8, Thurs., Feb. 2, 2017I don’t think the Minden Hills council had much information to discuss this matter before rejecting it. One councillor claimed Australia uses the ranked ballot system and it can take months to formalize results. Can anyone imagine it would take that long counting the 5000 or less votes cast in 2014 in Minden Hills by whatever process?The amendment to the Municipal Act of 1996, which enabled consideration of ranked ballots, stipulates a process of public information by public meetings before enacting a bylaw on the subject but not for leaving things as they are.The national government fumbled the electoral reform process recently and abandoned it. The Ontario government, in 2007, proceeded with a referendum on the subject but fumbled the education process. 

I suppose the local governments might be forgiven at least for inattention.But consider this from Local Government in Canada, Seventh Edition, Tindall and Tindall, page 19. ‘A municipal government’s obligation to engage citizens in democratic governance is far more important than its obligation to manage the services delegated to it by the provincial government.’ Of course, the Tindalls are trying to assert that local government is of primary importance referring back to Earl Durham in 1840, page 27 in the book mentioned above, ‘municipal institutions of local self-government … are the foundation of Anglo-Saxon freedom and civilization.’  
We don’t believe that now. Turnouts for municipal elections are always lower than those for provincial and national elections. To echo a famous foreign politician, ‘Sad.’

Jim Milne
Haliburton

Not enough info to dismiss ranked ballots

Dear editor,

The environment weighs heavily on everyone’s mind, however, there are many things we have forgotten over the years of prosperity.
I can remember when we returned milk bottles, soda and beer bottles to the store. They would send them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled so the same bottles could be used over and over. In a manner of speaking, they really were recycled. 

Grocery stores bagged our groceries in brown paper bags that we reused for numerous things. Most memorable besides household garbage bags was the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our school books that were provided by the school. This was to ensure the books were not defaced by our scribblings and could be reused over and over. We walked to the grocery store where feasible, and didn’t climb into a 300 horsepower machine every time we had 

to go two blocks. We washed the baby’s diapers because we didn’t have the throw away kind filling our landfills. We dried our clothes on a line not in an energy-gobbling machine burning up 220 volts. Wind and solar power really did dry our clothes back in our early days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always brand new clothing. We had one TV or radio, in the house, not a TV in every room. The TV had a small screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not the 60” screen of today. In the kitchen we blended and stirred by hand because we didn’t have electric machines to do everything for us. We packaged a fragile item to send in the mail using wadded up old newspapers not styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. We didn’t fire up a gasoline powered lawnmower but used one that ran on human power and we exercised by working so we didn’t need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. We drank from a fountain when thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic 

The good old days weren’t so bad

bottle every time we had a drink of water. We didn’t need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest burger joint and yet with all this so called technology our younger generation can’t even make change without the cash register telling them how much. 

If this seems somewhat harsh I guess a reality check is what I have just outlined to embrace the fact the good old days weren’t so bad and (were) healthier.
Bev MacDuff
Gooderham
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By Will Jones

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cold comfort from fashion faux past

A unique sculpture adds some life to a tree in Haliburton. Photo by Alex Coop.

“If it’s one, two, then through, you’re 

good to go,” explains a friend of mine 

but I’m not so sure I’m going to take his 

advice.
You know the scenario. You’ve asked 

for some sound direction in whatever it 

is that you’re doing and someone steps 

forward with a knowing smile to offer 

you a tidbit of their long learned and 

extensively tested wisdom but when they 

have finished saying what they are saying 

you still are nowhere nearer to the answer 

than when they started.
It’s a bit like the time when I asked a 

school pal of mine whether I could wear 

moccasins, white socks and baggy pants 

with an elastic cuff around the ankle. His 

advice was long and rambling, it covered 

fashion history, sexuality and even a bit 

of geography. I have to admit to being 

swayed by some of what he’d said, too, 

and by the end I thought my choice of 

1980s style was cool as … and I went out 

to the local disco looking like the rejected 

offspring of a clown and an Indigenous 

person from a spaghetti western.

Oh, yes, you should have seen the war 

paint, sorry, make-up, it quite topped off 

my look.
That’s the point, I guess. I listened to 

this friend of mine back in high school 

and sort of took his advice, the bit that I 

understood, and where did it get me? I’m 

sorry, I can’t mention her name and it’s 

probably best because neither she nor I 

could admit to being proud of the entire 

debacle. 
But back to one, two and then through.

It seems that this is a tried and tested 

way of finding out if the ice is strong 

enough to withstand your weight when 

walking across a lake. If, when pounding 

your spud bar on the frozen surface of the 

lake (please, someone write in and tell me 

why it’s called a spud bar) it takes two 

hits before going through, you are OK to 

walk on the ice. Hmm, I have a couple of 

questions. How hard is one and two? And, 

who was it that tested out this theory to 

get a definitive answer?
It’s not that I don’t believe my friend. 

He is, after all, a big fellow, somewhat 

heavier than I am and the perfect person 

to follow out onto the frozen lake if you 

are at all worried that there may be thin 

ice ahead. However, the one, two and 

then through technique doesn’t really hit 

all the scientific buttons 
when I stop to query it 
as an indisputable 
fail-safe to falling 
in a hole of freezing 
cold water.

As such, I have taken to wearing baggy 

pants with ankle cuffs when I venture 

out onto the lake early in the ice fishing 

season. I stuff said pants with those 

foam packing peanuts (they can’t escape 

because of the handy cuffs at the ankles) 

and they make for excellent buoyancy 

aids in the event of falling though thin 

ice. 
I did forego the moccasins, though. For 

the life of me, I couldn’t finds a pair with 

cleats anywhere! 

Dear editor,

Ouch! If I was about to book a week’s 

vacation for my family in the Haliburton 

Highlands, I would be looking elsewhere 

after reading this paragraph in the 

Jan,12 Highlander regarding short-term 

rentals: 
“So, it’s time for Dysart and the other 

municipalities to do their homework, pick a 

solution that works for them and hopefully 

implement it before we are overrun with 

short-term renters once again this summer.” 

Really? Overrun? Synonyms are pestered, 

harassed, plagued, invaded by. Was that an 

appropriate word to use? Short-term renters 

are comparable to a mouse infestation?   

Short-term rental listings, through 

agencies and on international websites, 

market the Highlands and draw people 

here from around the world without costing 

Haliburton County a cent in advertising 

costs. Short-term rentals offer a unique 

accommodation experience. In parts of 

the Highlands where accommodations are 

limited, short-term rentals fill a void.

From a retailer point of view, short-term 

rentals bring good fortune and prosperity.

For cottagers trying to pay their municipal 

taxes, short-term rentals are a blessing.

The municipalities should take a 

favourable look at short-term rentals and 

solve any challenges that may jeopardize 

their existence before we ‘welcome’ short-

term renters to the Haliburton Highlands 

once again this summer. 

Mary Barker
Agnew’s General Store, Wilberforce and 

40 Winks Guest House, Airbnb host.

Reader doesn’t think we’re ‘overrun’ by tourists

Dear editor,

After reading the front page article in last 

week’s paper  (Jan. 12, 2017 Worries over 

cottages becoming ‘party pits’) I was very 

disappointed. The article was extremely 

one-sided. There have been many articles 

written from the point of view of the 

various cottage associations. The paper 

should try to do a better job of balancing 

these special interest groups with the 

businesses and people of Haliburton County 

who depend on these people to come here 

and spend money. The short-term rental 

crowd are some of the biggest spending 

tourists and we need every dollar we can 

get. Also not mentioned was the right of a 

cottage owner to do as they wish with their 

cottage. Many people rely on rental income 

to keep the family cottage in the family.  

Andy Rickard
Minden

Disappointed in coverage

Dear editor,

Much has been reported about high speed 

Internet. I thought hospitals and medical 

centres were to be connected with the 

highest speed. Who is their provider? Last 

Friday, I had a specialist appointment in the 

Haliburton Medical Centre. The specialist 

had come from Peterborough. His first 

words were “the system was down” so 

he couldn’t access my files. Fortunately, 

I had them with me. On other occasions 

at the Minden site I have had the same 

experience. Why is this happening? Why 

are they always “changing the system”? 

Why is the emergency department unable 

to access your tests from your family 

physician, even in the same building? 

Why is there not a connection between 

the hospitals, emergency departments, 

and medical centres for accessing tests? 

I always give my family doctor’s name 

expecting her to be notified of any 

appointments elsewhere. There should be 

a relationship with the health care system 

and your family physician. We, the patient, 

need to advocate for a better system of 

connectedness or what’s the point expensive 

high speed Internet.  Dr. Danielle Martin 

has written a book with excellent ideas on 

connectedness for patient care.

Lois Rigney
Canning Lake

Health care and the Internet

Have an opinion?
Send your letters to  
editor@thehighlander.ca

(300 words max)

an unwavering belief in people and possibilities

Community Outreach Assistant (Contract)

This is a 6 month position to bring resources to smaller 
communities in a grass-roots manner.  The successful 
candidate will be comfortable talking to people, have 

a positive outlook and be able to work as part of a 
team. You already have a good understanding, or direct 

experience of parenting on a low-income, as well as 
having experienced other challenges such as single 

parenting or social isolation. This position is 2-3 days per 
week and may need some fl exibility in days and times. 
Reliable transportation is required. Email cover letter &  

resume to:  info@sirch.on.ca

Heritage Plaza
Hwy 35, Minden 12311 Hwy 35, Minden ON K0M 2K0

705-286-2626

SERVERS REQUIRED
CALL SHANNON 705-286-2626 
or drop off resume 12311 Hwy 35, Minden

Individuals needed to cut and split firewood. All 
necessary equipment supplied. Call 705-935-
0950 

Nanny needed - Our family is looking for a 
caring, responsible, outgoing, and outdoorsy 
nanny to care for our two girls (1 & 3 years 
old). The part-time position is two to three days 
a week between Monday and Friday. Some 
flexibility for days and times. To reply, please 
contact 519-242-6021 or email resume to 
jessicaruthgood@gmail.com 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Evergreen Cemetery 
Municipality of Dysart have submitted the amendments to 
the following By-laws, which will be considered by Council at 
their meeting on April 27th, 2021.  

 By-law No. 2017-42 – Cemetery Maintenance and 
Management By-Law for Evergreen Cemetery; and  
 

 By-law No. 2017-43 – Cemetery Fees and Charges 
By-Law.  

Further information on these proposed changes are available 
on Dysart’s website: https://www.dysartetal.ca 
 
Laurie Salvatori, Deputy Clerk lsalvatori@dysartetal.ca 
(705)457-1740 x.622 

Notice of Fee By-Law Amendments

Dysart et al Council, at their July 27th, 2021 
meeting, will be considering changes to the 
A.J. LaRue Arena fees and charges as outlined 
in Schedule B of By-Law 2021-30. A 3% 
increase to arena winter ice and auditorium 
fees is being proposed to take e� ect 
September 7, 2021. 

Further information on these fee changes will 
be available on https://www.dysartetal.ca/. 

Andrea Mueller, Manager of Programs and 
Events

NOTICES

DRIVERS - part time or full time - 
needed for Hyland Taxi. G License 
for taxi is required. B, C or F 
License required for 11 passenger 
van and bus. Call 705-457-9898.
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!

Be Fuddled by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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Across

1 Sonny's honey, once

5 "Dix" x "cent"

10 High times in England?

14 Idée ___ (obsession)

15 Caribbean percussion 

instruments

17 Meadows

18 One holding a chicken appy?

19 Type of bank acct.

21 What a dog is perpetually on 

the wrong side of, per Ogden 

Nash

22 Carry-___ (hand luggage)

23 Scott Joplin tune for happy 

puppies?

28 Hanoi's country

29 Admiral's rear

32 Rule-breaking, as some verbs: 

Abbr.

33 Folder for unwanted email

36 Vancouver poet laureate 

Evelyn ___

37 Hand-flapping nut job?

41 Go from ___ B

42 "It's not ___" ("I can hack it")

43 Montreal Expos div., once

45 Hands-on Japanese healing

48 Hair stylist for an Anne Shirley 

portrayer

50 Shania on the lam?

53 "The Lord of the Rings" beast

56 "Well, jeepers"

57 Suffix with Caesar

58 Vigil for the dead in a 

vegetable patch?

62 Armed Forces Sgt. and Cpl.

65 Got even with

66 "Keen!"

67 Keys not found on typewriters

68 Rulers before Lenin

69 Doesn't just wonder about

Down

1 Org. for Lions and Tiger-Cats

2 Hotfoot it, old-style

3 Frustrate to no end

4 Add another dash to the dish

5 Counsellor's deg.

6 "Lord, is ___?" (Last Supper 

question)

7 Assist, before "hand"

8 ___ lamb (meat order)

9 Rib prodders

10 Singer's syllable

11 Its symbol is €

12 "You got that right!"

13 Rus. regions on pre-'90s maps

16 Do an exterminator's job

20 Starbucks 20-ouncer

23 Brutus's 1006

24 Combat for ace Billy Bishop, 

e.g.

25 Git through yer head

26 Digital publications

27 Yiddish moola

30 Native American rituals to end 

droughts

31 Cells' centres

34 ___-pitch softball

35 ___ Bubba bubble gum

38 What "les yeux" do

39 None, with "a one"

40 "It's ___" ("See you then")

44 Seaside soarer

46 Baked pudding, in Jewish 

cuisine

47 A party to the con job

49 Start to a bratty request

51 ___ the custom (traditionally)

52 "___ maroon!" (Bugs Bunny 

comment about the hunter 

parodied in this puzzle)

53 Tyrannical boss

54 Former politician Bob, and 

others

55 Broadcast media watchdog: 

Abbr.

59 Word preceding "Boot" or 

"Kapital"

60 Flooey lead-in

61 Magazine masthead figs.

63 Yellow-ribbon tree of song

64 Peter, Paul and Mary titles: 

Abbr.
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Across

1 Do only as a hobby, with "in"

7 Bad-mouth

11 Skippy rival

14 Place to put the milkman's 

delivery

15 ___ and including ...

16 Nobody special?

17 Easy-to-swallow pill

18 Walks drunkenly

20 "Pull up a chair"

21 Carr collection

23 Helpful gerund builders, in 

Scrabble

24 Cory Joseph or Lebron James

27 Common soccer score

28 Be a bad friend, in a way

29 Curriculum ___ (résumé)

31 RBC or BMO alternatives

34 Become more cheerful

37 Poe's "The ___ and the Pendulum"

38 Restaurant chain with a new 

smiley logo

39 Hamilton band, winners of the 

2015 Juno for Group of the Year

41 Snookums, or Snoopy

43 Not needing a haircut, perhaps

44 O-U preceders

46 Did a laundry chore

47 Ginger ___

48 Organ pieces

50 Street walker: Abbr.

51 Her possessive partner?

52 Ms. Anonymous

55 Running late

58 Prefix with -Contin or -codon

59 Bird that tastes like beef

61 One whose goose is cooked

63 Spurs to action

66 Greedy person's desire

67 Plus-sized, palindromic model

68 This evening, as it sounds

69 Cardin competitor, initially

70 Bautista stats

71 Pan-fries

Down

1 Grooves on

2 Have an ___ the hole

3 Prominent clasp atop a cowboy's 

jeans

4 Something to watch on the telly

5 Mauna ___ (Earth's largest 

volcano)

6 Canadian living abroad, say

7 Greyhound excursion

8 Storied bldg.

9 Becomes foul, as standing water

10 Render immobile, rodeo-style

11 Nova Scotia rocker Plaskett

12 About, in contracts

13 Come clean, with "up"

19 Anne's love in Avonlea, for short

22 Toyota's ___4 (SUV)

25 Demonstrated an inquiring mind

26 Lone, in Longueuil

30 Crime Stoppers call-in

31 "I've had enough of this!"

32 St. Joseph's Oratory, 

architecturally

33 Drove over 120 km/h in Canada

34 ___ Wawa (role for Gilda Radner)

35 Russian range or river

36 Feigns ignorance

38 How amounts owing may be 

written

40 Half a sch. year

42 Bend an elbow, so to speak

45 Humour that's not for everyone

48 Impede

49 It's blown at a jazz club

51 Kept from view

53 Russian refusals

54 Overdo on stage

55 Party time, for short

56 Lampreys, e.g.

57 '90s comedy troupe "Kids in the 

___"

60 Articles in "Le Devoir"?

62 Roman 901

64 ___ long way (last)

65 Wildebeest's other name

705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca
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Vacant Lots 
LOUISE LANE

35+ AC  $275,000

Kashagawigamog Lake

 LITTLE GULL LAKE
0.78AC  $355,000

NORTH DRIVE 2.08AC
$135,000  SOLD

STILLS ROAD
1.2AC  $152,000

BASSHAUNT LAKE ROAD
1.88AC  $147,500

Call LINDA today to learn 
more about why NOW is the 
time to sell. 705-457-6508

LUXURY

Irondale RiverA one-of-a-kind unique investment 
opportunity currently filling a great need for 
affordable housing in the community. “Main 
Street Rez” offers two residential condo 
units and comes fully rented and provides 
a substantial income per month for the 
owner. The 24-hour inhouse maintenance is 
a bonus, this will keep you stress free from 
the daily coordination and maintenance of 
condo ownership. $529,000

Main Street Rez 

Irondale RiverIt’s all about the location! This commercial lot 
is ideally located in the heart of Carnarvon 
and situated on the corner of Highway 118 
and East Road. The property features a 
charming seasonal building that dates back 
to the 1800's. There is hydro servicing the 
building but no water or septic. Tons of 
storage space in the attached oversized 
single garage with poured concrete floor. 
Commercial zoning and great exposure 
provide endless possibilities for your 
business  $135,000 

East Road

This 4-season beautiful home or cottage is 
located on a superb year-round municipal 
road. Southern exposure. A shallow entry, 
beautiful sandy beach. Large grassy area 
Bright open concept living space finished with 
hardwood flooring, cathedral ceilings, floor 
to ceiling windows providing ample natural 
lighting. Spacious kitchen finished with white 
cabinetry. Enjoy your morning coffee on the 
large cedar deck with stunning open water 
views. Detached double garage. This desirable 
turnkey cottage will check all your boxes.  
$889,000

 Percy Lake

Irondale RiverFirst time being offered for sale! This beautiful 
3-bdrm 1 bath year-round home or cottage. 
With over 200 feet of frontage and 3.24 acres, 
this level property provides ample privacy. Sand 
riverfront shoreline is perfect for swimming. This 
home was built in 2015 and offers a spacious 
kitchen finished with wood cabinetry, soft close 
drawers, ceramic flooring, and a large island. The 
formal dining room is the perfect size for your 
family's harvest table. Sunken living room with 
walkout to the large front deck. The unfinished 
lower-level waits your finishing touch to create 
more space for your family.  $795,000

Irondale River
This cute 3 season cottage is situated on the 
water’s edge in a quiet bay on Glamor Lake. 
Bright open concept kitchen, dining and living 
room finished with pine walls. This property 
offers 3 spacious bdrms and a 4pc bath. Plenty 
of room for the whole family to come and enjoy 
the beauty of Haliburton County. Many recent 
upgrades completed, including plumbing, 
windows, shingles, flooring, appliances and 
more. Beautiful sand beach with deep waters. 
Swim out and enjoy your very own small 
island. Bonus – 6.6 acres of your own land to 
explore.  $598,500

Glamor Lake

COMMERCIAL

SOLD

Custom-built home overlooking prestigious 
Kashagawigamog Lake. This property checks 
so many boxes: 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms 
to comfortably accommodate family and friends. 
Spacious great room with floor to ceiling windows 
and a cozy fireplace. Kitchen features solid knotty 
white oak cabinetry, granite counters and an island 
cook-top. Master bedroom with a view, private 
deck, and hot tub. Walkout lower level to heated 
in-ground pool. 3 bay garage/workshop.and 
one-half ownership of a west-facing waterfront lot 
with hard sandy entry to Kashagawigamog Lake.  
$1,499,000

SOLD

Irondale RiverFantastic 3 bdrm, 2 bath family home located in 
the heart of Haliburton. Perfect for the outdoor 
enthusiast. Tranquil wooded backyard backs 
onto the Haliburton Rail Trail. Enjoy walking, 
four-wheeling, and snowmobiling for year-round 
enjoyment – head out your back door, just hop 
on and go! Convenient low-maintenance home. 
Kitchen features a generous sized island, inside 
entry to the attached garage, and a walkout to 
the back deck. Sunroom off the front is a bright 
and breezy space. Walking distance to schools, 
shopping, hospital, recreation and Head Lake 
Park, this is the perfect spot to settle in. $499,000

Gelert Road
NEW LISTING

Irondale RiverEscape to your cabin in the woods! 
Traditional 3-bdrm seasonal cottage nestled 
amongst the trees. The open concept 
kitchen and living room have tranquil lake 
views. Cute little bunkie provides extra 
sleeping space. 100 feet of water frontage 
with ample privacy. Natural shoreline with 
deep water off the dock. $349,000

Trooper Lake
NEW LISTING

Irondale RiverThe perfect starter home or weekend 
retreat! This beautiful park-like setting offers 
1.51 acres and a level, open yard. 2-bdrms 
& 2 baths. Open concept, pine kitchen and 
living area creates a welcoming space. The 
main floor also features a 2-pc powder room 
while the second floor offers two spacious 
bedrooms and a 4pc bath. Recent upgrades 
include a new propane furnace, steel roof, 
and hot water tank. Drilled well and septic. 
The log building is well built and awaits your 
finishing touches (flooring needed in living 
room and bedrooms). $329,000

Contau Lake Road
NEW LISTING

Based on 2020 residential transactions sides. Source: CREA, RE/MAX




