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Housing crisis impacts women’s shelter
By Lisa Gervais 
The Highlands’ housing crisis is being felt 
by the YWCA Peterborough Haliburton 
with a lack of affordable housing meaning 
women and children are having to stay 
long-term at the County’s only shelter.

YWCA director of client services, 
Darlene Smith-Harrison, said “sometimes 
the women are with us much longer than 
they want to be mostly due to the lack of 
affordable housing for them to move on to. 
It’s such a huge barrier.”

She added, “If there are any landlords out 
there at all who have decent, safe housing, 

we’d really love to hear from them and 
make that connection so that we can help 
the women and the families move on.”

Smith-Harrison made the comments 
in speaking about a $50,000 donation to 
the YWCA Haliburton Emergency Rural 
SafeSpace (HERS) by David and Patricia 
Morton of the Morton Family Foundation. 
They donated $50,000 last year as well and 
have donated $130,000 to date.

Smith-Harrison said just at HERS alone, 
they’ve had eight women and eight children 
with them from January last year to now. 

Executive director Kim Dolan said the 
pandemic has created a toxic combination 

of increased stress, isolation and job losses 
that is leading to a dramatic rise in domestic 
abuse. 

“This is especially true for rural women, 
whose physical distance from police 
services and lack of resources to assist 
in accessing safety and support greatly 
increases their vulnerability to gender-based 
violence.

“HERS has been fully occupied since 
January 2021 and rural women in 
Haliburton County have reported abuse that 
is far more serious and complex throughout 
the pandemic. Like women’s organizations 
across the province, the YWCA is facing 

heightened demand and increasing costs.”
Smith-Harrison said it’s a continuous 

struggle because it’s a small program that 
is staffed 24/7 when they are occupied, 
which they always are these days. It’s a 
very expensive program, she added, noting 
government funding covers just a portion 
of what they do so they’re left to fundraise 
anywhere from 25-30 per cent of what they 
need to operate.

She said that is why the Mortons’ 
generosity is so important. It is helping to 
keep the doors open.

“One of the biggest struggles is, if HERS 

Jingle while you jog
Joleen Thomas brought her dog Finn along for a run 
on a brisk morning Dec. 12 as the annual Jolly Jog 
was held at the Haliburton Highlands Museum. See 
more photos on page 25. Photo by Mike Baker.
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LOT #5 
Spectacular and sought after Drag Lake - Lot 
#5 (Gonnsen Trail) - Newly created lots from 

the iconic Drag Lake Lodge acreage. Build your 
dream home or cottage on this unique elevated 

12.89 acres, 934 ft of lake frontage boasting 
panoramic views of Drag Lake. $950,000

LOT #4  
Spectacular and sought after Drag 

Lake - Lot #4 (Gonnsen Trail) - Newly 
created lots from the iconic Drag Lake 

Lodge acreage. Build your dream home 
or cottage on this unique elevated 3.95 

acres, 316 ft lake frontage, boasting 
panoramic views of Drag Lake. $729,000

LOT #6  
Calling discerning Buyers looking for a family 

compound or seeking an opportunity to revive 
Drag Lake Lodge. Currently this offering of Lot 
# 6 has one 4 season home, Ravine Ridge, four 

seasonal cottages. $3,000,000

9 NEWCASTLE ST 
SUITE 305 $475,000  
Welcome to 9 Newcastle Street 

Suite 305. 1192 sq ft, 2 bedroom 
plus media/den, this top floor corner 
penthouse suite offers an abundance 
of daylight large open concept that 

feels spacious & welcoming.

LEASE - 12281 HWY 35 
SUITE 3 

1650 Sq ft office space. 
$4900 /mth (plus TMI 40c sq 
ft) ample parking excellent 

highway exposure.

isn’t available and women need safety and 
accommodation, they have to leave the 
County,” she said. But by being able to stay, 
she said women can sometimes keep part-
time jobs and children continue to go to 
their schools. They can also stay connected 
to friends and family. She said having to 
uproot their lives and family to be safe and 
leave the area is “an awful separation.”

Even with the Mortons and other 
donations, things remain difficult at HERS, 
Smith-Harrison said. 

“When we’re full, we’re full, we can’t 
bring women in. So, we have to work with 
women, as we do with all women, on safety 
planning, and helping them get to the next 
best safest place that we can come up with.”

She noted all funds raised in Haliburton 
County stay in Haliburton County.

$50,000 donation
The YWCA announced the Mortons’ 
funding Dec. 9.

“We are deeply moved by Patricia 
and David’s positive impact in the 
Haliburton County community,” said 

Dolan. “The Mortons’ compassion for 
others is helping to ensure that women 
and children have ongoing access to our 
Emergency SafeSpace, nutritious food, 
basic necessities, and 24-hour support when 
home is the most dangerous place to be.”

YWCA HERS provides safe and 
supportive temporary accommodations for 
women, with and without children, who 
are fleeing abuse in Haliburton County. 
The service, designed to be available on 
an as-needed basis in order to help reduce 
costs, offers space for up to two families 
at a time so that women can move away 
from the abusive situation in their home, 
without leaving their support systems. 
For safety reasons, the YWCA ensures 
24-hour staffing during evenings, nights and 
weekends when the units are occupied.

“We are so happy to give this donation 
to such a worthy cause,” said Patricia 
Morton on behalf of The Morton Family 
Foundation. “We have been greatly 
inspired by the expertise and tremendous 
dedication which the YW’s Haliburton 
staff bring to their work, both in providing 
women with safety and security to plan 

how to build better lives for themselves 
and their children, and in providing expert 
professional support services to assist their 
healing from trauma.”

David Morton added, “As a man, I am 
just appalled and disgusted by violence 

against women and children. I am grateful 
at least to have this opportunity to extend a 
helping hand to the brave women who, with 
the wonderful support of our YWCA, are 
striving hard to empower themselves.” 

Donation funds safe space in Highlands

HERS is the only women’s and children’s shelter in Haliburton County. File.

How to help or get help
Members of the public who wish to donate or find ways of supporting YWCA services in Haliburton County are encouraged to visit ywcahaliburton.org or contact Ria Nicholson at 
705-743-3526 x113 or rnicholson@ywcapeterborough.org. Donations made before December 31 will be doubled during the YWCA’s holiday season matching gift campaign. If you, 
or someone you know, needs support, contact the YWCA’s 24 Hour Support & Crisis Line: toll free 1-800-461-7656; phone 705-286-6442 or text 705-854-1591.

Continued from page 1

Free Site Visit
WSIB Compliant 

Well Drilling 
Well Inspection

Geothermal Drilling
Hydro Fracturing

Pump Installation

Site Clearing
Drilling & Blasting

Road Building
Driveway Maintenance

Utility Trenches 
Backfilling

Septic Systems
Excavation

Trucking Services
Retaining Walls

Landscaping

ToTal
Site Services Inc.

Make your first call the only call you need to make!

Tel  705.457.9558 
Toll Free  877.586.8232

6522 Gelert Rd., RR#2 
Haliburton, ON  K0M 1S0

www.totalsiteservices.ca

Water Well &
Geothermal Inc.

Wishing all 
our past and 
present clients 
a wonderful 

Christmas and 
Happy New 

Year
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Pipes Frozen?
Let us help make your winter the easiest part of 2021.

Make your fi rst call the only call you need to make.
Total Site Services - it’s in the name.

Serving All of Haliburton County
Call us today 705-457-9558 or visit us online totalsiteservices.ca

Introducing Our NEW plumbing services:

~ Water Line Thawing

~ Septic Line Thawing

~Heat Line Installation

~ Water Well Repairs

~ Septic Repairs

7.56 per cent tax increase ‘far too high’
By Mike Baker
A first draft of Dysart’s 2022 budget 
calls for a 7.56 per cent increase to 
the residential tax levy, although some 
councillors suggested they won’t support 
such a substantial hike with many families 
struggling during the pandemic. 

Treasurer Barbara Swannell presented 
the budget to council Dec. 10, noting the 
increase would represent an additional 
$22.48 per $100,000 of residential 
assessment, $33.33 commercial and $38.62 
industrial.

The typical residential property was 
valued in 2016 at approximately $193,000 
by the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC). Using that total, the 
typical ratepayer in Dysart could see an 
increase of $43.39 on their tax bill. 

“I consider that to be far too high,” said 
Ward 4 Coun. John Smith. 

Swannell noted the budget accounted for 
1.46 per cent of new taxation growth over 
the past 12 months. 

Staff are requesting $18.6 million – up 
from $17.2 million last year. Transportation 
equates to 34 per cent, coming in at just 
under $6.3 million. Protective services 
make up 20 per cent, at $3.7 million, with 
environmental services closely behind at 
19.5 per cent, or $3.6 million. The parks 
and recreation department is looking to 
spend just under $2.4 million, with general 
government expenditures slated to be over 
$1.6 million. Planning and development 
costs are projected to run $668,500, with 

health services and social and family 
services coming in at $164,000 and 
$120,000 respectively. 

Around $11 million is expected to come 
from taxation, with an additional $4.6 
million from non-tax revenues and $2.95 
million from provincial and federal grants. 

Municipal reserves are projected to stick 
around $3.8 million next year. 

A big chunk of the proposed budget 
increase relates to staffing, with five new 
hires proposed for 2022. The treasury 
department wants to bring in a part-time 
student to assist with paperwork ($17,000); 
the bylaw department is requesting a 
new full-time staffer to help with work 
flow through the summer; the planning 
department is looking to hire a new 
planning assistant; the parks and recreation 
department wants to bring in a new 
maintenance and facility coordinator; while 
public works is asking for a mechanic’s 
assistant ($86,000). 

Notable capital projects outlined in the 
document include a roof replacement at 
the Dysart fire hall ($25,000); repairs to 
Reid House in Glebe Park ($22,900); a 
new brine pump for A.J. LaRue Arena 
($28,500); a new pick-up truck for the parks 
department ($100,000); replacement of 
the front entrance doors at the Haliburton 
Family Medical Centre ($20,000); and 
the replacement of soffit, fascia and 
eavestrough at Rails End Gallery ($20,000). 
The parks and rec department also asked 
that a new $10,000 digital sign be installed 

behind the Welcome Centre. 
Environmental manager John Watson 

asked council to invest $129,000 to 
reconfigure the West Guilford landfill for 
waste transfer; public works director Rob 
Camelon asked for a new $70,000 tractor, 
$55,000 automated flagger system, and a 
$45,000 half-ton pick-up truck. 

Camelon noted a $100,000 hydraulic 
survey of Redstone Brook and detailed 
design of the Redstone Brook bridge would 
need to be carried out soon. He included 
that item but said it could be pushed off. 
Around $1.6 million has been set aside 
for road construction projects, with a list 

coming to council soon.
Community groups are also requesting 

$87,950.
“We’re not used to numbers like this for 

an increase. Dysart, for the last three years, 
has seen incredibly low [tax increases],” 
said Mayor Andrea Roberts. “The big 
question I always ask myself is are our 
taxes fair, and are we being responsible … 
During our next meeting, we’ll do some 
deeper digging on some of these projects 
and proposals.”

Dysart’s next budget meeting is scheduled 
for Jan. 14. 

Coun. John Smith, at a past in-person meeting, says 7.56 per cent is too high. File.
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7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 

Toll Free 1-844-277-1260 Fax: 705-286-4917 • www.mindenhills.ca

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911   AFTER-HOURS MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY DIAL 1-866-856-3247

@Township.Minden.Hills            Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

(Virtual) Council Meetings

Council and Closed Session meetings are 
currently being conducted virtually via web 
conference meetings, until further notice.  

Meetings begin at 9:00 AM unless otherwise 
noted.  The schedule of upcoming meetings 

are:

January 13 – Regular Council Meeting

January 27 – Regular Council Meeting

Members of the Public are invited to 
observe Council proceedings by joining a 
live-stream link available on the township 
website at www.mindenhills.ca/council/ 
or by using the direct link provided in the 

notice. Meeting agendas are not displayed 
during the meeting, please download by 

visiting our website at www.mindenhills.ca/
council/.

Please note the live-stream link provided for 
each meeting will only be activated while 

Council is in session.

SEASONS GREETINGS
From the Township of Minden Hills

Council and Staff would like to wish everyone in Minden Hills 
a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

 
MUNICIPAL HOLIDAY HOURS 

Administration Office 
Dec 20th to Dec 23rd 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
CLOSED Dec 24th at 11:30 a.m. to Jan 4th 

 
Cultural Centre/Agnes Jamieson Gallery - CLOSED Dec 20th to Jan 4th

 
Landfills - All Sites are CLOSED Dec 25th & Jan 1st

 
 Community Services Department Administration Office

Dec 20th to Dec 23rd 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
CLOSED Dec 24th at 11:30 a.m. to Dec 26th
Dec 27th to Dec 30th 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
CLOSED Dec 31st at 11:30 a.m. to Jan 2nd  

Public Works Department Administration Office
Dec 20th to December 23rd 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 a.m.

CLOSED Dec 24th at 11:30 a.m. to Jan 4th  

Fire Department Administration Office
Dec 20th to December 23rd 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

CLOSED Dec 24th at 11:30 a.m. to Jan 4th

Regular hours resume Jan 4, 2022

Holiday Hours at Waste Sites

All Minden Hills Waste Sites 
are closed on Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day so our 

staff can enjoy time with their 
families. Happy Holidays!

Low Waste Holiday Season

Don’t forget your reusable 
shopping bags! Most of us 

remember to take them to the 
grocery store, but be sure to 
take them with you as you 

shop for Christmas gifts too.

A Message from the Fire Department
Ways to Prevent a Fire in the Home

• Keep combustible items at least three feet away from objects that create heat.
• Never smoke in bed or while lying down on a couch.
• Do not leave portable heaters on overnight.
• Keep lighters and matches out of reach of children.
• Do not leave the kitchen unattended when cooking. Unattended cooking was a  
 factor in one-third of reported home cooking fires.

Public Works Equipment Operators Needed
We are currently accepting resumes for permanent and temporary full time Equipment 
Operators for the Public Works Department.

Many of our positions include benefits such as enrollment in a comprehensive benefit 
package, Employee Assistance Plan, life insurance, personal health coverage, OMERS 
pension plan, vacation, float and sick time entitlements as well as opportunities for 
training and development.

Please visit our website at www.mindenhills.ca/employment-opportunities/ or email 
sprentice@mindenhills.ca for a list of available jobs and how to apply.

Carlee Northover
Associate Insurance/Financial Advisor 

Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
1-41 Maple Avenue | Haliburton

O: 705-457-5199 | C: 705-306-0730
Carlee_Northover@cooperators.ca
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Dysart, developers to do final traffic study
By Lisa Gervais
County council is asking consultant, 
AECOM Canada Ltd., to draft a terms of 
reference so Dysart et al and Places for 
People, as well as proponents of a condo 
development for former MNRF land at 77 
Wallings Rd., can provide a single traffic 
impact study to determine next steps for the 
quickly growing part of Haliburton.

Places for People, in partnership with the 
township, wants to build 48 units on the 
road with 63 parking spaces. A developer 
intends to construct 63 units and an 85 
vehicle car park at 77 Walllings Rd. (former 
MNRF land). This is on top of the already 
built condos at 75 Wallings Rd., with 21 
units and 30 parking spots.

The recommendation came after staff 
and councillors discussed traffic safety 
on the road, and at the intersection with 
County Rd. 21, during a Dec. 8 meeting. 
Staff would want the proponents to look at 
AECOM’s 2017 study of the whole corridor 
as well.

“I assume that would consider the 
questions that are being raised by Dysart 
… and that the actual study be done by the 
proponents and Dysart which should give 
us the information we need,” said Warden 
Liz Danielsen.

Dysart et al Mayor Andrea Roberts has 
specifically asked three questions: Can 
Wallings Road remain open for incoming 
traffic only, therefore creating a one-way 
street and then a further one-way street be 
built between Wallings Road and Halbiem 
Crescent; can Wallings Road safely be a no 
left turn (buses exempt) but still allowing 

residential neighbourhood traffic to turn 
right; and is there another option to make 
that intersection safe, such as full traffic 
lights, prompted only if a vehicle is turning 
left similar to County Road 1 and 21 or at 
the Independent Grocers?

To date, AECOM has recommended 
either a partial closure with Haliburton 
Bus Lines still able to access CR21 
from Wallings Road, along with three 
residential properties, or full closure and 
re-directing all traffic to Halbiem Crescent 
via new connections, with a cul-de-sac 
being constructed on Wallings Road at the 
Haliburton Bus Lines property.

Staff also said that, in the interest of 
expediency for the Places for People 
project, a temporary driveway entrance 
could be constructed onto Halbiem Crescent 
so as not to preclude a new road connection. 
They said the affordable housing project 
could be phased accordingly to allow time 
for a safe solution at the Wallings Road 
intersection with County Road 21.

The County has jurisdiction over the 
highway and Dysart et al the road.

Coun. Carol Moffatt said it was about “the 
right decisions for the right reasons through 
the right process, and if that means Dysart 
and the proponents working together to 
update that [an existing traffic study] and 
have those questions asked then that works 
for me.”

Coun. Brent Devolin asked for an estimate 
on the cost and time of an additional study 
and did not get a clear answer from staff.

Coun. Pat Kennedy said, “The intersection 
is unsafe, whether there is any more 

development or not. Let’s take a look at this 
as if there was no development in that area, 
there’s no 77 Wallings Rd., no Places for 
People. It’s an issue with that area. 

“We need to determine where the street 
is going to go and how it’s going to be 
handled and then we can fit these projects 

into what the outcome is. I think that’s 
where we need to get to, whether it’s a 
two-way street, one-way street, that will 
have impacts on what Places for People 
will provide and just go from there. Take 
some emotion out. What’s the safest path 
forward?” 

Development on Wallings Road is creating more traffic issues at the intersection of 
County Road 21. Photo by Sam Gillett.
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and Happy New Year  

from your friends and neighbours at
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Guaranteed overnight burn Guaranteed overnight burn 

Up to 40 hour burn time King model 81% ef� ciency
No highs or lows, consistent heat - you control the temperature
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What                      Wood Stove
owners already know ...

myerschimney@hotmail.com • www.myerschimney.com • 705-286-1245

The most efficient wood stove  
in  the the world! Made in Canada  
technology perfected since 1977
Burn a third less wood than a new  
conventional high efficiency wood stove. 
Guaranteed overnight night burn  

Up to 40 hour burn time King model 81% 
efficiency. No highs or lows, consistent heat 
- you control the temperature. Less splitting, 
less stacking, less carrying wood and less ash  

Why be a servant to your wood stove?

Make Your Cottage a Home  
with Blaze King Comfort  
www.blazeking.ca

Sirocco

King ultra

Chinook

Abby Campbell
Associate Insurance/ Financial Advisor

Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
1-41 Maple Avenue | Haliburton

O: 705-457-5199 | C: 705-854-0154
Abby_Campbell@cooperators.ca
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Holiday traditions with COVID caution
By Sam Gillett  
Gail and Peter Stelter celebrated Christmas 
with their extended family just a few 
months ago. The socially-distanced, outdoor 
summer celebration was out-of-season, with 
COVID-19 delaying the festivities multiple 
times. 

“Such is life in COVID times,” said Gail. 
This year, the Stelters are excited to 

welcome their family from the GTA back to 
the Highlands for Christmas in season. 

“It’s really special for us, and it’s a lot of 
fun,” Gail said.

All of the Stelters’ eligible family 
members are double vaccinated, and 
their gathering will be under the HKPR 
recommended number of 25 guests for 
indoor private gatherings. 

“Everything we are asked to do is for our 
own protection and the protection of people 
we love,” she said. 

In a Dec. 8 press release, chief medical 
officer of health Dr. Natalie Bocking said 
“the reality is that we are still in a pandemic 
and with the new Omicron variant, we 
must remain vigilant to stop the spread. 
Small gatherings, smart planning and safe 
practices are the best ways to make the 
season merry and bright.”

For Haliburton’s Betty Mills, gathering 
still feels “a little bit scary, even with all the 
precautions we’ve decided to take.”

Mills and her husband David Mills will 
welcome extended family back into their 

home. Just like the Stelters, COVID-19 
safety will be a priority: they’ll have a soup 
and beef on a bun meal, “so there’s not a lot 
of contact, bowls being passed around or 
shared cutlery,” Betty said. 

Instead of their usual “steal a gift game,” 
which requires passing presents back and 
forth, David said each family member will 
donate $15 and name a charity: the winner 
of a draw gets all the money to donate to 
the charity of their choice.

Some of the couple’s great-grandchildren 

who aren’t vaccinated won’t be coming: 
both the Mills and the children’s parents 
decided it was the best route to protect all 
involved. 

“Family-wise, we’ve all been pretty 
diligent,” said David. 

Despite extra work planning a safer 
Christmas this year, the Stelters and Mills 
said they’re both excited and grateful to be 
able to see family face-to-face this year. 

“The spirit of Christmas is to be thankful,” 
Gail said.

HKPR tips for 
safe Christmas 
gatherings
The HKPR health unit outlined a few tips 
for safe Christmas gatherings this year: 

• Reminding guests to stay home if they  
 feel sick, even if symptoms are mild.

• Encouraging people to frequently  
 wash their hands by providing all  
 necessary supplies, including hand  
 sanitizer, soap and water.

• Keeping a list of attendees in case the  
 Health Unit needs this information for  
 contact tracing.

• Cleaning and disinfecting high-touch  
 surfaces frequently.

• Following all rules and requirements  
 at an eatery if the visit with family and  
 friends involves eating at a restaurant.  
 This includes providing proof of   
 COVID-19 vaccination.

For breaking news see the highlander.ca

Gail Stelter’s family sliding at Glebe Park during their annual get-together. Submitted.
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54 York St. • 705-457-3113

Advent Calendar Specials
 Check out our Facebook page for daily specials.

PLUS we pay the tax all December
Downtown Minden – 705-286-3167

info@riverview-furniture.com 
like us on facebook and instagram

Proudly Servicing Haliburton Highlands 
for over 40 years.

We have many items in stock ready to be 
delivered for Christmas from mattress’s to 
diningroom/livingroom suites to bunkbeds 

and much more.

We would like to thank all of our 
customers for their support especially 

this year– our community is really 
amazing.

www.riverview-furniture.com

Think Riverview Furniture for all of 
your custom furniture and fl ooring needs.

HE tightens road allowance policy 
By Sam Gillett 
Hand-drawn development plans won’t cut 
it in Highlands East after council voted 
in new rules governing shoreline road 
allowance purchases Dec. 14. 

Junior planner Kim Roberts presented 
revised rules to council, including 
requirements for all land surveys to include 
reference to structures on a property. 

Previously, applicants could sketch 
buildings themselves when applying to 
purchase municipal land abutting bodies 
of water. Often that results in measuring 
mistakes which then require minor variance 
applications, for example when measuring a 
setback to a property’s high-water mark. 

“This is just providing some clarification 
as to what we want as far as seeing 
buildings,” Roberts said.

The new format outlines specifics such as 

what a shoreline road allowance is, who can 
and cannot purchase a road allowance, as 
well as procedures for a revision.

“It’s kind of like putting together a 
puzzle,” she said. 

Revisions include a summary of key terms 
and rationale, such as why the township 
sells shoreline road allowances and the 
necessary features of any application. 

The municipality will also charge a non-
refundable $200 fee for merging lots and a 
$350 non-refundable administration fee. 

The changes come as Highlands East 
adjusts to raised shoreline road allowance 
purchase fees, which previously were lower 
than any surrounding municipality. 

Highlands East experienced unprecedented 
building activity in 2021, with build values 
sitting at $39.7 million, a more than 300 per 
cent rise over 2020 figures. 

A road allowance is a township-owned strip of land, typically adjacent to a road 
separating the property from a body of water. File.

HIGHLANDS EAST NEWS
Scytl tackles election 
In conjunction with the three other 
municipalities, Highlands East will use 
global elections tech firm Scytl to conduct 
the 2022 election. 

The company will facilitate online and 
telephone voting. 

“We believe this company is the best 
when it comes to security and risk 
management,” said CAO Shannon Hunter 
in a Dec. 14 meeting of council. 

The contract will cost Highlands East 
$2.35 per voter, totally about $24,000 - it’s 
expected to increase with more residents 
moving into the area this year boosting 
voter numbers. 

“We’re going to be needing to assist some 

people up in this neck of the woods,” said 
deputy mayor Cec Ryall. 

Hunter said staff have started rolling out 
election information on the township’s 
website. A brochure is set to alert voters to 
the new system during tax season.

“There’s going to be more educational 
components added to this,” she said. 

Council okays bridge 
inspection
A wooden bridge on the IB&O trail will be 
inspected by an engineer. The township’s 
trails and outdoors committee first 
suggested the bridge be inspected due to its 
seemingly unstable foundations.  

The inspection is estimated to cost 
$1000. Joanne Vanier said an engineer 
has accepted the job and is prepared to 
complete an inspection and suggest fixes 
before mid-winter. 

Ryall said it’s “definitely something 
we use and is a strong asset in our trail 
program.”

New prices for  
HE cemeteries 
It will be more expensive to be buried in 
Highlands East after council approved 
price changes to match neighbouring 
townships. 

Clerk Robyn Rogers said the area sees 

high cemetery service use, “probably 
because we are the lesser cost for 
interning.” 

Increases to burial plot costs for non-
residents aim to “preserve our cemetery 
land for our own property owners in 
Highlands East.” 

For example, non-residents will pay 
$1,826.84 for internment, care and 
maintenance at a Highlands East cemetery, 
while residents pay $1,073. Rogers 
said the costs are still lower than many 
municipalities south of the Highlands. 

A full list of prices can be found on the 
council agenda for Dec. 14, 2021. 

(Highlands East news compiled by Sam 
Gillett).
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New to the area?
 

Started a new
business? 

 
Looking to grow

your existing
business?  

haliburtonchamber.com 
705-457-4700

Consider joining the
Haliburton Highlands

Chamber of Commerce.  
 

We are committed to
helping businesses thrive

in the Highlands.
 

We offer many benefits to
members, including:

- Member-Only Discounts
including ( Exclusive Access
to The Chamber Plan Group

Benefits)
- Member-2-Member

Discounts
- Business Support  &

Resources
- Networking Opportunities &  

Events
- Advocacy  &

Communication about
business-related  issues

- and much more 
 
 

Learn more at
haliburtonchamber.com  

...JOIN THEM AT 
thehighlander.ca

Continuity for everybody’s  
benefit, four-term warden says
By Lisa Gervais
Sworn in for her fourth consecutive term 
as County Warden, Liz Danielsen said 
continuity is key as the public continues to 
navigate a global pandemic and weighty 
issues such as the shoreline preservation 
bylaw and service delivery review.

In a Dec. 9 interview prior to a virtual 
ceremony Dec. 14, Danielsen said she was 
proud to be the first warden to serve an 
entire municipal term.

In the past, County council rotated 
the warden’s position among lower-tier 
municipalities, changing the head of council 
every year. 

Danielsen said she wasn’t the only warden 
who felt, “one year doesn’t cut it, you’re 
just getting your feet wet, you’re finding out 
what the process is and getting comfy with 
it, a little more continuity is important.”

She noted the warden also becomes part 
of the Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus, 
which deals with “really weighty issues so 
much broader than the County. A longer 
term is appropriate.”

She said another reason for continuity is a 
byproduct of COVID-19.

“We have gone through a really tough 
time, learned to do things differently, the 
population is generally unhappy, tired of 
this pandemic. More issues are being raised 
than we might ordinarily see. We’re all very 
busy, very distracted … for everybody’s 
general benefit continuity is the word of the 
day.”

Danielsen said she is proud of the work 
done during her tenure, such as the service 
delivery review and shoreline preservation 
bylaw. 

“That’s been a really important project,” 
she said of the SDR. “There were 
expectations of amalgamation by some 
people who may not truly understand the 
full ramifications of that. We couldn’t 
even go down that road without really 
looking very carefully at the services 
we’re delivering. Is there a better way? I 
don’t know if it will be more expensive, 
but a more efficient way of delivering 
services, more consistent across the County, 

opportunities to examine the willingness of 
the four municipalities and the County to 
work together.”

As for the shoreline preservation bylaw, 
she said it’s unfortunate it’s become as 
contentious and divisive as it has, but she’s 
proud County council is “trying our very 
hardest to look at what needs to be done to 
protect our environment here and that can 
only be a good thing.”

She said that in many ways, the County 
and its four lower tier townships have 
learned to work, and communicate, better.

“I’m really happy to be able to continue to 
do the work. I like it.”

Liz Danielsen pictured the last time there was an in-person swearing in ceremony in 2019. File.

CAO Mike Rutter officiated the last in-person swearing in. File.
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By Lisa Gervais

By Dr. Nell Thomas

Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 

In the Dec. 9 story ‘Doc head-hunter hits the ground running’ we printed that Cheryl Kennedy helped to attract two doctors to the 
County. We should have said three. Also, contact details for the new physician recruitment co-ordinator, Wendy Welch, are  
wwelch@haliburtoncounty.ca or 705-935-0314.

Shelters forced to fundraise
The David and Patricia Morton Family 
Foundation, of Peterborough, have once 
again come forward with a generous 
donation to the County of Haliburton’s only 
emergency shelter for women and children.

The YWCA Peterborough Haliburton 
announced Dec. 9 that the Mortons had 
donated $50,000 towards the Haliburton 
Emergency Rural SafeSpace (HERS).

To date, the Mortons have donated 
$130,000 to the local shelter.

Without them, it’s possible the shelter 
could be closed, or, at the very least, have 
seen its services scaled back - particularly 
during the COVID pandemic.

As a community, we cannot thank the 
Mortons enough for their generosity.

However, we should also be concerned, 
if not outraged, that the viability of the 
County’s only shelter for abused women 
and their children, has to rely on private 
donors to ensure its doors stay open and its 
services remain intact - especially at a time 
when the pressures of COVID are sending 
more and more rural and remote women in 
its direction. 

The shelter has been full since January 
2021.

YWCA Peterborough Haliburton 
executive director Kim Dolan says the 
pandemic has created a toxic combination 
of increased stress, isolation and job 
losses that are leading to a dramatic rise in 
violence. 

It’s especially true for rural women, who 

aren’t physically close to the OPP station 
in Minden, and may have trouble getting 
to safety due to a lack of transportation and 
other services. 

We’re told that Haliburton County women 
are reporting abuse that is far more serious 
and complex throughout this pandemic. 
Naturally, then, the YWCA is facing 
heightened demand and increasing costs.

It’s a small program that is staffed 24/7 
when they are occupied, which they always 
are these days. It’s very expensive to run.

Government funding covers just a portion 
of what they do so they’re left to fundraise 
anywhere from 25-30 per cent of what they 
need for the program. It might even be 
higher under COVID.

That simply isn’t good enough.
There is something incredibly wrong in 

Ontario when the provincial government 
can announce $3 million in funding for the 
Grey Cup and yet women’s shelters are at 
risk of closing or scaling back their services 
due to a lack of financial support.

Shame on you, MPP Laurie Scott.  
If closed, it would create a horrible 

scenario for these women. Not only would 
they be forced to flee their homes, but they 
would have to leave their community. That 
means the support of family and friends. It 
could mean the loss of a job. And if they 
have children, it means taking them out 
of their school environments - perhaps the 
only place they feel safe. 

Even with the Mortons and other 

donations, it is 
difficult as they 
cannot meet the 
demand. When 
they’re full, they’re 
full. They can’t 
bring women and 
children in. They 
have to provide 
outreach as best they can, on safety 
planning, and helping women and children 
to get to the next best safest place that they 
can come up with.  

We expect the provincial government to 
take action. 

In the meantime, despite so many 
competing demands for charitable dollars in 
this County, we implore people to consider 
HERS. Women and children need access to 
the shelter, nutritious food, basic necessities 
and 24-hour support. 

Members of the public who wish to donate 
or find ways of supporting YWCA services 
in Haliburton County are encouraged 
to visit ywcahaliburton.org or contact 
Ria Nicholson at 705-743-3526 x113 
or rnicholson@ywcapeterborough.org. 
Donations made before Dec. 31 will be 
doubled during the YWCA’s holiday season 
matching gift campaign.

If you, or someone you know, needs 
support, contact the YWCA’s 24-Hour 
Support & Crisis Line: toll free 1-800-461-
7656; phone 705-286-6442 or text 705-854-
1591.

Humanizing health care systems
By Judy Suke (local family physician 
and medical psychotherapist)
I dream of a society with less stigma 
towards mental health and more 
comfortable access for people to reach out 
in times of need. And, where mental health 
can be recognized as no different than your 
need to see a doctor for blood pressure or a 
sore knee. While medical staff increasingly 
recognize the importance of mental health 
in the overall health of their patients, they 
have not always applied this same thinking 
about their own health. This double 
standard needs to change; and we need your 
help to do so.

As a child of a physician and among 
a family of health care providers, I can 
share that health care providers are not 
immune from medical conditions. If we 
promote health care systems that prioritize 
wellness, we make communities healthier. 
Achieving wellness as a health care 
provider has become a greater challenge 
in the past decade with increased volumes 
and expectations and then COVID arrived. 
Until we allow for ‘humanizing medicine’, 
health care cannot evolve and change to our 
benefit.

The past two years have brought 
uncertainty, and stressful work 
circumstances. Those working in health 
care, like many frontline workers, have 

been anything but immune to the system 
stress that relates to this pandemic. The 
increased work goes beyond COVID cases 
and pandemic management, to how it has 
affected the health of our populations and 
the way we provide care to the public. 
Increased workloads come when many 
health care workers have pandemic-related 
increased commitments at home. Many may 
need time to return to a place of their own 
health. 

Historically, no health care system has 
wanted to share their vulnerabilities with 
the public. It has felt like a duty not to. I 
believe we no longer need to live in our 
history. Creating safe spaces for sharing 
vulnerability is the foundation of patient 
care. I believe it should also form the 
foundation of care for our health care 
providers. More transparency can hopefully 
offer a helpful shift driven by the ongoing 
commitment to providing optimal patient 
care. It is in your best interest to know 
the pulse of your health care system. With 
transparency comes the opportunity for 
community support to help when systems 
are suffering.

Those who share vulnerabilities are 
showing great strength and resilience by 
stepping forward. When circumstances 
are challenging - like continued staffing 
shortages - I invite us all to get curious 

and ask ourselves in what ways we can 
help. Opportunities may present, such as 
removing historic barriers between health 
care systems and the communities they 
serve. We are better with you and will be 
better for you when we accept and model 
our own shared humanity.  

How you can help
Short-term: Be respectful and kind to staff; 
get your COVID vaccine and get your kids 
who now qualify vaccinated; follow public 
health recommendations, stay home when 
unwell and get tested for COVID when you 
have symptoms; only use the emergency 
room for emergencies. Use your family 
doctor for non-emergent health care needs. 
If you do not have a family doctor, explore 
one of the virtual OHIP-covered walk in 
clinic options.

Long-term: Write your MPP and MP 
about the need for rural communities’ 
health care funding to be adjusted to better 
capture new population demographics and 
seasonal surges. Recruitment efforts and 
successes will be enhanced as funding 
improves; join recruitment efforts. Support 
our new County recruiter in exploring and 
promoting a local health care system that 
sustains our teams during these difficult 
times and attracts new graduates.
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Editorial opinion
LETTERS PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Make severing  
land easier
Dear editor,
We have been building new homes and 
duplexes in Minden Hills for the past three 
years. Minden Hills council and its building 
and planning department are very pro-
development. They are helpful and open to 
new development in the area.

We believe if the process of severing land 
was easier, with less red tape, this would 
open up a lot of land for building.

Severing of property could be streamlined 
if applications were a simple process – 
such as a one-or-two-page document that 
the County can look at and quickly decide 
whether a property is a candidate for 
severance. If a property is large enough and 
meets all zoning setbacks, and has adequate 
water and sewer (or allows for septic and 
well), then it should be easy to sever.

We believe this would help all four 
townships in the Haliburton Highlands 
with the housing crisis. If all townships 
could come together and create an easy and 
streamlined process for severing property, 
there would not be such a shortage of 
property for new development.

 
Dave Shearer 
Shearer Homes Inc.

 

Disgraceful  
stain on council
Dear editor,
As residents of Peninsula Road for 58 
years, our family is shocked at the proposed 
development of lands on our road for up to 
88 medium density housing units.  

This parcel of land is primarily on 
a wetlands on shallow Grass Lake, 
which is an essential part of the Lake 
Kashagawigamog ecosystem. We adamantly 
oppose Harburn Holdings’ proposed 
rezoning and redesignation of these lands, 
a significant part of which is already 
designated as environmentally protected.    

The extensive wetlands on the west end 
of Grass Lake works in conjunction with 
the wetlands on the east side of the lake 
to function as a Grass Lake ecosystem for 
animals, birds, fish, and reptiles, including 
the threatened Blanding’s turtle species and 
recognized muskie spawning site adjoining 
the proposed development. The proposed 
rezoning, lot severance and condominium 
footprints would severely disturb their 
habitat and life cycling ability.

With vast tracts of land in the County, 
why would council even entertain the 
idea of placing a large medium density 
development on, or adjacent to, sensitive 
wetlands? Harburn Holdings is currently 
developing lands on the north side of 
County Road 21 directly across from 
Peninsula Road. As an example, wouldn’t 
this be a far better choice of site for such a 
housing development?

Dysart’s Official Plan stipulates 
responsible management of the environment 

when considering development proposals. 
If approved, these Official Plan and zoning 
bylaw amendments would clearly not 
constitute conscientious stewardship of the 
lands that we will be handing off to our 
children and grandchildren. Rather, this is 
an ill-conceived proposal that flaunts the 
spirit and intent of those environmental 
management stipulations, and would be 
a disgraceful stain on the credibility of 
council, if approved. 

Donald G. Ross 
Peninsula Road, Haliburton

Thank God for  
the outsiders
Dear editor,
Just an observation in regards to the letter 
from Catherine Swift, Friends of Grass 
Lake. The writer advises in her opinion 
“The Grass Lake project; if approved, is 
much more likely to attract higher-end 

buyers from outside of the region." 
I do not have any idea in what area of 

Haliburton County you were raised but 
I was born where the CanoeFM radio 
station is located and raised in Haliburton 
Village; base Camp Kennisis Lake and West 
Guilford. In the early 1950s, there may have 
been a maximum 10 camps or cabins on 
Big Kennisis Lake and Little Kennisis and 
not many more on Big and Little Redstone 
lakes.

Then hydro lines began to expand, roads 
improved, and by 1956, there were several 
cottages being built on a continuous basis, 
and thank the good Lord it was people from 
outside the region; they created jobs; and 
brought some badly-needed development in 
the area. 

If you lived at the base camp in the 1950s, 
it was a godsend to see those headlights on 
a Friday evening come down the flat and 
turn towards the lake, at least I as a kid 
knew there were many more people around 
and I loved them as they gave me work as 
a student. 

God bless those people from outside the 

area we called tourists; this wasn't just on 
Kennisis but Redstone; Drag; Crooked 
and Kashagawigamog lakes besides many 
more of the 400 or 500 lakes within the 
Highlands.

If it wasn't for the outsiders moving into 
the Highlands, where would we be? 

 
Richard (Dick) Schell 
Minden

Pave paradise, put up a 
parking lot
Dear editor,
Canada has a housing shortage. But it 
should not be resolved by destroying our 
natural and essential environment. When 
the goal of profit overrides the necessity of 
preservation nothing is ultimately winning, 
we are losing.

Fred and Judy Phipps 
Haliburton

Algonquin Highlands photographer Brenda-Lee Cunningham titled this ‘Days Gone By.’
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Active living

Adult Day Program
Friendly Visiting
Meals on Wheels
Diners Club / Bridge / Cribbage
Emergency Response System 
Home Help & Home Maintenance 
Home First / Home at Last 
Supportive Housing / Assisted Living 

Balanced Fitness / Falls Prevention
Nursing Foot Care
Telephone Security Checks
Transportation Services 
Hospice Palliative Care
GAIN (Geriatric Assessment and 
Intervention Network)

We help enable seniors and adults with disabilities or health issues,  
remain independent, engaged in their community, and  

in their homes for a longer period of time.
Our community based services include;

Toll Free 1-855-285-2944
705-457-2941
www.hhhs.ca

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES
WHAT READERS SAYWHAT READERS SAY

“These words were the 
therapy I needed.”

“Your ability to see the 
beauty in the ordinary is 

‘extra’ ordinary.”

“I love starting my day 
with you.”

THE PERFECT BOOK FOR A LESS-THAN-PERFECT YEAR
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s t i l l n e s s  a l l o w s
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Each page
is a meditation

on the beauty and wonder
that surround us

every day.

Most of all,
it's about love.

$24.99 (US)
$29.99 (Can.)
£19.99 (UK)

LOCALLOCAL
AUTHORAUTHOR

Available at Master’s Book Store  
and online at snubsta.com

Jan bringing smiles back to seniors’ faces
By Sam Gillett 
COVID-19 outbreaks in the province’s 
long-term care homes laid bare gaps 
in funding and support for personal 
support workers. However, Jan Saugh, an 
activation manager, said the role of socially 
stimulating residents, commonly called 
activation, is still overlooked despite the 
province making moves to shore up the 
sector. 

That’s why Saugh is starting Activity 
On Wheels With Jan, a company that will 
provide customized activity plans and social 
interaction for seniors. 

“The purpose of my job is to put a smile 
on people’s faces,” the Carnarvon resident 
said. 

For people living with dementia, or those 
living in isolation, Saugh said “engaging 
a person one-on-one” can have long-term 
benefits on a person’s quality of life. 

Throughout her decade-long career as an 
activation manager in Huntsville and an 
activation worker at Haliburton Highlands 
Health Services, she’s seen how engaging 
with residents can lift spirits and revitalize 
their enthusiasm for life. 

“My job is to go over there, make them 
smile, take their hand - reach them at their 
level,” she said. That means conversation, 

playing cards, helping with outings or even 
researching a person’s interests. Saugh 
could become an expert on golf if that 
would spark conversation and connection 
with a patient, for example. 

She said music often unlocks memories. 
“You put on an old sing-along with music 
from their era: you see their faces light up,” 
she said. 

Saugh said she once sang the hymn 

Jesus Loves Me to a patient with dementia 
who was non-verbal. “She looked up, and 
she started singing. That was the greatest 
feeling.” 

With her independent practice, Saugh 
will visit clients around the County at their 
residence after developing a care plan. That 
includes an interview with caregivers to 
find out a person’s interests, abilities, and 
possible conversation topics. 

Saugh uses that information to determine 
how she can fill gaps in care. 

“We need the basics of healthy living,” she 
said. Even if a person receives home care, 
Saugh said “there’s still that one missing 
piece. We all need social interaction. we all 
need to be socially stimulated.” 

Saugh can be reached at 705-644-9074 or 
jancares@hotmail.com.

Jan Saugh said she wants to make seniors “light up” with stimulating social activities. Photo by Sam Gillett. 

Nomination for  
enviro-heroes open

The Haliburton Highlands Land Trust is 
seeking nominations for its annual enviro-
hero awards.

The awards recognize and celebrate 
environmental excellence in our 
community.

In a press release, the HHLT said this 
year they’ve decided to once again focus 
on finding an unsung hero. They’ll be 

honouring one adult or group who’s 
contributed to the protection and 
sustainability of natural resources and 
environment through actions, initiative, 
education or stewardship. Stewardship 
is conserving or protecting water, flora, 
fauna or mineral resources. Education 
is effectively organizing and delivering 
environmental teachings.

Nominations, including a short 
description, and contact information can be 
sent to: 705-457-3700,  
admin@haliburtonlandtrust.ca. 

Nominations close Dec. 21. Winners 
will be announced Dec. 29. For 
further information, contact admin@
haliburtonlandtrust.ca or joan.duhaime@
hotmail.com.

New Horizons open
The New Horizons for Seniors Program 

(NHSP) 2021-2022 has started its call for 
proposals for community-based project 
grants - worth up to $25,000 for one year. 

The application period will continue until 

Dec. 21, 2021 at 3 p.m. 
It’s a federal grants and contributions 

program that provides funding for projects 
that make a difference in the lives of 
seniors and in their communities.

If organizations would like to apply or 
learn, visit: canada.ca/en/employment-
social-development/programs/new-
horizonsseniors. You can also contact the 
office of MP Jamie Schmale at 705-324-
2400 or 866-688-9881. (Around the County 
news compiled by Lisa Gervais).

AROUND THE COUNTY NEWS
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15% off every monday!
705.457.2715 • 187 Highland St. Haliburton

SENIORS DAY!SENIORS DAY!

Serving all Faiths   
Prearranged & Prepaid Funeral Planning
tel: 613-338-3259 fax: 613-338-5641

WWW.DALYFUNERALHOME.CA
200 Old Hastings Rd. 

PO BOX 99 Maynooth, ON K0L 2S0

705-286-1351
16 BOBCAYGEON RD 

MINDEN ON

SENIORS 
DISCOUNT

EVERY 
TUESDAY!

10% 
OFF

HOURS 
Tues-Fri: 9 AM - 4 PM 
Closed: 12 PM - 1 PM 
Sat & Sun: closed 

MINDEN· HALIBURTON 
HEARING SERVICE 

Gordon Kidd, H.I.S./H.I.D.

41 Bobcaygeon Rd. Box 579 
Minden, ON KoM 2Ko 

705.286.6001 

HOURS 
Tues-Fri: 9 AM - 4 PM 
Closed: 12 PM - 1 PM 
Sat & Sun: closed 

MINDEN· HALIBURTON 
HEARING SERVICE 

Gordon Kidd, H.I.S./H.I.D.

41 Bobcaygeon Rd. Box 579 
Minden, ON KoM 2Ko 

705.286.6001 

 YOUR HEARING IS IMPORTANT

STEP #1:  
Get your baseline Our testing is FREE

STEP #2:  
Is there a medical solution?

STEP #3:  
Will amplification help? FREE 30 day trial

CALL 705-286-6001
WE ARE CURRENTLY OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

38 Bridge Street West, Bancroft
24 HOURS • 613-332-3990 • neumanfh@gmail.com  

www.neumanfamilyfuneralhome.com
Jeff  & Crystal Neuman

Modern Choices - Traditional Value

Customized Life Celebrations • Affordable Burial 
And Cremation Options • Funeral Pre-Planning 

And Pre-Arrangements • Aftercare Program
Serving All Faiths

Formerly Baragar Funeral Home10% OFF SENIORS DAY
Last Thursday of every month

Nancy Crowther, Owner
Paulmac’s Petfood  
Heritage Plaze  
Minden ON K0M 1K0

t: 705-286-1172

Hours: Mon - Thu 9am-6pm 
Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-6pm 

Sun 10am-4pm
Hours may vary due to Covid

paulmacs@interhop.net  
www.paulmacs.com

Skin Tech
Yvonne Kreuzwiesner 
Licensed Medical Esthetician

Licenced Trainer / Owner
A.I.A. Aesthetic Member

416-806-9682
skintechfaceandbodycare.com

ykreuz@hotmail.com

Face and Body Care

705-489-1598
50 York Street, Unit 5
Haliburton, Ontario

Spreading the spirit of the 
holidays at Highland Wood
By Mike Baker 
Everyone needs a little Christmas 
cheer in their lives this time of 
year, and Boshkung Brewing Co. is 
partnering with Highland Wood Long-
Term Care Home to ensure some of 
our most vulnerable residents have 
something to smile about on the big 
day. 

Deb Banks conceptualized the ‘Be 
a Santa to a Senior’ initiative several 
years ago while she was working in 
another community. Having recently 
relocated to the Highlands, she was on 
the lookout for something similar she 
could support here.

Banks contacted Highland Wood and 
got talking to Brenda Wingerden, a 
nurse who has worked at the home for 
several years. She quickly learned that 
no such program exists in Haliburton 
County. “It’s Christmas, the whole 
idea behind this is to spread the spirit 
and help people feel special at this 

time of the year,” Banks said. “With 
COVID, things have been really 
difficult for people living in long-term 
care homes. They haven’t been able 
to see their relatives or friends, and 
maybe haven’t had much of anything 
around this time of year, so we wanted 
to step in and kind of help brighten the 
holidays for them.”

Stockings have already been put 
together for the 28 seniors who reside 
at Highland Wood. They are filled 
with personal care items, toiletries and 
small treats designed to “bring a smile 
to their faces,” Banks said. 

Wingerden confirmed this was the 
first time an initiative like this had 
been brought to Highland Wood. 

“Our staff were really excited when 
they heard about this … The last year 
and a half has been very stressful for 
residents. They haven’t had a whole 
lot to be happy about,” Wingerden 
said. “I think this program is great. 

It’s helping the generation that has 
done so much for us. It’s not much, 
but it’s something that will make a big 
difference in their lives.”

Banks said she is still taking 
monetary donations to cover the 
cost of some of the stockings, noting 
residents can sponsor a stocking for 
$10. Boshkung Brewing Co. is also 
running a festive food drive, with all 
proceeds going to area food banks. 
Boxes for non-perishable items 
have been set up at their locations in 
Carnarvon and Minden. 

All stockings will be delivered to 
Highland Wood by Christmas Eve. 

“We have had generous donations 
already from people supporting this 
program. I’m just excited that we were 
able to pull this off. Our seniors paved 
the way for us, so I feel it’s important 
that we let them know we appreciate 
all they have done for us, and that we 
care,” Banks said. 

Deb Banks of Boshkung Brewing Co. has partnered with Highland Wood to spread some Christmas cheer this festive 
season. Photo by Mike Baker.
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177 HIGHLAND ST. 
HALIBURTON 
705-457-1177

NHWY. 35 MINDE
705-286-6618

  PICK 3 FOR $24
Every day after 4 pm

CHOOSE ANY THREE: (160-2,760 Cals)
Footlongs • Large Grilled Wraps • Salads

Limited time only. Plus Extras and taxes.  
No additional discounts or coupons may 
be applies. Not valid on Delivery/App/

Web orders.
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Highlander news Abby Campbell
Associate Insurance/ Financial Advisor

Jason R Cottell & Associates Inc
1-41 Maple Avenue | Haliburton

O: 705-457-5199 | C: 705-854-0154
Abby_Campbell@cooperators.ca

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • INVESTMENTS • GROUP
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Tell our advertisers you saw 
their ad in The Highlander. 

LouLouie� ie� 

FULL  SERVICE DETAIL CENTRE

All of Feb wash vacuum & armorial 
get a free airfresherner & sanitizer $34.95

RUSTPROOFING $89.95

705-455-3691705-455-3691
LOCATED AT STAN’S GARAGE

EXT WASH WITH SPRAY WAX$15

PROTECT YOUR CAR WITH OUR 
CERAMIC COATING PACKAGE DEAL 

STARTING AT 

Auto, Boats & RV’s

FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER WITH ANY SERVICE

STARTING AT 

T: 705-286-6342 • C: 705-935-0034 • Time.STone@hoTmail.Com

CounTerTopS vaniTieS & more

YOUR SOLID SURFACE SPECIALISTS

HOURS: 
Mon to Sat: 7:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
Sunday 12 to 7:00 p.m.

LET US REFRESH 
YOUR SPACE

Yes!Yes!WE’RE 
OPEN

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN COTTAGES 
INCLUDING RENTALS

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

We Build 
World-Class Homes…
and We’re Just
Down the Road

www.confederationloghomes.com.

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

By Lisa Gervais 
An Ontario government decision 
to close the Ontario Fire College in 
Gravenhurst, effective March 31, 
should be of concern in Haliburton 
County, Algonquin Highlands Mayor 
Carol Moffatt indicated during a Feb. 
4 council meeting. 

“There’s a little bit of fuss out 
there,” Moffatt said. “There was no 
consultation by the province to any 
organized group about it.”

She said while online training for 
firefighters can be easily handled, 
there is concern about what practical 
training is going to look like “because 
there’s two sides to fire training.”

She said some are saying it is 
“downloading by stealth … because 
someone’s going to have to pay for it.”

Moffat said the province has 
suggested there are going to be some 
regional training centres but she’s also 
heard talk of mobile units.

She said she reached out to other 
mayors in Haliburton County about 
the issue but had only heard back from 
Dysart et al Mayor Andrea Roberts as 
of Feb. 4. 

However, she said there are questions 
such as, “are there any concerns about 
liability if there are any delays in 
training and meeting standards, safety 
of firefighters, and most importantly, 
our continuing service to the public by 
fully-trained fire personnel?”

She said the situation is “kind of a 
stay tuned.” 

She also questions whether local 
townships should be doing something, 
such as passing resolutions opposing 
the closure. 

“The impacts are unknown. There 
could be budgetary impacts at a time 
when we’re just talking budgets but 
they remain unknown. Whatever they 
do get set up could come back to bite 
us later in the year. 

“It’s on the radar, much conversation 
to be had, it could be a done deal, it 
might not be a done deal.”

Outgoing Algonquin Highlands fire 
chief, Jonathan Wilker, said it is being 

talked about by chiefs. 
He said in his opinion, “I wouldn’t be 

surprised if this gets pushed back also, 
based on past history when they tried 
to push the same thing forward.” 

Highlands East council passed a 
resolution Feb. 9, in support of a 
resolution from the Township of 
Augusta, asking the province to 
reverse the decision.

New fire chief
At the meeting, it was also announced 
that the township has hired a 
replacement for Wilker, who resigned 
earlier this year. 

Moffatt said they’ve hired Michael 
French, who will start in a couple of 
weeks. She confirmed that French is 
the former fire chief for the Rama Fire 
and Rescue Services.

Concerns over fire college closure

Algonquin Highlands mayor, Carol Moffatt, has expressed some concern about 
the closing of the Ontario Fire College in Gravenhurst. File.

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 | 
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

ANIMAL
KRACKERS

*WILD BIRDSEED
*DOG AND CAT
     FOOD, TREATS
GIFTS and TOYS!
*CORN, DEER FEED
*HORSE FEED

PICK A FREE TOY 
FROM OUR TREE 
WITH EVERY DOG 
AND CAT FOOD 
PURCHASE IN 
DECEMBER!!

VISIT SUSAN, MATTHEW AND ERIKA  - IN THE SHELL PLAZA BESIDE JUG CITY IN MINDEN!
                  705 286 4893                                            ANIMALKRACKERS286@GMAIL.COM
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VISIT SUSAN, MATTHEW & ERIKA  
IN THE SHELL PLAZA BESIDE JUG CITY IN MINDEN!

705-286-4893 • ANIMALKRACKERS286@GMAIL.COM

STOCKED WITH ANIMAL FIRST AID SUPPLIES 
 AND SUPPLEMENTS!  I AM A VETERINARY TECHNICIAN 

AND AM HAPPY TO HELP WITH YOUR NUTRITION 
QUESTIONS FOR ALL SPECIES!   

10% OFF HEMP4PAWS THE REST OF FEBRUARY!

DEWORMER

RECOVERY EQ

HEMP4PAWS

CAMELINA OILall in-stock cuddly 
beds, cozy sweaters, 

coats and boots, heated 
buckets/ deicers

hemp4paws 
10% off! 

10% off until the 
end of February!

WELCOMING NEW & RETURNING CLIENTS

Expertise with Quickbooks Online 
#1 Cloud Solution for your accounting needs

UNIT 12 - 187 Highland St. 
• tel. 705-457-3222 •Cell. 647-378-4008 

dionnemorgancpa@gmail.com
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Local vaccine update
With more COVID-19 vaccine 
shipments expected this week, the 
local public health agency will be 
initiating vaccination clinics for the 
next group to be completed under the 
provincial vaccine distribution plan.

The Haliburton, Kawartha, 
Pine Ridge District Health Unit 
(HKPRDHU) said in a Feb. 22 media 
release that it is expecting to receive 
more than 4,500 doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine this week, as well another 
1,700 doses of Moderna.

The Moderna vaccine will be used 
to provide the second dose to those 
residents of long-term care and 
high-risk retirement homes who had 
received their first dose last month.

The Pfizer vaccine will be used to 
vaccinate staff of long-term care and 
retirement homes, essential caregivers 
in those facilities, and health care 
workers in area hospitals. Persons 
receiving home and community 
care, as well as other members of 
the community who are 80 years of 
age and older are scheduled to be 
vaccinated next, possibly beginning in 
March.

Paid sick days
The HKPRDHU indicated its support 
for COVID-related paid sick days at 
its Feb. 18 meeting.

Acting medical officer of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, said the board should 
write the prime minister and premier 
asking the governments to collaborate 
to implement and fund policies and 
programs to ensure paid sick day 
benefits. 

“Remaining at home during this 

pandemic has clearly demonstrated its 
effectiveness at reducing the spread of 
COVID-19,” Gemmill said. 

However, he said stay-at-home 
orders and self-isolation are difficult 
for people who do not have sick 
benefits. He said research suggests 
more than 30 per cent of workers 
in Ontario - temporary, part-time, 
contract, and on-call - don’t have sick 
day provisions. 

He added some of these jobs may 
have high risk exposure to COVID-
19. Grocery store workers, workers 
providing personal care to elderly, 
children and people with acute or 
chronic health conditions, and workers 
in delivery, hospitality, retail, food 
production and cleaning services have 
been deemed essential during this 
pandemic and have potential exposure 
to coronavirus without the protection 
of paid sick days, Gemmill said.

COVID call centre
Gemmill discussed how busy the 
HKPR COVID call centre was in 
2020.

The call centre received 18,089 
COVID-19 related phone calls and 
made 16,799 outbound calls to cases 
and contact, Gemmill said. 

The call centre was established to 
support phone calls and emails for 
those who had questions related to 
COVID-19. It opened for business 
Feb. 4, 2020 and remains open. The 
purpose of the service is to: support 
health education; provide information; 
provide referrals for assessment; 
conduct case and contact management; 
provide lab results on COVID-19 to 
local residents; and provide medical 
surveillance to those needing public 

health guidance. 
“The call centre received inquiries 

from health care providers, schools, 
hospitals, long-term care homes, 
community agencies, correctional 
facilities, child care centres and the 
general public,” Gemmill said.

He said topics included: infection 
prevention and control; screening and 
testing support of employees and the 
general public; masking; assessment of 
symptomatic children and adults; and 
screening and referrals for assessment. 

Draft 2021 budget
Gemmill introduced a draft 2021 
budget of $20,597,756, approximately 
$53,000 higher than last year.

Haliburton County has been asked to 
provide $509,859 of that budget, up 
from $463,508 in 2020, by provincial 
mandate. 

The health unit receives 75 per 
cent of its overall funding from the 
Ministry of Health with Haliburton 
County, Kawartha Lakes and 
Northumberland County chipping in 
the remaining 25 per cent.
(Board of Health news compiled by 
Kirk Winter)

HEALTH UNIT NEWS

T: 705-286-6342 • C: 705-935-0034 • Time.STone@hoTmail.Com
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YOUR SOLID SURFACE SPECIALISTS

HOURS:  
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LET US REFRESH 
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FREE 
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Budget sitting at 3.21 
per cent increase
The County of Haliburton 2022 budget is 
currently sitting on a 3.21 per cent tax rate 
increase over 2021, director of corporate 
services Andrea Bull told council at a Dec. 
8 meeting.

She attributed a decrease from a 
previously proposed 3.53 per cent hike to 
decreased wages and benefits and increased 
revenue for the Haliburton County Public 
Library; three new positions for the 
shoreline preservation bylaw being for six 
months, not 10; there is a new community 
safety and wellbeing position for nine 
months; an adjustment of employee benefits 
from an estimated five per cent increase 
to an actual renewal rate of 4.1 per cent; 
and the addition of an integrated waste 
management study. 

The second draft also includes updated 
assessment data which includes an 

additional $5.1 million in assessment which 
resulted in an approximate 0.05 per cent tax 
rate decrease from the first draft.

Coun. Brent Devolin called it “a great new 
story.” He and warden Liz Danielsen also 
panned MPAC, which they say are using 
six-year-old growth figures that are denying 
municipalities additional income.

Paramedics respond to 
pending ER closures
Haliburton County Paramedic chief Tim 
Waite provided a verbal report to council 
on the pending closure of emergency 
department services.

The Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
said Nov. 22 it may have to make cutbacks 
due to staff shortages.

Waite said he had attended one meeting on 
the issue and HHHS had been able to find 
some agency nurses, meaning they may be 
able to postpone possible closures until later 

in January. He said no decisions had been 
made about sites. 

If it is Minden, he said the service might 
transport southern patients to the Ross 
Memorial Hospital in Lindsay during the 
days and hours it’s closed. If Haliburton, he 
said those living in the east of the County 
could be taken to Bancroft for 911 calls.

Devolin expressed concern over the 
possible cutbacks, saying “the potential 
for disaster here is unbelievable, I’m the 
last person in the world that wants litigious 
things but I see potential for disaster is huge 
in this regard. I wouldn’t want to wear that 
responsibility.”

E-meetings to  
continue for now
Council decided it would re-evaluate how 
to conduct meetings during its late January 
meeting.

That means they will continue to meet 

on Zoom, broadcast on YouTube for the 
foreseeable future.

Danielsen said she would want to gauge 
the echo effects from holiday gatherings 
first.

Devolin said Minden Hills had deferred 
discussions to its last meeting in January as 
well, to also see the impact of the Omicron 
variant. 

Coun. Andrea Roberts said she attended 
an in-person board of health meeting 
Dec. 2, and was surprised with how many 
councillors there said they had resumed 
in-person meetings. However, she noted 
they have bigger council chambers so it 
is easier to social distance. She said she 
was comfortable with the local format and 
would not like to have to wear a mask 
during a meeting. 

CAO Mike Rutter said there was “a 
little bit of everything” going on in other 
municipalities. (County news compiled by 
Lisa Gervais).

MINDEN HILLS NEWS
High equipment costs 
hit fire department
While Minden Hills fire department is 
likely to remain under budget, a 45 per 
cent jump in supply costs is hitting the 
department’s wallet.  

At a Dec. 9 council meeting, fire Chief 
Nelson Johnson said increased call volumes 
are causing costs to rise at the department: 
for example, fire suppressing foam cost 
the service $1,500 and they also purchased 
$3,000 worth of PFDs.

 Johnson outlined other expenditures, such 
as first aid kits and traffic cones, which 
were needed to keep the department fully 
operational. 

“This is the year where we need to play 

catch-up, with an increase in calls by 40 
per cent we needed to adjust our practices 
and equipment to meet the needs,” he 
wrote in a report to council. 

A new mini pumper truck is soon to be 
delivered to the department, funded by 
$414,979 of the department’s reserve funds. 
Johnson said the vehicle will act as an 
operational rapid attack vehicle, able to be 
quickly deployed during emergencies. 

Municipal elections  
contracted out
In 2021, council approved voting for next 
year’s municipal election by phone or 
web. Now, Scytl Canada has been hired 

to undertake election roll-out at a cost of 
$2.75 per voter. 

CAO Trisha McKibbin said Scytl 
demonstrated the capacity to handle online 
voting through an interface that is “easy to 
understand.”  

Mayor Brent Devolin said “this is a big 
day,” to finalize a cohesive online voting 
system across all four municipalities. 

$185,300 for Bobcaygeon 
and Scotch Line re-do 
The township has hired Engage 
Engineering to complete a reconstruction 
study of Bobcaygeon Road and Scotch 
Line Road. 

Engage Engineering was also awarded the 
engineering, site supervision and contract 
administration of this work in the amount 
of $18,300.

 Engage will also provide engineering 
services for the Bobcaygeon/Scotch Line 
project and replacement of nearby Marsh 
Creek culverts for a total amount of 
$167,000. 

The total value of work to be delivered 
by Engage is $185,300. That amount falls 
within the projected 2022 capital roads 
budget.  
(Minden Hills news compiled by Sam 
Gillett).

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF  
HALIBURTON

A Community following Jesus
CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Join the Parish of Haliburton for
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS ONLINE!

Christmas Lessons and Carols
Christmas Eve Pageant and Prayer

Christmas Morning Worship

All services are available on

YouTube (search Fr Ken McClure)
Facebook (search The Parish of Haliburton)

or by visiting
www.haliburtonanglican.org

Celebrate Christ’s birth with us from  
the comfort and safety of home!

ST. GEORGE’S
617 Mountain St., Haliburton
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home of the highland

REP STARS

Haiden Bird worked hard backchecking and 
pressuring the opposition while centering his forward 

line. His continuous hard work battling to the net 
earned the Storm a couple of goals.

1

Nathan Guild played a strong game like always, 
moving the puck up the ice and making some great 

passes to his teammates. Nathan opened the scoring 
to give the Storm the early lead.

2

Jacob Davis continually battled for the puck and 
didn’t give up. His consistent hard work created the 
Storm scoring opportunities. Jacob’s 110 per cent 

effort awarded him the third star of the game.

3

DECEMBER 9

DECEMBER 10

DECEMBER 11

DECEMBER 12

U13 rep vs Muskies ..................................... 7-1 L

U15LL vs South Muskoka ........................ 5-2 W

U15 LL vs Huntsville .................................. 2-0 L
U11 LL vs South Muskoka ........................8-1 L
U13 Rep vs Mariposa .................................6-1 L

U11 LL vs South Muskoka ........................6-0 L
U15 LL vs Almaguin ................................... 7-3 W
U13 LL vs Huntsville .................................. 7-0 L

AUTO PARTS
Highway 35 Minden (across form Ridgewood Ford)  

705-286-1011

For every  
auto or marine battery 
donated to CarQuest 
We will donate $18 

to Storm Minor Hockey

P R O U D  S P O N S O R

Minden 
Pharmasave

705-286-1220 
www.mindenpharmasave.com  
110 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden, ON

Hours  
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tofflemire
Photography
PROVEN • PUBLISHED • EXPERIENCED

TIM TOFFLEMIRE
Weddings, Portraits, Events  
& Promotional
705.306.0607

On Dec. 10, the Highland Storm 
LLU15 faced South Muskoka 
Cavalcade Ford at the A.J. LaRue 
Arena in Haliburton.

The game started with end-to-end 
action as Taylor Consack worked hard 
between the posts. 

The Storm took the lead when 
Nathan Guild scored the first goal of 
the game, assisted by Carson Conlin 
and Jacob Davis. 

Just a few minutes later, Guild 
charged the net again and scored off a 

nice pass from Davis. 
The start of the second period 

brought lots of excitement as South 
Muskoka fought hard to get back into 
the game. 

Haiden Bird increased the score 
to three as he worked hard and was 
rewarded with a goal, assisted by 
Layne Robinson and Conlin. 

With 3:02 left in the second, Bird 
stormed ahead again and found the 
back of the net with a puck passed 
from Robinson. 

The Storm’s great defence and 
goaltending had South Muskoka shut 
down at the end of the second. 

The third period brought the same 
action as South Muskoka worked hard 
on the powerplay and added two goals 
to the scoreboard. With 1:27 left in 
the game, Bird was hauled down on a 
breakaway to the net and was awarded 
a penalty shot. Davis took the shot and 
put it past the goalie resulting in a win 
for the Storm with a final score of 5-2. 
(Submitted).

Storm battle hard in win over South Muskoka
Left: Nathan Guild leads the chase down the ice. Right: Goalie Taylor Consack makes a save. Photos by Lisa Gervais.
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Experience Robust Cuisine.

BOOK NOW and experience a breathtaking culinary experience. 
To book your table, or upcoming event call: 1-888-765-9951. 

 

4727 Elephant Lake Road | Township of Dysart (Harcourt) | County of Haliburton ON K0L 1X0 

1-888-765-9951 | nomiresort.com

Don’t miss our NEW YEARS EVE event! 
$90 per person | spectacular menu | by reservation only 
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Highlander news

705-286-1134
buckleyelectr ic.com

Kevin Buckley ME
ESA Licensed Contractor 7000 397

Wiring for Custom Home, Cottage & 
Renovation

Upgrade from Fuses to breakers

Back-up Power Systems

LED lighting solutions

25 Hops Dr., 
Haliburton, ON 
705-457-2022
cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca
www.cordellcarpet.ca

  
 
 
 
 

We Wish you a 
Happy Holiday,

 from the staff of 
Cordell Carpet!

Glass Eagle Studios and Creative Garden Centre
Open for all your last minute gift ideas

Check our website for upcoming events

glasseaglestudios.wordpress.com

2801 Blairhampton Rd
705-286-3628

ALGONQUIN HIGHLANDS NEWS
AH septic reinspection 
program wrapping up 
A four-year project analyzing septic systems 
in Algonquin Highlands will finish in 2022, 
with consultants WSP Global saying 75 per 
cent of properties have been inspected. 

Kathryn Stasiuk Riddell told councillors 
Dec. 9 that 3,173 properties have been 
tested since 2018, with 966 to be examined 
next year. Most systems found in Algonquin 
Highlands are characterized as Class 4, 
featuring a septic tank and absorption 
system such as a leaching bed. 

Of the 1,792 systems tested in 2020 
and 2021, 39 per cent were deemed to be 
“inadequately maintained,” with Stasiuk 
Riddell saying property owners were given 
official remedial action notices outlining the 
work that needs to be done to bring their 
systems up to par. Less than one per cent 
were found to be in a state of disrepair, and 
ordered to be replaced.

The most common issue WSP found was 
vegetation growing over key components of 
a septic system. 

“We’re seeing many leaching beds 
covered with small saplings … Leaching 
beds should be maintained with short, 
manicured grass. If you allow brush to 
grow and grow, and woody vegetation to 
accumulate, then dense roots can get into 
the bed and can damage pipes,” Stasiuk 
Riddell said. 

The cost to replace a Class 4 septic system 
is between $5,000 and $25,000 depending 
on the size and location of the property, and 
soil conditions. 

Mayor Carol Moffatt said she was 
disappointed to hear that so many local 
systems required work. “With all the work 
that’s being done, it’s great we’re catching 
these folks and getting issues fixed, but it’s 
still sad they exist,” Moffatt said. “I would 
think folks would want to achieve more for 

the land and place they love so much.”
Robert Passmore, a senior engineer with 

WPS, said it’s not that residents don’t want 
to maintain their systems. 

“There’s a lack of fundamental 
understanding of how a sewage system 
works, and why it’s needed. I don’t think 
inherently people are malicious. They just 
don’t understand how it works,” Passmore 
said. “A sewage system is an investment, 
the same as a roof is. It needs to be seen 
that way from a homeowner’s perspective.”

Passmore said that, over the next year, 
WSP will be offering free information 
guides to municipalities to upload to their 
websites in an effort to educate residents 
about the importance of septic systems, 
and how they can be kept healthy and in 
working order.

ReUse centres  
reopening
Three ReUse centres designed to divert 
waste from area landfills will reopen in the 
new year. 

The facilities, located at the Maple Lake 
and Oxtongue Lake landfill sites and the 
Dorset Transfer Station, have been closed 
since March 2020 due to COVID-19 
restrictions, environmental manager Melissa 
Murray told council. 

“They’ve been closed for a long time, 
and gosh there’s a lot of things being 
landfilled right now that should be finding 
a second life,” Moffatt noted after Murray’s 
presentation. “ReUse centres are extremely 
successful, and a key component of our 
municipal waste diversion strategy.”

Items accepted for redistribution at 
the sites include books, records and 
DVDs; puzzles and games; antiques and 
collectibles; household items; musical 
instruments; bicycles and sporting goods; 
and tools and garden equipment.

“It’s time, a lot of people are hurting right 

now. Things are costing more. These ReUse 
centres provide an opportunity for people to 
find or replace items at no cost, and it helps 
us in reducing waste that would otherwise 
be going into the landfill,” deputy mayor 
Liz Danielsen said. 

Dorset sidewalk  
maintenance
Algonquin Highlands will continue to 
provide winter maintenance on a 390-
metre stretch of sidewalk in Dorset that lies 
outside of its jurisdiction. 

A portion of the village’s main street 
sits within Lake of Bays, operations 
manager Lyell Bergstrome told council. 
Algonquin Highlands has performed winter 
maintenance and spring cleanup in the area 
for several years, despite having no formal 
agreement.

“There’s a few concerns we have with 
liability, and with doing the work. A new 
fence constructed along the sidewalk in 
Lake of Bays jurisdiction is making it 
more difficult for our staff to maintain the 
sidewalk,” Bergstrome said. 

He presented three potential resolutions: 
to enter into an agreement to perform 
the maintenance; to stop providing 
maintenance; or to continue with the status 
quo – something Bergstrome said he does 
not recommend. 

Moffatt said she’d like to see the 
municipality continue to maintain the area. 

“Dorset is quite a walkable town, and I 
believe the sidewalks do need maintaining 
… Our working relationship with Lake 
of Bays has come a long way, I would 
hate to see that go by the wayside over 
this,” Moffatt said. “I don’t want us to be 
the people that get into a gun fight over a 
couple of grand.”

Several years ago, Algonquin Highlands 
approached Lake of Bays with a proposal 
to cost share maintenance of the road, but 
it was denied. Coun. Jennifer Dailloux 
said “it’s a different time, and a different 
council,” today, and that a new agreement 
could be in the offing. Council asked staff 
to reach out to Lake of Bays and bring a 
resolution back to council, while continuing 
to provide maintenance in the interim. 
(Algonquin Highlands news compiled by 
Mike Baker).

More than 3,000 septic systems have been inspected across Algonquin Highlands since 
2020, with a further 966 to be inspected in 2022. Metro Creative.
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Cicigoi gunning for glory with Huskies
By Mike Baker
Goaltenders are a special breed of hockey 
player admits Haliburton County Huskies 
netminder Christian Cicigoi, who is 
relishing the chance to backstop one of the 
OJHL’s top contenders this season. 

A late addition to the team’s inaugural 
roster, Cicigoi has been a stabilizing 
presence on the backend for the dogs 
through 22 games. His calm, confident 
demeaner has resonated with teammates 
and coaching staff alike, providing a 
platform for the Huskies to challenge at 
the top of the league’s competitive East 
Division. 

He has thrived in high-pressure situations, 
coming in clutch in recent wins against the 
Lindsay Muskies and Cobourg Cougars 
when his team was up against it.

“The spotlight is always on you as a 
goalie. You have to be comfortable dealing 
with that pressure,” Cicigoi said. “Everyone 
is looking at you and more often than not, 
you’re the difference maker in a game.

“You also have to be OK with taking 
pucks to the head on a pretty frequent 
basis,” he chuckled. 

While his friends would take turns 
pretending to be Sidney Crosby or 
Alexander Ovechkin during scrimmages as 
a boy, Cicigoi would park himself between 
the sticks and do his best imitation of his 
heroes Martin Brodeur, Roberto Luongo 
and Carey Price. 

As he moved through the minor hockey 

system in northern Ontario, Cicigoi began 
turning heads with his play. He was a 
regular feature in the Thunder Bay Kings 
AAA program as a teenager. 

Then, on April 7, 2017 he was selected 
by the North Bay Battalion in that year’s 
OHL Priority Draft. He was taken in the 
sixth round, just a few picks ahead of future 
teammate and current Huskies captain 
Nathan Porter. 

It was a dream come true. 
“Such a special moment,” Cicigoi said. 

“It’s something I had been working for 
pretty much my whole life up until that 
point. Playing hockey at the highest level 
has always been the ultimate goal, so to be 
drafted into the OHL was very exciting.”

He played in seven games for the 
Battalion during the shortened 2019/20 
season. 

Cicigo returned to training camp with 
the Battalion over the summer, but didn’t 
secure a spot on their roster. While home 
weighing up options, he received a phone 
call. 

“Coach Ryan (Ramsay) called, he told me 
all about Haliburton and his plans for the 
team. I just remember feeling really excited. 
I got the call on a Monday, and was on a 
plane by Wednesday,” Cicigoi said. 

He was thrust right into action upon his 
arrival, making his debut in a 5-0 shutout 
victory over the Cougars Oct. 16. He now 
holds a record of 15-6-1 heading into a busy 
festive period, with a goals against average 

of 2.28 and a .923 save percentage. 
Cicigoi is billeting with Lloyd and Barb 

Van den Hoek. He says he loves the rural 
lifestyle, and feels right at home in the 
Highlands. 

In what is his final junior-eligible season, 
Cicigoi said he’s “all in” on doing whatever 
it takes to lead this Huskies team to a 
championship.

“I want to do everything in my power to 

win this year. If that means stopping one 
puck, or 8,000 pucks, that’s what I’m going 
to do. If that means cheering on the boys 
(from the bench), that’s what I’m going to 
do,” Cicigoi said. “We have a great hard-
working group. I truly believe anything is 
possible with the bunch of guys we’ve got. 
I’m so dialled in and focused. Every game 
is win at all costs for me.”

Haliburton County Huskies goaltender Christian Cicigoi is gunning for a championship in 
what is his final year of junior hockey. Photo by OJHL Images.
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Huskies on the hunt for first place
By Mike Baker
The Haliburton County Huskies moved to 
within four points of the Trenton Golden 
Hawks atop the OJHL East Division 
standings this week, claiming back-to-back 
road victories in Lindsay and Cobourg as 
their impressive run of form continues. 

The battle of Hwy. 35 took centre stage 
at the Lindsay Recreation Complex Dec. 
10, with the Huskies emerging with a 2-1 
win. Third period goals from Payton Schaly 
and Jack Staniland, and a stellar 36-save 
performance from goaltender Christian 
Cicigoi got the job done for the dogs. 

The Huskies started the game slowly, with 
Lindsay dominating much of the early play. 
Cameron Jackson handed the Muskies a 
deserved lead 9:05 into the opening period, 
capitalizing on his team having an extra 

skater on the ice with officials preparing to 
send Oliver Tarr to the box. 

Cicigoi stook strong to deny Jackson a 
second goal as the period drew to a close, 
keeping the Huskies within one. “It’s 
beating a dead horse, but we just seem to 
get off our Huskies hockey at times and 
play to the style of our opponents,” coach 
Ryan Ramsay said. “We had a game plan 
coming in, so I just told the boys during 
that first break to focus on the plan, and 
play their game.”

The team came out rejuvenated during the 
second, penning the Muskies in their own 
zone for lengthy periods. The team was 
patient, waiting until the third period to get 
on the scoresheet. Schaly picked up a pass 
from Nick Athanasakos in the slot just 1:21 
in, firing a rocket up and over the glove of 
Muskies goaltender Yacine Chemrouk to 

notch his first goal as a Huskie.  
Defenceman Staniland was the unlikely 

hero, scoring a phenomenal solo goal at 
6:22 to give the Huskies the win. 

“I took the puck up on the rush, dropped 
it in for one of our forwards, who hit the 
crossbar with his shot. I picked the puck 
up while heading back to the blueline and 
just started to make my way to the net,” 
Staniland, who beat three Muskies players 
on the play, said. “I couldn’t see a pass, so 
I walked in and caught the goalie on the 
backhand.”

A power outage Dec. 11 in Minden ended 
the Huskies’ match with the Wellington 
Dukes early. The hometown team raced 
out to a 2-0 lead in the opening period, 
with goals from Schaly and captain Nathan 
Porter. Ramsay said the game would be 
rescheduled, likely in the new year. 

On Dec. 13, in Cobourg, the Huskies 
would not be denied. Schaly opened the 
scoring 49 seconds in after being fed by 
Tarr, only for the Cougars to tie the game 
through Justin Jamer at 13:28. Pat Saini 
scored his seventh of the season eight 
minutes into the second period, but the 
Cougars answered right back through Adam 
Cook. Tarr bagged the eventual game-
winner 12:47 into the third, assisted by 
Saini and Porter. 

The Huskies sit in second place in their 
division, with 36 points and a record of 
17-8-1-1. They are back in action this 
weekend with a home double-header, 
hosting the Toronto Jr. Canadiens Dec. 17 
(7:30 p.m. puck drop) and the Cougars Dec. 
18 (4:30 p.m. puck drop). 

Top left: Haliburton County Huskies forward Cameron Kosurko carries the puck during the team’s Dec. 10 2-1 come-from-behind victory over the Lindsay Muskies. Top right: Nick 
Athanasakos drives up the boards. Bottom left: Pat Saini prepares for a faceoff. Middle: The Huskies stand on the ice for the national anthem. Right: Sam Solarino brings the puck 
in close. Photos by Mike Baker.
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MINDEN 
12621 Highway 35 Unit 1 
705-286-2911

WILBERFORCE 
2260 Loop Road 
705-448-2222

HALIBURTON 
191 Highland St., Suite 201,  
705-457-1011

KENNISIS LAKE 
4536 Kennisis Lake Road 

705-457-7025

Visit www.professionalsnorth.com for all RE/MAX listings

LYNDA LITWIN
cell: 705-457-8511 cell: 705-457-8511 

lynda@lyndalitwin.calynda@lyndalitwin.ca
www.Lynda@LyndaLitwin.cawww.Lynda@LyndaLitwin.ca

Bungalow Near Minden
• Three bedrooms plus a den • Upgraded kitchen, appliances, 
Quartz countertop • Full finished basement with woodstove  

• Oversize and height double insulated garage

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

705-448-2222 • 705-457-0580
HaliburtonHighlands-Remax.ca

From my  
family to yours  

Merry Christmas

Looking to buy or sell, 
call us today!
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WILBERFORCE BRANCH

VINCE DUCHENE
        cell: 705-457-0046 

           vince@vinceduchene.ca 
haliburtonhighlands-remax.cahaliburtonhighlands-remax.ca

Wishing your Family Wishing your Family 
all the best through all the best through 
the Holiday Season the Holiday Season 

and New Yearand New Year

BROKER

KELLY MERCER
cell: 705-455-7500 

 kelly@kelly-mercer.ca 
kelly-mercer.ca

BROKER

Ingoldsby 
This beautiful 1.1 acre lot has a 4 bedroom home with 1290 sq. ft. of 

living space, partial basement, attached double garage, bright country 
kitchen, living room has a propane fireplace, 2 bathrooms, some 
window and electrical upgrades, close to water access, enjoy the 

sunsets off the deck.

TED VASEY
cell: 705-455-2034 
 ted@tedvasey.ca

tedvasey.ca

449,000

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SOLD

TERRY CARR
cell: 705-935-1011 cell: 705-935-1011 

terry@movingthehighlands.com terry@movingthehighlands.com 
movingthehighlands.commovingthehighlands.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

GRAEME WOODS
cell: 705-457-7025 

graeme@graemewoods.com 
graemewoods.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

KEN & JACQUIE BARRY
$499,900

• Very private 3-bedroom home or cottage • Scenic 5 acres on the 
picturesque Drag River • Fully finished walk-out lower level with 
sunroom • Features newer septic tank, woodstove, metal roof
• Centrally located between Haliburton and Minden • Close to Rail 
Trail System for Snowmobiling, Atving, and more

705-754-5280 • 705-457-0652 705-754-5280 • 705-457-0652 
ken@kenbarry.com • jacquie@kenbarry.comken@kenbarry.com • jacquie@kenbarry.com  

ken@kenbarry.comken@kenbarry.com

REALTOR®BROKER

NEW LISTING

Wishing you a wonderful 
holiday season and a 

fabulous 2022!

LISA MERCER
cell: 705-457-0364 
lisa@lisamercer.ca 

lisamercer.ca

BROKER

Merry Merry 
ChristmasChristmas

and a Happy New Year

Merry Christmas and all the best in the New Year.
Thank you for placing your trust in me  

throughout the years.

SOLD
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When shopping for the holidays this season, explore the 
unique gifts and treasures in your own backyard.  

#lovinitlocal #lovinitlocalkawarthas

Shopping under the stars
Stores across Haliburton kept the lights on late Dec. 9 to welcome holiday shoppers. The annual “Ladies’ Night”, organized by the Haliburton BIA, included 25 shops, roaming 
carollers, and special sales. (Sam Gillett).
Top left: BIA treasurer Nelly Ashworth handed out hot chocolate, free shopping bags and cards to shoppers. Bottom left: Cara Oleksuik showcased hand-painted stones at SIRCH’s 
cafe alongside other vendors, donating all profits back to the organization. Middle: Wendy Laduranteye and Stacy Mclean dish out hop apple cider at SIRCH Right: Carollers from 
St. George’s Anglican Church sang festive tunes. Photos by Sam Gillett.
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HAVE AN OPINION?  
Send your letters to  

editor@thehighlander.ca (300 words max)

 

For more information 
or to register
705-324-7900

registration@oeyc.ca

Baby
Discovery 

Website  
oeyc.ca

New programs starting in January, check our website or
Facebook page for a community near you. No registration
required for Zoom programs.Website & Facebook provide
updates, flyers, parenting tips, and play ideas! 

 at an EarlyON 
program in the 

City of Kawartha Lakes 
& County of Haliburton

Play & Learn
Indoor

Zoom
Programs

Play & Learn
Outdoor

Closed the week of December 27
Programs return January 3rd

Programs are free for families with 
children newborn to 6 years.

Indoor programs have limited space, so please sign up for your spot soon!

OEYCCityofKawartha Lakes&Haliburton
County-Home/Facebook

Facebook  

ARTIST OF THE WEEK AUCTION

WWW.CANOEFM.COM

SPECIAL   
DOUBLE BINGO 

NIGHT 
December 28

Listen and Play every Tuesday Night at 6pm
Three games are played each Tuesday Night

For information and a list of stores  
selling bingo sheets go to 
www.canoefm.com

You can win up to $800 every week!
Bingo License #776186 

MAKES
A

GREAT
GIFT

Foundation nets $60K 
for arts centre study 
By Sam Gillett 
Haliburton Highlands Arts Centre 
Foundation has reached another 
funding milestone in its quest to bring a 
performance venue to Haliburton County. 

The foundation recently received $45,000 
from Canadian Heritage and $15,000 from 
Ontario’s Highlands Tourism Organization 
(OHTO) and the Ontario government. The 
funds will cover the next installment of an 
ongoing feasibility study. 

“We’re very grateful that OHTO and the 
Ontario government recognize the potential 
for broad impacts to tourism, community 
collaboration and the regional economy 
while we are in the early steps of our 
mandate,” said foundation president Dan 
Manley in a Dec. 8 press release. 

Toronto-based Janis A. Barlow and 
Associates have been hired to determine the 
possible size, funding strategy and possible 
locations for a performing arts centre in the 
County. 

Manley didn’t want to give away which 
locations are being considered. 

“We don’t want to prematurely affect land 
values and prices,” he said. 

In late November, Barlow’s firm hosted 
interviews with multiple local stakeholders 
and toured different locations.

“We’ve loved so far working with them, 
they’re a great team,” said Manley. “We 
feel they’re giving a personal touch.” 

With more funding, Manley said the 
centre’s future is “not such an uphill climb.” 

Now, he and other board members get 
asked about the centre while out in public, 
and he said he feels like the project is 
gathering momentum. 

“It’s kind of like seeing a little nugget you 
helped create take on a life of its own,” he 
said. 

The board plan to release a finalized 
viability study in April 2022, and begin 
fundraising capital before the end of that 
year. 
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK 

Send your photos of Haliburton  

County to editor@thehighlander.ca

Rebalance & restore your 
body and mind.  

Book a session and revitalize your external sense of 
well-being. Each treatment is as unique as your needs 

so your body, mind and spirit can all be brought 
into perfect harmony.

4727 Elephant Lake Road | Township of Dysart (Harcourt) 

County of Haliburton ON K0L 1X0 

1-888-765-9951 | nomiresort.com

Winter Hot Stone 
Body Massage Treatments | $140.  

Let Nature take its course: warm, smooth, river stones gliding 
rhythmically over your muscles will melt you into flow. Soothing 

and sedating, this body experience is pure bliss.  
Luxury Facial – Skin Regeneration | $145.  

Experience the Beauty of Results. Vivier’s innovative Vitamin C 
powered skin care line delivers a facial rejuvenation experience that 

will dazzle and delight. Enjoy relaxing touch to your neck, 
shoulders, hands and feet. 

We are fully stocked for your 
holiday shopping and look forward 

to seeing you before Christmas.

We also want to wish all  
our friends and your  

families all the best for  
this holiday season.

Many thanks and have a Merry 
Christmas

2284 Loop Rd.,
Wilberforce 

(705) 448-2211

Realtors share the spirit of Christmas
Minden RE/MAX held a food and toy drive at their office to donate to the Minden 
Community Food Centre. Pictured, left to right, Kelly Mercer, Lisa Mercer, Lynda Litwin, 
Terry Carr and Cheryl Smith. All of the agents donated but not everyone is in the photo. 
Submitted.

GOING AWAY?  
GET THE PAPER BY EMAIL 
EACH WEEK. SIGN UP AT 
THEHIGHLANDER.CA
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EMMERSON LUMBER LTD. 63 Maple Ave • 705-457-1550 • information@emmersonlumber.com • emmersonlumber.com

COTTAGE COUNTRY BUILDING SUPPLIES 15492 Hwy 35 • 705-489-2212 • sales2@cottagecbs.com • cottagecountrybuildingsupplies.com

To all our loyal customers  
throughout the Highlands

Andy MacKenzie
Barry Shaw
Bill Frost
Bob Amos
Bryan Leavens
Cameron Bradley
Chelsea Flynn
Christine Coneybeare
Cleve Roberts
Craig Sisco
Dan Blair
Dave Colwell
Dave Nutall
Dave Sadler
Don Davis
Don Stromberg
Ed Schuurmans
Emily Lewis
Erica Paksa
Gary Dragicevic
Gary Robertson
Gidget Lougheed
Greg Rutherford

Hanna Reddering
Jacob Kuznik
Jeff Lyons
Jeffrey Wright
Jesse Lefebvre
Jess Madamba
Jestin Miller
Jon Salvatori
John Metler 
John Pentesco
John Spinosa
Justin Vyrauen
Karen Gustafson
Ken Chartrand
Ken Savoy
Kim Emmerson
Kris Marles
Kristen McKee
Linda Emmerson
Lindsay Meyer
Matt Allin
Matt Try
Mavis Ryalen

Michael Sobschak
Michelle Townsend
Mike Clark
Mike Needham
Monica Hamilton Elliott
Nick Swift
Nicole Armstrong
Peter Vollick
Phil Dube
Rebecca Wallace
Rhoda Warham
Rob Hill
Rob Neill
Rod Consack
Ron Cummings
Russ Burleigh
Ryan Bradbury
Ryan Emmerson
Ryan Seager
Sean Draper
Sherri Klapow
Tina Sibbitt
Tony Frank

Santa Fund lands in Wilberforce 
The Highlands East Fire Department, Wilberforce Hall and Wilberforce FUNraising group donated bags of candy and picked out gifts for kids in need, dropping off the goodies at 
Wilberforce Elementary school last week as part of the “Santa Fund.” (Sam Gillett).

Wilberforce Elementary School principal Barb Davies and secretary Judy Buck pose with donations. Submitted.
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12621 HWY 35, Minden (705) 286-0727
troyoptical.com

"There's this about glasses. 
It's the gift of sight."

Christmas is in 
the air. If you 

are looking 
for ideas we 

have gift cards 
available!

122 Bobcaygeon Road
Minden

705–286-1567

ENTIRE STORE ON SALE
This weeks Deal of The Week...  

all Christmas mats 40% off. 
Thanks to everyone  

for making our open house a 
huge success.

Stop into Country Magic for all your 
Christmas needs.

By Sam Gillett
The Wilberforce Curling Club wasn’t sure 
if it would be able to open at all this year. 
However, with 24 new members signed 
up and COVID-19 protocols in place, 
the group is back to slinging stones and 
enjoying a community atmosphere. Club 
president Gord Fitch said the season so far 

has been “fantastic. It’s busier than ever.” 
He said many of the new members are 

new to the County. “They want to get out 
in the community, they wanted to get some 
activity going,” he said.  

While no bonspiels, club tournaments 
are scheduled so far. Fitch said they’re 
currently curling five days a week. That’s 
more than ever.

There’s even a Friday morning ladies 
coffee club. The curlers are also back 
to hosting events such as an upcoming 
potluck. “We aim to have a good 
community and fun. It’s competitive, but 
not too much,” Fitch said. He said the club 
is passionate about “giving back to the 
community” of Highlands East. That’s why 
they donated $1,000 to the Wilberforce 

Elementary School’s snack program. “We 
have been doing that for about six years 
now, we missed it during COVID because 
we’re not open,” Fitch said. “This is coming 
back to it, giving back to the community 
again.” Interested curlers can join the club 
for its season starting Jan. 18 by contacting 
wilberforcecurling@gmail.com. 

LouLouie’sie’s

FULL SERVICE DETAIL CENTRE

705-455-3691• 705-455-7018705-455-3691• 705-455-7018
LOCATED AT 14367 HWY 118

Auto,Boats & RV’s 

CERAMIC COATING NOW AVAILABLECERAMIC COATING NOW AVAILABLE

CAR CARE & DETAIL CENTRE

FULL SERVICE DETAILING

$15 EXT WASH WITH SPRAY WAX

$75

$89 $110 $130
CAR SUV FULL SIZE TRUCK

INTERIOR DETAILING

RUSTPROOFING - NO DRIP - FREE WINDSHIELD WASHER FLUID

Wilberforce curlers excited to get back on the rings 
The club presents a donation to Wilberforce Elementary School. Pictured: Cathy McQuigge club secretary, Barb Davies, school principal, Gord Fitch, club president and Darrell 
McQuigge, vice president. Photo submitted.
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WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? 

And that's why
I support the 
 United Way.

#GivingIsBelieving

Teresa Jordan, Executive Director
Community Living Trent Highlands

D o n a t e  T o d a y !  w w w . c k l - u n i t e d w a y . c a  705-341-9170 • kegelheatingandcooling.ca

To all our customers who have supported us!
~ from the Kegel team

‘We’re here for our community’
Volunteers with the Minden Community Food Centre were at the S.G. Nesbitt Arena Dec. 12 as preparation for this year’s Christmas Food Hamper program ramps up. According to 
food bank manager Joanne Barnes there will be at least 170 hampers handed out this year, which will include everything a family needs to prepare a Christmas dinner, and one week’s 
worth of groceries. Between 90 and 100 families will also receive a sack of toys for their children to open on Christmas day. Anyone in need is asked to contact Barnes at 705-286-
6838. “We’re still accepting. We’re not going to deny any family that needs food and toys for their children over the holidays. That’s just not how we work,” she said. (Mike Baker).

From left, Cathy Arbour, Joanne Barnes and Linda Shulist were hard at work Dec. 12 preparing festive food and toy packages for families in Minden. Photo by Mike Baker.
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Enter the Canoe FM 
Christmas Draw

WIN ONE OF 2 WIN ONE OF 2 
GIANT GIFT BAGSGIANT GIFT BAGS

(COMBINED $1,000 VALUE)

There’s one for adults filled with 
goodies for the whole family 

and one for children (aged 5-12) 
overflowing with toys, games, 

crafts and holiday fun!

VISIT CANOEFM.COM TO ENTERVISIT CANOEFM.COM TO ENTER
draw takes place Dec. 22 @ 11:30

Jolly Jog fosters festive spirit
A total of 17 participants dressed up in their favourite festive wear Dec. 12 as Dysart et al held its annual Jolly Jog at the Haliburton Highlands Museum. Runners had the choice of 
participating in a short version of the event, taking place in Glebe Park, or a longer version that took them down through downtown Haliburton, around Head Lake and back to the 
museum. The event has been running since 2013, and was previously known as the Ugly Sweater Run. Participants in this year’s Jolly Jog raised $90, which has been donated to the 
Haliburton 4Cs Food Bank, along with some non-perishable food items. (Mike Baker).

Top: Participants in the ninth annual Jolly Jog gather in front of the Haliburton Highlands Museum. Bottom left: Carolyn Allder, Grace Allder and Violet Humphries check their tickets 
to see if they were winners of one of three pre-event prizes. Bottom right: Karen Gervais and daughter, Annika, were all smiles as they led the pack in Sunday’s Jolly Jog event at 
Glebe Park. Photos by Mike Baker.
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•  C E L E B R A T I N G  D I V E R S I T Y  •  2 0 2 2  P E R F O R M A N C E S  •

BOX OFFICE 1-855-455-5533 | HighlandsOperaStudio.com

VALERIE KUINKA
General & Co-Artistic Director

RICHARD MARGISON
Artistic Director

WELCOME BACK!
Feel the PASSION! Be AMAZED!

THROWBACK HOLIDAY PRICING!

‘THROW BACK’ PROMO PRICES, UNTIL JANUARY 22ND:
VIP SEASON PASS $180 | SEASON PASS $75 

YOUTH PASS $15

MASTERCLASSES $10 | CONCERTS $25 | OPERAS $30

CANADIAN STORIES TOLD  
THROUGH OPERA - TBA
August 18th & 20th | 7:30pm | NLPAP, Haliburton
Join us for a cutting edge experience of opera, created 
by living composers, telling the stories of today!

EUGENE ONEGIN, BY TCHAIKOVSKY
August 25th, 27th, & 29th | 7:30pm | NLPAP
August 28th | 2:00pm | NLPAP, Haliburton
A masterpiece of 19th century Russian romanticism, 
the beautiful music of ‘Eugene Onegin’ tells the story 
of a selfish hero who lives to regret his nonchalant 
rejection of a young woman’s love and his careless 
incitement of a fatal duel with his best friend.
(In Russian with English Surtitles)

COMMUNITY PAY-WHAT-YOU-CAN EVENTS:

O
P

ER
A

S

WHY CHOOSE OPERA?
August 1st | 7:30 pm | location TBD
Relaxed concert and conversation featuring varied music other 
than opera. 

MUSIC ON THE BAY
August 13th | 5:30pm | Fairfield Bay, Mountain Lake
Launch your boat on Mountain Lake, Minden Hills, and join 
HOS performers in Fairfield Bay for a concert of opera, musical 
theatre, and pop! (Weather permitting)

CASUAL SONG SOIRÉE
August 15th | 7:30pm | St. George’s Anglican, Haliburton
Relaxed concert of all types of songs. 

RICHARD MARGISON MASTERCLASS #1
July 28th | 7:30pm | location TBD

RICHARD MARGISON MASTERCLASS #2
July 29th  | 7:30pm | location TBD

RICHARD MARGISON MASTERCLASS #3
July 30th | 7:30pm | location TBD

FROM OPERA TO BROADWAY
August 3rd | 7:30pm | St. George’s Anglican, Haliburton

POP GOES THE OPERA!
August 6th | 7:30pm | location TBD
More opera and musical theatre favourites. 

A NIGHT AT THE OPERETTA
August 9th | 7:30pm | location TBD
Merry Widow, Die Fledermaus, Gilbert & Sullivan!  
Hear your favourites from the sparkling world of operetta!

CELEBRATING DIVERSITY
August 11th | 7:30pm  
St. George’s Anglican Church, Haliburton
Experience the beauty of vocal music composed by  
Canadian BIPOC composers, past and present.M

A
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CL

A
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ES CO
N
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S 

Radiothon raises 
$43K for food banks
Phone lines at Haliburton’s 93.5 
MooseFM were ringing off the hook 
Dec. 9 and 10 as the radio station held 
its 15th annual festive radiothon. The 
fundraiser supports the efforts of the 
Minden Community Food Centre, 
Haliburton 4Cs Food Bank and the 
Central Food Network during their 
busiest period of the year. This year’s 
event brought in $43,800. “The money 
raised is distributed proportionately 
to all of the food banks in Haliburton 
County,” said MooseFM morning show 
host Rick Lowes. “The generosity of 
Haliburton County never ceases to 
amaze me, just a wonderful place to 
live.” The radiothon ran from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m. last Thursday and Friday, and 
featured special guests such as Minden 
Community Food Centre manager 
Joanne Barnes, 4Cs manager Judy 
MacDuff, MP Jamie Schmale and MPP 
Laurie Scott. Since launching the event 
in 2007, MooseFM has raised between 
$350,000 and $400,000 for the three 
food banks in Haliburton County. (Mike 
Baker).

MooseFM morning host Rick Lowes 
was in great spirits last week as the 
station held its annual festive radiothon 
in support of Haliburton County’s food 
banks. Photo by Sam Gillett.
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What’s on

MInden Bible ChurchMInden Bible Church
Will be hosting a traditional Christmas Eve serviceWill be hosting a traditional Christmas Eve service

from 6:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M. on December 24th.from 6:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M. on December 24th.
The service will include Christmas Carols,The service will include Christmas Carols,

Scripture Lessons, a candlelit service & the message,Scripture Lessons, a candlelit service & the message,
‘Amazing Grace & Amazing Love’.‘Amazing Grace & Amazing Love’.

Covid precautions are in place with appropriateCovid precautions are in place with appropriate
social distancing. Please bring and wear a mask.social distancing. Please bring and wear a mask.

Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
We look forward to seeing you!We look forward to seeing you!
177 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden177 Bobcaygeon Road, Minden

MacInnes Flooring
“ The Floor Covering Professionals “

Serving Haliburton County since 1977

High Quality Installations for:
• Carpet • Vinyl • Tile • Hardwood & Laminate

Fully Insured & WSIB Compliant

email: wmacinnes@yahoo.ca

Wade 705.455.2283 Shawn 705.457.5844

Serving Haliburton County since 1977 • Scottish Pride

1017436 Ontario Ltd.
Commercial • Residential • Industrial

Certified Electrician Construction 
and Maintenance 

Certified Powerline Technician
ECRA/ESA #7006645

Box 323
Haliburton ON K0M 1S0

Peter McTeague M.E 
Cell: 705-341-4421

pmcteague@bell.net

From Haliburton and Huntsville,
to Halifax and Hong Kong,
We’ve been building
award-winning
log & timber homes
since 1979!

confederationloghomes.com

TASN The Appliance Service Network 705-489-1114

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

May the blessings of peace, the 
beauty of hope, the spirit of love and 
the comfort of faith be your gifts this 

Christmas and throughout 2022.
Thank you for supporting our 

business this past year.
~Rick Gibson

Your year-round 
well drilling experts.

Get ahead of your spring 
to do list and book your 

drilled well now!

Highlands Opera Studio announces 2022 schedule 
By Sam Gillett 
Tales of heartbreak cascaded over a rapt 
Abbey Gardens audience in August. A 
brandished revolver, a descent into hell 
itself: it was all wrapped up into The 
Leporello Diaries, a fully-staged opera 
performed by Highlands Opera Studio for a 
socially distanced and masked audience. 

“We were thrilled to see people coming 
out and being moved to tears once again,” 
general and co-artistic director Valerie 
Kuinka said. 

While the studio performed a few concerts 
in 2021, Kuinka said they’re excited to 
raise the curtain on a full 2022 season, 
“reconnecting to the reason why live 
performance is special.” 

That includes a pay-what-you-can concert 
where studio members will perform 
non-operatic tunes and chat about what 
drew them to the classical practice. Other 
performances such as Pop Goes the Opera 
will mix show tunes and opera classics. 
Kuinka said the genre can feel intimidating 
to those unfamiliar with it who may 
think shows call for fancy dress or prior 
knowledge. 

“The people in opera, good heavens 
they’re anything but stuffy,” Kuinka said. 

She described how some newcomers who 
were brought by friends were skeptical at 
first. “They found they were unbelievably 
moved by being in the same room as this 
artistic expression.” 

Many requested operettas this year, 
said Kuinka. The shorter and lighter 
shows deal with the fun themes a modern 
audience might find familiar from romantic 
comedies.

“It’s more just girl like boy, they fall in 
love; everything works out,” Kuinka said. 

Co-director and seasoned opera performer 
Richard Margison will also offer multiple 
vocal classes with 2022 studio members in 
late July. 

Reflecting on diversity 
Many within the art world point to the 
2020 murder of George Floyd and ensuing 
discussions about racial inequity as a 
wake-up call. Kuinka said it sparked more 
conversations within the world of opera 
about areas the industry falls short. 

“It’s a problem,” Kuinka said. As a studio 
she said they want to increase the diversity 

of performances and performers; the vast 
majority of opera singers worldwide are 
white. 

Celebrating Diversity on Aug. 11, 2022 
will be a showcase of diverse composers 
from Canada’s past and present, and Kuinka 
said the studio will strive to uplift sexually 
and ethnically diverse performers and 
composers as it plans future seasons.

It’s part of a renewed focus of recognizing 
“the unbalance in our society: including and 

respecting and promoting equity,” Kuinka 
said. 

Opera, Kuinka said, is for everyone, 
telling stories that resonate through time. 

“The word opera can scare people. Opera 
is theatre to music, and the stories are 
absolutely opera is theatre to music, and the 
stories are absolutely human and timeless.” 

More information and tickets for 2022 
shows are available at highlandoperastudio.
com.

The Highlands Opera Studio performed The Leporello Diaries in August 2021. File.
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HOME & COTTAGE

INSULATED CONCRETE 
FORMS (ICF)
Insulation, vapour barruer 
& studs in one form 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
FOR AN ICF BUILD
Block, rebar, foam, bracing, 
zip ties & more

GUIDED INSTALLS & 
EXPERIENCED LOCAL 
BUILDER REFERRALS

BILL WOOD
everythingicf.ca • info@everythingicf.ca

• C: 647.236.WOOD • O: 705.489.2258 
• 1.866.383.9663

TASN

35 Years of Servicing All Makes of Appliances

The Appliance Service Network

Rick Gibson
Certified Technician

705-489-1114
rick@tasn.ca
www.tasn.ca

17036 Hwy 35, Algonquin Highlands K0M 1J1

HOME & COTTAGE

BLOWN-IN FIBREGLASS INSULATION 
POLYURETHANE SPRAY FOAM

KEITH JENNINGS 
Haliburton & Kawartha

C: 705-457-7446 | 1-800-461-5672 |  
keith@thermosealinsulation.ca  | www.thermosealinsulation.ca

It’s what everyone’s reading 

HP SuPer Store
ProPane

Sales, Service, Installation
Licensed installation & repairs.

Propane Refrigeration & Stoves; Fireplaces 
BBQ’s; Furnaces; Cylinder Exchange & Re-valving

Corner of Hwy. 35 and C.R. 21 (705) 286-2421
Fax: 286-4134

SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF: 
OIL, PROPANE, ELECTRIC & COMBINATION 

FURNACES, AIR CONDITIONING, HEAT PUMPS, 
HRVS & DUCT WORK, RADIANT IN-FLOOR HEATING, 

BOILERS & WATER HEATERS, FIREPLACES, 
INSULATED CHIMNEYS & FURNACE CLEANING

EMAIL: DonBarker@bellnet.ca PHONE: 705-489-2004

DON BARKER HEATING & COOLING

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

Ph: (705) 286-1885 
39 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON 

admin@highlandelectric.ca          www.highlandelectric.ca 

Heinz Huck 

STILL  ACCEPTING CONSTRUCTION WASTE

Nesbitt’s Firewood

Martin Nesbitt
Call or Text 705-935-0950
amartin99@sympatico.ca

$400 per Bush Delivered
Seasoned

FIREWOOD
Cut, Hand Split, Delivered.

Call for pricing.
Hand Thrown into truck
Very Clean, All Hardwood

90% Maple, 10%  Cherry, Oak, 
Beech - Seasoned & Dry

Call Brian 705-930-7198

Norm Barry 
Cottage Check & Maintenance

Property Maintenance • Security Checks

“Relax at your Cottage ~ Let us do the work”

Weekly / Bi-weekly Surveillance of: 
Heating • Plumbing • Grounds Inspection • Snow Removal

NORM BARRY 705-754-1078 • Cell 705-457-0153
info@normbarry.com

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

SPECIALIZING  
IN COTTAGES  
INCLUDING RENTALS

Glenn Hall
President

ghall@floydhallinsurance.com

tel 705.286.1270
tf 1.800.254.7814
res 705.286.4941
fax 705.286.4158

floydhallinsurance.com

Courts: MINDEN • LINDSAY • PETERBOROUGH • BANCROFT

COULSON MILLS, B.A., LL.B. 
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public 

CRIMINAL  

CAS MATTERS  

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED 

tel: 705.457.2977
fax: 705.457.1462
195 Highland Street,  
2nd Floor - Box 648,  
Haliburton ON K0M1S0
cmillslawyer@hotmail.com
www.coulsonmills.com

Dr. B. Mason
Chiropractor

3398 Gelert Rd., Minden, Ont.
705-286-4350

CHIROPRACTOR
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SOLUTIONS FOR DECEMBER 16

OBITUARIES

HELP WANTED

NOTICES

Say No to Condos on 
Grass Lake Wetlands 

fograsslake@gmail.com
by Friends of Grass Lake

Highlander classifieds
In Loving Memory of

Ronald “Ron” 
Perrin Sr. aka 

Chaz and Hawk 
(Resident of  Haliburton, Ontario)

November 24, 2021

Peacefully at Haliburton 
Hospital with his family by his 

side on Wednesday morning, November 24, 2021 in his 
75th year. Beloved husband and best friend of Barbara 
Perrin (nee Winfield). Loving father of Ron Jr. (Venesa) 
and Shaun (Stacey). Loving Grumps of Shelbie 
(Derek), Hailly (Morgan), Tyler (Samantha), Maria, 
Zach, Liam, Jacob and by his great grandchildren 
Nolan and Mya. Dear brother of Donna (Ron) and Jim 
(Barb). Also fondly remembered by many nieces and 
nephews. Ron worked for Ronald S. Sisson Builders 
for over 25 years. He was an excellent carpenter 
and builder. He will be sadly missed by many. Ron 
enjoyed hunting, fishing and horseshoes. Most of all, 
he enjoyed his family and would do anything for them.

Celebration Of Life
A Celebration of Life will take place Saturday January 
8, 2022 at the Royal Canadian Legion, Haliburton 
Branch # 129 from 1-4 p.m.. Interment later Evergreen 
Cemetery. As an expression of sympathy, donations to 
the Haliburton Highlands Health Services Foundation 
or the Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association 
would be appreciated by the family. Funeral 
arrangements have been entrusted 
to the HALIBURTON COMMUNITY 
FUNERAL HOME 13523 Hwy. #118, 
Haliburton, Ontario (705) 457-9209. www.communityfuneralhomes.com

THANK YOU

It is with grateful hearts that we, the family of the late Bill 
Johnston, want to thank our family, friends and community for 
your caring and support as Bill tried valiantly to recover from 
his first stroke in 2016. He shared with us his determination, 
common sense and steadfastness as he faced the challeng-

es in the past five years. With the second and very much 
more debilitating stroke, we spent a week at his beside and 

encouraged with love and understanding that it was time for 
him to go home to his parents, siblings and friends! Bill was 
remembered at the service by his children, a niece and Gary 
Brohman, long time friend, co-worker, hockey line mate and 

one of many of his golf friends.
Thank you so much for the phone calls, cards, food deliveries 
to the house, the many donations to the Haliburton Highlands 
Health Service and Heart & Stroke Foundations. Our appreci-
ation goes to the staff of the Haliburton Ambulance Service, 
Haliburton Hospital, Stroke and Palliative Care Units of the 

Peterborough Regional Health Centre for their very good care 
of Bill. The care, support and kind words of Dwaine, Lori, Kate, 
Rev. Harry Morgan, Bill Gliddon and all those who shared their 

memories with us will be cherished. Thank you !  
Jane, Mark, Tamara and family.

Thank You!

Haliburton County 
Public Library

Haliburton County Public Library 
Requires a

Part-time Courier
This position is responsible for the safe and timely 
delivery of library materials. The successful applicant will 
possess secondary education, a valid G licence, as well as 
the ability to lift and move objects weighing up to 50 lbs. 

The hourly range for this permanent position is $16.08 - 
$18.65.

Visit our website at www.haliburtoncounty.ca/careers for 
a detailed posting and job description.

Please forward your resume to shume@haliburtoncounty.
ca  no later than December 17, 2021 at 4:30pm.    

We thank all who apply for this position; however only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

The County of Haliburton is an equal employer.  
Accommodation can be provided in all steps of the hiring 
process, please contact Human Resources for further 
details.

In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, the information gathered 
will be used solely for the purpose of job selection.

In Loving Memory of

Lorne Whitney 
Bailey 

(Resident of  Haliburton, Ontario)

Lorne passed peacefully at 
Highland Wood in Haliburton, 
Ontario on Sunday evening, 
December 12, 2021. Beloved 

husband of Heidi Bailey (nee Wiedl) and by the 
late Bernice Bailey (nee Kirkpatrick). Loving father 
to Christine, Sharon (Grant), and Scott. Missed 
by his grandchildren, great grandchildren and by 
his many nieces & nephews. Remembered by his 
brother Cecil & by his sister Lois. Pre-deceased by 
his brothers Lloyd, Merrill and by his son Randall.

Visitation & Funeral Service
Friends and family are invited to call at HALIBURTON 
COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME 13523 Hwy 
#118 Haliburton, Ontario 705-457-9209 on Sunday 
afternoon, December 19, 2021 for Funeral Service in 
the Chapel at 2 o’clock. (Visitation one hour prior). 
Attendees are required to RSVP to this service as 
attendance is limited. Proof of your second COVID 
vaccine and government photo ID is required to 
attend this event. Masks must be worn. Interment later 
Evergreen Cemetery, Haliburton. For those who wish 
to view the Funeral Service virtually, please click the 
following link on the day of service 5 
minutes prior to service time. https://
join.skype.com/ocn85L5we3bV

www.communityfuneralhomes.com

In Loving Memory of   
Donald Bruce Noble

It is with mixed emotions that the family of 
Donald Noble announces his passing on Friday, 
December 3rd, 2021 in Minden, ON. Don went to 
be with his Lord and Saviour whom he loved and 
served after a sudden decline in his health. Don is 
lovingly remembered by children Beth Cook (Ian), 

Les (Joyce) and Russ (Bonnie) as well as by grandchildren Adam, Luke, Peter, 
Daniel, Andrew, Katerina, Arthur, Chantal, George, Travis, William, James and 
Danielle. Don also leaves behind great-grandchildren Hudson, Koen, Griffin, 
Kai, Neve, Jordan, Calvin and Morley. He is predeceased by his wife Jean Noble.

Condolences can be sent by email to: ln1954@gmail.com

Being mindful of restrictions during COVID-19, there will be a short visitation 
time with family on Saturday, December 18th from 11 AM to 12:30 PM at 
Pioneer Baptist Church, Norland ON. A private family service and interment 
will take place in the afternoon.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Parkinson 
Canada (https://www.parkinson.ca/) or to Pioneer 
Baptist Church, Norland 705-928-8924. www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

In Loving Memory of   
Kathryn Ruth Roberts

Passed away peacefully at Hospice 
Peterborough on Friday, December 10, 2021.

Survived by her brother Robert (Diane) Bell. 
Nephew John (Dawn) Bell. Will be missed by 
her friends and neighbours at the Stanworth 
Apartments in Minden.

Interment will take place at a later date at Minden Cemetery. 
Cremation has taken place.

Memorial Donations to the Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
Foundation (HHHSF) would be appreciated by the family and can be 
arranged through the Gordon A. Monk Funeral 
Home Ltd., 123 Bobcaygeon Rd., P.O. Box 427, 
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0.

www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com

GOING AWAY? 
Read the complete paper 
online each week.  
Sign up at  
TheHighlander.ca $8 PERSONAL

CLASSIFIEDS
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Highlander classifieds
HELP WANTED IN MEMORIAM

RN’s and RPN’s are expected to be available for both Minden and Haliburton Hospital 
locations. In addition, opportunities are available in our two Long Term Care facilities, 
Hyland Wood and Hyland Crest. The Registered Nurse earns $33.90 /hr - $48.53/hr 
and is responsible for providing comprehensive care to patients, with predictable and 
unpredictable outcomes who may or may not be clinically stable. The successful candidate 
will possess a diploma/degree in Nursing and a current Certificate of Competence from 
the College of Nurses of Ontario. Two years of acute care practice and one year or more 
of previous emergency department or specialty department experience is preferred. 
Temporary accommodation will be provided. Recent experience is preferred.  

Registered Practical Nurses earn $30.58 - $31.75/hr and provide client care in accordance 
with the Professional Standards of the College of Nurses of Ontario. She or he, as a member 
of the health care team, has a significant role in promoting health, preventing illness, and 
helping clients attain and maintain the highest level of health possible in situations in 
which a client’s condition is relatively stable, less complex and the outcomes of care are 
predictable. RPN’s must have a diploma in Nursing, a Current Certificate of Competence 
from the College of Nurses of Ontario, current BCLS. Must have a demonstrated knowledge 
of RPN scope of practice, excellent organization and prioritization skills and an ability to 
fully communicate in English.  

Personnel Support Workers earns $22.25 - $24.85/hr and provide resident care in relation 
to activities of daily living. PSW’s help residents attain and maintain the highest level of 
health possible in situations in which a resident’s condition is relatively stable, less complex 
and the outcomes of care are predictable. Successful completion of Personal Support 
Worker program which meets one of the following:
The vocational standards established by the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities, 
The standards established by the National Association of Career Colleges, or
The standards established by the Ontario Community Support Association; and
Must be a minimum of 600 hours in duration, counting both class time and practical 
experience.

 Interested: Submit your application and resume to:

Human Resources
Haliburton Highlands Health Services
Box 115, Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0
E-mail: hr@hhhs.ca
Fax: 705-457-4609

Haliburton Highlands Health Services has a need for Full-Time, 
Part-Time (Permanent and/or Temporary) and Casual staff for the 

noted classifications below.

Toll Free 1-855-285-2944
705-457-2941
www.hhhs.ca

In Loving Memory of   
Barbara Elizabeth Ayres (nee Davis)

August 14, 1939 – December 17, 2019

Your presence we miss,
Your memory we treasure

Loving you always,
Forgetting you never.

Loving husband Reg,
Anita of Toronto; Stephen, Kim, 
 Oliver and Lachlay of Australia   

HELP WANTED

LAW CLERK
We’re looking for an experienced real estate 

Law Clerk to join our office in Haliburton 

Village. You’ll be an expert with PC Law, 

Teraview and Unity, with skills in Microsoft 

Word and Outlook. Attention to detail, 

excellent written and verbal communication 

skills and an interest in helping clients are 

also important. We offer a casual office 

environment, flexible work hours and 

benefits. This is a full time position but could 

be part-time for the right person.

Please send a resume and cover letter to 

Cathy Smith at office@lebolaw.ca.

LEBOLAW

an unwavering belief in people and possibilities

Start 2022 off with a job you love that helps others too!  

Join the amazing team at SIRCH Community Services in 
Haliburton County. 

We are currently looking for:

• Marketplace Coordinator  --  help local entrepreneurs and  
 artists grow their businesses

• Coordinator, Senior Wellbeing  --  help isolated seniors feel  
 valued, connected, and less alone

• Group Facilitator  --  help parents connect, learn and foster  
 loving relationships with their children

• Thrift Warehouse Associate  --  bring customer service to a  
 whole new level

For more information or job description send 
an email to info@sirch.on.ca.  If applying send a 
cover letter and resume to:  info@sirch.on.ca

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

ROOM FOR RENT 
– House to share. 
Algonquin Highlands 
area. Call 705-457-7058 
for details.  

CANOE – 14ft Langford 
“Heritage” canoe, Ceder 
strip. New last year, 
hasn’t been in the water. 
$5,500. TRAILER – 6ft 
X 12ft Aluminum Apogee 
folding trailer. New last 
year. $5,500. DRUMS 
– 5 pc Pearl $500. Call 
John at 705-457-7987 

FOR SALE - 1 Used 
YARDMAN 30” 105 H.P.
Snow Blower Asking 
price $200.00 Good 
Condition. Complete with 
Manual. Call after 6 p.m. 
at 705-286-0844 or 705-
928-4444

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets Wednesday 
nights 7:00 p.m. at Highland Hills United Church, 21 
Newcastle St., Minden – rear door. Thinking about 
alcohol. Thinking about stopping. We’ve been there. 
We can help!

AL ANON- WE CARE, are you troubled by 
someone’s drinking? Meetings: Thursdays 7 p.m., 
St. Anthony’s 27 Victoria Street, Haliburton, 
and Mondays 7 p.m. at Highland Hills United 
Church, 21 Newcastle, Rear Entrance, Minden. 
1-888-4AL-ANON (1-888-425-2666) al-anon.org  
All are welcome.

NOTICES

SOMETHING TO SELL?

DEADLINE TUESDAYS AT 5PM

With over 8,000 copies printed and 
distributed and almost 7,000 sent by 

email, The Highlander is the #1 place 
to get your message noticed.

Place a classified ad by emailing 
admin@thehighlander.ca or calling 

705-457-2900.  
$8 for 25 words.

$20
BUSINESS

CLASSIFIEDS
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

143 Bobcaygeon Rd., Minden, ON  
stevekerr.denturist@gmail.com
stevekerrdentureclinic.com

• Complete Dentures
• Partial Dentures
• Same Day Repairs & Relines
• House Calls

CALL NOW TO BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION! 705.286.4888

Can you eat with your dentures? ~ The answer should be yes, call us!

Be Fuddled by Barbara Olson
© ClassiCanadian Crosswords
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Across

1 Sonny's honey, once

5 "Dix" x "cent"

10 High times in England?

14 Idée ___ (obsession)

15 Caribbean percussion 

instruments

17 Meadows

18 One holding a chicken appy?

19 Type of bank acct.

21 What a dog is perpetually on 

the wrong side of, per Ogden 

Nash

22 Carry-___ (hand luggage)

23 Scott Joplin tune for happy 

puppies?

28 Hanoi's country

29 Admiral's rear

32 Rule-breaking, as some verbs: 

Abbr.

33 Folder for unwanted email

36 Vancouver poet laureate 

Evelyn ___

37 Hand-flapping nut job?

41 Go from ___ B

42 "It's not ___" ("I can hack it")

43 Montreal Expos div., once

45 Hands-on Japanese healing

48 Hair stylist for an Anne Shirley 

portrayer

50 Shania on the lam?

53 "The Lord of the Rings" beast

56 "Well, jeepers"

57 Suffix with Caesar

58 Vigil for the dead in a 

vegetable patch?

62 Armed Forces Sgt. and Cpl.

65 Got even with

66 "Keen!"

67 Keys not found on typewriters

68 Rulers before Lenin

69 Doesn't just wonder about

Down

1 Org. for Lions and Tiger-Cats

2 Hotfoot it, old-style

3 Frustrate to no end

4 Add another dash to the dish

5 Counsellor's deg.

6 "Lord, is ___?" (Last Supper 

question)

7 Assist, before "hand"

8 ___ lamb (meat order)

9 Rib prodders

10 Singer's syllable

11 Its symbol is €

12 "You got that right!"

13 Rus. regions on pre-'90s maps

16 Do an exterminator's job

20 Starbucks 20-ouncer

23 Brutus's 1006

24 Combat for ace Billy Bishop, 

e.g.

25 Git through yer head

26 Digital publications

27 Yiddish moola

30 Native American rituals to end 

droughts

31 Cells' centres

34 ___-pitch softball

35 ___ Bubba bubble gum

38 What "les yeux" do

39 None, with "a one"

40 "It's ___" ("See you then")

44 Seaside soarer

46 Baked pudding, in Jewish 

cuisine

47 A party to the con job

49 Start to a bratty request

51 ___ the custom (traditionally)

52 "___ maroon!" (Bugs Bunny 

comment about the hunter 

parodied in this puzzle)

53 Tyrannical boss

54 Former politician Bob, and 

others

55 Broadcast media watchdog: 

Abbr.

59 Word preceding "Boot" or 

"Kapital"

60 Flooey lead-in

61 Magazine masthead figs.

63 Yellow-ribbon tree of song

64 Peter, Paul and Mary titles: 

Abbr.

705-457-0364 | lisa@lisamercer.ca

L
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Don’t keep  
   me a secret!

Broker

In the market to buy a home or  
cottage? Feel free to give me a call

Puzzle 1 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.34)
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Across

1 Canadian singer Dan

5 Beirut's country: Abbr.

8 ___ Fair (all-female music 

festival)

14 Nonmetric measuring system

16 South American cattle herder

17 Cowboy movie set at a 

hitching post?

19 2006 Olympics city, to its 

residents

20 The three Rs: Abbr.

21 "Stop! The wedding cake is 

high enough!"

26 Give-or-take suffix

27 Urban Dictionary forms of 

speech

28 In the same vein as

30 Illness with chills and fever

31 It covers a grey area

34 Statement from an eloper?

40 Arms of the military

41 Dinner attire for the highchair 

set

43 Big-nosed de Bergerac

46 Like a funeral, moodwise

49 "Ni ___!" ("Hello," in Mandarin)

50 Hiding place for a reluctant 

husband-to-be?

54 "Moby Dick" captain

56 Mesh hair holders

57 Not yet wearing one's 

wedding band, perhaps?

63 Beard akin to a Vandyke

64 "Could be worse"

65 Regard highly

66 Needing a drink

67 St. John's ___ (herbal remedy)

Down

1 Chugger's utterance

2 "I believe ...," in a tweet

3 Care home employee, 

perhaps: Abbr.

4 Not turned off, as lights

5 Skinny milk cartons

6 "... your cake and ___..."

7 Crepes at the Kremlin

8 L, on a shirt tag: Abbr.

9 ___ in "iodine"

10 Troubadour's instrument

11 Like many Montrealers in the 

storm of 1998

12 Rocket liftoff force

13 Head cheese

15 Corporate shake-up, for short

18 "Alas!"

21 Rubber cheque letters

22 Spanish crockpot

23 Hawaiian island hotspot

24 Punjabi prince

25 Hershey's bar whose name 

means "shoe" in Swedish

29 Son of, in Arab names

31 Two-base hit: Abbr.

32 "___-haw!" ("Whoo-hoo!")

33 Sheeran and Asner

35 Wedded woman of Spain: 

Abbr.

36 Cod fisher's catch

37 Get an ___ effort

38 Recedes, as the tide

39 Say in French?

42 Put money (on)

43 Loonies and dimes, e.g.

44 Irresponsible louts

45 Appreciate a real zinger

46 "Beam me up" addressee

47 "You're only as ___ you feel"

48 Red Square locale

51 Old U.S. spy agcy.

52 ___ off (intermittently)

53 ___-mouth (incessant talker)

55 Sink one's teeth into

58 Born in Québec?

59 Topaz or turquoise, e.g.

60 Series follower's network

61 Van Gogh had one

62 Banned insecticide
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Merry Christmas

TEAMTEAM
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RYAN MERRITT* 
705-935-0601  
ryanmerritt@royallepage.ca

• 1400 sqft of main-floor commercial space, tastefully  
 decorated
• 2 residential, multi-bdrm apartments on second floor
• Parking for 10 cars
• Detached garage. Message me for more details.

 COMMERCIAL BUILDING  • $729,900

STEVE BRAND* 
705-488-3060
cell/text 416-271-6844 • steve@stevebrand.ca

• Cozy year-round 3 bdrm,  
 2 bath cottage or home.
• An unusually level lot  
 with a gentle path to the  
 dock and child-friendly  
 sandy beach area.
• Fully winterized.
• Fully furnished. 

GORGEOUS CRYSTAL LAKE • $1,150,000

MARGIE PRESTWICH* 
705-286-1234 ext.223
Cell: 705-306-0491 • margieprestwich@live.ca

The MAGIC of 
CHRISTMAS

never ends
and its greatest of gifts are 

FAMILY and FRIENDS
Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year

CATHY BAIN* 
705-457-2414 ext.44
Cell: 705-854-1553 • cathybain@live.ca

329 ft. Frontage on the Irondale River with over 15 acres. 
Located on a year-round road with two separate parcels. 
Beautiful building lot with great swimming area – Irondale 
River is known for its great canoeing, challenging rapids 
and fishing.

CONTAU LAKE ROAD • $250,000

SO
LD!

Holiday Greetings
For your trust in our company, your faith in 
our expertise, and for the relationship we 

enjoy with you, we thank you and sincerely 
wish you a world of peace and a 
Happy & Prosperous New Year!


